
“Noah”                                                                                              July 19, 2015 
Genesis 6:9-22 !
SI:  We’re studying the first eleven chapters of Genesis this summer. 
These chapters are foundational for a Christian world view. 
   Out the eleven chapters, four whole chapters are devoted to Noah 
   and the Flood—more than is even devoted to the creation account itself. 
This is an event of immense importance in redemptive history 
   that we must understand and work into our thinking. 
So let’s start with the man himself 
   and consider what this father in the faith has to teach us. !!



!
INTRO:  The missionary letter in the bulletin this morning is from Tobi Daum. 
Tobi is a German and he and his wife Hanna have a ministry to families 
   in their native country. 
We know Tobi because when he was in high school his parents, 
   Bernt and Regina, came to Cullman on assignment with Rehau, the German co. 
They lived here several years and were part of our church. !
There’s a funny story about the Daums.  They were in a Covenant Group. 
   Their Covenant Group decided to have a big meal together. 
   Said:  We’re going to have a covered dish supper next Wednesday. 
   Everybody bring a covered dish. 
So the next Wednesday night Bernt and Regina showed up carrying 
   two place settings of dishes, carefully covered with a towel. 
Well, everybody cracked up and said:   
   No, covered dish means you bring food.  A casserole or something.  !
So they started talking about it and discovered there was even more to the story. 
The Daums said:  In Germany it’s not uncommon, if you are invited 
   to a dinner party for the hostess to ask you to bring your own place setting.   
Most families don’t have a lot of china and we don’t use paper plates 
   so you are often asked bring your own. 
That’s what we thought you were asking us to do. 
   That made sense to us.  But we couldn’t figure out why needed to be covered. 
Even though the Daums lived here and worked here and worshipped here— 
   they weren’t from here.  This place was not their home.   
There were things about this place, the customs and sayings of the inhabitants 
   that were not native to them.  They were strangers and aliens. !
That’s one of the ways the Bible describes Christians. 
We are called strangers and aliens in this world.  1 Peter 2, Hebrews 11.  
   What does that mean, that believers are strangers and aliens here? 
It means we’re out of place.  We’re fundamentally different from and at odds with 
   the unbelieving people all around us.  We have a different character and destiny. !
And here’s where Noah comes in. 
Noah is the first great biblical illustration of a believer 



   who was a stranger and alien in the world.  
The point is made over and over that Noah alone was righteous in his generation. 
   Everyone around him was wicked, everyone around him was violent. 
Noah was a righteous man, a blameless man, who feared and loved God. 
And not only was Noah different in his heart and spirit— 
   his difference was epitomized by his building the ark. 
How did his neighbors respond to Noah building this huge barge, 
   far from water, impossible to launch? 
How did they respond to his explanation for why he was building it— 
   that God was going to bring a flood to judge the sin and wickedness of mankind? 
How did they respond when he said:   
   Please, please join me.  I’ve saved a spot for you.   
   Join me and my family and you will be saved body and soul. !
We know how they responded.  Human nature has not changed.   
They shook their heads.  They laughed at him. 
   Some people pitied him and his family, others hooted at him in derision.   
They thought his message about God’s judgment was foolishness. 
   His pleadings to seek salvation in the ark were nonsense to them. 
You see, when God’s word came to Noah, 
   and when Noah believed God, it was the end of him fitting in.  
   He became a stranger and alien to those around him. !
This is what the Lord Jesus would call many years later “bearing the cross.” 
   “Unless a man take up his cross and follow me, he cannot be my disciple.” 
Jesus also said things like: 
   “I came not to bring peace but division” and “if they hated me, they will hate you also.” 
His apostles taught the same thing. 
   “Anyone who would live a godly life must suffer persecution.” 
   “Through many tribulations it is necessary that we inherit the kingdom of God.” 
   “Come out from among them and be separate.” 
   “The world has been crucified to me and I to the world.” !
This is a reality about the Christian life that we have to come to terms with. 
Noah is the first great biblical example of what this looks like for a believer— 
   so he’s a paradigm for us to study. !
Let’s look this aspect of our Christian identity as strangers and aliens 
   under three headings: 



   1.  Defining characteristics 
   2.  Reactions against 
   3.  The specific challenge !
MP#1  Defining characteristics of believers as strangers and aliens 
If you think about strangers and aliens in terms of people coming from another  
  country or culture, like the Daums, you realize there are two big things  
   that set them apart from the natives. 
The first is their manner of life—their habits and way of doing things. 
   That’s the first thing you notice. 
But that manner of life flows out of a deeper outlook on life. 
   Comes from different values and different collective experiences. !
That’s a good way of thinking about how believers are strangers and aliens. 
   Our manner of life and outlook on life set us apart. 
That’s what set Noah apart.   
   His manner of life is described first in verse 9. 
Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. 
   We know what righteous means.  Refers to his status as a man saved by grace. 
   But what about blameless.  Throughout the Bible that refers to a person’s conduct.   !
That point is made even more clearly as Noah is contrasted with the people around  
   him who are called “corrupt in God’s sight and full of violence.”   
   There was a general lack of regard for the welfare of other people. 
Noah’s manner of life stood in direct contrast to the violence of his society. 
   He did care for the welfare of other people. 
He was a blameless man, the rest of mankind was corrupt and violent. !
Was Noah a sinner?  Yes.  Of course he was.   
   Did he have moral frailties and failures.  
   Yes.  The Bible shows us his moral failures a few chapters later. 
   The Bible is never shy about describing the sins of believers. 
So how can it be that Noah, a sinner, is called righteous and blameless, 
   but the other sinners around him are corrupt and evil in God’s sight? !
It’s because he walked with God.   
   The trajectory of his life was toward God.  He wanted to please God. 
   That was evident in a manner of life that set him apart from people around him. 



God saved Noah to be good, just as he saved us to be good.  Created in Christ . . . 
   That goodness a distinguishing characteristic of believers as strangers and aliens.  
There’s a famous letter written by the Roman Emperor Julian. 
   He was trying to destroy Christianity but knew would be hard because good. 
   “Not only do they care for their own poor, but for ours as well.” 
He didn’t like their goodness, but he had to admit to it. 
I read an editorial during the Ebola scare a number of months ago. 
   It was by a secular writer who was commenting on the Christian missionary  
   doctors and nurses who were going right into the heart of the epidemic. 
It really bugged him that they were talking about Jesus, 
   but he was amazed at their self-sacrifice and bravery. !
That gets at the deeper thing that characterizes us as strangers and aliens. 
   We have a different outlook on life that sets us apart from the world around us. 
There are many ways we could describe that outlook. 
   But to put it in terms of Noah’s story. 
   We believe God is going to judge the world.  
That’s our outlook.  We live in a moral universe.   
   Our thoughts and actions are of immense, eternal significance. 
   Records are being kept.  One day every soul will answer to God. 
   And no one will be able to stand before him. !
But God in his mercy and grace has provided a way. 
He’s provided an ark, a haven and shelter in the flood of judgment. 
   That ark is Jesus Christ.  We trust in him. 
And in gratitude for what he has done, we do all we can to live good lives. !
In a great many ways the lives believers are the same as unbelievers. 
We wear the same clothes, we eat the same food, we work the same jobs, 
   we live in the same neighborhoods, we cheer for the same teams. 
We also suffer the same illnesses, accidents, sorrows and pains as unbelievers. 
   There is no magic circle drawn around our lives. !
But the Bible pushes us hard to see and affirm 
   that there are two very different populations rubbing shoulders in the world. 
These two populations have vastly different destinies. 
   One will be destroyed in the judgment of God. 
   The other will be delivered from that judgment. 



!
That’s what the story of the flood demonstrates. 
   There was Noah and his family.  And there was everybody else.   
So nothing in life is more important than the question: 
   To which community do I belong?   
   Does my life display the defining characteristics of strangers and aliens? 
MP#2  Reactions against believers as strangers and aliens 
An Indian family moved into my parents’ condominium complex in Delray Beach. 
   A husband and wife, their children, and his parents—three generations. 
The grandfather would squat in a loincloth in the driveway and bathe himself 
   out of a bucket.  The children would swim naked in the clubhouse pool. 
There was a negative reaction by several condo residents 
   and the homeowners association told the Indians they couldn’t do those things. 
The Bible tells us in many places  
   to expect there to be reactions against believers as strangers and aliens.   
Our manner of life and outlook on life will sometimes be received negatively.   !
I’ve already alluded to this and given several examples.   
   But let’s start again with Noah.  He’s the first biblical example. 
We’re not told specifically in this passage that Noah was mocked for building  
   the ark and for warning people of God’s coming judgment. 
But Jesus implies it in Luke 17. 
   He was telling his disciples about his second coming. 
He said, I’m going to come in glory.  I’m going to judge the world. 
   But first [I] he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. !
Then, right after he says that, he starts talking about Noah. 
   Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  People  
   were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the  
   ark.  Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 
Christ draws a comparison between himself and Noah. 
I’m going to be rejected by this generation just as Noah was rejected by his. 
   They disregarded him.   
   They went right on doing what they were doing until judgment came. !
The Bible describes a range of negative reaction. 
   Rejection.  Being treated as ignorant and silly. 
There is sometimes the accusation of being mentally unstable. 



   Jesus experienced that from his own family.  Mark 3 says that his family  
   “Went to take charge of him for they said, ‘He is out of his mind.’” !
Paul experienced it too when he was giving his defense before Governor Festus. 
   As soon as he started talking about Christ’s resurrection and God’s judgment 
   Festus interrupted and said:  
   “You are out of your mind, Paul.  Your great learning is driving you mad.” 
During the old days of the Soviet Union Christians were sometimes placed in  
   mental institutions and subjected to treatment to cure their religious delusions. 
   That’s an extreme example, but consistent with certain kind of negative reaction. 
Sometimes there are more hostile responses— 
   economic sanctions, denial of employment, education, verbal, physical attacks. !
Most scholars think something like that is the setting for the book of Hebrews. 
   Believers were being pressured with economic and employment threats 
   to quit being strangers and aliens and start fitting in again—or else.  
Last week I had a conversation with a man who told me that his son was 
   a history and philosophy major at the University of Alabama. 
One of his philosophy professors expressed outright hostility his son’s 
   Christianity and told him:  I am going to do all I can to destroy your faith. 
   He wanted him to conform, not be a stranger and alien. !
World Magazine had an article recently about a Swedish nurse and midwife, 
   a Christian woman named Ellinor Grimmark.   
She was denied employment because of her pro-life views. 
   When she appealed, one government official said that she was a religious  
   extremist and no different from the people who are fighting for ISIS. !
The actual experience of these negative reactions varies tremendously 
   depending on who you are and when and where you live. 
God’s common grace mitigates a lot of negativity toward believers.  
   We ourselves live in a community with a positive view of church and Christianity.   
   And I hope we always do.  !
But I think the reason the Bible gives us Noah at the very beginning. 
The reason our Lord Jesus said: 
   “I came not to bring peace but division” and “if they hated me, they will hate you also.” 
The reason his apostles echoed his teaching 



   is simply so we won’t be surprised if it does happen to us. !
Even if it’s just on an interpersonal level—a negative or hostile family member. 
Don’t be bowled over by it.  Don’t be bewildered by it. 
   Remember that this is the way it has been with God’s people 
   since the time of Noah. !
Brings us to the last point . . . 
MP#3  The specific challenge as strangers and aliens 
There’s a fascinating commentary on the life of Noah in Hebrews 11:7. 
   By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his  
   family.  By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes  
   by faith. !
That verse gives us a clue as to why Noah was rejected by his generation. 
   And why, in the bigger picture, Christ tells his disciples to expect it. 
It says that Noah, by his faith, condemned the world. 
   It doesn’t say he condemned by the world by his words. 
   It doesn’t say he went around telling everyone how wicked they were. !
Noah did speak. 
   He’s called a preacher of righteousness in 2 Peter 2. 
His message was a fundamentally positive one. 
   Join me in the ark.  There’s room for you and your loved ones to be saved.   
   That’s always the message of the Gospel—Whosoever will may come. 
   Of course there is judgment implied, but the message is God’s mercy. !
No, it doesn’t say by his words he condemned the world, but by his faith. 
And in the sentence just before that, it tells how his faith was expressed. 
   By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, 
   in holy fear built the ark to save his family. 
When the people of his generation saw him building the ark it condemned them. 
   The law of God is written on the heart, even it people try to suppress it. 
Noah’s ark building made them think about God and his law and their lives— 
   and they didn’t like it one bit. 
And they probably responded with the whole range of negative reactions— 
   from pity to laughter to outright hatred. !



Let’s get a little more specific? 
The ark was more than a boat.  It was a symbol.  It was a foreshadowing. 
What did the ark represent?  Who did it represent? 
   It represents God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Of course, this was many centuries before the Son God came to earth— 
   but Noah knew the promise of the seed of the woman. 
   He was trusting God for his salvation. 
And the point is that his very attentiveness to God’s salvation 
   through this foreshadowing of Christ condemned the people of his generation. 
And so it will always be.   
Listen, it is your attentiveness Jesus Christ specifically, 
   and your expressions of faith in him 
   that are the heart of this alienation from the world.   
The world will put up with all sorts of god-talk.   
   That doesn’t condemn them, because people define god however they want. 
   Talking about god is generally not threatening at all. !
But when you know who comes up, it’s a different matter. 
The Apostle Peter said in Acts 3 that “Jesus of Nazareth” . . .  
   “is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.” 
And the Apostle Paul said a few chapters later: 
   For God has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed.  
   He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead. 
Christ himself said that he did not come to bring peace but division. 
   The world knows that intuitively when it encounters us in him. 
And so, as Paul says—  
   we are to all people either the fragrance of life or the stench of death.   !
So here’s the specific challenge as strangers and aliens: 
You must make sure you live such a good life and are such a good neighbor 
   and are so kind and charitable in your speech, and honest in your business 
   that if there is offense, and if there is condemnation— 
   it is only because of your faith in Jesus Christ. !
Let it be said of us, that like Noah, we are blameless in our generation. 
If we have critics, let’s do all we can to make sure they are like Emperor Julian. 
   Who said:  I hate their faith in Jesus Christ, but dadgum it— 
   they not only care for their own poor, but ours as well.  !



There’s a famous statement about Christians that was written in the late second  
   century, say around the year 180, when church still in infancy.  It says: 
They live in their own country, but as pilgrims; they participate in everything like citizens, but 
bear everything as foreigners: every foreign country is their homeland, and every homeland, 
foreign.  They marry like everyone else, and have children; but they do not discard their 
children.  They have their meals in common, but not their beds.  They are in the flesh but do not 
live according to the flesh.  They pass their lives on the earth, but they are citizens of heaven....  !
That’s who we are, strangers and aliens in this world, like spiritual forefather Noah. 
   So let’s embrace that identity and live in a manner that exalts Jesus Christ.


