
“Forever and Through All Generations”                                  December 8, 2019 
Joel 3:17-21 

SI:  We’re at the end of our study of the book of Joel.  
Joel starts with locust plague that is a premonition of the day of judgment and a  
   foreshadowing of hell.  Joel ends with a promise of heaven. 

What passage in the New Testament does this last part of Joel remind you of? 

Revelation 21:1-8 
1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with 
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away." 5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making 
everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 6 
He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him 
who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 He who 
overcomes will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8 But the cowardly, 
the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, 
the idolaters and all liars-- their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the 
second death." 

Revelation 22:1-4 
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of 
the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The 
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will 
see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 

INTRO:  What is heaven?  The Children’s Catechism says: 



“A glorious and happy place where the righteous shall be forever with the Lord.” 

That’s a good answer, but it doesn’t tell us much. 
   It doesn’t stir our imaginations and get us thinking and planning for heaven. 
That’s the challenge of heaven for Christians.  The challenge is not believing in it. 
   Most people believe in heaven—even many non-Christians. 
   The challenge is believing in it so vividly, that it affects your life now. 

I want us to start with an imaginative exercise. 
I used this in a sermon ten years ago.   
   If you remember it, tell me after church and I’ll compliment you! 
Imagine this afternoon you get a phone call from your rich uncle in Ponchatoula,  
   La.  Maybe you don’t have a rich uncle in Ponchatoula—but imagine you do. 
He’s a life-long bachelor and you are his favorite niece or nephew. 
   Unc, you say, how are you doing.  You call him Unc. 

He says,  Niecie, I’ve been thinking.  He calls you niecie, or nephy. 
   I don’t want to wait till I die to give you what I have planned. 
   I want you to get it while I’m still alive so I can see you enjoy it. 
I’ve got to make some financial arrangements and finish some things, but in about  
   a year or so, I’m not exactly sure when, I’m going to give you my estate.   
I wanted you to know ahead of time so you would know it’s coming and you can 
   start making plans. 
You hang up the phone and tell your spouse—You aren’t going to believe this.   
   That was millionaire Uncle Joe from Ponchatoula and he’s giving me his estate. 

Now, here’s my question, would you think about that promise very often 
   over the course of the next year?  Would it in any way color your view of life? 
I’m sure there would be times when you didn’t think about it— 
   In the rush of the morning when you were getting the kids off to school. 
   Or in the middle of a very busy project at work. 

But you would find yourself thinking about it quite often. 
When your work was hard, you would think about it. 
   You might say to yourself, I’m quitting this job in a year. 
Or you might say, I don’t mind the pressure at work any more because my  
   livelihood doesn’t depend on it.  I actually enjoy my work more than ever.   
When you got an unexpected expense that wrecked budget, it wouldn’t throw you. 
You would say:  I can’t afford that now but I’m not worried. 
   I’ll do what I have to do because in a year or so everything taken care of. 



When you saw people in financial need, you would start to think— 
   Won’t it be fun to help them without them even knowing. 
   I’ll have to figure out a way to do that. 
When you looked at your children and thought about their future, you would be  
   thinking hard about how best to make this wealth a blessing and not a curse.   
For that whole year you would feel rich, even though you weren’t—yet. 
   Your uncle’s promise would color your outlook on life. 

I’m sure you can see where I am going with this—the promise of heaven. 
In the Bible, heaven is the goal to which everything points. 
   Christ came into this world and suffered and died so we could go to heaven. 
   When he comes again in glory it will be to take us to heaven. 
Living with Christ and communion with the Father and Holy Spirit in heaven 
   is the great object of our salvation. 

Before he left, Jesus said,  
“I go to prepare a place for you, so that where I am you may be also.” 
Heaven is not an afterthought in the Bible.  It’s the grand purpose and climax. 
   Without heaven, the whole meaning of life for Christians crumbles. 
   If there is no resurrection and heaven, the Bible says, we are to be pitied. 

And it is God’s will that you live every day with the prospect of heaven. 
   That you often have happy thoughts and plans about what God has in store. 
Because if you do, it will color your life now.   
   It will make you into a certain kind of person. 

Let’s look at Joel 3 using Revelation 21 as a kind of commentary, and will  
    see how the promise of heaven can make you  
   1.  patient in suffering, 2.  joyful in pleasure, and 3.  unafraid in death 



MP#1  The promise of heaven will make you patient in suffering 
Joel first describes heaven by saying Jerusalem will never again be invaded by  
   foreigners.   
That’s probably not the first thing that comes to your mind about heaven.  
   You probably think about seeing your loved ones who have died. 
But this is where Joel starts and it’s good, because it gets us thinking outside 
   the box about heaven. 

Jerusalem was often under attack from enemies all around, far and near. 
   Try to list all the different foreign armies that attacked Jerusalem— 
   Syria, Edom, Ammon, Egypt, Philistia, Assyria, Babylon. 
Everybody wanted control of that patch of ground. 
   So there were always invasions or threats of invasions. 
   And all the worries and losses and evils of war. 
Joel says:  I’m looking forward to the day God promises it won’t happen ever again. 

Revelation expands Joel’s vision and says it’s not just Jerusalem,  
   it says there is a tree of life in heaven with leaves for the healing of the nations.  
Think about that the next time you watch the news! 
   All the sorrows and pain caused by the conflicts of nations will be healed! 

Joel follows up with this by mentioning two historic enemies of Israel— 
   Egypt and Edom.   
And he says that in this good future God has promised, because of the violence   
   they’ve done to Judah, they’re going to be desolate wastelands. 

Revelation expands on Joel’s vision when it says:  the cowardly, the unbelieving,  
   the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts,  
   idolaters, and all liars—their place is the lake of fire.” 
In heaven will we be conscious of and rejoicing in God’s punishment of evil.   
That seems strange until you think how often life here is spoiled by evil people. 
   It won’t ever happen again in heaven because certain people will be banned. 

So the sorrows and evils caused by the conflicts of nations will be ended. 
   The presence of evil people will be eradicated. 
And then Joel mentions something else about heaven:   
   God will say to Judah, Your bloodguilt, which I have not pardoned, I will pardon. 
What does that mean?  It almost sounds like it’s saying that really bad sins, like  
   murder, won’t be  pardoned until we get to heaven.  But that doesn’t make sense. 
Bloodguilt in the Bible often carries with it the concept of generational sins. 



   The evils done by previous generations fall in curses on future generations. 
    The sins of the fathers are visited upon the children to third and fourth gen. 
Of course, we see this all the time in our fallen world. 
Children and even grandchildren repeating the sins of their parents or reacting 
   against those sins in sinful ways that cause problems for the next generation. 
Joel is looking forward to heaven because generational sins are fully and  
   completely pardoned.  They will no longer trouble us.   

And Revelation expands this in the biggest possible way when it says 
   No longer will there be any curse. 
Which is remarkable, because the curse is the result of the ultimate generational sin. 
   Our father Adam eat the forbidden fruit—and every single one of us rebels 
   against God in our own ways and passes that rebel heart on to our children. 
But in heaven, no more curse.  Bloodguilt pardoned for all generations.  

So in heaven the evils caused by conflicts of nations are ended, 
   evil people are no longer able to trouble and darken human life, 
    and generational evils and sins are pardoned and no longer have power. 
You can say it that way, but Revelation says it better: 
   And there will be no more death, mourning, crying, or pain for the old order of  
   things has passed away. 

If you believe that is your destiny, it will give you patience in your suffering now. 
Because heaven will make up for all the disappointments of life in this world. 
All the ravages of our life on earth, all the shortcomings, all the sorrows,  
   all the wrongs, all the disappointments will be made up for and set right.   
And there will be no more such things. 

Go back to your Uncle Joe from Ponchatoula. 
   Doesn’t his promise enable you to be patient in your present financial suffering? 
   Doesn’t just a few minutes of imagining next year calm you down? 
Well the promise of heaven has the ability to overwhelm suffering so you can say  
   with patience, just a little bit longer and the Lord will make up for all this. 

There’s an old English hymn that says: 
   “My trials may deepen, my comforts may flee; 
   I’m rich amid ruin with heaven and Thee!” 



MP#2  The promise of heaven will make you joyful in pleasure 
We’ve talked about the bad things of life caused by sin and the curse. 
   But by God’s grace, there are still lots of good things in this life. 
And Joel sees all the good things as foretastes and anticipations of heaven. 

When the Bible speaks of heaven, it can mean two things. 
   It can mean going into God’s presence when we die. 
When a believer dies, his body is buried and his soul goes to be with Jesus. 
   It’s a place of rest and goodness and all who have died in Christ are there. 
   To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord, says Paul 

But as good as heaven is, everybody there is anticipating something better. 
   They’re anticipating the Second Coming of Christ. 
When Christ returns, the dead in Christ will rise with glorified bodies. 
   Those who are still alive will have their bodies and souls also glorified. 
   We will all have bodies like Jesus Christ has.  Perfect and powerful. 
And at that time King Jesus is going to bring heaven to earth. 

That’s the other way the Bible speaks of heaven. 
Sometimes the Bible calls it the new heaven and the new earth, or new Jerusalem.   
   It’s God’s creation redeemed  and purified as our eternal home. 
   That’s where everything is heading.   

When you’re going to a really big football game and you walk through 
   the gates and into the stadium, that’s a great feeling.  
You feel the excitement of the crowd.  Everybody’s talking about the game. 
And as you start walking up the ramp and looking at your ticket and looking at the  
   numbers above the entrance ways, that feels great.   
Then you actually walk through the entranceway and see the field itself— 
   and the colors and the bands and your anticipation goes through the roof. 

That’s how it is with believers now in heaven with Christ. 
   Everybody’s talking about his Second Coming.   
   They’re trying to get the best seats, so to speak.   
   The bands are playing, things are warming up. 
But everybody knows that as great as this moment is, this isn’t why we’re here. 
   We’re here for the kickoff.  We want the game itself to begin. 
The game is the new heavens and the new earth.  
   It’s this world redeemed and real human life redeemed. 
The way the Bible always describes it by piling up picture after picture the best 



   and most pleasurable and happy things in life. 
What are Joel’s images of heaven and the new creation?   
   He describes it as the overflowing abundance of three liquids—wine, milk, water. 

Water.  All the ravines of Judah will run with water.  
   A fountain will flowing out of temple, water dry valleys. 
   Water quenches thirst.  In heaven, our deepest thirsts will be satisfied. 
Milk.  The hills will flow with milk. 
   Milk nourishes.  It’s the liquid babies drink to grow strong. 
   In heaven, we’re going to grow, we’re going to have a sense of purpose 
Wine.  In that day the mountains will drip new wine. 
   New wine is from the first pressing of grapes, it’s the sweetest and strongest. 
   Wine is for celebrations, it’s for the happiest times with friends. 
   The significance is obvious, heaven will be a place of enjoyment and conviviality. 

Here’s what heaven does for you now.  It infuses all the good things in your life 
   with a deeper sense of satisfaction, purpose, and joy, because you know they are 
   are pointing to a greater, future reality. 
Anglican theologian Harry Blamires put it this way: 
   “It is in fragmentary glimpses that the joys of the kingdom are flashed before our faces on our  
   earthly pilgrimage.” 

There are two dark shadows always hovering over the good things in this life.   
The first is that they are temporary. 
Blamires himself says one glimpse of heaven that he’ll never forget is the first time  
   he held the hand of the woman who became his wife.  But she died. 
   And before the casket was closed he held her hand the last time and it was cold. 
That’s one dark shadow.  All good things here are fleeting. 
   The other dark shadow is that by themselves, even the best things in this life 
   aren’t enough to fill our souls.  Always the temptation to discontentment. 

But if you truly believe that every good thing you have and every memory of good 
   and beautiful moments in your life—that those are fragmentary glimpses of the  
   joys of the kingdom that Jesus is flashing before your face—then you’re going to 
   enjoy them more.  
Because when you lose them, they aren’t just past memories, they are foretastes 
   of the good things God has planned.  And knowing you have a future with Jesus, 
   you’ll be less tempted to try to get unrealistic satisfaction from them here. 
So the promise of heaven will make you patient in suffering, joyful in pleasure, and  
MP#3  Unafraid in death 



In this last section of his prophecy, Joel uses a literary device. 
   He brackets this section with the idea of the Lord dwelling with his people. 
   Let’s read it again. 
Vs 17  Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, dwell in Zion, my holy hill.  
Vs. 21 The LORD dwells in Zion!  
   (Zion is another name for Jerusalem.) 

Why is LORD printed in all caps?  That’s Yahweh, God’s personal name.   
   It’s the name he uses with people who he’s in covenant with. 
   It’s his name of personal relationship. 
You know how some people have a nickname that only their friends call them? 
   They would never introduce selves to strangers with that name or allow to use. 
   That’s kind of how Yahweh is used.   
God has other names and titles for his dealings with other people, but for his people, 
   he’s Yahweh, the LORD.   
So Joel’s Old Testament vision of heaven is Yahweh dwelling with his people. 

When you move to the New Testament, this gets expanded. 
The most significant expansion is that when the New Testament quotes Old  
   Testament passages that say Yahweh, it applies them to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is the covenant making and covenant keeping Lord. 
   Jesus is God in relationship with his people.   

You see Joel’s image of God dwelling with his people expanded in Revelation. 
   “the dwelling of God is with men and he will live with them.” 
   “God himself will be with them.” 
   “God himself will wipe every tear from their eyes.” 
Won’t that be overwhelming?   
   Christ wiping the tears from your cheeks with his scarred hands. 

There is no sun or moon there to give light—why? 
   Because the glory of God is its light.  The Lamb is its lamp. 
There is no temple there—why?  
   Because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
   And John says that we will see his face, his name will be on our foreheads. 
There is in this repeated theme the sense of welcome, of communion, 
   of coming home, of arriving at the place we’ve been looking for all our lives. 
And there to welcome us, and bless us is the Lord himself.   
As you imagine that, and long for it, then you will face the end with confidence. 
A person who really believes God’s promise of heaven cannot face the end 



   without anticipation and peace.  Because he is going home. 
   She is going where she has always wanted to be. 

And if you are unafraid of death, then that carries over into other areas of your life  
   and it can make you bold and unafraid of anything you face. 

Do you believe in heaven? 
I know you do.  But do you think on it?  Do you image it? 
   Does the thought of it in the midst of life make you patient, joyful, unafraid? 

This Sunday you’ve gotten a phone call— 
   not from your rich uncle, telling you about a little money.  

But you’ve gotten a call from your heavenly Father, and from your elder brother, 
   a call from the Holy Spirit through Joel’s prophecy and John’s revelation  
   saying— 
In just a little while, very soon, things are even now being arranged. 
   Goodness, life, affirmation.   

As you take Communion today, and as you drink the cup— 
   Remember the Lord’s words:  I will not drink this cup again until I drink it 
   anew with you in my Father’s kingdom.   
Let that promise move you and animate you.   


