
“The Sequel”                                                                                 April 26, 2020 
John 21:1-15 

SI:  We’re looking at Jesus’ resurrection appearances in John’s Gospel. 
Two weeks ago, on Easter Sunday, we studied the appearance of Christ on the  
   evening of Easter Sunday when he came to his disciples when they were in the  
   room with the doors locked. 
Then, one week later he appeared to them again, and this time he had an important  
   conversation with his disciple Thomas.  We looked that appearance last Sunday. 

Jesus appeared to the disciples again, perhaps a week or two later. 
They had left Jerusalem and gone back home, up to the north, up to Galilee. 
   This is what happened . . .  

INTRO:  What’s going to happen when we come out of this period of lock down, 
   quarantine, social distancing, whatever you call it?   
What’s going to happen with the virus?   
   Will infections and deaths plateau, drop, or increase? 

What’s going to happen to the economy?   
   To the unemployment rate? 
   To small businesses?   
   With inflation 
   With factory orders 
   With Chinese imports  

What effects will this have long-term on the social fabric? 
   On marriages?  On public events?  On crime?  On hand shaking?  
What will the political effects be for the 2020 election? 
   How will this affect international relations? 
You can go to any number of websites and read articles by smart people with 
   wildly different predictions about what’s going to happen with this or that. 

Nobody knows.  
Christians don’t know either.  Christians don’t have an inside scoop. 
We don’t have better insight than anyone else on how this is going to affect 
   the oil industry, or small colleges, or civil liberties, or anything else.   
We don’t even know how this is going to affect our own individual lives in 
   terms of our health, our finances, or our relationships.   
But God has given his people something the world doesn’t have. 



He has given us a big-picture view. 
He has told us the big themes, the great acts, the vital forces that are 
   at play in this world, and that is a tremendous comfort. 
It’s also a great responsibility.  Because to whom much is given, much is required. 

So in this time of great uncertainty, when all the experts are either scratching their  
   heads or shouting at each other, let’s look at the big things we can know and settle 
   into those. 

For you note-takers, I want us to look at this passage under three headings. 
   John’s ending 
   Our calling 
   Christ’s appearing 



First, John’s ending 
In some movies there is something called a post-credits scene. 
It’s a short clip after the movie is over and after all the closing credits have rolled. 
   If the movie is a comedy, it might be one more humorous scene. 
   Or it could be outtakes or bloopers. 
   Or it might be a scene that sets up a possible sequel. 
I thought post-credits scenes were a recent trend, but I read on Wikipedia that  
   the first one was in 1968 in the movie, Night of the Living Dead. 

John chapter 21 is a post-credits scene.  Let me explain what I mean. 
Everyone agrees that chapter 20 is the theological and literary climax of the book. 

The Gospel of John starts with this statement, chapter one, verse one: 
   In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.   
Then John sets out to show that Jesus is God. 
   He gives sign after sign, proof after proof that Jesus is God for 20 chapters. 
And it all culminates when Thomas, the skeptical disciple, who said he would  
   not believe unless he could see and touch, is confronted by the risen Christ, 
   and Thomas says:  “My Lord and my God.”   

Chapter 1 In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. 
Chapter 20  My Lord and my God. 
   Those are the bookends that frame the Gospel of John. 
And then, after that climactic confession by Thomas, it’s like the credits roll. 

John says:  
   Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in  
   this book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of  
   God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
Jesus is Lord and God, believe in him and you will have eternal life.  Period. 
   That sounds like it’s the end of the book. 

But wait, don’t walk out of the theatre yet, there’s a post-credits scene.   
We’re no longer in the city of Jerusalem right after the resurrection.   
Instead, it’s some weeks later, an early morning on the shore of Lake Tiberius, 
   up north in Galilee.  Jesus appears to seven of the disciples one last time. 
He does a miracle, gives them breakfast, and talks to Peter.  Then it’s over. 

What’s the purpose of John 21?  It feels like it’s tacked on. 
John 21 is the beginning of the sequel.   



   It answers the question:  
What is going to happen in this world after the resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
Since Jesus is no longer here and has ascended into heaven, what happens next? 

If you think about it, Matthew and Luke do the same thing. 
After Matthew tells about the resurrection, he has that short section at the very end  
   that we call the Great Commission, where Jesus appears one last time and outlines 
   what is going to happen, how his disciples will be witnesses in all the world. 

Luke himself got so excited about the sequel that he wrote a whole book about it. 
The book of Acts.  Acts also starts with Jesus making these final appearances 
   to his disciples and talking about the future after he was gone.  

John doesn’t tell about Jesus giving a Great Commission  
   and instructing his followers to make be witnesses and make disciples. 
Instead, John relates a miraculous catch of fish and a breakfast and a conversation 
   about feeding sheep.  But this is also the beginning of the sequel 

The reason this is so important is that is reminds us that the ministry of Jesus 
   is continuing in this world and as his disciples, we are part of it. 
Jesus is Lord and God, we have believed in him and have eternal life in his name. 
   And now, as Christians, we are part of the work he is continuing to do in this 
   world through us.   
This sequel will end when Jesus returns at his Second Coming.   

I hope this is encouraging to you in these strange times. 
Jesus said there would be wars and rumors or wars, famines and earthquakes 
   in various places, but do not to be alarmed.   
He commands you, Do not be alarmed about this pandemic. 
   Do not be alarmed about the uncertainty of the experts. 

Instead, he wants you to think about this:   
   Because you’re his follower, you’re part of his redemptive work in this world. 
   Jesus has risen and ascended, but his work continues and you’re in the sequel 

This comes into sharper focus when we consider the next point . . . 

MP#2  Our calling 
What were the disciples doing that morning?  They were fishing. 



What did Jesus tell Peter to do?  Feed my sheep.  
   Fishing and shepherding.   
You have to be blind and deaf as a Christian not to see the significance of those. 
   Fishing and shepherding are the two great tasks of the church. 
I’m going to cover the shepherding part in more detail next week. 

Let’s focus on the fishing.  
Jesus often used fishing as a way of describing evangelism and missions. 
   He told his disciples:  I will make you fishers of men. 
   One of his parables compared the Gospel to a net catching all sorts of fish. 
John was certainly aware of that symbolism as he related this story. 

Does the number of fish that were caught jump out at you?  153 fish. 
   Why didn’t John say many fish or about 150 fish? 
Remember there was another time Jesus performed the same miracle and 
   gave his disciples a huge catch, but it doesn’t tell the exact number that time. 
But John thought it was important to include the exact number this time. 
   And remember, John wrote this in his old age, after having a lifetime to reflect  
   on the details.  Also remember, John loved symbolism and symbolic numbers. 
Just read the book of Revelation and you’ll see.  It seems very unlikely that this is 
   just a random historical detail.  So what might 153 symbolize?   

The church fathers, like Augustine, pointed out that 153 is the triangular number of  
   17, which means it is the sum of all the numbers from 1 to 17, and it can be  
   represented as a triangle. 
Imagine 17 dots in a line at bottom, then the next line with 16 dots, up to 1 at top. 
   The dots would form a triangle of 153 total dots.  
You and I shrug our shoulders and say, So what?  But the church fathers were  
   convinced this was significant, that something was being communicated. 
But what might it have been?  153 and 17.   

In Ezekiel 47, the prophet has a vision about the age of salvation. 
   He sees a sees a river flowing out from under the temple down into the Dead Sea. 
When it enters, it turns the lifeless salt water of the Dead Sea fresh,  
   and large numbers of fish will be there and fishermen will stand on the shore  
   from En Gedi to En Eglaim casting nets.  

For the Hebrews, the Sea was a symbol of the Gentile nations.    
   These fish are an image of the age of salvation, when Gentile people of all sorts 
   are going to be caught, just like in Jesus’ parable, where he compared the Gospel  



   and God’s kingdom to a net with a great catch. 

So what about the numbers 17 and 153. 
In Hebrew, there are no numeric symbols, numbers expressed through letters. 
The first nine letters of the Hebrew alphabet are numbers 1-9,  
   the next nine are 10, 20, 30, up to 90, the last four are the numbers 100 to 400. 
This means that every word in Hebrew has a numeric value. 
   You just add up the value of each letter for the total value of the word. 
Where does this great catch on the shore of the Dead Sea happen? 
   Fishermen cast their nets between En Gedi and En Eglaim. 
   Those are two springs on the shore of the Dead Sea.  En means spring in Hebrew. 
The numeric value for En Gedi is 17 and the value for En Eglaim is . . . 153.  

In other words, this symbolic number ties together Ezekiel’s prophecy of the  
   Gospel age and Jesus last miracle with his disciples. 
You might say, OK, interesting, how does that help me? 
It’s easy to get discouraged that our witness has not caught more people. 
   You and I have cast our nets many times and come up empty.   
And on a larger scale, it’s easy to get discouraged by the way the church and  
   the cause of Christ’s kingdom seems to be plateaued or shrinking in places. 
Let me ask a question:  Did Jesus knew how many fish were going to be caught?   
   Did he know 153 large fish?  Yes!  He is the sovereign God, he arranged it. 
   And when his disciples were most discouraged, he made it happen. 

Keep on being faithful to your calling as fishers of men. 
Keep sharing your faith with people you know, keep praying for and supporting  
   missions and the cause of Christ’s kingdom—and the Lord will answer in time. 
It may very well be that God will use this virus and the bad things that follow 
   to give his disciples a great catch of fish.   
Yesterday I talked to a neighbor who was standing outside.  She’s a Christian. 
   She told me she has a work colleague who is successful and polished, but not  
   a believer, not interested in spiritual things.   
This colleague confided in her that she is overwhelmed with worry, that the things  
   she has built her life on feels uncertain, and she wonders if she needs God.  
We have a great calling.  If we are faithful and fishing, then here’s what we do 
   know about the future, that our sovereign Lord Jesus will give us a catch. 
John’s ending—we’re part of the sequel of Christ’s work on earth until he comes. 
Our calling—gathering in people from every nation, building them up in faith 
MP#3  Christ’s appearing 
Verse 1 says Jesus appeared again to his disciples and verse 14, this was now the  



   third time Jesus appeared to his disciple after he was raised from the dead. 
Jesus has ascended into heaven.  But does he still appear to us today?   

There is a difference between saying “God is everywhere” and saying “God is here” 
When we say God is everywhere, affirming what theologians call his omnipresence.  
   God transcends all limitations of space.   
   He is present in every part of his creation.   
The Bible speaks of God’s omnipresence over and over again.  Psalm 139 

When we say God is here, we are affirming what theologians call his special  
   manifestations for grace or judgement.   
The Bible says things like God came, God went, God descended, God ascended. 
It doesn’t mean God moved from one space to another.  God is everywhere. 
   It’s a way of expressing that God is at work in relationships and in redemption. 

This is helpful for thinking about Jesus appearing. 
Jesus appeared to his disciples back then.  Does he appear to his disciples today? 
   Does he appear to us?  He doesn’t appear in the flesh. 
   His resurrected and glorified body is in heaven until the Second Coming. 
We can certainly say that as God, Christ is everywhere.  He’s omnipresent. 
   Wherever I am, I know that God the Son is there.   

But we can also say Jesus came to me.  Jesus appeared to me. 
   He was with me in that particular moment or in that place. 
   Paul said in 2 Timothy, at my trial the Lord stood by my side. 
We’re talking about a special manifestation of Jesus.   
   When he is at work in in relationships and doing redemptive things in us. 

You’ve probably noticed by now that John 21 is a real life parable. 
It really happened.  It’s real history.  But it’s more than that. 
   It’s a parable for how life is going to be for Jesus’ disciples during this age. 
And there are two moments in story where Christ’s appearance is applicable to you. 

The first is when he called out instructions to them from the shore. 
They had been out all night and had caught nothing. 
Night for John is symbolic for existence apart from God, for life without 
   the Spirit, without divine guidance, even for demonic confusion. 
Don’t imagine this means the disciples weren’t believers or were disobeying God. 
   No, but you do still live in a fallen world.   
Even as a believer you can be a victim of confusion and frustration and evil forces. 



But as the light begins to dawn in the east, there is a figure on the shore. 
He calls to them:  Friends, haven’t you any fish?  No, they called back. 
   And then he tells them to throw their nets on the right side and the rest is history. 
The nets are full, the look up from tugging on them and the morning has brightened, 
   and suddenly they recognize his face. 

For some time a friend of mine has been distressed about a complex situation in 
   his life that has caused a lot of worry and uncertainty.   
But Jesus came to him and told him to be content and finish well.   
   His situation is mostly unchanged, his outlook different because the night is over. 
You don’t know what will happen with the virus and the economy and so on. 
   But you do know that after the night, Jesus will come to you in the morning light,  
   his Word and Spirit to give you instruction, wisdom, and guidance. 
So you should keep your eyes open for him there.   

The second moment in this story that is applicable to us is the breakfast. 
Let me read you something: 
Jesus in his resurrected body, victorious over death and the grave, soon to be exalted and 
glorified, bends over a charcoal fire.  He meets their tiredness after a night of toil with a hot 
breakfast.  What tenderness.  In what over religion does God do this?  The same God who 
created all things and sovereignly upholds them by the word of his power, who redeems, who 
commands his angels, who sends his Holy Spirit—that same God knows our weary frame and 
he shows us small and tender mercies. 

Jesus appears to us in wisdom and instruction through is Word and Spirit, 
   and this is the other place he appears to us—in his small and tender mercies. 
Unsaved people don’t see Jesus when they eat a hot breakfast, but you can.   
   You should. 
No matter what the future holds, if you keep your eyes of faith open,  
   Jesus will appear to you in small and tender mercies.   
And that is a wonderful thing to know. 


