
In It For The Long Haul           November 8, 2020 
Daniel 9:1-3; 20-27  

SCRIPTURE INTRO:  Daniel prayed that the Lord would forgive his sins 
   and the sins of Israel and remember his promise to return them to the land 
   after 70 years of exile in Babylon.  We looked at his prayer last week. 
Today we’re going to look at God’s answer.   

INTRO:  The most famous marriage ceremony in the English language is 
   the Book of Common Prayer. 
   These are the words that are etched into our minds when we think of a wedding. 
Wilt thou have this women to be thy wedding wife, to live together after God’s ordinance, in  
   the holy estate of matrimony?  Wilt thou love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in  
   sickness and in health; and forsaking all others, keep thee only unto her,  
   as long as you both shall live?   
I John, take thee Jane, to be my wedded wife, to have and to hold from this day forward, for  
   better for worse, for richer for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish,  
   till death do us part.   

As long as you both shall live.  Till death do us part. 
You’ve probably noticed the title of my sermon is “In It For The Long Haul” 
   There are some things of immense value and of great blessing that are worth  
   being in for the long haul.  Marriage is one of them.  Following Jesus is another. 
Keep that in mind.  I’ll come back to this at the end of the sermon. 

This passage is usually referred to as the 70 Weeks of Daniel. 
   It is the most difficult passage in Daniel to interpret. 
For example.  70 weeks.  Are these literal weeks?  Which would mean 490 days. 
   Or are these 70 weeks of years.  Which would mean 490 years. 
   That’s what most interpreters think.   
But some think this is a highly symbolic number and the division of the 70 weeks  
   into 7 weeks, 62 weeks, and 1 week are time periods of indeterminate length. 

The 70 weeks start from the going out of the word to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. 
But there are four possibilities:  The decree of Cyrus, the first or second decree of 
   Artaxerxes, or the prophecy of Jeremiah.  Those all have different dates and  
   interpreters debate which one fits best. 
Why does it say Jerusalem will be built with a moat?  It doesn’t have moat. 
   Is this a reference to the actual city of Jerusalem or is it a symbolic reference for 
   the church?  There are plausible arguments for both.   



The anointed one being cut off.  That has to be the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
   The majority of interpreters agree.  But what does it mean he will have nothing? 
That has led some to argue this is not the crucifixion, but a reference to something  
   other prophecies mention, a great falling away of believers near end. 

There are lots of other difficulties, but I’ll just mention one more. 
Who is the prince who is to come whose people destroy the city and the sanctuary?   
Many interpreters say this is the Antichrist.  But some of the great minds in church  
   history have said these are references to Christ. 
I can’t think of another verse in the Bible where there is such contradictory  
   interpretation.  This passage either refers to Christ or the Antichrist! 

So what do we know for sure about this passage? 
We know that this is God’s answer to Daniel’s prayer to forgive the people of Israel 
   and to turn their hearts to him and remember his promise to end their exile and  
   restore them to the Promised Land. 
God’s answer is:  Yes.  I will keep my promise.  I will return them to the land. 
   But I’m going to do something much greater.   

The end of those 70 years of exile in Babylon is actually the beginning of a process 
   that will take my people into the next period of time, even to the very end of time. 
It’s going to be a long process.  Not just 70 years, but 70 times seven. 
And through this I’m going to bring an end to all exile caused by sin.  
   I’m going to bring about an eternal restoration of my people to the land. 

Look again at what God promises to do in the 70 weeks.  Verse 24. 
   Finish transgression, put an end to sin, atone for iniquity, bring in everlasting  
   righteousness, seal both vision and prophet (means to fulfill all prophecies),  
   and anoint a most holy place (establish perfect worship and fellowship with him). 
John Calvin calls this a joyful message of the reconciliation of the people of God. 
   He says this promise is better and more excellent than anything in the law. 
The greatness of the promise and the grand vision of the future and our part in it,  
   makes this passage worth studying, even though it’s hard. 

Before we dive in, let me read a statement by the church father Jerome. 
This [passage] has been argued over in various ways by men of great learning.  And so, because  
   it is unsafe to pass judgment upon the opinions of the great teachers of the church and to set  
   one above another, I shall simply repeat the view of each and leave it to the reader’s judgment  
   as to whose explanation ought to be followed. 
Jerome says:  I’m going to give you a survey of the various interpretations and then  



   I’m going to leave it up to each believer’s judgment. 
So that’s what I’m going to do in this sermon.   

1.  First, I will broadly summarize two famous interpretations of the 70 Weeks 
2.  Second, I’ll give you Sieg’s humble op, and you can take it or leave it! 
3.  Third, I’ll apply this to our lives as followers of Jesus.  You will be encouraged! 



MP#1  First, two famous interpretations 
The first famous interpretation is that the 70 Weeks started with the return from  
   exile, continued through the next 490 years without interruption and ended a few  
   years after the death of Christ.  So the 70 Weeks are over. 
This interpretation combines the first seven weeks with the next 62 weeks to make 
   69 weeks, which equals 483 years.   

According to different calculations, those 483 years bring us to 30 AD,  
   which is when the Anointed One, the Ruler comes. 
   This is the beginning of the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
The prophecy next says that after that (key word), the Anointed One is cut off. 
   So that must mean that the crucifixion takes place in the final, 70th week. 
And according to this interpretation that’s what it says:  In the middle of the seventh  
   week he (the Anointed One), will make a strong covenant and put end to sacrifice.   
Three years after his ministry began, in 33 AD, Christ made a new covenant in his  
   blood and his death put an end to animal sacrifice. 

Ok, if Jesus died in the middle of the seventh week, how did that week end? 
   What happened 3½ years after his death that was so significant to mark the end 
   of this important prophecy? 
This interpretation says it’s the beginning of the mission to the Gentiles,  
   the beginning of the spread of the Gospel to people of all nations. 
That explains what it means that the city and the sanctuary will be destroyed. 
The beginning of the church marked the end of the Old Covenant.   
   The Jews’ rejection of the Gospel mission to the Gentiles led ultimately to  
   the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans. 

What about the statement at the beginning that 70 weeks would put an end to sin,   
   bring everlasting righteousness, fulfill all prophecy, etc.?  That hasn’t happened. 
Yes, in a sense it has.  The death of Christ, the establishment of the new covenant, 
   the founding of the church, the unleashing of the Gospel message to the nations, 
   is bringing about the unstoppable fulfillment of God’s redemption. 
The big event in history happened when Christ came.  Everything else just details.  

A number of the church fathers and great theologians held this interpretation: 
   Tertullian, Aquinas, Calvin—just to mention a few.  I was taught this as a boy. 
I’ll critique it in a minute, but let’s look at the second famous interpretation, 
   what’s called the Dispensational interpretation.   

It’s based on the teaching of a 19th century English minister, John Nelson Darby. 



This is the view of the Left Behind books.  Many of you grew up with this  
   interpretation, so you can probably give a better summary of it than I can. 

The Dispensational view says the first 69 weeks, 7 weeks plus 62, are continuous.   
They start with the announcement of the return of the exiles and they end with 
   the crucifixion of Christ, the cutting off of the anointed one. 
But unlike the first interpretation, the 70th week does not follow immediately. 
   And more significantly, it’s not about Christ.   
The one who puts an end to sacrifice in the middle of the last week is not a  
   prophecy of Christ dying in 33 AD, it’s a prophecy of the Antichrist at some 
   indeterminate time in the future. 
So there is a gap in the prophecy of the 70 Weeks.  Week 69 ended with the cross. 
   Week 70, the Antichrist, and all the events that mark the end of the world 
   are yet to happen.  We are living in the gap.  So far it’s been 2,020 years. 
But at some point, the final seven years of world history will begin. 

Why is there a gap?  Because the Jews rejected Christ, so God put his dealings 
   with the Jews on hold.  There’s a parenthesis in his plans.   
During this parenthesis God is saving Gentiles through the church. 
   But at some point, he’s going to get back to the Jews.   
   The Antichrist will appear, make a covenant with the Jews, rebuild the temple.   
Then, 3½ years in, he’s going to turn on the Jews, abolish sacrifice, insist they  
   worship him, and the final half of the 70th week will be a terrible tribulation for 
   the Jews, with Jesus returning to rescue them. 
But since the church is a parenthesis in God’s plan, Christians will be raptured out  
   at some point and will miss some or all of the events of the last week.  

Now, very briefly, my thoughts about these two interpretations. 
I like the way the first one sees the 70 weeks as continuous.   
   That does justice to the flow of the prophecy. 
   And I like the way it recognizes the centrality of the church in God’s plan. 
I don’t like the way the second view inserts a gap between the 69th and 70th week.    
   That breaks the flow of the prophecy.   
   And I especially don’t like the way that gap theory marginalizes the church. 
But I do like the way the second view says the last week is about the Antichrist and  
   the end of history.  That’s consistent with Bible passages with similar language. 
The first view has to strain to make the last week about the crucifixion and the  
   beginning of the church.  It has a hard time explaining the last3 ½ years. 
So how can you interpret the 70 weeks as continuous, without a gap, but at the  
   same time make 490 years stretch from the Jewish return to the land to the  



    end of the world? 
You can do it if you interpret the 70 weeks as symbolic. 

MP#2  Let me give you my view, which you can take or leave! 
I think the 70 weeks represent all of history from the return of the Jews to the land,  
   through the first coming of Christ and the establishment of the church 
   to the climactic events at the end of history. 

Here’s how I get there.  The 70 weeks are divided into three parts. 
   There are seven weeks, then 62 weeks, then the one final week. 
But did you notice that the two interpretations I summarized ignored the seven 
   and the 62 and just combined them into 69 weeks. 

How do they justify combining the two?   
I’ve got to get into the nitty-gritty, so stick with me. 
Listen again to verse 25.  This is the ESV. 
   Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and build  
   Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks.  Then for  
   sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in a troubled time. 
The ESV says that in the first seven weeks two big things will happen. 
   The Jews will return from exile and the Anointed One, Messiah will come. 
Then, throughout the next 62 weeks Jerusalem will built in a troubled time. 
   Two distinct time periods.   

Now listen to verse 25 in the NIV. 
   Know and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem  
   until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’  
   It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 
The NIV doesn’t put a period after the first seven weeks.   
   It says seven weeks and 62 weeks, combining the two into one 69 week period. 
The reason for different translations is that Hebrew doesn’t have punctuation. 
   The connecting word between seven and 62 weeks can be either and or then. 

I think the ESV is the correct translation for two reasons.   
First, the oldest Hebrew manuscripts have notations that indicate the seven weeks 
   and the 62 weeks are to be separated.  Seven weeks period.  Then 62 weeks. 
   These notations are not inspired.  But they are the opinion of Jewish scholars. 
Second, why would this prophecy make a point of seven weeks and 62 weeks 
   if it is not to indicate two distinct periods?  It’s a strange way of saying 69 weeks. 
If this is correct, then the whole prophecy consists of three time periods. 



   A relatively limited time:  Seven weeks 
   A relatively extended time:  62 weeks 
   A clearly climactic time:  one week 

What two big things happened in the relatively limited time, the first seven weeks? 
   The Jewish people returned from exile and Jesus Christ appeared. 
That means we are living in the extended time, the 62 weeks. 
   What is the main event happening in the 62 weeks?  Jerusalem is being built, 
   but in troubled times.  I think this refers to the church.   
Jesus said, I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. 
   This is the church age.  Acts 1, you will be my witnesses to all the earth.  

You might say, but it clearly says the Anointed One will be cut off after 62 weeks  
   and have nothing.  If that’s the crucifixion, then your interpretation is wrong.   
Yes, but it has been argued that the phrase he will be cut off and have nothing refers  
   not to the crucifixion, but to an end-time event mentioned in other prophecies. 
That near the end of the church age there will be a great falling away, a great  
   apostasy, many turning away from Christ. 

If that is what is being referenced here, then it would lead right into the final week. 
   This climactic week is clearly a time of great trouble for the people of God.   
There is no doubt in my mind that the language and images used to describe the  
   events of the last week are those of the deception and persecution of the church 
   by the antichrist.  This sounds very much like 2 Thessalonians and Revelation. 
But God intervenes and it’s suddenly over and the desolator is destroyed. 

Here’s how one writer summed up these three time periods in the prophecy. 
   A time when hope is restored.  Return from exile and the coming of the Christ. 
   A time when life goes on.  Jerusalem is being built, but in troubled times. 
   A time when storm clouds gather.  Evil makes its final stand and God intervenes. 

When Daniel prayed he was asking God to make the end of the 70 years in Babylon 
   to be the final restoration of God’s people, sin completely removed, all the  
   prophecies fulfilled, perfect worship restored, the eternal kingdom of David’s son. 
God said:  Yes, but not in your timeframe.  Yes, I’m going to do all you’ve asked. 
   But it’s not going to be finished after these 70 years are over. 
It’s going to be 70 times seven to accomplish complete victory. 
Was Daniel disappointed?  Maybe. 
I think it’s interesting that the disciples were a little disappointed after Jesus rose  
   from the dead that he didn’t immediately usher in his eternal kingdom. 



Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel? 
   That’s what they asked him before he ascended into heaven.  
   They wanted the kingdom of God to come now, not in thousands of years. 
But Jesus said, It’s not for you to know the times or dates set by the Father. 
   I’m giving you the Holy Spirit and you have work to do. 
   You have to be building Jerusalem in troubled times until I return. 

Well, that’s my view of the 70 weeks as of now.   
   It doesn’t account for all the details. 
   In many ways it’s a reflection of my theological point of view and the things that  
   matter to me in the Bible. 
But even if you don’t find it convincing, I think it does contain enough biblical truth 
   for an important application to our lives as followers of Jesus. 

MP3  Applying the 70 weeks to the Christian life. 
We live in a culture that reinforces every day our desire for instant gratification. 
Remember how you use to have to wait until movies came out in the theater 
   before you could see them?   
Now we have Amazon and Hulu and Netflix and you can watch whatever you want  
   right now. 
We have credit cards that enable us to buy what we want even if we don’t have the  
   money in the bank.   

But the kingdom of God is not like that. 
   What God is doing in the world take time.  It takes thousands of years of time.   
We’re in a better position than Daniel to understand why it’s taking so long 
   because the New Testament tells us things he probably didn’t understand. 
The New Testament clearly explains that it isn’t just the Jews who need to 
   be restored to righteousness, the Gentiles do too.  
In fact, it’s God’s plan for people from every tribe and language and people and  
   nation to experience an end of sin.  
   That takes time. 

2 Peter says that the reason Christ’s return seems delayed is that there are still  
   multitudes of people yet to be saved.   
So the church has to wait for them patiently, and while we’re waiting, we have 
   to endure the trouble of life in a fallen world and the attacks of the Devil. 
Of course we want Jesus and the new creation to get here and for God to wipe 
   away every tear from our eyes tomorrow. 
But that’s the price we pay for the salvation of multitudes of people who have 



   not yet been saved, even people who are yet to be born. 

Here’s something else we’ve seen that Daniel didn’t see. 
We’ve seen the appearance of the Anointed One.   
   We’ve seen the coming of Jesus Christ.  Daniel didn’t see that. 
   All he had was the prophecy, we’ve seen the fulfillment. 
There was nothing so unexpected in human history as the life, death, and  
   resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We’ve seen the end of first seven weeks. 
We’re well into the 62 weeks and we can see that it is being fulfilled too. 
   Jerusalem is being built in troubled times.  For 2,000 years the Gospel has 
   been spreading around the world.  It’s a remarkable story. 
We probably won’t be around for the end of the 62 weeks and the final week  
   when evil asserts itself one last time.  
But isn’t it comforting to know that God has determined the course of history 
   and that it’s unfolding according to his plan? 

I imagine Daniel was both discouraged and encouraged by what he was told 
   by the angel Gabriel.  God’s people have much yet to suffer, but victory awaits.  
Daniel’s life reminds us that this is not just the big story of redemptive history, 
   it’s the individual story of every Christian life. 
Daniel lived in troubled times, torn from his home as a young man, decades living  
   among people who didn’t share his faith or values, growing old and coming to  
   realize he would never see Jerusalem again in this life. 
And yet, he was in it for the long haul.  He walked by faith to the very end. 
   Because he knew God loved him and that victory awaited. 

You can do the same, no matter what your troubles are. 
Because God loves you, he’s in control, and victory awaits his people.


