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Daniel 11:2-35 

SCRIPTURE INTRO:  Chapters 10, 11, and 12 are a unit.   
   They are about Daniel’s last vision of the future. 
Let’s start by re-reading the first five verses of chapter 10 to get the context. 
   Then we’re going to read the first 35 verses of chapter 11. 
   We’ll save the rest of chapter 11 and chapter 12 for next week.   

INTRO:  I read an article this week titled “What Christians Can Expect from Joe  
   Biden and Kamala Harris.”  It was published in the journal First Things, 
   which is a very thoughtful, broad-minded publication.  
The article opens with this paragraph:  

The administration of President-elect Joe Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris is 
certain to implement policies and initiate litigation that will, at best, be in tension with the moral 
commitments of Christians in the United States, imposing high costs on conscientious attempts 
to practice our faith.  At worst, the incoming administration will impose moral positions on 
Christians that are repugnant to us and infringe upon the exercise of religious faith in the public 
square. 

The author, who is an attorney and professor, says this will happen in three areas.   
The first area is abortion.   
   Biden has promised to eliminate accommodations in the Affordable Care Act that  
   allow Christian organizations not to fund abortions in their insurance coverage. 

The second area is gender ideology.  
Biden and Harris support the Equality Act. 
   This act would force Christian-owned businesses and other institutions to say or  
   affirm falsehoods about sex and gender or face legal and financial sanctions. 
For example, refusal to use a person’s gender-preferred pronouns, rather than  
   pronouns that accord with his or her sex, would become a violation of civil  
   rights and actionable as sexual harassment.   

The third area is religious liberty. 
Biden and Harris are strong supporters of the Do No Harm Act which is designed 
   to practically eliminate the Religious Freedom Restoration Act. 
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act, passed in the early 1990s, protects  
   sincerely held religious practices from laws that would otherwise prohibit them. 
For example, it protects Catholic hospitals from being forced to perform abortions  



   or transgender surgeries, it protects religious schools from being forced to hire  
   teachers who take moral positions contrary to the beliefs of those schools. 

The article concludes this way:   
Of course, no politician, law, regulation, or policy can take away one’s religious faith.  But they 
can make it very costly to practice one’s faith.  And they can impose moral positions on people 
of faith that force them either to participate in falsehood or face severe financial and even legal 
sanctions.  The president-elect and vice president-elect have made it very clear that they intend 
to do just that. 

It’s easy to be worried about political developments that have negative implications 
   for the practice of our faith.  That’s what got Daniel so upset. 
Daniel had prayed the Jewish exiles would return to Jerusalem after the 70 years 
   of captivity were over, just as Jeremiah had prophesied. 
His prayer was answered.  In the first year of his reign, King Cyrus of Persia issued 
   a decree that the Jews could go home and rebuild the city and the temple. 
   But now it’s three years later and the political climate has changed. 

Enemies of the Jews had falsely accused them of planning a rebellion. 
   So the Persian administration had responded by ordering a stop to the rebuilding 
   work on the city and the temple.   
These Jewish believers who were just trying to restore the practice of public  
   worship got shut down by the political changes that were outside their control. 
Daniel was distraught about it.  He fasted and prayed for three weeks. 

The Lord answered his prayer by giving him a prophecy of the future. 
It’s a prophecy about the big political developments that would affect the people of  
   God from the time of Daniel to the very end of the world.   
This prophecy of the future gave Daniel the perspective he needed. 
   And it does the same for us as well. 

This prophecy shows us that as believers, we are to respond to political changes  
   that negatively affect the practice of our faith by doing three things:   
   trusting, resisting, and teaching. 

Let’s look at each one. 

MP#1  We are to respond to political changes that negatively affect the  
   practice of our faith by trusting in the sovereign plan of God. 



If you have been following Daniel, then you knew I was going to say that. 
   I’ve made a point about God’s sovereignty in every sermon on this book. 
Do you remember all the way back in chapter one there is that profound verse  
   that says the Lord delivered Jerusalem into King Nebuchadnezzar’s hand. 
What’s the theme of Daniel?  Do you remember?   
   In spite of appearances, God is in control. 

But let’s look at the way the sovereignty of God is presented in this chapter, 
   because it is unique.  In fact, there’s nothing quite like it anywhere else in Bible. 
As I was reading this passage, did you find it hard to follow?   
   I did.  I’ve read it numerous times and still struggle to keep all the details straight. 
   Kings and armies and invasions and treaties and strategic marriages. 
Especially the back and forth of the king of the north and the king of the south. 
   There are no names, it’s just he will do this, a battle will occur, etc.  

Daniel 11 is a prophecy.   
It is an incredibly detailed prophecy of events that would happen in the Ancient  
   Near East for 370 years after Daniel that would affect the people of God. 
This prophecy is so detailed, that if you opened a history book of that time period, 
   you would be able to precisely identify almost every person and event. 
Let me give you some examples.  I’ll start with the big ones. 

Daniel is told by the angel that there will be three more kings in Persia and then 
   a fourth far richer than others who will go to war against Greece. 
That’s exactly what happened.  The fourth king was Xerxes.   
   He was enormously wealthy and he raised the largest army in history and 
   invaded Greece.  And you remember what happened?  He got spanked. 

And after him, the prophecy says, a mighty king will appear who will rule 
   with great power and do as he pleases.  But his empire will be broken up 
   and parceled out to the four winds of heaven, but not to his descendants. 
That’s Alexander the Great.   
   When he died, the Greek empire was divided among his four generals.  
What about the kings of the North and the kings of the South who are mentioned so  
   many times?  When Alexander the Great’s empire was divided into four parts, 
   one of those parts was Syria in the north and another Egypt in the south. 

They warred against each other for 160 years and right in middle, right between 
   Syria and Egypt was Israel.  It’s called the Beautiful Land in this prophecy.   
So during this long period of upheaval, the Jewish people suffered the brunt of this  



   back and forth warfare as Syrian armies marched south and Egyptians north. 
If we had time, I could explain how every one of these details was fulfilled. 

This prophecy is so precise, it so accurately foretells what happened politically in  
   that part of the world for 370 years, that it is a problem for some scholars. 
They say, this can’t be real.  Nobody could predict this with such accuracy.  
   It had to be written after these events happened.   
They argue that whoever wrote this did so in a way to make it appear to be 
   prophecy, but it is actually describing events that had already happened. 
Scholars have a name for it.  They call it prophecy after the fact. 

But as plausible as that sounds, it can’t be correct.   
Because if it is, it means the book of Daniel was written after 164 BC, which is the  
   last event predicted in verse 35.  That event is the death of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
   More about him in a minute.   
The fatal problem with that date for Daniel is that the Jews did not accept any books  
   written after 400 BC as the word of God.  400 BC was when Malachi was written. 
   The Jews recognized that he was the last of the Old Testament prophets. 

They had a category for important religious books written after Malachi, but they  
   didn’t consider them to be the word of God.   
If Daniel had actually been written after 164 BC, the Jews would have put Daniel 
   in this other category.  But they didn’t.  They considered Daniel the word of God. 
Could they have been fooled?  No.  It’s impossible.  The Jews were keenly aware 
   of when the books of the prophets were written.   
In addition, ancient copies of Daniel found in the Dead Sea Scrolls are concrete  
   evidence that the Jews accepted Daniel before 164 BC. 

Why am I getting into the nitty-gritty on this point?   
Because the fact that Daniel 11 is detailed prophecy of political events that  
   affected God’s people for 370 years, the fact that you can lay Daniel 11 alongside  
   any history book and see the correspondence is one more assurance of the  
   sovereignty of God. 
Specifically, it should move you to trust that God is sovereign over all political  
   events that negatively affect his people throughout history and even today. 
   Do not be alarmed.  God is in control.  
MP#2  We are to respond to political changes that negatively affect the  
   practice of our faith by resisting flattery and force. 
In verse 21, a ruler of the northern kingdom is prophesied, a king of Syria. 
   He’s called a contemptible person.   



The prophecy foretells all his wars against the southern kingdom of Egypt. 
   But the most significant part of the prophecy is that that it says: 
   his heart will be set against the holy covenant, and that he will vent his fury against the holy  
   covenant and show favor on those who forsake the holy covenant. 

This is a prophecy about a significant enemy of God’s people, 
   a man you may not be very familiar with by the name of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
If you heard my sermon on Daniel 8, you may remember what I told you about him. 
His first name, Antiochus, was a royal name of Syrian kings. 
   His last name, Epiphanes, was a name he chose for himself. 
   It means, God manifest.  Look at me.  I’m God.   

He was convinced that the Jewish faith and way of life undermined his authority  
   and was a threat to his rule.  So he determined to destroy their faith. 
The first blow he struck against them was devastating.  It’s prophesied in verse 31.   
   His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily  
   sacrifice.  Then they will set up the abomination that causes desolation.   
Antiochus invaded the temple in Jerusalem with his troops and he desecrated it. 
   In the Holy of Holies he placed an object dedicated to Zeus. 
   On the great altar in the temple courtyard he sacrificed an unclean animal, a pig.  
He abolished not just the daily sacrifice, but all Jewish worship and practice. 
   He burned every copy of Scripture he could find and he executed anyone  
   found in possession of Scripture.  
He outlawed keeping the law of Moses, food laws, circumcision.   
   Infant boys found circumcised were killed, hung around their mother’s necks, 
   then their mothers were thrown off a high place to their death. 

How could you escape if you were a Jew?   
   Give up your Jewish identity and faith and adopt Greek morals and religion. 
If you did that, you were flattered and rewarded.  The prophecy says: 
   With flattery he will corrupt those who have violated the covenant.   
   Many did capitulate and gave up their faith and identity. 
Those who didn’t suffered just as the prophecy said they would, 
   they fell by the sword, were burned, captured, and plundered. 
Antiochus was the greatest threat to the existence the people of God in all history. 
But the prophecy says in verse 32:  The people who know their God will firmly resist him. 
   There were many heroes of the faith in that time. 
There was a Jewish woman with seven grown sons who Antiochus himself decided  
   to use as a public example. 
They were given the choice, renounce your faith in God and prove it by eating pork  



   and you will all be given the honorary title, Friend of the King.   
Or refuse and be tortured to death.  The torture was to have your hands and feet cut  
   off and to be tossed into a red hot iron pan, to be cooked alive like a pig. 
Antiochus was sure they would all decide to eat pork and be Friends of the King. 

But they didn’t.  So one by one his torturers killed six of these men. 
They told the mother.  You have only one son left.   
   Convince him to renounce the faith and we’ll spare him and you.   
His mother turned to him and said:  
   I urge you, my child, to look at the sky and the earth.  Consider everything you see there, and 
realize that God made it all from nothing, just as he made the human race.  Don't be afraid of 
this butcher.  Remember that I carried you in my womb and I nursed you.  Give up your life 
willingly and prove yourself worthy of your brothers, so that by God's mercy I may receive you 
back with them at the resurrection. 

We too are called to resist when political leaders or movements use flattery 
   or force to undermine our faith and way of life. 
Let me make sure you understand what I mean by resist. 
It is certainly right for believers to use all the legal means at their disposal to push  
   back against attempts to suppress our faith and worship.   
Paul did it.  He took full advantage of his rights as a Roman citizen and he took his 
   legal case all the way to Rome.   
But that’s not the resistance that is being commended here. 
Resistance means living according to the word of God no matter how out of step  
   that makes you with anti-Christian culture or political winds of change.   

Occasionally you’ll see news stories about professing Christians who make a big  
   splash on social media by rejecting biblical faith and morality. 
When they do, they are often praised for being open-minded and rejecting bigotry. 
   Resist the lure of that flattery.  And resist giving in to force as well. 
I hope the article I read at the beginning of my sermon is wrong. 
   But if it’s not, this prophecy reminds us that countless believers through the ages 
   have decided that their faith in God is the most precious thing to them. 
So they have willingly faced sanctions and losses rather than violate that faith. 
MP#3  We are to respond to political changes that negatively affect the  
   practice of our faith by teaching the word of God. 
Look again at verse 33.  The prophecy says: 
   Those who are wise will instruct many, though for a time they will fall by the sword or be  
   burned or captured or plundered.   
Throughout the short and brutal reign of Antiochus, believers continued to teach 



   and to instruct and to encourage one another with the word of God. 

Remember I told you that one thing Antiochus did was burn copies of Scripture. 
   His goal was to completely eradicate the Hebrew Scriptures. 
That would be impossible to do today.    
   The Bible exists in too many places to be eradicated. 
But back then, there were only a limited number of hand-copied manuscripts. 
   If you could find them all and burn them all, then it would be gone. 
Antiochus understood that these were people of the Book. 
   And that their lives and faith were invigorated and empowered by the Book.  
   That’s why he wanted to get rid of it.  
How did the people of God respond?  By teaching the Book. 
   The wise among them continued to instruct, even when it cost them dearly. 

Go back for a minute to the Jewish mother with the seven sons. 
   You can read about that episode in the book of 2 Maccabees chapter 7. 
2 Maccabees is one of those religious books written after 400 BC that the Jews 
   respected, but they didn’t put it in the category of the word of God. 
It’s a history of the persecution under Antiochus Epiphanes. 

But think for a minute of the Bible teaching that Jewish mother packed into her  
   last instruction to her last living son. 
Look around you, look at the sky, look at the ground, look at these people— 
   God made them.  God is the creator.   
   So don’t be afraid of this man.  He’s just a man.   
Look at me.  I nursed you.  I’m your mother.  I know what’s best for you. 
Give up your life and God will give it back to you at the resurrection and 
   we will be together forever.  God is the redeemer.   
In her final words she spoke of God the creator and God the redeemer. 
   Would you be able to instruct with such truth and grace in moment like that? 
Only by the grace of God.   
   But it came, no doubt from years of instructing her children in the truth. 
Because of believers like her, the people of God survived those hard political times. 
If you heard my sermon last Sunday, I started by relating a history of the growth  
  of the church among the Quechua Indians of Peru. 
Throughout the 1980s, Peru was in a brutal civil war between the government and 
   a communist insurgency called the Shining Path.   
   The epicenter of the conflict was the Quechua region of Peru. 
People began to look for hope and stability and they started turning to Christ 
   and the Quechua church began to grow.  That got the attention of the communists 



   who saw the church as a threat, so they started killing Christians. 
The Quechua believers responded not just by continuing to teach their own, but by  
   sending out believers two by two into villages where there were no churches to  
   gather interested people together and teach them the Bible. 
Some of them were caught and killed by the communists.  
    But because of their teaching, the church survived those times. 

I’m using these extreme examples partially to give us some historical perspective.   
   We’re not under the administration of Antiochus Epiphanes or the Shining Path.  
   Cheer up.  Things could be a lot worse.   
But mostly I’m using these examples to impress upon us all the tremendous 
   importance of teaching the word of God for the survival of the church. 
When there is negative political pressure against the Christian faith, it doesn’t 
   happen in a vacuum.  It’s usually because there are larger cultural pressures. 
It’s because the fundamental truths of the word of God are not believed by  
   the dominant culture, and are thought to be ridiculous or even wicked and wrong. 
We have to respond to that by continuing to teach God’s word. 

Parents, all of you here with children in your home.   
Teach them.  Instruct them.  If they are young, get a good Bible story book and  
   read them Bible stories every night.  When they are older, read the Bible to them 
   and some good Christian literature.  If you need suggestions, ask me.   
We’re in a strange season now with the pandemic, but we should support and  
   participate in the teaching ministries of our church, especially Sunday school. 
   Praise God for Jonathan and Tracie’s leadership in those areas.   

And all of us, as we find providential openings in conversations with neighbors,  
   friends, and strangers, should instruct in the truth and hope of God’s word. 
God’s word is a living sword.   
   It is our principal weapon against every force that comes against us. 

I think the reason it’s so easy to get upset and worried about negative political 
   developments is that we trust too much in political leaders, even for the church. 
We think that the right leaders can establish the church and that the wrong ones 
   can destroy the church.   

But Psalm 146 says: 
   Put no confidence in princes, nor for help on man depend. 
   He will die, to dust returning, and his purposes shall end. 



So who do we place our confidence in? 
   On whose help do we depend?  
   Whose purposes shall never end? 
The man dressed in linen with a belt of finest gold around his waist. 
   whose body is like chrysolite,  
   his face like lightning, 
   his arms like flaming torches,  
   his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze,  
   and his voice like the sound of a multitude. 

Who is that?  Who did Daniel see above the waters of the Tigris River,  
   sovereign over the flow of human history?  He saw the Son of God. 
That’s who we trust.   
   It’s in Christ that we believe and resist and teach until he comes again.


