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Song Of Songs 8:6-7 

SI:  Please open your Bibles to the Song of Songs, the Song of Solomon chapter 8. 
We’ve spent a number of weeks studying spiritual warfare, 
   so now with spring in the air and flowers blooming, we’re going to study love. 
Some of you might remember I preached through this book 13 years ago. 
   I think it’s been long enough for us to study it again. 

In the Hebrew Scriptures this book is called Song of Songs  
   It’s the same sort of Hebrew phrase as Holy of Holies, or King of Kings. 
   It means that it’s the best.  The Best Song 
Did Solomon write it?  His name is mentioned in the first line with a preposition. 
   But that preposition could mean by Solomon or to Solomon or about Solomon. 
   So that’s why English Bibles call this book the Song of Solomon. 
Was it written by him?  About him?  Written in Solomonic style?  We’re not sure.   
   But the Hebrew people recognized it as the inspired word of God. 
   No one has ever questioned whether or not this book should be in the Bible. 

But there have been attempts by well-meaning believers to limit the church’s  
   exposure to the Song of Songs. 
A big part of that came through type of interpretation that refused acknowledge 
   this book has anything to do with human marriage and real human bodies. 
So everything was interpreted as highly symbolic.   

For example, there’s a place in the Song  
   where the newly married groom comments on his bride’s breasts. 
But according to this type of interpretation, that can’t mean what it seems to mean. 
   So they say it’s talking about the Old Testament and the New Testament, 
   or about loving God and loving your neighbor. 
   One famous preacher said it is about the blood and water came from Christ’s side. 
That’s called allegorical interpretation and you can make the Song mean anything. 
   Why can they be new heavens and new earth, or faith and love. 
So this allegorical interpretation of the Song dominated the church for a long time. 

Another way the church’s exposure was limited was by setting limits on who could 
   read it and when they could read it.   
A woman asked the famous churchman Jerome if her daughter could read it? 

He said:  Yes, after she’s learned the Psalms, and gathered life lessons from  



   Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, and after she’s thoroughly learned the Gospels,  
   and Acts, and the Epistles.  And when she has memorized the prophets and   
   the Pentateuch, and knows Kings and Chronicles, and Ezra and Esther— 
   then it might be safe for her to read the Song.  So the answer really was never. 
The reason for this historic wariness toward the Song was faulty theology  
   regarding marriage and sexuality.  We might touch on that later. 

But even if you have a more biblical view, there are still three objections that are  
   sometimes raised to preaching the Song of Songs in worship on the Lord’s Day. 
Those objections are: 
   1.  It won’t be appropriate for young children. 
   2.  It doesn’t have anything for unmarried people. 
   3.  It could be painful to those with marital scars. 
Those are all valid concerns.   
   The Bible has lots of other parts that make for good sermons.  
If you want to study the Song of Songs, do so in an optional Sunday school class.   
   Let’s pick something else for Sunday morning without those potential landmines.   

So what I want to do as an introductory sermon is use those three objections 
   as three points, and make a case for why we should study the Song— 
   and hopefully pique your interest. 

Dear Lord: 
You tell us that all Scripture is inspired by You, and is useful: 
   for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness— 
   so that your people may be equipped for every good work. 
Give us a spirit of understanding as we work our way through this beautiful book. 
In Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm;  
for love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. 
It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 
Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away.  
If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned. 



MP#1  It won’t be appropriate for young children. 
I used to have young children.  I understand.   
   There are things you don’t want them to know about until they are ready.   
   And the Song of Solomon is full of one of those things—sexual intimacy. 
You know exactly what I mean if you have ever read this book. 
   It starts with the woman saying, “Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth.” 
   And it keeps going from there. 

The answer to this objection that it’s not appropriate for young children is this: 
   The wisdom of our heavenly Father. 
Because of the wisdom of our heavenly Father is this book is absolutely 
   appropriate for God’s people to read and study together on Sunday morning— 
   even with our young children present. 
Now, let me explain where our Father’s wisdom comes through. 

Christians tend to talk about sex in two unbiblical ways. 
Both of these wrong ways of talking about it can have negative consequences 
   in individuals, in families, and even in the church as a whole. 
First way is simply to avoid the subject.  Not to talk about it at all. 
   Treat it as a topic so private that you never bring it up at all. 
   You don’t even talk about it positively 

Sometimes there’s some bad theology mixed up with this view so the whole topic 
   is seen as vaguely dirty or shameful or a necessary evil. 
That’s what motivated a lot of the avoidance of the Song that I mentioned.   
   The early and medieval church mostly had a warped view of sex and marriage.   
But even Christians who have a more balanced view on the whole sometimes think 
   that talking about it, even positively, is like getting a match near gasoline. 
   It’s a dangerous topic. 

That may seem wise.  To be safe and avoid talking about it. 
   But whenever Christians try to be more careful than the Bible it often leads to  
   self-righteousness, criticism of other believers, and just plain weirdness.   

The other unbiblical way is to adopt the world’s way of talking about sex.   
   Adopt the world’s looseness, the world’s terminology, it’s manner of speech. 
The problem with that is that the way we talk about things eventually 
   affects the way we think about them. 

Let me give you one example that you might think is trivial—but bear with me. 



   Think of how often the word “sexy” is used in common speech. 
It is used to apply to everything—clothes, cars, motorcycles. 
   Open a travel magazine and it says Eastern Europe is the sexy travel destination. 
What does that way of talking say about the nature of sexual desire?  
   Says this it is something to be flaunted and seen. 
   It’s a matter of image or it has a commercial value. 
It doesn’t really have anything at all to do with marriage and intimacy. 

I realize that there is room for Christians to differ on specifics. 
   If you want to disagree about sexy, ok.  I could find more graphic examples.   
   But I think the principle is sound. 
It’s not right for Christians to talk same way world does—with the same manner  
   and looseness because it can devalue something that is very important to God. 

Here’s where the Song will surprise you.   
It doesn’t talk about sexual intimacy in either one of these ways. 
   It doesn’t treat it as private, dangerous, and best left unsaid— 
   and it doesn’t speak crassly or loosely.   
You’re going to be surprised how explicit this book is about sexual intimacy.   
   In fact, it’s so explicit there are no English Bible versions that translate it literally.   
On the other hand, there’s not a bit of worldly crassness or looseness. 
   You’ll be surprised how delicate the Song is. 

How can it be both explicit and delicate?  How can it celebrate, keep mysterious? 
   Well, that’s the wisdom of our heavenly Father. 
God in his wisdom gave us this book in the form of poetry. 
   The Song of Solomon is a bunch of love poems strung together. 
Poetry can say things in a way that textbooks can’t, how-to manuals can’t. 
   It can say things plainly and keep them hidden at the same time.   

That’s why this book doesn’t carry a warning label. 
   Why it is appropriate for God’s people, on Lord’s Day, even with children. 
There are passages in this book, when we read them, adults are going to say— 
   did the deacons forget to turn the A/C on this morning?  I’m feeling flushed.   
And you are going to look at your children, they are going to be  
   coloring on their bulletin, completely oblivious.   
Secret gardens, open doors, perfume, ripe fruit—you will get it, they won’t  
   Now I have to be careful.  And I will.  But let’s trust wisdom of our Father.  



MP#2  It doesn’t have anything for unmarried people. 
These are the love poems of a young man and a young woman. 
   They see each other.  They are attracted to each other. 
   They declare their love for each other.  They say goofy things to each other. 
They marry each other and live together in sexual intimacy.   

What does this have for unmarried people?   
   Unless you happen to be engaged or considering marriage. 
   That’s the objection.  You should want sermons to touch everyone.   
The answer to that objection is the illumination and application of the Holy Spirit. 

We talked about this two weeks ago when we studied the sword of the Spirit. 
Illumination is when the Holy Spirit opens the Word to believers so we see Christ. 
   We see our need for salvation in Christ. 
   We see God providing salvation in Christ. 
And then application is the Holy Spirit actually bringing the word of God to bear 
   on specific situations and circumstances in our lives.   
   Giving us wisdom, giving us comfort, challenging us, and so forth. 
Because of the illumination and application of the Holy Spirit, 
   the Song has things for all of God’s people, whether you are married or not. 

There is a lot in here about marriage and getting married. 
   And I am going to point out those things. 
   There’s a sense in which we all need to know them as a church body. 
But the Holy Spirit will illuminate those truths in such a way 
   that you will find they apply to you whether you are married or not. 

Let me give you two examples.   
In a couple weeks, going to read the poem where the young woman 
   tells her unmarried friends how important it is to wait for God’s timing. 
She says that if you want something bad, especially marriage and intimacy, 
   and let your emotions get ahead, those start to drive you, 
   then trusting the Lord for his timing goes right out the window. 

There’s much more to say.  That’s just a thumbnail sketch.   
   But you can see how this is certainly true in many areas of our lives. 
There are so many areas where we are impatient.  We want something bad. 
   Tend to let our emotions drive us instead of waiting for God. 
   Might be positive or negative emotions.  
Understanding this causes you to look to Jesus. 



   He is the great example of patience.  He waited on God.   
He felt things deeply but trusted in God’s timing.  He was patient for our sakes.   
   So you will find, whether married or not, as you read this love poem, the Holy  
   Spirit will help you trust Christ more, find patience in His patience. 
Find strength not to rush ahead when Lord says wait.   

Another example:  I think this is one of the greatest things in book. 
A later poem where the husband is talking to his wife. 
   (As an aside, you will discover as we read that she talks more than he does.) 
But in this poem he is talking and you see the tremendous power his speech has  
   for shaping their relationship.   
   Basically he says to her in this poem:  You are beautiful to me.   

There’s much more to it, but basically he celebrates her beauty. 
   And it is this way of talking to her that shapes their marriage into something good. 
Once again, by the Holy Spirit’s illumination this has much wider application 
   than just to married people.  It’s the power of our words to do good. 
To shape people and relationships for good.   
   Parents and children, sisters and brothers, friends. 

And once again, Jesus Christ is at the center.  Because he is the Word. 
   He speaks to us and his speech shapes us—shapes who we are in relation to him. 
You will find this causes you to seek to know him more, 
   listen to what he says to so that you can then talk to other people 
   in ways that build them up. 

So I want to firmly dispel the objection that the Song of Solomon is only 
   for married people or people about to get married.  It’s for all God’s people. 
Song of Solomon is one of those books Bible scholars call wisdom book. 
   It goes with Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.   
Wisdom books instruct us how to live in the practical affairs of everyday life to the  
   glory of God. 

Now, as I said.  There is a lot about marriage in this book. 
   I’ll be pointing out those things.  But this is not a sermon series on marriage.  
Deals with many areas of our lives with Jesus Christ.   



MP#3  It could be painful to those with marital scars. 
What about Christian man or woman who says: 
   This book is a beautiful picture of two people in love, but my experience of  
   marriage hasn’t been like that.  I’ve got scars of divorce, scars of disappointment. 
It is painful to look at something that I’ve missed. 

When we started I took a dig at the allegorical interpretation of the early and  
   medieval church, where basically you can make anything stand for anything. 
But it’s not all bad.  There are things that the Bible itself tells us have deeper 
   meanings—things we understand on different levels, and marriage one of them.   

Remember what Paul said about marriage in Ephesians 5? 
   For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two  
   will become one flesh.  This is a profound mystery, I am talking about Christ and the church.” 
The intimate love of the marital one flesh relationship is a reflection of the deepest 
   and most intimate of all loves—the love of Jesus Christ for each one of us. 

As you read the Song of Solomon you soon realize— 
   this is so intense, this touches so deeply on the longings of every human heart 
   to know and to be known by another person, to be able to open your heart  
   and to give yourself freely—that this is not just about a man and woman in love. 
The Song of Songs, the best song is about the love of God.   
   The best song is about the love of Jesus for his own people. 

Just look again at verses 6 & 7.  The woman says this about their love. 
1.  For love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. 
How strong is death?  It’s an irreversible strength.  When you’re dead, you’re dead. 
   She’s saying our love can’t be reversed, can’t be changed.  Exclusive affections.  
But we know marital love is not always like that.  It can be changed and reversed. 
   Sometimes it becomes non-exclusive in its affection.   
But Christ’s love for you can’t be reversed. 
   Once you are loved by Christ—there is nothing that can change his love. 
   Nothing you can do or anyone else can do. 
You can no more reverse his love than you can reverse death. 
   What a comfort that is.  Can confess all sins to him.  Know still loves. 

2.  It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame.   
   Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. 
Picture is different.  A flame.  Mighty flame.   
Imagine an oil well fire and hoses pouring water on it but it keeps blazing. 



   Waters, waves, rivers are a symbol in the Bible of troubles. 
   She’s saying:  Nothing can come against our love from the outside and quench it.  
But we all know that very thing can happen to marital love. 
   It can sometimes be overwhelmed and quenched by troubles— 
   financial troubles, health troubles, paralysis, losses, death of a child, shocks. 
But not with Jesus Christ.  Nothing violent, nothing tragic will quench his love. 
   Christ’s love for you can’t be overwhelmed. 
   So no matter what terrible things happen in your life, love still blazes. 

3.  If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, would be utterly scorned.   
She’s saying we love each other so much and so freely, there’s no bargaining. 
   But sometimes in marriage people try to buy love.   
   They to buy back something that they once had.   
If I earn this, if I provide this she will love me like she did when first married. 
   If I act this way or look this way he will love me like he did. 
It doesn’t work.  Maybe some of you have known what that is like. 

There is nothing you can give Jesus to make him love you.   
   Cross is the proof.  Died for you when enemy.  Nothing to give but resistance. 
Nothing you can do to make him love you more than already does. 
   Can obey him with absolute freedom.  Love can’t be bought. 

Now look again at the first phrase in verse 6  The woman is speak to the man:   
Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm. 
   Seal in ancient world meant ownership.   
She’s saying to her husband.  I want to own you.   
   I want my name like a seal on your heart and arm, affections and actions. 
   Love me and then prove that love in what you do. 

When you apply this to the biblical image of the church as the bride of Christ, 
   the mystery of Christ and his church, then you realize how audacious this is. 
   This is a claim believers can make on Jesus himself. 
I want to own you.  Jesus I want you to love me and show you love me.    
   What is absolutely incredible is that this is exactly what Jesus Christ wants to do. 
   It’s what he gladly gives every single person who trusts him. 
He gives you a claim in his affections, a claim on his heart. 
   I have loved you with an everlasting love, he says. 

And he give you a claim on his actions, on his arm. 
   And I promise you that I’ll work all things for your good. 



   He’ll sovereignly rule over all things for the church no matter what. 
You know how it goes in a wedding when it comes time for the vows. 
   The man and the woman face each other and join hands. 
There are lots of traditional vows.  One of them goes this way: 
He says:   
   I take you to be my wife, to have and to hold from this day forward. 
   for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
   to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow. 

That is Christ’s vow to you. 
   The only difference—you’ll never be parted by death—death has been died. 
   Love can’t be reversed, can’t be overwhelmed, can’t be bought. 
He gives it to you.  Calls you to trust him.   
That is why we need to know and love this little book—Song of Songs. 
   The best song is the great transforming power of Christ’s love. 
   It changes us, flows out of us to other people. 

Believing that, knowing it, having it come down from head into heart— 
   catching on fire, burning out into every extremity of your life makes  
   is the way that happens.   

Do you know the love of Jesus Christ? 
I’m not asking if you know about it. 
   Do you have the personal knowledge that your name—your name— 
   is written on his arm and heart? 
This is the answer to your scars, marital or otherwise, the love of Christ. 

If you doubt—come to the table—eat and drink of his love for you. 


