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Amos 6:1-14 !
SCRIPTURE INTRO:   
This winter we’re studying the little book of Amos. 
Amos is not a book of the Bible that we read very much. 
   That may be because it’s like a bucket of cold water or a slap in the face. 
   It’s the Lord’s indictment of the church—not the world—the church. !
The message of Amos is not intended to comfort us at first— 
   but to sober us, even to frighten us.   
But if you open yourself to Amos’ message,  
   and accept it as God’s inspired word, 
   and if you let it have its way with you,  
   then there is profound comfort and security to be found. !!



!
INTRO:  Back at Christmas, do you remember how much it rained? 
   I haven’t seen rain like that in a long time! 
We got a leak in our bedroom ceiling.   
   I crawled up in the attic with a flashlight to try to figure out where it was coming  
   in, but I didn’t see anything.  
Then I went up on the roof and looked at the area over the leak,  
   But I didn’t see anything there either. 
   Then I thought—hey, water always runs downhill! !
So I started working my way up the pitch of the roof from the leak. 
   And there I found a nail head poking up through a shingle.   
   It was almost camouflaged. 
I hammered it down and covered it with this black goo I had purchased at Lowes. 
   And I’m happy to say, it seems to have done the trick.  No more leak. 
So water was coming in higher on the roof and somehow running down 
   until it found a convenient place to come out. 
Remember that image of water running down hill.  I’ll come back to it in a minute. !
One of the purposes of the Bible is to tell us how things work. 
Of course, the Bible’s ultimate purpose  
   is to tell us about Jesus Christ and how to be saved through faith in him. 
But another purpose is to tell us the way things work in God’s world. 
   You might think you know how things work, or how you think they should work. 
But the Bible shows how things really do work  
   in a moral universe governed by an utterly consistent God. 
Faith and wisdom means taking that seriously and applying it to your life. !
Amos 6 begins with a theme that he’s been developing throughout the prophecy. 
   “Woe to you who are complacent in Zion, and to you who feel secure on Mt. Samaria.” 
   Zion is Jerusalem, capital of Judah, Samaria capital of Israel. 
The inhabitants of those cities thought everything fine between them and God.   
   The main reason they thought so was they were swimming in prosperity. 
Money was pouring into these capital cities and the elites were living it up. 
They were decorating their homes with the finest furnishings—ivory inlay. 
   They leisure time, the best food, music, lots of wine, and pampered bodies. 
But all this time they were trampling the poor. 



!
They were exploiting their fellow Israelites who were not able to tap in to  
   all this economic prosperity.  The rich getting richer, poor getting poorer.   
So Amos says:  God’s going to judge you because you don’t serve him, serve idols. 
He’s been good to you and given you time to repent, but you haven’t. 
   You’ve become more hardened in your idolatry and all that comes with it— 
   you materialism, your self-absorbed lives, your disregard for the poor. 
Then he describes the judgment.   
   Instead of feasting and music, houses filled with dead bodies taking out to burn. 
And then they will realize that things weren’t just fine between them and God.   
   They’ll say, Hush, don’t say Lord’s name.  We don’t want to attract his attention. !
Up to this point in chapter 6, even unbelievers probably agree. 
Yeah, they would say, rich people who live in luxury and trample on the poor— 
   they deserve to have it all come crashing down on their heads. 
But look at what Amos says next.  Verse 11.  Let’s read it again. 
   For the LORD has given this command,  
   and he will smash the great house into pieces and the small house into bits.   
It’s not just the rich who are going to suffer God’s judgment, the poor will too.   !
And that can only mean one thing:  The poor were also guilty. 
They were just as spiritually deluded as the rich in thinking that everything was 
   ok between them and God, when it really wasn’t.   
   They were living in rebellion against the Lord too. 
Now, let’s go back to my roof leak. !
This passage illustrates an important truth— 
   Spiritual and moral rebellion flows downhill.   
Spiritual and moral rebellion, corruption, sin travels downward— 
   from the rich to the poor, from elites to common folk,  
   from leaders, intellectuals, movers and shakers to Joe six-pack. 
So everyone comes under God’s judgment for their idolatry. 
   Wise Christians understand this and they take it to heart.   !
Now, probably sounds very theoretical.  So let’s look at it from two perspectives: 
   1.  Examples of spiritual and moral rebellion traveling downward 
   2.  As followers of Christ, what our response to this should be. !



Credit where credit is due:   
   I’m using extensively a sermon by Dr. Robert Rayburn on passage. !



!
MP#1  Examples of spiritual and moral rebellion traveling downward 
We’ll start with Israel and review that situation again. 
Throughout his prophecy, Amos condemns the sins of the wealthy and powerful 
   in Israel and Judah—especially the elites living in Samaria. 
   Even in this chapter, they come under his criticism. 
But then he says that both the great and the small will be judged. 
   He hints at how that judgment will happen.  It will be military conquest. 
   He describes the horrible conditions of a siege, death by famine and disease. !
History tells us the instrument of God’s judgment was the Assyrian Empire. 
When the Assyrian army came rampaging into Israel a few years later, 
   they didn’t just smash the mansions full of wine and feasting, 
    they smashed the shacks of where people were going to bed hungry. 
They didn’t just kill, abuse, and enslave the rich, they did same to the poor.   
   Both the elite and the common folks were objects of God’s judgment.   !
Why was that fair?  If it was the sins of the rich and powerful who Amos condemns,  
   and if the rich and powerful only make up a tiny percentage of the population, 
   then why did everybody suffer judgment? 
The reason is the sins of the rich represented the corruption of the whole society.   
   Their rebellion against God, disdain of his law, selfishness, cruelty, materialism  
   that was so conspicuous, that all went right down to the social ladder. 
The rich may have been more guilty—to whom much is given, much is required. 
   But that doesn’t mean the poor were not guilty.   
In their own ways, they had adopted the values of the leaders of society 
   and had become just as corrupt and hardened. !
In the 1970s and 1980s there was a movement called Liberation Theology. 
   It was a form of Christian thinking that was heavily influenced by Marxism. 
One of the assumptions of Liberation Theology was: 
   Oppression of the poor by the wealthy or by capitalism makes the poor righteous.   
In other words, being poor and being oppressed makes you righteous.   
   “Blessed are the poor, for theirs is the kingdom of God.” 
So the Gospel, according to Liberation Theology is to agitate for the overthrow 
   of the wealthy, ruling class so the oppressed and marginalized people, 
   the righteous people, can govern.   



When that happens, then Christ’s kingdom comes to earth.   
The problem with that theology, besides the fact it gets sin and salvation wrong, 
    the big practical problem is oppression doesn’t make anybody righteous.   
Just look at all the revolutionary movements of the 20th century that set out to  
   overthrow the ruling elites to replace with rule of the righteous poor— 
   Russia, China, Cambodia, Cuba, Peru, Zimbabwe, and elsewhere. 
The poor in those places had genuine grievances—no doubt. 
   They had been the objects of mistreatment and inhumanity for generations . 
But that did not make them righteous. 
   It made them cruel and inhumane.   !
They envied the rich for their power so when they got that power they unleashed 
   a bloodbath.  They crushed anyone who stood in their way.   
15 million Russian peasants were deliberately starved to death so that the Soviet 
   revolution could set up collective farms.  The worst Russian nobles never did that. 
   We could list example after example.   
The only thing worse than oppression by the rich is oppression by the poor. !
Here’s the point:  In each of those societies, the sins of the rich and powerful 
   flowed downward like water, down the lower rungs of society. 
And they shaped and gave a particular character to the sins of the people as a whole. 
That’s how it was in Israel.   
   The leaders were in rebellion against God and the people followed. 
   And they ended up suffering the same judgment.   !
Let’s take another example, closer to home. 
We’ve gone through a revolution in the United States over the last 40/50 years— 
   the sexual revolution.  
The elites in America, the intellectuals, the cultural influencers conceived 
   a rebellion against God that involved tearing down marriage and sexual morality. 
They painted it in terms of liberation and freedom and personal expression. !
It wasn’t middle class America or working class America  
   who demanded the sexual revolution.   
You didn’t have the large majority of Americans in the 60s or 70s clamoring 
   for no fault divorce and abortion and gay marriage and pornography. 
   It was tiny percentage of society—the elites, elements of the ruling class. 
But guess what, the vast part of American society accepted that rebellion piece by  



   piece and joined in because they grew used to it and because they liked it.   !
The poor in America have embraced the sexual revolution as enthusiastically 
   as the elites—and they are suffering the worst of it. 
What do I mean? 
Fifty years ago, working class, blue collar Americans mostly got married. 
Moms and dads who may not have had much education, who may not have had  
   much materially, the worked hard together and built something so that their 
   children could have a better life. 
But marriage rates among the poor have plummeted—plenty of studies show this. 
   The vast majority of children in this demographic are now born out of wedlock. 
Just watch an episode of Jerry Springer—it’s all poor people, all uneducated people 
   on that show and they’ve all embraced the sexual revolution.   
This rebellion against God wasn’t their idea—conceived at Yale and Berkley— 
   but it has become their way of life, and they are reaping judgment of  
   generational misery and poverty.   !
Those are all societal examples.  But let’s turn our attention to the church. 
   Spiritual and moral rebellion travels downward in the church too. 
Verse 10, Amos predicts that a time will come when Samaria is under siege 
   and the people say, Hush—don’t mention the name of the LORD— 
   brings to mind an action of the PCUSA General Assembly a few years ago. 
   (Not our denomination, the mainline, liberal church.) 
A few years ago their General Assembly passed an overture that allowed  
   worship services to use gender-inclusive terminology for the Triune God. !
So instead of addressing God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
   a church could say Mother, Child, and Womb, or Lover, Beloved, and Love.   
Who came up with that?  Elite church leaders, theologians.   
It wasn’t that there was a groundswell from average Presbyterian church  
   members in the pews who demanded:  We want new terminology for the Trinity! 
   We don’t want God to tell us his name.  We want to name god ourselves.   
No.  That’s not how it happened.  It flowed downhill.   
   And once that rebellion against God was introduced by the elites,  
   a great many of the people in the pews eventually came to accept it, bad to worse. !
Here it is in the Bible whether we like it or not. 
   In nations, cultures, and churches—this is how it works. 



Rebellion and sin is conceived and given a particular form by those with  
   power and influence, and then most common folks eventually join in— 
   because they like it, because their hearts bent against God too. !
That brings us to our second consideration . . .  
MP#2  As followers of Christ, what should our response be to this? 
I could stop right now and we’d all walk out of here feeling pretty good— 
   I’ve blasted Marxism, the sexual revolution, and theological liberalism.  
But I don’t think that’s where we ought to stop.  
   This passage has to be for us in some way or we leave here unchanged. !
The challenge of applying this passage to us is that the sins it describes 
   and the people it addresses aren’t us. 
We don’t recline on ivory inlaid beds and spend our days eating the most 
   expensive cuts of meat and listening to music and drinking bowls of wine 
   and anointing ourselves with costly lotions. 
We have to work for a living.  We buy lotion at Walmart. !
Some of us may be well off financially, others of us much less so— 
   but none of us belong to the powerful and elite classes of society. 
Politicians don’t ask for private meetings with us. 
   We don’t shape the important ideas coming out of academia. 
   We don’t shape government policy. 
We aren’t trend setter or pop culture icons. 
   Our names and faces don’t appear on television with reporters wanting  
   to find out what we think about this or that issue.  !
But the Holy Spirit put the book of Amos in the Bible for us. 
   It’s for our edification.  It’s for the instruction of believers. 
And even Amos’ prophecy itself, when he was actually proclaiming this message— 
   Yes, it was a warning the unrepentant in Israel, to the elites and to the common 
   folks who were imitating them. 
But there was another audience that Amos was addressing. 
   This is the only audience that was paying any attention to him—the remnant. 
   Do you know what I mean by “the remnant”? !
The faithful few still in Israel.  Those who still loved the LORD Yahweh. 
   Those who were raising their children in the fear of God. 



   Those who were making every effort to live their lives before him and to be 
   true to his covenant and refuse to be overwhelmed by tidal wave of corruption. 
That’s who Amos is addressing.   
   Mostly common folks like us who were living in a day and age when the  
   elites were leading the culture into the gutter and the people were falling over  
   themselves to follow them.   
So, I think you can see that this does indeed apply to us. 
There is in this passage both a warning and an encouragement. !
The warning is: 
Spiritual and moral rebellion against God flows downward. 
   It flows downward from the movers and shakers and trend setters  
   of our society and culture to us—into our minds and homes.   
If we’re not the people living in the great house,  
   that means we’re the people living in the small house. !
Our temptation is to put up a stink at first—this is terrible! 
   But then acquiesce, get used to it, get dulled by it and finally accept it. 
   We take the path of least resistance.   
And, if we are honest with ourselves, we like it. 
There is a part of all of us—the old man, the sinful nature— 
   that identifies with and resonates with all the particular sins of our culture.   
One of the main reasons we don’t jump in with both feet is simply that we 
   don’t have the means to do so.  If were independently wealthy, probably would.   !
Amos is not describing someone else’s heart or someone else’s life. 
   He’s describing the heart we find too much of within ourselves. 
Yes, the Lord has given us a new heart and a renewed mind 
   through the work of his Holy Spirit.   
   But he also says, crucify the old man! 
So the warning is:  Repent.   
   Repent of all the ways we’ve allowed the corruption and rebellion flow 
   right down into our own minds and homes and church. 
You’ll have to work that out yourself. !
I want to move on to the encouragement.   
Amos 6 calls us implicitly to live a different sort of life from our culture. 
   Not just to say No, no, no—but yes—this is what life before God looks like. 



There is a positive ethic to the Christian life. !
I’ve just jotted down a few things without much development. 
   These aren’t in any particular order. 
   Some may resonate with you more than others. !!
Our culture says that self-fulfillment, self-actualization is the highest value. 
   Being true to yourself, believing in yourself, me-time, radical individualism.   
Let’s commit ourselves instead to life in the body of Christ. 
   Dig in, put your roots down in the church.   
Get to know people well—not just the people you have a natural affinity for— 
   but everyone in your church, even those you don’t click with— 
   and then give your time and life to them when they need it, so me-time sacrificed. !
And also, another way of pushing back against our self-absorbed culture— 
   Strive to view your work and other responsibilities and relationships as callings  
   from God.  Callings aren’t always fulfilling in the American sense of the word. 
   Sometimes they are hard, tedious, confining.  The Lord has called you there. !
Our culture says that salvation is through politics and government. 
   The future of America is at stake in these coming elections. 
   Get the right people in office and heaven will come down to earth. 
Let’s commit to seeking first the kingdom of God and rejoicing in it’s victories. 
   Two Sundays ago when the Cheelys were here and talked to us about China. 
Andy gave this broad sweep of 2,000 years of history, the Gospel going from 
   Jerusalem all the way around the world and now to China. 
And the sense that, perhaps, we are on the cusp of a new advance of kingdom. 
   That was electrifying!  
When we have missionary speakers, stay and listen to them—please. 
   You’ll be glad you did later in the week when bombarded by political news. 
   Because you’ll know you’re part of an eternal kingdom. !
Our culture has embraced the sexual revolution—said enough about that. 
Let’s commit to loving and celebrating marriage.   !
Our culture believes that our feelings are the ultimate judge.   
   We can justify any decision with our feelings.   



   The Christian version is that we equate God with our feelings. 
   I feel like God is telling me to do such and such—Who can argue with that? 
Let’s commit to be thinking people.   
Jesus said:  Don’t worry about tomorrow, Consider the birds of the air,  
   Consider the lilies of field.  In other words, don’t be dominated by your feelings. 
Paul says:  For we reckon that our present sufferings not worthy to be compared. 
   Consider, reckon, think about the truths you have been taught, work out.  
   Means not just studying Bible together, talking honestly to one another. 
We could keep going, but I’m sure you get the idea. 
There is but one way for us to respond to Amos’ warning that the small house 
   will be destroyed along with the great house. 
And that is to prove to be, in thought, word, and deed— 
   rebels against our American, 21st century culture. !
In this culture, of course.  We don’t advocate living in monasteries. 
   Partaking of the good things in our culture—and there is certainly some good. 
But, when it comes to our culture’s rebellion— 
  aliens within it, a remnant of people whose values and hopes are in another world. 


