
“Celebratory Speech”                                                                  June 17, 2018 
Song Of Songs 6:4-8:4 

SI: Continuing study of Song of Solomon.  Series of love poems, inspired by God, 
   to show us his plan for romantic love and marriage and to show us things 
   about Christ’s love for the church. 
This is the fifth love poem in this collection.   
   We’ve followed this couple—shepherd and shepherdess through courtship, 
   engagement, wedding, marital conflict and resolution. 
This poem is about the conduct and character of their marriage.  
   I think this is one of the most significant poems in the book in terms of  
   the potential for good that it has in the lives of those who take it to heart. 

Starts with man talking to his wife.  He’s talking about her—what he thinks of her. 
4 You are beautiful, my darling, as Tirzah, lovely as Jerusalem, majestic as troops with banners.  
   Tirzah was for short time capital of northern kingdom, Jerusalem capital of southern. 
He compares her beauty to two cities and to marching soldiers. 
Those may seem like strange poetic images, but think how a city on the horizon grabs attention, 
   North from Louisville on interstate, Cincinnati appears! 
   Think how mesmerizing marching troops are, the cadence, the order. 

   He continues: 
5 Turn your eyes from me; they overwhelm me. Your hair is like a flock of goats descending from 
Gilead. 6 Your teeth are like a flock of sheep coming up from the washing. Each has its twin, not 
one of them is alone. 7 Your temples behind your veil are like the halves of a pomegranate. 
   We’ve heard these compliments before (chapter 4)—spoke them to her on wedding night. 
So here they are married couple.  Still speaking those wedding night compliments.   
   He still likes her hair and her temples and her teeth (and she still has all of them). 

Then he says:   
 8 Sixty queens there may be, and eighty concubines, and virgins beyond number; 9 but my dove, 
my perfect one, is unique, the only daughter of her mother, the favorite of the one who bore her. 
The maidens saw her and called her blessed; the queens and concubines praised her.  10 Who is 
this that appears like the dawn, fair as the moon, bright as the sun, majestic as the stars in 
procession? 
   Most significant thing he says to her is that she is unique.  Out of all women, he has eyes for 
her and he tells her that.  She is the perfect one for him.  His praise of her brings her admiration 
in the eyes of other women.   

Then he speaks again. 
 11 I went down to the grove of nut trees to look at the new growth in the valley, to see if the vines 
had budded or the pomegranates were in bloom. 12 Before I realized it, my desire set me among 
the royal chariots of my people. 



   New growth, budding vines, blooming pomegranates—we’ve seen this before—poetic images 
of their love for each other when it was just beginning.  He’s reminiscing about early days of 
their romance.  Talking to her about their courtship days.  Now look where I am.  Look what my 
marriage to you has done to me—it’s brought me honor among my people.   

Then the chorus breaks in: 
 13 Come back, come back, O Shulammite; come back, come back, that we may gaze on you!  
The woman is identified with a place, a town, Shulem.  Which is not a big place, but to her 
   husband, even that detail is precious to him.  Here’s my wife, the Cullmanite. 
Purpose of chorus in Song is not for us to imagine that now there is a crowd of people 
   with them—chorus reflects the deep longings of these lovers.  He wants to look at her again.   

Why would you gaze on the Shulammite as on the dance of two armies? 
   He’s gazing on her as she dances.  As hard to tear eyes away as from armies clashing battle. 
And then he describes every beautiful part of her. 
   He did this on their wedding night, back in chapter four, but some artistic differences. 
There he stated with her head and worked down.  Here, watching dance, feet up. 
   On wedding night seven compliments:  eyes, hair, teeth, lips, temples, neck, breasts.   
Number of perfection.  Here, he gives ten compliments, number of fullness or completeness. 

1 How beautiful your sandaled feet, O prince's daughter! Your graceful legs are like jewels, the 
work of a craftsman's hands. 2 Your navel is a rounded goblet that never lacks blended wine. 
Your waist is a mound of wheat encircled by lilies. 3 Your breasts are like two fawns, twins of a 
gazelle. 4 Your neck is like an ivory tower. Your eyes are the pools of Heshbon by the gate of 
Bath Rabbim. Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon looking toward Damascus. 5 Your head 
crowns you like Mount Carmel. Your hair is like royal tapestry; the king is held captive by its 
tresses. 
   Did you get all ten?  Don’t make me list them.  Can do that yourself. 
Once again—strange compliments.  Nose like the tower of Lebanon, head like Mt Carmel. 
   But you get it, don’t you?  He’s doing his best to tell her she’s beautiful to him.   

 6 How beautiful you are and how pleasing, O love, with your delights! 7 Your stature is like that 
of the palm, and your breasts like clusters of fruit. 8 I said, "I will climb the palm tree; I will take 
hold of its fruit." May your breasts be like the clusters of the vine, the fragrance of your breath 
like apples, 9 and your mouth like the best wine.  
   So that’s why he’s complimenting her!  He has ulterior motives.   
They’re married and he loves her body and soul and you can’t separate the two.   

She knows what he wants and she takes that as a compliment too.  
   She responds to his words by giving herself to him completely.  She says: 
May the wine go straight to my lover, flowing gently over lips and teeth. 10 I belong to my lover, 
and his desire is for me. 11 Come, my lover, let us go to the countryside, let us spend the night in 
the villages. 12 Let us go early to the vineyards to see if the vines have budded, if their blossoms 
have opened, and if the pomegranates are in bloom-- there I will give you my love. 13 The 



mandrakes send out their fragrance, and at our door is every delicacy, both new and old, that I 
have stored up for you, my lover.  
That’s quite an invitation.   

Next thing she says sounds strange, she says she wishes he was her brother.  But keep in mind 
that in that culture it was not acceptable for spouses to kiss in public.  So a woman couldn’t kiss 
her husband in public—but could kiss her male blood relatives.  She’s not saying she wishes he 
was literally her brother—she wishes she could kiss him whenever she wants.   

 1 If only you were to me like a brother, who was nursed at my mother's breasts! Then, if I found 
you outside, I would kiss you, and no one would despise me.  2 I would lead you and bring you 
to my mother's house-- she who has taught me. I would give you spiced wine to drink, the nectar 
of my pomegranates. 3 His left arm is under my head and his right arm embraces me. 4 
Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you: Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires.

This is the Word of God. 



INTRO:  You know what a carnivore is.  It’s a creature that eats meat.   
   A herbivore is a creature that eats plants. 
What’s a verbivore?  It’s a creature that eats words. 
   And that’s what human beings are.   
   We are the only creatures who eat words. 
We live and die for words.  They nourish us.   
   All of our relationships are made possible by words. 
   All human society and culture—everything we do is built on words. 

Words carry our thoughts into the minds of other people. 
   When they go in, like food going into the body, they have an effect. 
Pro 16:24  Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 
Pro 18:8  The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to a man's inmost parts. 
Words can be good food that nourishes, and poisoned food that harms, 
   or even a lack of words, like a lack of food, can starve someone. 
Good words can build up—especially good words from a superior— 
   from parents and teachers and bosses. 
And bad words can scar people so badly that they never recover from the damage 
   done to them.  Sometimes things said to children, or things not said to them, 
   have an effect that lasts a lifetime—for good or ill. 

This is how God has made us.  This is an aspect of his image. 
   It makes it possible for the thoughts of God himself to be transferred to us. 
   He speaks his mind and through that speech we can know him personally. 
When His words enter us they do give us life and change us from the inside out.   

We’ve been studying the Song for several weeks now. 
What’s this book about?  In one word, what’s it about?   
   Love?  Romance?  Marriage?  All of those would be good choices. 
This book is about speech.   
It’s about a man and a woman speaking to each other— 
   eating and drinking each other’s words.  Living and dying for them. 
All their love and intimacy is expressed in words. 
   This is the most sensuous of all the poems in the Song. 
   How does she put it?  “Every delicacy both old and new.” 

In this poem especially we see a particular kind of speech displayed— 
   celebratory speech. 
Speech that celebrates.  Speech that praises.   



   He celebrates her with his speech—and then she says things in response to him.   
This poem illustrates how God has made us as human beings— 
   and how he has made us as men and women.   
Helps understand things about relationship with God, other people— 
   certainly husbands and wives.  Shows how profoundly we need Christ. 
Look at celebratory speech under three headings: 
   The power, the corruption, and the redemption of celebratory speech. 

MP#1  The power of celebratory speech 
Celebratory speech has the power to keep things alive and fresh in your heart 
   that would otherwise grow dim, stale, and weak.  
My grandparents moved to Ft Lauderdale from Ohio after WWII. 
   My grandmother celebrated all things beautiful there.   
   I would walk with her around yard, show me exotic orchids, tropical plants. 
Lovely and fabulous were her favorite adjectives.   
   She loved sunset on the beach.  On the east coast, sun setting behind you, on Gulf. 
   But she would always comment on how soft the light became, sea breeze. 

By contrast, when I was briefly a high school teacher in Ft Lauderdale students  
   would complain,  Ft. Lauderdale is so boring.  There’s nothing to do here.  
   People can get tired of anything.  
You can even take Jesus for granted.  And your salvation.   
How often does the thought come vividly to your mind— 
   I was going to hell but now I’m going to heaven.   
Jesus died for me I am a beloved child of God. 
   I have an inheritance in the new heavens and new earth. 
   I’m going to live forever in a glorified world and be person God made me to be.   
How often does that sweep over you an amaze you? 
   Not often enough.  Because even the great things can go dim and stale— 
   Even our relationship with God.   

So what’s the cure?   
What keeps Jesus Christ and eternal life alive and fresh in your heart? 
   Celebratory speech.  In the Bible it’s called praise.   
The Bible commands us to look at the greatness and worthiness of God 
   and then speak it, sing it, express it! 
Praise the Lord.  Shout for joy to the Lord.  Tell of all he has done. 
    
What does worship do for you?  It keeps the great things about Christian life 
   alive and fresh in your heart.  Keeps them from going stale and dim.  



God commands us to praise Him not so much for Himself as for His people. 
   It is the means that our love and affection for him is kept warm. 

The same thing is true of all the people in our life. 
   They can all go dim and stale.  You can take all of them for granted.   
   Parents, brothers, sisters, friends. 
Your love and friendship is kept fresh and alive by celebratory speech, 
   through expressions of admiration and appreciation.   
This is particularly true of marriage. 

Those of you who are married.   
There was a time when you were head over heels in love with your spouse. 
   A time when you thought about that person all the time. 
   At a moment’s notice you would do whatever to be with her. 
How do you keep that delight?  How do you keep that longing? 
   Kept alive in marriage by speech.  Celebratory, appreciative, loving speech. 

Words have the power that nothing else does.   
   Gifts are good.  But without words gifts don’t have much power to keep alive. 
   Sex is powerful.  Can’t deny that after reading this poem. 
   Without words it cannot love alive in a marriage.  
There are many ways love is expressed in marriage but speech is the most powerful. 
   And all the other expressions of love have little power  
   if they are not underwritten with celebratory speech.   

True in all your relationships.  True in marriage.   
   True in your relationship with God.   
Because it’s the way God has made us.  Praise keeps things fresh and alive.   
   You have to open your mouth and say these things. 

MP#2  The corruption of celebratory speech 
   The corruption is—of course—sin.   
Sin corrupts celebratory speech by introducing all sorts of destructive forms 
   of speech whether it is meanness or sarcasm or browbeating or badgering, 
   demeaning words, disrespectful words. 
And, of course, you can’t forget silence.   
   Not saying the things that need to be said a particular corruption of speech. 
I want to examine specifically marriage and how celebratory speech in marriage 
   can be particularly corrupted by sin. 
A husband’s speech has extraordinary power over the heart of his wife 



   and the character of their marriage. 
Nothing shapes the character of a marriage more than the speech of husband. 
   This is the way God intended it to be from the beginning. 

God when God created Eve from Adam’s side and then brought her to Adam, 
   the first thing Adam did was praise her.   
   This is now bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh.  Who I’ve been waiting for. 
But after that Genesis says that Adam named her.   
   She shall be called woman, later told he named her Eve, mother of all living. 

Adam’s naming of Eve not just a minor detail. 
   To name something is an expression of headship.   
   The husband is the head of the wife as Christ is head of the church.  
There is a divinely established order, makes husband’s speech powerful. 
Wives are usually affected much more deeply by the words of their husbands 
   than husbands are affected by the words of their wives.   
That may seem unfair but that’s the way God has made us.   

Even the secular world sees this about men and women.  Mentioned many times. 
Pick up a magazine in the grocery store and there will be articles like: 
   “What women wish they could change about their husbands.” 
The number one item will be something about his speech. 
   Wish he would communicate better.   
   Wish would tell his feelings. 
   Wish he would ask my advice. 
   Wish he would compliment me. 
   Wish he would take more initiative in our relationship 
Husbands have this extraordinary power over the hearts of their wives— 
   But often they don’t want to use it.  They choose to be silent and say little. 
Few things can hurt the happiness of a marriage more than husband’s speech. 

And how do wives sometimes respond? 
   They try to make up for what is lacking in their husband’s speech. 
   They try to move him with their words by badgering him or criticizing him. 
Often their words are motivated by frustration at his ineffective leadership, 
   or his silence, or his passivity. 
But her sinful criticism can’t change his sinful silence. 
   It usually has the opposite effect.  It solidifies the husband’s sinful silence. 
Because nagging and criticism is also a sinful speech pattern and a revolt 
   against the order God has created. 



I’m not addressing every situation.   
   There are husbands who demean and abuse their wives verbally. 
   If you do that, you need to know that God hates it.  It’s evil.   
If you’re a wife in a marriage like that, do not suffer in silence.   
   Tell someone you trust in your church.  Allow that person to give counsel. 
    Do no accept those awful things that are being said.  
But I’m not addressing that now.   
I’m talking about the more common, garden variety speech corruption in marriage.   
   Husbands go silent and wives criticize. 

The words of the wife are most powerful when they respond to and build on 
   and add to and encourage the good words of the man.   
Eve was created as Adam’s help meet.   
   How do wives help husbands?  By affirming and encouraging them.  
The words of the Shulamite are so powerful in this poem because they are 
   a heartfelt response to the good words from her husband.   

A wife might say—well if my husband would talk to me like this man in Song— 
   then I wouldn’t need to criticize him.  
   Ok.  But the only thing that can overcome sin is God’s grace. 

That brings us to our last point.   
MP#3  The redemption of celebratory speech 
What is Jesus Christ called in John 1?  He’s called the Word. 
He’s the Word because through his speech we know God and God’s love for us. 
   Through Christ’s speech he draws us into a relationship with God and holds us. 
Jesus came to redeem us in every part—including our speech. 
By his death and resurrection he pushed back effects of sin gives us new natures. 
   As Christians our new natures can speak words that give and preserve love. 

Paul says in Ephesians not to let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouth, 
   but only what is helpful for building others up that it may benefit those who listen. 
Possible because of the new birth.  New self.  Made new in attitude of minds. 
   Renewal of God’s image.  Created to be like God in righteousness and holiness. 
So the power to change our speech comes from Christ.  It has to. 
   There is no other source.  It does not come from you by nature. 
The essence of sin is selfishness. 
   Whether that selfishness is expressed by silence or criticism—root is the same. 
Unless that root is pulled out and new life is planted— 



   all attempts at celebratory speech will wither away. 
At best it will just be one more technique tried and failed. 
   At worst it will be a transparent attempt to manipulate the other. 

But by the grace of Christ—your speech can change from the inside out. 
   This starts with repentance. 
Husbands—if you are silent toward your wives—repent. 
   And ask Jesus to give you the grace to tell her 
   That her eyes are like doves. 
   That her nose is like the tower of Lebanon.   
   That her hair is like a flock of goats. 

You may never be a poet like that.  But same Spirit who inspired the writer of Song 
   is the Spirit who lives in you as a believer.  Honors desire to obey. 
   Open your mouth.  Tell her.   
Remember God’s creation order.   
   That the power to shape a marriage for good is the husband’s speech.   
   Christ has pushed back the effects of sin.  You can enjoy that power by his grace.   

Wives—if you criticize your husband—repent. 
   Repent of trying to change his sin with your sinful speech instead of with grace.   
Ask Jesus to give you the grace to say from your heart: 
   “May the wine go straight to my lover.”    
   And to give yourself to him to help him and encourage him where he needs it. 
   Celebrate his successes and commiserate with him in his struggles.  
Your marriage will be as your speech. 
   That is the way God has made us.  Celebratory speech keeps it alive.   

And to every single one of you in every relationship God has given you— 
   Your words matter.  As Paul said—they can be used to build others up. 
   That is one of the great ways that you imitate God—lifegiving words. 
Open your mouth.  Speak them.  
We know God.  We know his great love for us— 
   Because he was not silent in heaven, but he spoke to us through his Son.


