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SCRIPTURE INTRO:  I’m glad to be back in the saddle.  Thank you for praying  
   for Allison and me.  I know your prayers were crucial to our healing.  
This morning we are back to our study of the book of Daniel.   
   Chapters 10, 11, and 12 are a unit.   
   They are about Daniel’s last vision of the future. 

INTRO:  I want to start this morning by relating to you a history that I shared a  
   year ago in another sermon.  Some of you may remember this.   
This was something Allison and I heard about on our trip to Chile, when we went a  
   year ago to visit our missionaries Verne and Alina Marshall who live in Santiago.   
In the 1950s, a team of Presbyterian missionaries went to the Quechua Indians  
   in the mountains of Peru.  They started from scratch.  There wasn’t even a  
   translation of the Gospels into the Quechua language of that region. 
One of the missionaries started working on Bible translation, the others started  
   evangelizing and planting churches and training leaders.  But there were huge  
   cultural barriers that made missionary work to the Quechua people very difficult. 

This team of Presbyterian missionaries worked for three decades and during that  
   time they were joined by missionaries from other denominations, namely the  
   Assembly of God.  
By the early 1980s about 4% of the Quechua people identified as Christians. 
   Churches were small, there were few ordained Quechua pastors, there was one  
   Bible training school for the entire region.  It was still very much an infant church 
And then, right at that crucial point, Peru had a civil war.   
   A Communist movement called the Shining Path tried to take over the country. 
   And the very epicenter of the conflict was the Quechua region, where these  
   missionaries had been working for thirty years.    

The conflict lasted ten years and it was brutal.   
   Atrocities, rapes, mutilation, massacres.  All the American missionaries left. 
But in that turmoil, people began looking for hope and stability and the Quechua  
   church began to grow.  That growth threatened the Communist insurgents,  
   so they began to attack churches and kill Quechua Christians. 
But that made Christians even more bold in their witnessing and the church grew so  
   much that when the conflict ended, the majority of Quechua people had become  
   Christians and the church had become the most important institution in society.   
Since the 1990s it has continued to grow and become stronger each decade. 



   There is now a new generation of Quechua Christian leaders.   
Verne Marshall told us this history when we were visiting him in Chile. 
He had a personal knowledge of it because his parents, Harry and Florence  
   Marshall, were some of those original missionaries who went there in the 1950s. 
He gave me a book to read by a Harvard University sociology professor who had  
   researched the growth of the Quechua church during the civil war, focusing on  
   how it resisted Communist violence and ideology.  It’s a remarkable story. 
And, of course, hearing about it and especially the details that Verne could bring to  
   light because of his personal connection was thrilling.  Because that’s our team. 

The flip side is that it’s disheartening to hear stories about the decline of the church  
   in other places, the loss of members and the loss of influence.   
North Korea once had the strongest churches in Asia, but they have been crushed by  
   three generations of atheistic dictators.   
The church in Europe has been in decline for generations.   
   It’s been shattered by theological error and it’s a shadow of what it once was. 
We’re beginning to see the decline of the church in the United States, I’m afraid.   

Here’s my point:  If you love the church of Jesus Christ, and if you pay attention to  
   the fortunes of the church in the world, you’ll be on a rollercoaster.   
There are stories of great successes that will thrill you and there are stories of  
   failure and decline that are deeply discouraging.   

Daniel himself had been on a rollercoaster with the church. 
Three years before, the decree had gone out that the Jews could return to Jerusalem. 
   And no doubt that had thrilled his soul. 
But now three years later, he’s so worried about the future of Jerusalem and the  
   believers there, that he’s lost his appetite.  He fasted and prayed for three weeks. 
   God answered by sending him one last vision.   

Let me tell you why we need Daniel chapter 10. 
This chapter gives us the perspective we need to understand the ups and downs of  
   the church in this world—especially the downs.  
If you have this perspective, it will help you to be balanced and realistic. 
   It has three components.   
   I’ll give them to you as we go. 

MP#1  Jesus Christ is sovereign over history for the good of the church 
The chapter starts by describing Daniel himself in a very troubled state. 



   For three weeks he had fasted and prayed.   
   What was troubling him?  The passage doesn’t tell us. 
But if we put together the pieces of Old Testament history from other books,  
   the reason becomes clear.   
Daniel had prayed the Jewish exiles would return to Jerusalem after the 70 years 
   of captivity were over, just as Jeremiah had prophesied. 
His prayer was answered.  In the first year of his reign, King Cyrus of Persia issued 
   a decree that the Jews could go home and rebuild the city and the temple. 
But although a return had taken place, it was as if no return had taken place. 

Only a small minority returned.  The vast majority of Jews had no desire to return. 
   They had made good lives for themselves in Babylon.   
That was heartbreaking to Daniel.  He had prayed for Jerusalem during the long  
   decades of his exile.  Jerusalem was always in his thoughts. 
But most of his countrymen didn’t want to go back there.   

Also, apparently the window for returning to Jerusalem had closed, so there was no  
   more permission being extended to returnees.   
Plus, those who had gone back were facing trouble.  They had started on the temple  
   and the wall, but the Samaritans had gotten nasty and appealed to the Persian  
   authorities and made accusations, so the work had come to a stop.  

Daniel had prayed that the people could go back, and they had gone back,  
   but now it looked like it was for nothing.    
That didn’t seem to Daniel to be a fulfillment of what Jeremiah had promised. 
   So he had been mourning in prayer for three weeks.  No doubt questioning the  
   Lord, asking for some explanation, some insight and assurance.   

He was standing on the bank of the Tigris River when a man appeared to him. 
The men who were with Daniel could not see this man but they could sense his  
   supernatural presence and it terrified them so they fled.  
Who was this man?  Let me read you a few verses from Revelation 1.  John says: 
   I turned I saw . . .  someone like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden  
   sash around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like  
   blazing fire.  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing  
   waters . . . His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
John is describing the risen and glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 
   The description of the man Daniel saw is almost identical. 
This was an Old Testament appearance of the Son of God.   
   We could call it a pre-incarnate, a pre-Christmas, appearance of Jesus Christ. 



Daniel has already seen him once in another vision, but from a distance. 
   He saw one like a son of man coming with the clouds of heaven in chapter 7. 
Now he sees the Son of God close up, and the sight makes him unconscious.   

Why did the pre-incarnate Lord Jesus Christ appear to Daniel in this overpowering  
   and glorious way?  What was he communicating in this appearance?   
   It must have been a very important message.   
Let’s go back to where Daniel was when this happened. 
   He was standing on the bank of the Tigris River. 
The Tigris and the Euphrates were the rivers of Mesopotamia, cradle of civilization. 
   Rivers and their constant flow to the ocean are a universal symbol of the flow of  
   history, the constant movement and flux of the nations of mankind.   

What was Daniel thinking about as he stood on the bank of the Tigris River? 
He was probably wondering if Israel was going to be swept along by the currents of  
   history like every other nation and eventually disappear. 
Think of all Daniel had seen during his long life. 
He had witnessed the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians and the exile.   
   He had known King Nebuchadnezzar personally, the greatest king of Babylon. 
   He had seen the decline and overthrow of the Babylonian Empire by the Persians. 
   He had seen Cyrus the Great come to the throne of Persia.   
Daniel had a front row seat on all of these events.   

He knew that from a human perspective, the Jewish people were like a bug on the  
   windshield of these great world empires and political movements. 
But in answer to his prayers for the church, the Son of God appeared in glory,  
   looming over the Tigris River, proclaiming his sovereignty over the flow of  
   human history for the good of the church.    

There’s a phrase that has been used a lot recently in the culture wars in America. 
   The phrase is:  On the right side of history.  Or on the wrong side of history.  
Supposedly if you support certain social or political causes, you are on the right  
   side of history or the wrong side.   
But Jesus Christ is over history for the good of the church.   
   No matter what happens, the cause of God’s people will be upheld. 
So this is the first great truth of this chapter, that Jesus Christ is sovereign over  
   history for the good of the church. 
This next part is very intriguing.  It raises a lot more questions than it answers. 
   So hold on to your seats! 
MP#2  Angels and demons are fighting to influence nations for the good or  



   the harm of the church  
Daniel was so overwhelmed at this appearance of God the Son that he collapsed. 
Then someone touched him and raised him to his hands and knees.   
   This person spoke to him and urged him to stand up and not be afraid.   
   To listen to what he had to say. 
Who was this who touched Daniel and spoke to him? 
The first thought is that this must be Christ himself touching Daniel.  
   But as you keep reading, it becomes obvious that this is not Christ, it’s an angel.  
He is not named, but it could be the angel Gabriel again, because he addresses  
   Daniel the same way he did in chapter 9.  He called him greatly loved. 

And what he tells Daniel is very curious. 
He says for 21 days I’ve been trying to come to you but I was resisted by the prince  
   of the Persian kingdom.  Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came and helped  
   me in my struggle against the prince of Persia. 
Then the angel says:  I’m going to leave you after this and I’m going to return  
   to fight against the prince of Persia.   
Then later, I’m going to be fighting against the prince of Greece, and Michael 
   is going to be helping me in that fight too.  And he calls Michael, your prince. 

What on earth does that mean? 
All the commentators say this is a description of spiritual warfare between  
   angels and demons, who are fighting to influence the affairs of nations for 
   or against the church. 
In this case, the prince of the kingdom of Persia and the prince of Greece are  
   demonic powers who were influencing those nations to harm Israel. 
And the angel who is the prince of God’s people is this mighty one named Michael.  
   Michael and this other angel, possibly Gabriel, join forces to fight the prince of  
   Persia, and later the prince of Greece, who are opposing God’s people.  

There is a very important statement about all this in Deuteronomy 32:8 that says: 
   When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind,  
   he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. 
Sons of God is a biblical term for angelic beings, both good and bad. 
So it appears that there is some kind of direct correspondence between the  
   assignment given to angels and the political landscape of human life.   
Precisely what that correspondence is, who can say, but the very fact that there is a  
   prince of Persia and Greece, and a prince of the Jews forces us to realize that  
   there is a connection between the spiritual world and powers of the world of men. 
The prince of Persia, as I’ve already pointed out, seems to be a demonic power  



   whose special area of responsibility was Persia. 
His work, therefore, was to foster Persian opposition to the will of God. 
   In this case, the prince of Persia was somehow goading or inspiring or shaming 
   the Persian power structures into oppressing the people of God. 
That’s why the return from exile and the attempt to rebuild the temple and the city 
   of Jerusalem had run into so many problems.   

Paul says in Ephesians 6 that  
   we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities,  
   against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
   in the heavenly places. 
Let that sink in.  We do not wrestle against flesh and blood. 
   That means when we see human power structures or ideologies opposed to the 
   church and the advance of the Gospel, the Bible tells us to look more deeply. 
There are dark, spiritual forces of evil at work behind the scenes— 
   rulers, authorities, cosmic powers—the prince of Persia, the prince of Greece. 

But the Bible never tells us how they exercise their influence. 
Is there a prince of North Korea hovering over the shoulder of Kim Jong-un, 
   whispering his ear, urging him to continue the policy of his father and  
   grandfather in crushing the church? 
Is there a prince of Hollywood hovering over the shoulders of anti-Christian writers  
   and film-directors, goading them to produce things that oppose God?   
If so, what are the good angels doing?  Why did it take this good angel 21 days to  
   get free of the prince of Persia and come to Daniel.   
The Bible never explains now demons tempt or how angels help.   

So what’s the purpose of this teaching if so much left unexplained? 
It is certainly to intended to wake us up and make us realize that there is a hell of  
   a lot more going on than we realize. 
The fortunes of the church in the world are not a peripheral matter.   
   Even in places where the church is tiny and crushed, especially those places, 
   it is the focus of a great, invisible conflict in the spiritual realm. 
The focus of spiritual warfare is not the American presidential election,  
   or the decisions of the European Union or the Chinese Communist Party. 
Tt’s the fortunes of the church of Jesus Christ in the world. 
So that means the church should matter to us greatly.   
   Like Daniel, it should be the focus of our hopes and concerns and prayers. 
And that leads us to the third point of this chapter. 



MP#3  The prayers of believers change the fortunes of the church 
Let’s circle back to how this chapter started. 
   Daniel was fasting and praying for what?    
   For Israel, for the success of the people of God. 
In response to his prayer, angels began to maneuver and fight for God’s people. 
   One commentator put it this way: 
   Daniel prayed and angels went to war! 

I heard an extended interview recently with Andrew Brunson. 
   He was the American missionary who was imprisoned in Turkey for two years. 
In this interview, Brunson described how interest in his case resulted in Christians  
   around the world praying for him and for Turkey.   
He described it as a growing wave of world-wide prayer. 
   Even though the church in Turkey is tiny and despised, believers sensed that  
   the Lord was at work in ways they had not experienced before. 
He wasn’t any more specific than that.   
    
I wish he could have been more specific.  But even this chapter, Daniel 10, which  
   actually pulls back the curtain on the invisible warfare of angels and demons,  
   doesn’t describe for us the specific effects this had on the affairs of the church. 
But it does assure us that our prayers do have an effect, and that they are, in some 
   tangible way, advancing the cause of Christ’s kingdom here on earth. 

I want to tie this in with our New Testament reading from Revelation 8,  
   which is my favorite passage on prayer in the whole Bible.  
The visions in second half of the book of Daniel are deeply embedded in the book  
   of Revelation.  We’ve seen a lot of it so far.  Beasts, horns, the antichrist. 
Just a moment ago I showed you the connection between Daniel’s vision of the man 
   at the Tigris River and John’s vision of the glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 
Revelation 8:2-5 gives us a glimpse into how our prayers work in this warfare. 

An angel with a golden censer came and stood at the altar before God’s throne.  
   What’s a censer?  It’s a metal container for handling burning incense. 
You take the lid off and fill it with burning coals and the incense.   
The lid has holes in it to allow the fragrant smoke to escape.  And the way you  
   handle the thing so you don’t get burned, is that it has chains attached to it. 
   You hold it by the chains. 
The angel takes the golden censer and he fills it with coals from the altar and  
   incense and the prayers of the saints.  And the smoke of the incense mingled 
   with our prayers goes up before God as a pleasing aroma. 



But that’s not the end of our prayers.  The angel then hurls the censer to earth. 
   And when it strikes the earth, things start to happen:   
   thunder, rumblings, flashes of lighting, an earthquake. 
Those are all symbols of nations being shaken and human power structures being  
   overwhelmed.  In other words, the angel uses our prayers as a worshipful weapon 
   to change things.  

What if we don’t pray for the fortunes of the church in the world?   
   What if all we pray for are our personal and family concerns. 
Then certain things that need to happen won’t happen.   
   Angel armies will not be summoned and weaponized to fight demons.   
But I thought Jesus Christ is sovereign over history and that nothing can thwart his 
   kingdom.  Yes, that’s true.   
And it’s also true that Christ has ordained your prayers as one of the means through  
   which his kingdom is advanced.  So if you don’t pray, the kingdom is hurt. 

Do you remember our study of the Lord’s Prayer this past summer? 
Jesus taught us to pray this way: 
   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come. 
What does that mean?  Do you remember? What are we praying for in that petition? 
Let me read you the answer in the Westminster Shorter Catechism. 
   In the second petition, which is, Thy kingdom come, we pray that Satan's kingdom may be  
   destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and others brought into  
   it, and kept in it; and that the kingdom of glory may be hastened. 
It’s a prayer for war.   
   Satan’s kingdom destroyed.  The kingdom of grace advanced. 
   Our prayers are real weapons and forces in that war. 
Jesus taught us to make that one of the first priorities in our prayers. 

This is why, in our worship service intercessory prayer, we always make a point of  
   praying for our missionaries, and of often praying for the persecuted church.   
It’s obeying Christ’s instruction:  Pray this way, Thy kingdom come. 
   When we pray, angels go to war. 
There’s a famous hymn written by Timothy Dwight, the eighth president of Yale. 
It’s a hymn Daniel would have appreciated because it’s about the believer’s love 
   for the church and his or her concern for the fortunes of the church. 
Let me just read you two stanzas as we close. 

   I love thy kingdom, Lord, the house of thine abode, 
   The church our blessed Redeemer saved with his own precious blood. 



   For her my tears shall fall, for her my prayers ascend; 
   To her my cares and toils be giv’n, till toils and cares shall end. 

The church needs your needs your cares and toils.  It needs your tears and prayers. 
It’s a wonderful thing to love the church and to join in the warfare and struggle 
   against the principalities and rulers of evil in this present darkness. 
Yes, it’s a rollercoaster of victories and apparent defeats, but Jesus Christ is 
   sovereign over the flow of history, and he has given us the privilege of  
   being part of his great cause in the world.  


