
“Imitation”                                                                             October 25, 2015 
Hebrews 13:7-8 !
SI:  This fall we’re looking in detail at one chapter of Bible—Hebrews 13 !
It’s a series of short instructions  
   about how we ought to love one another as brothers. 
We’re at the sixth instruction.  Hebrews 13:7-8 !
Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God.  Consider the outcome of 
their way of life, and imitate their faith.  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. !!



!
INTRO:  My first boss at my first real job after college was a man named  
   Verne Craft.  Mr. Craft was principal of Westminster Academy in Ft. Lauderdale. 
   He was a former English teacher, Marine Corps officer, and Korean War veteran. 
Once at an athletic awards ceremony Mr. Craft was speaking about 
   the value team sports for developing character and commitment. 
   He himself had played basketball at Gonzaga University.   
He said when I was in Korea, I was given an assignment behind enemy lines.  
   My commander told me I could pick any men from our company that I wanted. 
So he asked to see the dossiers of all the men. 
   And one of his non-negotiables was that every man he chose for this assignment 
   had to have played a team sport throughout high school or college, because he  
   knew that commitment to the team would be crucial for this mission.  
He said was going to be so dangerous, that he gave each man he chose 
   the option of declining—but all of them said yes. !
Then, at that point in his speech, Mr. Craft said:   
   Not one of those men let me down.   
But when he said that, his voice broke, and for several seconds he could not speak,  
   the expression on his face was one of great pain, and a hushed silence settled 
   on the whole room. 
Then he regained his composure, and he looked up and finished his speech.   
I later asked someone if they knew what happened in Korea. 
   This person said, I don’t know the details,  
   I just know only a few on that mission made it back alive.   !
That’s not a perfect parallel to these verses in Hebrews 13. 
   They say:  Remember your leaders.  Those men were not Mr. Craft’s leaders. 
   He was actually leading them, they were serving under him. 
But I’m sure you see the similarities. 
Here it was decades later and a world a way— 
   yet Mr. Craft remembered those men, and he considered the outcome of their  
   lives and he was using their example to inspire a bunch of high school kids. 
He was urging these high school athletes to imitate those Marines who died so well, 
   to develop the same character they had. !
The theme of Hebrews 13 is announced in verse 1.  Let brotherly love continue.   



As followers of Jesus Christ, we are supposed to do all we can to make our  
   congregation a community of believers characterized by brotherly love. 
Keep on loving each other as brothers, is the way one version puts it. 
And then, rather than leaving it up to us to decide how to promote brotherly love, 
   the rest of chapter 13 gives us very specific instructions on how to do it.   
I told you when we began this study of Hebrews 13, 
   that some of the commands would be very timely and very interesting. 
And I also said that some would be surprising and even peculiar— 
   things we don’t often consider to be important. !
The last two commands we studied were timely and interesting. 
   Honor marriage and be sexually pure.  Don’t love money and be content. 
I noticed when I was preaching on those verses you were all paying attention. 
   You were with me.  Because those are topics of perennial interest. 
   Those are areas in which we often do battle as believers. 
We know how victories or defeats in marriage and sex, money and contentment 
   not only affect us personally, but also the atmosphere and spirit of our church, 
   making it a more-loving or less-loving place. !
But the command in this verse doesn’t seem nearly as important. 
   Remember dead people, remember former church leaders. 
All the commentaries agree, that’s what this verse is referring to— 
   church leaders who have passed away.   
We are supposed to remember them. 
And more specifically, we’re  supposed to consider and ponder the outcome  
   of their way of life—how they lived, how they died, what gave energies to, 
   the priorities and trajectory of their lives.   
And that remembrance and consideration is then to lead us to imitate them— 
   specifically, to imitate their faith.   !
This is one of those peculiar commands I was talking about.  
   We may think this is of minimal importance, and maybe it is, 
   but it’s in God’s word,  
   and all Scripture is profitable for training in righteousness.   
So let’s have open minds and hearts as we study it, 
   and let’s put it to use in loving each other more. !
Let’s look at this under three headings: 



   1.  The command to imitate 
   2.  Some examples for imitation 
   3.  Our ultimate model !



!
MP#1  The command to imitate 
The Bible never shies away from holding up before us fellow human beings, 
   fellow believers who are to be models for us to imitate. 
That’s surprising, because the Bible also never shies away from showing their 
   sins and weaknesses.  But in spite of their sins, they are still worthy of imitation. 
Think about Hebrews 11.  What’s the content of that famous chapter? 
   It’s a list of one great Old Testament model of faith after another. 
   Men and women who lived and died believing the promises of God. 
Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Moses, Rahab, Samson, Samuel, David. 
   Each and every one of them has something to show us about what it means to 
   walk by faith in Christ. !
But here in chapter 13, the writer of Hebrews doesn’t tell his readers  
   to look at the lives of biblical saints as models for imitation. 
He tells them to look at ordinary, unnamed people who at some point had lead 
   them in the past and taught them the word of God and lived faithful lives. 
He actually gives them three commands: 
   Remember them, consider (examine) them, imitate them. !
First, remember them.  Remember your leaders. 
It doesn’t specifically say elders or pastors.  This is a generic word. 
   It can be used to refer to pastors, elders, those in ordained leadership roles, 
   or it can be used to refer to leadership in a less formal sense.   
Perhaps in this case the writer is referring specifically to those church leaders  
   who founded this congregation he’s writing to.  Remember your founders. !
Then there is this qualifying description of those leaders: 
   Who spoke the Word of God to you.   
This is another generic word:   
   It can be translated preach, proclaim, or also, as it is here, just speak or tell.   
So perhaps the writer is referring to the former preachers of this church. 
   My home church is 175 years old and in the narthex there are pictures  
   of all the pastors since 1824, either portraits or photographs. 
Maybe that’s what this meant.  Remember your pastors, they spoke word to you. 
   Or maybe he means any other leaders in the church who actively, effectively, 
   and sincerely taught and shared the word of God. 



That could certainly be a broader category than just preachers. !
So first, he says, remember them.   
Then, second, consider the outcome of their way of life. 
   These are people who’ve died well. 
   They died in the same way they lived—trusting in Jesus. 
   They’ve had a successful end to their life of faith. 
In Paul’s words:  They have fought the good fight, finished race, kept the faith. 
   So there is clearly a reference here to the way they ended. !
But the outcome of their way of life is broader that just the end. 
   It refers to the sort of lives they lived.  What their faith in Christ produced.  
It’s not just what you heard from them, but what you saw in them. 
   How did their lives give a credible witness to their message? !
To quote Paul again, he says something interesting to Timothy. 
   Watch your life and doctrine closely, persevere in them, for if you do, 
   you will save both yourself and your hearers. 
It’s not just what you teach, not just what you say, it’s not just your doctrine.   
   It’s life and doctrine coming together that God uses to build his church. 
So the point is that as you remember these leaders who have died. 
   You consider, you ponder, not mere morality, but the trajectory of their lives. 
What they loved, what they were committed to, and the effects it produced 
   in the church of Jesus Christ and the kingdom of God. !
And then comes the last command, this is where all this is leading. 
Imitate their faith.  That could mean three things. 
   Imitate their faith could mean to imitate their trust in Jesus. 
   It could mean imitate their beliefs, believe the same things they believed. 
   Or it could mean imitate their faithfulness.  
Certainly there is an sense in which all of these ideas are being conveyed. !
But the context makes clear that this idea of faithfulness is being stressed.   
   What was the ultimate outcome of lives?  How did they end?   
   They were faithful.  They ended well. 
The command is not to superficially mimic them, 
   but to see the priorities, see the patterns, the convictions of a life well lived,  
   see the graces of a death well died.  



And let what you saw and heard from them shape and mold and impact your life. !
So, let’s do it.  Let’s practice obeying this command. 
   That brings us to the next point. 
MP#2  Some examples for imitation 
I’ve been here for 19 years. 
How many Christ Covenant members do you think have died during that time? 
   How many funerals have we had for actual card-carrying members of our cong? 
Only eight.  Eight in 19 years, which is remarkable. !
I ran into Eric Martin this week.  He’s the pastor at 7th Street Baptist. 
   I asked him how many funerals he’s done. 
   He’s only been pastor there 2 ½ years and he’s buried 14 members. 
If y’all were dying at the same rate as 7th Street, I would have done 106.4 funerals! !
Our eight were men and women of faith who we could imitate. 
   There are good things we could say about each and every one of them. 
But the instruction of this passage is to remember consider and imitate our leaders. 
   Of those eight, only two of them were leaders.  !
One of those leaders was John DuBose, my father-in-law. 
   He was a ruling elder in our church and he passed away February 24 of this year. 
He was only an elder here for three years. 
   And towards the end, he really slowed down and it was hard for him to express 
   himself in meetings.  May have been the cancer affecting him, we don’t know.   
Back in January he asked me to come over to their house.  
   He was reflective, mentioned Lord’s goodness to him over his whole life. 
   And he said he had a request.  He wanted the Session to make him elder emeritus. !
Elder emeritus is an honorary position for ruling elders who are too old or infirm 
   to perform their duties.  They continue to be elders in church, can attend Session 
   meetings if they desire, but they can’t vote. 
Session honored his request, made him elder emeritus just eight days before died. 
   That’s what John wanted.  It was very important to him.  
   He held the office of elder in high regard.  Why? !
Let me back up a bit, actually a lot.  Let’s back up to 1945.   
   John was an eight year old boy living in Miami with his mother and sister. 



   His father had passed away when he was four. 
A neighbor came over to his house, a man named Mr. Lowe. 
   He was a ruling elder in Shenandoah Presbyterian Church, just around corner. 
   He told John that he was going to pick him up and take him to church. 
That’s where John came to faith in Christ. 
That was also the beginning of John’s high regard for the office of elder. 
He served with great distinction as a ruling elder in Christ Church, Jacksonville. 
   The founding pastor of that church came under attack from two very strong-willed 
   influential men in the congregation.  They tried to force him out.   
John played a key role in keeping the church from splitting and supporting pastor. 
Years later, another upheaval, mostly related to turmoil in budgeting and staff.   
   John stepped in as a sort of office manager and came to the church almost every  
   day for a year until things were settled and orderly and happy. !
He also served as an elder at the denominational level.   
For many years he was the chairman of Committee of Administration of the PCA. 
   That’s just as exciting as it sounds.   
   It involved long meetings in Atlanta several times a year. 
But it’s vital to the orderly functioning of denomination. 
   John loved that work and the men he served with. !
What was the outcome of his way of life? 
   Through his consistent service over the long haul, his willingness to put time 
   into uncomfortable situations and tedious meetings, the church became a more 
   peaceful and orderly place—a place were brotherly love could continue. 
He served as a ruling elder in faith.  Imitate his faith. !
Find some place of service in your church and commit to it. 
   Don’t just be a pew warmer.  Put in the time over the long haul.   
It doesn’t have to be church office.  Not everyone is called to that.   
   Some of our members meet once a week to pray for our church. 
   They’ve done it for years.  The effect on making this a loving place incalculable.  
There are members who have worked with Covenant Kids, hosted Covenant Groups 
   year after year, who have organized and cooked meals, music ministry. !
The second leader of ours who has passed away was Gloria Edwards. 
Gloria was not ruling elder, although that probably would have been fine with her. 
   In fact, she probably would have enjoyed being the senior pastor. 



   She was not shy telling me what I ought to do. 
For those of you who never knew her, she was the original steel magnolia. 
   There is a fine portrait of her hanging in the Gloria Edwards Room. 
But even though Gloria did not hold ordained office, she was a leader. 
   She led women’s ministry for years and filled that position with energy and joy. 
   All the women who served under her would attest to that. 
Gloria would come see me once a month to ask me for two lists. 
First, a list of my prayer requests.   
Second, list of visitors over past month. 
   She would take list and would track down every single person who set foot here. 
She loved this church and thought everybody else ought to love it too. 
   She wanted them to experience the grace she had known. 
   So she did her best to connect them to our body.   !
I could give a dozen examples of how that worked out in practice. 
   But one that epitomizes Gloria was a phrase she used when she met a new person 
   at church, a visitor.  She would focus her attention on him or her like a laser. 
   She would ask the person all sorts of questions about themselves. 
And then she would say:  George, or Anne—You’re my new best friend. 
  
Her death was long and difficult, but in the early stages, she received numerous  
   visitors in her home and gave each one that same, intense attention.   
   She passed away full of confidence in Christ.   
Imitate her faith.  Make it a point to welcome strangers.   
   Focus on people in your church, look at them, see them as precious to God  
   and interesting to him.  Our personalities are all different, work out in your way. 
But the Bible says imitate your leaders, and here is one worthy of imitation.   !
That brings us to the final point . . .  !!!



!
MP#3  Our ultimate model 
Without any announcement, without any connecting words, 
   the writer of Hebrews abruptly inserts verse 8.  
He’s giving this list of instructions and then he proclaims: 
   Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 
   Why does he insert this dramatic statement of faith at this point in chapter? !
This declaration of the unchanging character and person of our Lord Jesus 
   is crucial for fully understanding this command, 
   and more importantly, essential for obeying it. !
Imitate those who led you.  But who were our leaders imitating? 
John DuBose was imitating Mr. Lowe as a model of service. 
Gloria Edwards often spoke of her grandmother’s prayers for her 
   as a model and inspiration for her prayer life. 
Our leaders also had godly men and women who they looked to as models of faith. 
The declaration of verse 8 reminds us that beyond and behind all the believing  
   men and women that God has placed in our lives is the greatest example, 
   the ultimate model of Jesus Christ. !
Paul said it well in 1 Corinthians 11. 
   Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 
Seems like Paul could have just said, be imitators of Christ  
   and cut out the middle man.  
Why not just leapfrog over Paul and go straight to Jesus? 
   Why not just leapfrog over John or Gloria or any other fellow believers  
   as our examples and just focus on Jesus? !
The Bible talks that way sometimes.  It tells us to be imitators of God, Eph 5. 
But the point is here that as you focus on fellow believers you have known, 
   men and women of God in our church body who have died in faith . . . 
And as you look at the outcome of their lives, verse 8 gives you something 
   something incredibly encouraging and empowering. !
It’s this:  The same Lord Jesus Christ who was with them, is with you. 
The same Jesus who forgave their sins and covered their weaknesses does for you. 



The same Jesus who upheld them every day of their lives and gave them interest  
   and energy and joy to serve him year after year, until the end of their lives, 
   He is with you today, and will be with you forever. 
And when they came to the end of their lives, and lay on their deathbeds— 
   The same Jesus who enabled them to die in faith will be with you  
   when your time comes to cross over the river to the other aide.   !
Let’s live in the light of that wonderful truth. 
And let that motivate us to love each other as brothers.


