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Genesis 4:17-26 !
SI:  Genesis 4 finishes the story of the beginning of mankind in the world.   
Chapter 5 begins a new section of Genesis.   !
So the history related in this chapter is just as foundational for understanding 
   the human story as chapters 1-3.  
Genesis 3 tells us about the origin of sin. 
   Genesis 4 tells us about the nature and character of sin itself. 
   In this particular passage, its effects on culture and society. !!



!
INTRO:  Adrienne, our oldest child, is in love with a boy from Brooklyn. 
We’ve met him, and this week she flew up to New York to meet his family. 
   But she’s signed a contract to teach English for a year at a school 
   in Seoul, Korea, and she’s leaving at the end of July. 
So we’ll see how this romance develops. 
   We’ll see if the saying is true that absence makes the heart grow fonder. !
But right now, she’s having a ball.  She’s called and texted us and told us about 
   all the wonderful things they are enjoying together in New York— 
   the parks, the bookstores, the museums, the restaurants, the buildings, 
   the ethnic enclaves and unique neighborhoods. 
I envy her.  I love New York. 
   It’s the greatest city in America and one of the greatest cities in the world. !
Its greatness lies in the way it concentrates all of America’s good qualities— 
   our innovation, creativity, entrepreneurship, individuality, urgency, drive. 
That’s what all great cities do—whether it’s London, Paris, New Delhi, Tokyo— 
   they concentrate all the unique characteristics of that particular culture 
   and produce wonderful things.   
If you want to make a mark in your field, what do you do? 
   Move to the city, because there you find lots of people who are pursuing  
   excellence in the same field, and that pushes you to excellence. 
And you find lots of people who are pursuing very different fields, 
   and your interaction with them stretches you in new directions.   
That’s the glory and grandeur of cities— 
   this concentration of human endeavor that produces wonderful things. !
But there is another side to cities, isn’t there? 
As Hank Williams, Jr. put it: 
   “You can send me to hell or to New York City, they’re about the same to me.” 
Now Hank was not coming from the same direction I am, 
   but it’s certainly true that cities can be hell on earth. 
For the very same reason they are great— 
   because they are a concentration point of humanity. 
They concentrate human evil.  Sometimes this is obvious and ugly. 
   Think of the slums of Calcutta where Mother Teresa worked. 



   Human misery concentrated.  Loan sharks, sexual slavery, generational poverty. 
But evil is also concentrated in the glamour and wealth of cities. 
   There are the greatest expressions of pride, idolatry, blasphemy and cruelty. 
And so we have in cities the best and the worst of humanity.   
   People producing wonderful things and sometimes using those things for evil. 
Here in Genesis 4 is the first mention of a city. 
The first city ever built was built by Cain. 
   Who lived in this city?  For that matter, who did Cain marry? 
   Bible doesn’t answer those questions. 
   Scholars have come up with possible answers. 
But if it was important, the Bible would tell us. !
This passage is here to teach us something else— 
   it’s to give us, as believers, a framework for understanding and interacting with 
   the culture around us, a culture created and developed by sinful people. 
By culture I don’t mean high culture. 
   I’m not talking about art museums and classical music.  Just a tiny part of it.   
   Culture is everything human beings produce—agriculture, art, technology.   
When you turn on your TV or your computer,  
   when you listen to music, or go to a movie, or get medicine from drugstore, 
   or food from the grocery store, or drive your car, open your refrigerator, 
   or watch a football game, or chose certain clothes . . . interacting with the culture. !
How is the Christian to respond to culture, 
   particularly when we see in it glimpses of evil? 
Should we just participate and engage without any reservation? 
   Or should we be we cautious and negative? 
Sometimes Christians have responded by withdrawing from the culture— 
   think of the Amish, for example.  
You might not agree with the Amish, but you can’t accuse them of not thinking 
   about it and trying to come to a deliberate biblical position.  
I’m afraid most American Christians just dive right in with barely a thought.    !
It’s a complicated issue because the culture is part of the air we breath— 
   it’s like the water a fish swims in.  So it takes concentration. 
And there is no way that the topic can be fully addressed in one sermon.    
   But this passage, coming at the beginning of Genesis gives us a framework.  !



So let’s look at it under three points.   
   They are long, so I’ll give them to you as we go. 
   And I promise, that at the end we will get to Jesus.  !
MP#1  Christians should have a positive stance toward culture. 
That’s how this passage starts. 
What did God do with Cain after he had murdered his brother Abel? 
   God didn’t strike him dead.  He protected Cain from other people carrying out  
   revenge and killing him.  God did that by putting some kind of a mark on Cain. 
So why did God spare him?  God is merciful, that’s true. 
   But it was because God had a purpose for Cain, he had something for him to do. 
   That purpose was to establish the first city. !
And it was in this city, concentration of humanity, culture began to develop. 
Fifth down in the line of Cain came a man named Lamech with a brilliant family.   
   Three sons:   
Jabel, the father of those who dwell in tents and have livestock. 
Jubal, the father of all who play the lyre and pipe. 
Tubal-Cain, the forger of instruments of bronze and iron.   !
These three men are the fathers of agriculture, art, and technology. 
   The three pillars of civilization and culture began in the Ancient Middle East 
   and spread through all the nations and peoples of the world.   
Calling them fathers implies progress. 
   Implies there would be future generations that would surpass the fathers. !
And that is exactly what we have seen as human history has unfolded— 
   agriculture, art, and technology have continued to advance. 
Just think how that has been particularly evident in the past century. 
I heard recently that an acre of corn in the early 20th century produced 20 to 30  
   bushels.  Now agricultural science enables us to produce 150 bushels. 
Worldwide, hunger has plummeted in recent decades.   
   When there are famines, it’s not because of agricultural failure anymore— 
   it’s only because of war and political turmoil. !
Think of how far art has progressed since Jubal invented the lyre and pipe. 
   There are now many different instruments and styles of music. 
And through the convergence of technology and art,  



   we have at our fingertips vast libraries of recorded music. 
There are many art forms we enjoy today that did not exist before. 
   Movies, certainly.  But also forms of literature. 
J.R.R. Tolkien did not just write Lord of the Rings, he invented a genre of literature 
   that never existed before—fantasy literature.  Pleasure to many people. 
And of course, there are too many advances in technology to mention. 
   Automobiles, airplanes, antibiotics, satellites, skyscrapers, cell phones— 
   advances in engineering, medicine, science.  !
Where did all this creativity come from?   
God told Adam and Eve to tend to the garden and take care of it, 
   to have dominion over the creation. 
A garden is not nature, it’s nature improved and shaped into something better 
   for human pleasure and usefulness and flourishing. 
The fall did not destroy this creative, culture-making aspect of human nature. 
   And this creativity was so important to God that he spared Cain’s life. 
   Even this violent, godless, brilliant man had an important culture-making role. !
The details of this story lead us to conclude that Cain’s descendents 
   were like him in many ways—and proud of it. 
They were proud of their forefather Cain who asserted his independence from God. 
   Lamech named sons Jabel, Jubal, Tubal Cain.  Proud of who he was. 
Yes they were godless, but they were talented and smart and the produced  
   wonderful things and laid the foundations of culture that we enjoy today. !
Here’s the point:  This passage shows that the biblical stance toward culture, 
   toward progress in all areas of human endeavor, should be positive. 
Even when advances are made by godless pagans and unbelievers, 
   we ought to be grateful and amazed at the image of God in mankind, 
   that he has enabled us to accomplish this as a race. 
We ought to be unapologetic in our enjoyment and use of these things.  
   They ought to move us to worship God, praise him for his gifts to mankind. 
Don’t just say:  Praise God! when see a sunset.  Praise God! see skyline of city. 
   Praise God! when use cell phone, driving car at 70 mph using cell phone! 
   That’s amazing that God gave such creativity to mankind.    !
There are branches of the Christian church that have adopted a negative stance  
   toward culture.  I’ve already mentioned the Amish. 



Also Roman Catholic monasticism, parts of the Holiness movement in America. 
   But this passage shows us a fundamentally positive stance. 
And this has a very important implication for calling. 
   Church work, missionary work, ministry is no more holy or high than farm work, 
   or engineering work, or musician work, or athletic work. 
So let’s not draw distinctions and value judgments the Bible doesn’t draw. 
And this brings us to the second point. !
MP#2  Christians should be realistic about the effects of sin on culture. 
It would be easy to just stop here and be positive and uncritical. 
   That would be nice.  We wouldn’t have to make any negative judgments. 
And this is where a great many people stop—especially in the West. 
   They believe that human progress is going to solve our problems. 
   In our day, there is faith in technology and its ability to improve our lives.    !
But the chapter doesn’t stop with a purely positive view of human culture. 
   What comes next is very ugly and disturbing.  
Right after we read of the fathers of agriculture, music, and technology, 
   we are told something about their father—Lamech. !
He’s bragging to his two wives about killing someone. 
   Wait a minute—two wives?  Where did that come from? 
When God made Eve for Adam, he clearly established marriage as the union 
   of one man and one woman—two will become one flesh.  (Not, the three.) 
Human cultures tend toward polygamy and other perversions of marriage 
   in rebellion against God’s creation order.   !
So Lamech is telling his two wives about how he killed a man for wounding him,  
   a young man for striking him. 
Commentators note that wounding and striking could refer to insults. 
   Clearly this youth was not a threat to Lamech’s life. 
Lamech’s response was all out of proportion to the wound or insult.   
   He admits as much.  He brags about it.  My revenge is seventy seven fold.   !
But here’s the key detail.  Lamech didn’t just tell them.  He sang it to them. 
   Commentators call these verses the Song of the Sword. 
   He used music and poetry to glamorize his violence.  First gangsta rap. 
I imagine Lamech without a shirt, in some sagging jeans,  



   with a 9mm stuck in his waistband, strutting around his crib. 
His women are sitting there, afraid of his violence and stroking his ego 
   and he’s rapping about killing this man . . .  !
Listen up, Adah and Zillah/Now I’m gonna tell ya. 
A punk dissed me, I killed him/What a thrill to kill him! 
   I’m no Tupac. 
So is the problem rap music?   
Is that the problem, that some cultural inventions are intrinsically evil? 
During the Holocaust, when the Nazis were exterminating thousands of Jews 
   in the death camps, they had string quartets playing Wagner and Mozart. 
They used classical music to steel the nerves of the German guards 
   as they ordered men, women, and children into the gas chambers.   
   Great German music to remind them of the greatness of German culture.   !
The problem is not rap music, or video games, or Facebook,  
   or Walmart, pharmaceutical companies.   
The problem is not the cultural inventions themselves— 
   the problem is fallen human nature, and the tendency of mankind to use these 
   things for evil and to aid and glorify their rebellion against God. !
All this means that as Christians we have to be thoughtful and walk by faith. 
We have a positive stance toward culture as the outworking of the image of God. 
   And at the same time, we do not gloss over or ignore the effects of sin in culture. 
The song of Lamech is in the Bible to teach us to be alert and critical. 
   You need to be alert and critical, especially for your children. !
Parents, when you watch TV or movies with your kids, don’t just drink it all in  
   without comment.  Critique it with them.  Help them see the ideas promoted. 
Don’t just watch advertisements. 
   Point out and gently mock their false promises.   
   If have that car, you’ll have friends and a great life! 
When our girls were little, it seems like every children’s movie they watched had 
   the same message:  Believe in yourself.  Gag me.   
I helped them tune in to it so they could resist that narcissistic garbage. 
   Christians don’t believe in ourselves, we believe in God the Father Almighty . . . !
And sometimes we have to be honest and humble enough to admit that 



   the corruption of culture exacerbates and magnifies our own sinful tendencies. 
We don’t turn Amish, but sometimes wisdom tells us to push back hard 
   against sinfully corrupted culture and even refrain from certain aspects. !
Work that out for yourself, I don’t want to give any examples. 
Let’s move on to the third point . . . !!!
MP#3  Christians should put their hope in Christ, the redeemer of culture. 
Cain and his descendents built a city. 
Because they bore the image of God, even as unbelievers they developed culture 
   with much that is good and useful as we see in Jabel, Jubal, and Tubal Cain. 
But because of their sinful nature, they also tended to use culture to aid 
   and glorify their rebellion against God as we see in the Song of Lamech. !
The passage doesn’t end there, with the descendants of Cain.  It says: 
   Adam lay with his wife again, and she gave birth to a son and named him Seth, saying, ‘God  
   has granted me another child in place of Abel, since Cain killed him.”  Seth also had a son,  
   and he named him Enosh.  At that time men began to call on the name of the LORD. 
Adam and Eve had another son who replaced the godly Abel. 
   And Seth had a son.  Unlike Cain and his descendants who lived apart  
   from God, Seth and his line began to call on the name of the LORD. !
Remember, when you see LORD in all caps, that’s a clue in our English Bibles 
   that this is the personal name of God, the name Yahweh.  
The name he uses in saving relationship with his people. 
   So Seth and his children knew the LORD, they lived by faith. 
And eventually, from the line of Seth came Jesus Christ, 
   the promised seed of Eve who would crush the serpent’s head.   !
Now, what did Jesus come to do?  What was his work? 
To die on the cross and save us from our sins, right? 
   But is that all Christ came to do?  To save our souls? 
That’s just the start.  Christ came to redeem his creation. 
   He came to reverse the effects of the fall in every area— 
   not just in nature, but in human culture. !



I’m sure you’ve noticed by now in this study of Genesis 
   the parallels and connections it has with the last book of the Bible, Revelation. 
In the final chapters of Revelation, as Christ’s kingdom is consummated 
   and as the world is made new, the image of the new creation is not a garden. 
That’s not the vision of Revelation,  
   that Jesus Christ will return in glory and restore the Garden of Eden. !
The perfection of his eternal kingdom is described as a great city— 
   the Holy City Jerusalem in all its perfection. 
There is a Garden in the vision, but it’s not a garden alone. 
The Garden with the Tree of Life is a park in the middle of the city— 
   The Garden of Eden becomes Central Park in the New Jerusalem. 
Now listen to this fascinating detail about the city of God. 
   It’s verses 22-26 of chapter 21. 
I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.   
   The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light,  
   and the Lamb is its lamp.  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will  
   bring their splendor into it.  On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night  
   there.  The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it.  Nothing impure will ever 
enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb's book of life. !
Do you understand the vision? 
The nations of the earth are flowing into the city of God, 
   bringing all the wealth of their cultures— 
   all their sciences and agriculture, all their art and technology. 
They bring it before the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb as an offering of praise. 
   Glory of human culture and invention purified and put to use in the new creation. 
Imagine the wonderful things the human race will build when we are no longer 
   corrupted by sin, with all the faculties of our minds and bodies restored. 
Imagine the music, the amazing machines—all to the glory of God. !
That’s the future Christ has planned for his people—the line of Seth. 
But until Christ returns and finishes all this, we are his agents. 
   We are called to do our part even now in redeeming culture. 
What does that look like?   !
Well, God puts some Christians in influential positions in their particular field. 
   They are able to make a mark and be a redeeming and transforming agent. 



I think of someone like Thomas Lake.  Maybe you’ve never heard of him. 
   He’s a senior writer for Sports Illustrated, 34 years old, a devout Christian. 
   And his articles have a power and depth to them that surpass any other writer. 
   He writes those long stories that are always at the end of the magazine. 
Google “The Boy They Couldn’t Kill.”  Wrote a few years ago. 
   Read it, and you’ll see what I mean. 
   Here is a Christian redeeming the culture of sports writing. !
But the vast majority of us are not in those positions.  We lead more ordinary lives. 
Even so, you are called to do what you can to redeem the culture of  
   your workplace, your school, and neighborhood, and your home.   
It means using your talents to accomplish good things in the particular work  
   to which God has called you.     
You might not see much change, but the Lord keeps track of those things, 
   and some day everything that is good will be brought into the New Jerusalem, 
   and used and perfected. 
I don’t have any idea how that will work. !
I don’t have any idea how Thomas Lake’s excellent sports writing will be part 
   of the glory of the new creation.  Or a Christian mother’s meals and her  
   attentiveness to the family table.  Or a the buildings a Christian architect designs. 
   Or roads a Christian engineer builds.  Or products Christian salesman sells. 
But somehow, our little culture-making efforts, our dominion-bearing, 
   our gardening of our little plots honor Christ, and he will redeem them. 


