
“The Day of the LORD”                                                             November 3, 2019 
Joel 2:1-17 

SI:  Please open your Bible to the book of the prophet Joel. 
This book is about God getting his people’s attention through the disaster of a  
   locust plague.  In this chapter, the locusts are described like an unstoppable,  
   invading army. 
They swarm over the defenses of the city and leave the land desolate behind them. 
As we read, see if you can answer two questions:  
Who is leading this army of locust? 
What does he want from the people he is invading? 

INTRO:  The approach I mostly take to preaching is called lectio continua. 
That’s Latin for “continuous reading.” 
What it means is that I choose a book of the Bible and preach through it  
   consecutively, one chapter or passage at a time.  
Like Joel.  I preached on chapter one last week, half of chapter two this week, etc. 
   And I’ll keep going until I’m finished with Joel.  

The main argument for lectio continua is that it’s the best way to insure the  
   church gets all the teachings of the Bible, both the popular and unpopular ones. 
   Preachers always face the subtle temptation to preach what’s comfortable. 
But lectio continua forces you to preach whatever comes up next, even if it’s a 
   passage about something you wouldn’t choose yourself to preach.   
   And if the congregation is used to this, they are expecting it to be covered. 

Also, lectio continua gives the teachings of the Bible in the Bible’s own proportions 
   What I mean is that you soon realize when you follow this approach that the  
   Bible itself emphasizes some topics more than others. 
One topics the Bible emphasizes a lot is the day of judgment, day of the Lord. 
   It’s in both in the Old Testament and the New Testament a lot. 
God wants us to know that there is a day which he has firmly established when 
   all the world will be judged, every man and angel will give an account. 

I chose to preach on Joel because there are some amazing promises of God’s grace  
   in this prophecy.   
The greatest of all Old Testament promises of the Holy Spirit is in Joel. 
   In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.   
   It’s the promise of Pentecost, and it has reverberated for past 2,000 years.   
There is also in Joel the amazing promise:   



   “I will restore to you the years the locusts have eaten.” 
   I can’t wait for us to study that promise.   
There is also in Joel the promise “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will  
   be saved.”   Both Peter and Paul quote that promise and make it famous. 
In Joel we find God’s promise of autumn and spring rains, which James picks up  
   and quotes in his book.  It’s a promise with special meaning to believers.   
And Joel has one of the loveliest short descriptions of heaven in the Bible. 

But before you get to any of those passages, you have the first half of the book  
   which is about the day of God’s judgment.  The day of the Lord. 
It’s going to be a terrible and awesome day, a day of darkness and gloom. 
   Knees will shake.  
   Foundations will crumble.  
   Books will be opened.   
   Secrets will be exposed. 

God wants us to know this. 
   He wants us to understand and process all the wonderful, hopeful, comforting 
   promises in the Bible, even the promise of heaven, through the lens of judgment. 
We could even go so far as to say that if you don’t understand and believe and  
   respond correctly to God’s judgment, then you don’t understand God’s grace. 

God thinks it is so important for us to believe in the day of judgment that he 
   not only tells us about it in the Bible. 
He has also filled this world with premonitions of judgment.  
   That’s what this passage is about. 
   It’s about premonitions of the final judgment in this life. 

So for you note-takers, let’s look at this under two points. 
1.  God wants you to recognize premonitions of judgment when you see them. 
2.  God wants you to respond to premonitions of judgment rightly. 



MP#1  God wants you to recognize premonitions of judgment when you see 
them 

Joel depicts the swarm of locusts as an extremely disciplined army. 
They advance in ranks together, shoulder to shoulder. 
   Nothing stops them from moving forward, no defenses slow them down. 
   The sight of them and their unstoppable forward motion fills the city with dread. 
Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, behind them a desert waste. 

The reason they are so disciplined is because they follow perfectly the orders 
   of their commander. 
Who is he?  Who is the commander of the locust army? 
Vs. 11.  It’s the LORD.  The LORD thunders at the head of his army. 

This is not a random, chance event.   
   There’s nothing ambiguous about where this came from. 
God himself is directing this locust plague. 
   It is his judgment in history and it is a premonition and foreshadowing  
   the final day of judgment at the end of history. 

Everywhere we look at human life we can see premonitions of judgment if we  
   just pay attention. 
Jesus said in Luke 12  

When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, 'It's going to rain,' and it does.   
   And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It's going to be hot,' and it is.  Hypocrites! You  
   know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don't know  
   how to interpret this present time? 

Christ’s point is that people are so confident they can read the signs of the weather. 
   They say:  It’s going to rain.  It’s going to be hot. 
But most people are willfully blind to the signs of judgment that are all around us 
   and permeating human life in this world.   

Like what?  What signs?   
At the most basic level, the law of retribution.  You reap what you sow   
   Eat too much and you pay for it with indigestion or extra weight. 
   Engage in promiscuous sex and you find yourself pregnant or with a STD. 
Be an indifferent, harsh, selfish parent and children will grow up to disappoint you.   
   Fail to study and your grades suffer and your options decline. 
Every day we do things or refrain from doing them for fear of retribution. 



   We lower our speed in the interstate for fear of a ticket. 
   We quit smoking for fear of lung cancer. 
   We pay our taxes for fear of an audit. 

This principle of judgment and retribution is so much part of life that you see  
   people practicing and applying it everywhere. 
I was in the checkout line this week and on the cover of People magazine was Lori  
   Loughlin, the actress accused of bribery in the college admission scandal. 
I flipped through the story and there was a whole page of wealthy parents who pled  
   guilty and got months in jail and 10s or even 100s of thousands of dollars in fines.  
The tone of the article was that they got what they deserve, but she’s really going to 
   get what she deserves—perhaps years in prison.   
No matter what you think of that particular case or what those parents deserve, 
   human life is permeated with moral judgments and retribution. 

On a bigger scale is this matter of catastrophes—earthquakes, wildfires, epidemics, 
   ecological and economic disasters, wars and turmoil. 
   These are premonitions of the day of judgment.   
Do you remember those pictures and videos on 9-11 of the crowds watching the  
   Twin Towers burn and fall? 
It’s New York, so there are people of every race, every color, every walk of life. 
   It’s like a snapshot of humanity. 
   Men and women, young and old, black and white, rich and poor. 
All impatient, driven New Yorkers, proud citizens of the City that Never Sleeps, 
   people who would never stop on a busy work day morning to stare at anything— 

But every one of them is looking up into the sky stunned, 
   their mouths hanging open, some silent, some weeping, some crying out, 
   some are even screaming   Oh God, oh God you hear them repeating.   
It’s just like Joel 2.  A day of darkness and gloom.   
   Nations are in anguish, every face turns pale.   
It’s the Day of the Lord.   

Here’s another way to process this: 
Why do the vast majority of people believe in heaven?  Almost everybody does. 
   It’s because there are so many foretastes of Paradise in our lives in this world.   
People instinctively believe in heaven because when they experience happiness and  
   beauty and goodness and friendship, they know they are made for these things. 
Our experience of the good things of life tells us there must be a heaven. 
   And heaven itself must be the culmination of these wonderful experiences and  



   longings that are so much a part of our lives now.   

But if there are foretastes of heaven in this life, there are also foretastes of hell. 
Pain, alienation, loneliness, disappointment, hatred, cruelty, moral failure, and ruin 
   tell us that there must be a day of judgment.   

I recently read a book about the aftermath of the Communist insurgency in Peru. 
The title was Intimate Enemies and it was about the way that conflict tore  
   communities apart so that neighbors who had lived and worked together for 
   generations did horrible things to each other. 
Ordinary people inflicted and suffered torture, rape, massacres, executions.   
   The conflict is now over and the survivors try to make sense of what happened. 
   One way they describe it is hell.   
   They say we lived in hell those years and did hellish things. 

They’re right.  That’s exactly what it was.  It was hell.   
It was darkness and gloom. 
   It was a swarm of locust darkening the sun.   
   It was their lives turning from a garden of Eden to a desert waste.   

When catastrophes happen, God doesn’t want us only to interpret or explain them 
   politically or economically or in terms of natural laws and forces.   
Of course all those causes are at work.   
   But the Bible shows us over and over not to stop with materialistic explanations. 

We are to see these terrible things as premonitions and foreshadowings of  
   the day of judgment.   
Why does God want us to develop this perspective?   
   Because he wants us to respond in a particular way. 
   That’s brings us to the second point . . . 



MP#2  God wants you to respond to premonitions of judgment rightly 
How exactly does he want you to respond? 
   It’s in verse 12.  Return to me.  Return to me with all your heart. 
   Isn’t that warm?  Isn’t that personal? 
And that tender note appears again when he calls all his people to assemble before  
   him, even the children and even the nursing babies.   

And that tender note appears again when the Lord say:  I’m your God, and I’m 
   compassionate and gracious and slow to anger and abounding in love— 
   I’m quick to relent, I’m quick to have pity, I’m generous with blessing. 
He’s trying to draw them back. 

After this great and dreadful depiction of the LORD thundering at the head  
   of his army of judgment, we see his tender side when he says:   
   I want your heart.  Return to me. 

There’s a line in the hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing that says: 
   Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  
   Prone to leave the God I love.   
We all are, all of us, prone to wander from God. 
   I feel the tendency to wander in my own spirit, just like the hymn writer says. 
I’ve found it disturbing as I’ve gotten older some sinful thought patterns  
   that I felt like I had dealt with when I was younger have come back. 

One of them is discontentment.   
   I have much more now in every way than I had back then, but I find myself 
   allowing my mind and imagination to go down a discontented path. 
And when I do, I wander from the God who gave me all I have and who perfectly 
   planned my life and who knows exactly what I need and don’t need. 

We all wander, and one of the prompts God uses to get us to return to him with 
   all our heart are these premonitions of the final judgment. 
When we see the law of retribution at work in the lives of people or even in our 
   own lives—suffering temporal consequences for sin and bad decisions— 
   those are premonitions of hell and the final judgment. 
When we see larger catastrophes and disasters in the world, things destroyed, 
   and especially when those touch us—they are premonitions of judgment. 
God wants those to motivate us to return to him.   

He wants us to repent of our sins.  Rededicate our lives.   



   Call out to him in prayer.  Seek him in the worship of his people. 
   All of those things are in this passage. 

But there’s one crucial question we need to answer: 
How exactly are these premonitions of the final judgment supposed to motivate us? 
Are they supposed to scare us into returning to God? 
   Do they operate as a threat?  Return or you’ll be sorry on the day of judgment! 

I know you’ve all heard about scared straight programs. 
The theory is that juvenile delinquents can be turned from a life of crime  
   if the can be scared badly enough about future consequences. 
So they are taken into a real prison and the adult prisoners not only warn them  
   about their path but actually threaten them with bodily harm if they end up there. 

Scared straight programs are popular but they’ve been proved ineffective. 
I read an article that cited several studies showing they don’t change behavior in the  
   long run. 
The article said:  
That may be because poor decision-making, a lack of impulse control due to immaturity, anger  
   problems and substance abuse issues cannot be addressed by having adult prisoners scream  
   threats at youths in an attempt to frighten them. 

Of course not.   
Threats and fear might control behavior for a time, but they never change the heart. 
God wants your heart.   
   Return to me with all your heart. 
   Rend your heart and not your garments.  
God doesn’t use premonitions of judgment to threaten his people. 
   He uses them to remind you of your deliverance so you will remember why you 
   love him and return to him.  

When you suffer something hellish in your life for whatever reason, 
   God certainly wants that to impress on you that hell itself is very real. 
But not to threaten you.   
   To remind you that he’s saved you. 
   You deserve to die and go to hell, but Jesus did that for you. 
When you see catastrophes that bring destruction and death,  
   and especially if those things touch you personally,  
God wants that to impress on you that the final judgment is coming. 
But not to threaten you. 



   To remind you he’s saved you. 
   You deserve to be condemned on that day, but Jesus was condemned for you. 

If you have been delivered from the day of the Lord by the death of Christ— 
   how can you live any other way than a life that pleases him? 
Has Jesus saved you from the day when everything will be destroyed 
   so that you can love money and devote your life to making money 
   and accumulating stuff?   
No, he’s saved you to seek first his kingdom and his righteousness. 
   So when the day of the Lord comes, you will inherit an eternal kingdom. 

Has Jesus suffered hell for you so you can indulge in immorality practices, 
   or so you can hurt people with your words and tear them down, 
   or so you can entertain bitter and hateful thoughts? 
No, he’s saved you so you can grow in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness— 
   all the fruit of the Spirit, and one day enter heaven, which is a world of love. 

Do you see how different this is from the way we naturally think? 
   Oh no, I better be good because judgment is coming! 
No, Jesus has already been good.   
   And he’s already suffered judgment for every person who trust him. 

He is coming, he’ll be thundering at the head of his army—the army of heaven. 
   There will be punishments on that day. 
   There will be people who collapse in dread because they have ignored God 
   and worshipped created things.  
But if you’ve heeded God’s premonitions of judgment and returned to him 
   with all your heart, and if you’re living a repentant life before him— 
   then the day of the Lord will be, for you, a day of rejoicing. 

We all know the hymn, Amazing Grace, written by John Newton 
He wrote another hymn, not nearly so well known called 
   Day of Judgment!  Day of Wonders! 



Four verses: 
   The first verse is about how the day of the Lord will shake things, calamity 
   The second is about Jesus Christ, the judge on that day. 
   The third is a question:  What’s going to happen to unrepentant on that day? 
   The fourth affirms Joel’s message, that for everyone who has returned to God  
   with a whole heart, that day will be one of greatest blessing. 

Day of judgment!  day of wonders!  Hark! the trumpet’s awful sound, 
Louder than a thousand thunders, Shakes the vast creation round. 
How the summons Will the sinner’s heart confound. 

See the Judge, our nature wearing, Clothed in majesty divine; 
You who long for his appearing Then shall say, This God is mine! 
Gracious Savior, Own me in that day as thine. 

At his call the dead awaken, Rise to life from earth and sea; 
All the pow’rs of nature, shaken, By is looks, prepare to flee. 
Careless sinner, What will then become of thee? 

But to those who have confessed, Loved and served the Lord below, 
He will say, Come near, ye blessed, See the kingdom I bestow; 
You forever shall my love and glory know. 


