
“Man and Woman”                                                                       May 3, 2015 
Genesis 2:18-25 !
SI:  Chapter 1 of Genesis shows us creation in the big picture, the grand sweep. 
Chapter 2 zooms in on the crown of creation, mankind made in his image— 
   male and female, man and woman. !
INTRO:  I want you to imagine a jigsaw puzzle, 1000 pieces, something like that, 
   and all the pieces are scattered on a table.  Also on the table is the puzzle box lid. 
What’s on the lid?  A picture.  Mountains or kittens or Norman Rockwell. 
   It’s a picture of how all the pieces of the puzzle are to be put together. 
   It’s a how things ought to be when everything is in the right place. 
And, of course, the picture makes sense of the scattered pieces. !
Well what we have before us in this passage is a puzzle box top. 
   It’s the perfect picture of human sexual life as God intended it to be. 
By human sexual life I mean much more than the act of sex, more than genital sex. 
   I am referring to the whole range of our experience as sexual beings. 
That we are men or women. 
   That there are profound differences between men and women. 
   That we notice the differences between men and women. 
   That we find those differences interesting and attractive— 
   romance, love, intimacy, delight, marriage, nakedness, family, children. !
That God has made mankind to be a sexual being, male and female, 
   profoundly shapes our experience of life in this world. 
Not to put too fine a point on it, but every single one of you here owes  
   your very existence to the sexual life of a man and a woman. 
   (We won’t go there!) !
This passage is amazingly brief.  Just eight verses.   
But these few verses, combined with verse 27 of chapter one— 
   (that’s the verse that says God made man in his image male and female)— 
   these few verses are the perfect picture of human sexual life 
   as God made us and intended for us to be in the goodness of his creation. !
So, what are the 1,000 puzzle pieces scattered on the table? 
That’s our world now.  



   The sexual aspect of life is not Garden of Eden perfect any more. 
For a great many people, in fact, for all people in one way or another,  
   sexuality an area of disappointment, loneliness, confusion, rebellion, and sadness. 
The Bible bears witness to this fact. 
   It gives example after example of the harm and woe caused by sexual sin, 
   it’s negative effects sometimes even passed on generationally. 
We are all sinners, and we are all sexual sinners.   
   That’s human nature since the fall. 
There is another dimension to these scattered pieces. 
We are living in a particular historical moment in which Western culture is  
   attempting to cast off every vestige of biblical sex ethics. 
The great ideologies of our time:  naturalism, individualism, and feminism  
   are united against the biblical account of human sexuality.   !
If human life is an accident of evolution, then why should a person be held hostage  
   to the sexual identity he or she received by accident at birth?   
If a person wants to be bi, gay, transgendered, or reject sexual identity, so what?  
   Why should sex be confined to marriage?   
   Why should marriage be confined to men and women? 
    
Feminism attacks femininity weak and humiliating and masculinity as oppressive. 
   It strives to make women manlike and men womanlike—and it has succeeded. 
Notions of what men and women are have changed profoundly— 
   and in ways that have ruined the lives and happiness of multitudes of people. 
There is also the cultural power of pornography. 
And the influence of these sexual shifts on the church.  And on and on we could go.   !
I mention all those things to say that this sermon will not be about the  
   scattered puzzle pieces, it will be about the whole picture on the box. 
That’s what I’m going to focus on—human sexuality in God’s good creation. 
   Men and women, love and marriage, as God intended it to be. !
Here’s why that will be my focus. 
Because seeing the whole picture will impress upon us, with tragic clarity,  
   just how devastating the effects of sin are. 
And how much we need God’s mercy and grace. 
   And how much we need Jesus. !



And the whole picture will also impress upon us  
   the beauty and goodness of life as God intends it to be.  
It will make us want that life, and strive for it. 
   And cooperate with the Holy Spirit as he works to sanctify our sexuality. !
Let’s look at this passage under two points— 
   these are the two great themes of this passage. 
   I’ll give them to you as we go. !
MP#1  God made men and women different, Vive la différence! 
“Long live the difference.”  It’s an old French toast celebrating the spice of life— 
   the wonderful differences between the sexes that God has made. !
At our church fellowship supper this past Wednesday night, 
   I walked into the fellowship hall to snag some more potato chips. 
Inside three of our beautiful Christ Covenant women—one gloriously with child.   
They were talking in a very animated female fashion about the joys of childbirth.   
   As I walked past, they began to talk even louder about water breaking and  
   contractions and so forth.   
I beat a hasty retreat outside and joined a group of Christ Covenant men. 
None of them were beautiful, some were even unpleasant to look at. 
   They were talking about the upcoming men’s camp out. 
   And boasting about who would make it up the mountain first, and how there 
   would be no showers and who’s snoring would be the loudest.   
Stereotypes, but absolutely true.  Women are nurturers, men are adventurers. 
   Women are bound to hearth and home, men long for the lonely wild places. 
   Women are more relational, men are more confrontational.  Pursuers, prize.   
That’s how God made us.  Different.  Vive la différence! !
Seven times in Genesis chapter one the phrase is repeated:   
   “And God saw that it was good.”  Seven times. 
So verse 18 of chapter two comes as jolt. 
   Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone.” 
We’ve already been told that both male and female are human beings  
   made in God’s image.  Now it is explained that the creation of mankind is not 
   complete until there is a man and woman together as husband and wife. !
Our culture defines the human race as a collection of individuals. 



   The Bible defines us as a collection of families, people in ordered relationships. 
So it’s not surprising that from this point onward in the Bible, God’s grace 
   runs in family lines.  When God saves people, he brings in to his family. 
   He forms the church as a family. 
And mankind is not pronounced very good until there is a man and woman 
   together in marriage—and the chapter concludes by saying this creates a family. !
Then God said:  “I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
There is nothing demeaning about the woman being man’s helper. 
   The same word is used of God.  “Our help in name of Lord.”  “Lift up eyes . help” 
But let’s not miss the obvious point here. 
   Man was created first and then woman as his helper. 
We may wonder what that means, or how much it means— 
   but the Bible doesn’t say the reverse, that man was created as woman’s helper. 
   We would expect to see attendant differences in men and women. !
Told she is a helper “suitable” for him.  What does that mean? 
It’s not one word in Hebrew.  It’s a phrase that says literally:  “like opposite him.” 
   It doesn’t say that woman made in man’s likeness—made in likeness of God. 
   She was made “like opposite” the man.  Corresponding to him. 
Complementing him.  English teacher lesson.  Remember the difference. 
   Compliment with an “i” means praise, give compliments.   
   Complement with an “e” means complete, fulfill.  Frame complements picture. !
Biologically, anatomically, reproductively men and women complement,  
   complete, fulfill one another with their differences. 
But it’s much more extensive than that—intellectually, emotionally, physically,  
   temperamentally, spiritually their differences complement each other. 
By the way, this a fundamental objection to homosexuality. 
   What God intends for the foundational relationship of human life cannot 
   be obtained in relationship with the same sex. !
So this is the biblical definition of man as male and female— 
   that they share the divine image, are both made in the likeness of God, 
   and they are different in essential ways that complete each other. 
And the man was made first and then the woman was made as a suitable, 
   complementary helper to him.   
In a number of places, the Bible goes back to this Genesis account as the basis 



   for particular instructions and roles given to men and women. 
Paul does it in 1 Corinthians 11 and 1 Timothy 2. 
   He appeals to the creation order, man first, then woman,  
   to identify particular roles in marriage and church. !
Men and women are completely equal in terms of their creation and salvation— 
   but that does not mean that their lives or experiences will be the same. 
   They won’t be.  They are vastly different.  Genesis tells us as much. 
So what are these differences?  Can we list them? 
   The Bible doesn’t specifically identify these differences. 
   It doesn’t say:  These are the differences between men and women. 
But it demonstrates those differences as it tells redemption history. 
In the Bible we see that men are the rule-makers of human history. 
   They are everywhere the moves and shakers. 
And women play a supportive role to the men.   !
There are 1,426 names mentioned in the Old Testament.  111 of them women (9%). 
That is probably a pretty fair ratio for human history in general. 
   In fact, it’s probably more generous on the feminine side. 
The story of mankind intellectually, militarily, politically is mostly a male story.    
   There have been important female rulers (Eliz I, Thatcher) few and far between. 
There have been some important female writers, like Jane Austin, Brontes— 
   but they are not the rule—look at any anthology of literature. 
The leading philosophers have been men, even majority of leading chefs. !
Now hear me carefully.  I don’t say any of this to demean women. 
   The Bible never demeans women, even if the story it tells is mostly told by men. 
Where women appear in the Bible,  
   they are treated as responsible moral beings—just like men.   
Furthermore, the Bible makes clear that the fundamental masculine qualities of 
   assertiveness, leadership, and self confidence have been warped by sin. 
It may have been 343 male firefighters who heroically went into the World Trade  
   Center, but it was 13 males who caused all the carnage of that day. 
   It is men who commit vast majority of crimes and fill prisons.   
And history also shows that women are more likely to become Christians and are 
   more likely to make better Christians than men—which is the greatest thing 
   than can be said about a human being. 
It was to a woman that the risen Christ first revealed himself.   



!
No, I say all this because the trajectory of American culture has been towards  
   denying these differences, even strongly opposing any assertion  
   that men and women are different in significant ways. 
But the goal of a gender neutral society is not only not only anti-biblical, 
   it’s anti-human, and it sucks the joy out of life. 
So we, as biblical Christian ought to be happy to say— 
   our men are men and our women are women— 
   because that’s how God made us.  Different.   
Not that we idolize masculinity or femininity.  Both are fallen. 
   But they were made by God and are being sanctified by his spirit. !
MP#2  God made marriage a hierarchal game, played by co-equals. 
Those aren’t my words, they belong to someone else. 
   I’ll read you the whole quote in a minute.  But first let’s look at the passage. 
From this point on it’s about marriage—the first marriage. 
   And how that first marriage is the pattern for all marriage. 
   And how marriage is the context in which sexuality is to be lived in fullness. !
Now, let me quickly say that singleness is provided for in the Bible. 
But it is not the usual calling or situation of human beings.  Provided for differently.  
   It is approved and blessed as a calling for some, 
   but singleness does not appear in the creation account. 
This chapter tracing out the main story of the human race.  !
God knew there needed to be a woman to complete the man and human race. 
But he wanted Adam to know that too. 
   So he brought the animals to Adam for him to name them. 
Naming is an act of sovereignty and authority. 
   Mankind subdues and controls nature in large part by language. 
   We control by labeling or naming.  It indicates we understand something’s nature. 
   That’s what education is—it’s learning to subdue by language. 
That’s why every field of study has its own jargon—engineering, quilting, botany. 
   So Adam’s naming Eve is a more significant event than we might first suppose. !
God’s assignment worked.  Adam saw that he was incomplete and lonely. 
   There were no animals who could be a companion. 
   Also, saw boy lions, girl lions.  But there was no girl man.   



So God caused him to sleep, took a rib, and fashioned the woman. !
The medieval theologian Peter Lombard gave this famous interpretation: 
   The woman was created not from just any part of the man’s body, but from his side.  This was  
   to demonstrate that she was made for loving communion with him.  She was not taken from  
   his head that she might rule over him or from his feet that she might be his servant. 
Peter Lombard was a celibate priest. 
   Listen to Matthew Henry’s spin on Lombard. 
   Henry was a happily married Puritan minister: 
Not made out of his head to top him, not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him, but out of 
his side to be equal with him, under his arm to be protected, and near his heart to be beloved. !
God brought her to him.  Marriage is a relationship God has created.   
What God has joined, let not man separate, said Jesus Christ.   
When Adam saw her, from his mouth came the very first recorded human speech. 
   It’s a poem, a hymn in praise of his wife.  
The NIV fails here.  “Now” is not strong enough.  Ought to be “at last,” “finally” 
   This is at last!  Bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.  
   He sees her as the one who will make up what is lacking in his life. !
He calls her “bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” 
   That’s the way the Hebrews said, My own flesh and blood. 
   The significance is that marriage creates a family. 
Then he names her, calls her woman.   
   As we have seen, naming an act authority. 
   Consistent with the theme the woman being a suitable helper for him. 
Her name is like his, but different.   
   Man is “ish,” woman is “ishah.”  She is named in relation to him.   !
Then after this are two statements:  First a commentary: 
   For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,  
   and they will become one flesh. 
“One flesh” is often taken to refer to sexual union.  But it’s not that, per se. 
   It is a formal restatement of “bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.” 
It asserts once again, in the strongest possible way that marriage creates 
   a family, not just psychologically, but objectively—a permanent union. !
And then the final statement:  A description: 
   The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 



Here finally their sexual life together is explicitly introduced. 
   Without saying it directly, the Bible says it. 
   A man and a woman, in love, naked. 
It’s an image of erotic attraction and God’s word intends it to be. 
   It is set firmly within the God-ordained, one flesh, permanent, marriage  
   between the ish and the ishah. 
And they are without shame in their nakedness.   
   They experience their sexual life together in complete openness and trust, 
   and without any exposure to temptation or vulnerability that will come with sin. !
So here we have the fundamental relation of the human race. 
   A man and a woman, both in God’s image, but very different. 
   The man made first, the woman from him as a complementary helper. 
And they are united in a permanent bond that creates a family 
   and that is the setting in which their union is lived out with delight in every part, 
   not the least of which is their sexual life together. !
Now let me go back and comment briefly on one aspect of marriage  
   that is mentioned here that is of immense importance and intensely practical. 
It’s the matter of speech in marriage. 
   Adam speaks.  He speak first.  And his speech is a hymn of praise to his wife. 
   He delights in her and the tells her that.   
What does she say back to him?  We aren’t told.  But what would we expect? 
   She has been made as a helper suitable for him.  Her speech should reflect that. !
Here’s the point.  The speech of husbands and wives ought to reflect creation order. 
Husbands ought to speak first.  They ought to use their words for praise and delight. 
   Just as Adam sang out his hymn of praise to Eve’s beauty and perfection. 
   As husbands open their mouths, take the lead in expressing love and delight,  
   that is the single most important factor in tone of a marriage. 
And Adam’s speech was also speech of leadership.   
   By naming her, he was implicitly affirming the order and role of husband. 
   That too is a word to husbands—your speech must express your headship. 
To be silent about what you think is best in marriage and family is to abdicate.   !
And what this tells us about the speech of the woman as man’s helper, 
   is that the power of her speech is when she affirms and supports his words. 
And a misuse of her speech is when she tries to bend her husband to do her will. 



   In any marriage, the wife might be the better and more eloquent speaker, probably 
   But here is the pattern established in Eden.   
It’s not a matter of who is smarter or more talented.  It’s a matter of role.  !
Told you I would read quote:  Robert Farrar Capon. 
   [The difference between the husband and the wife] is not one of worth, ability, or intelligence,  
   but of role.  It is functional, not organic.  In the ballet, in any intricate dance, one dancer leads,  
   the other follows.  Not because one is better (he may or may not be), but because that is his  
   part . . . [In the dance] you have real equals assigned unequal roles in order that each may  
   achieve his individual perfection in the whole . . . Marriage is a hierarchical game played by  
   co-equal partners.  Keep that paradox and you move in the freedom of the dance; alter it, and  
   you grow weary with marching. 
Wise words.  Marriage a partnership of quality—taken from man’s side. 
   Ant it is also an ordered, complementary relationship. 
   The man created first, the woman created as a partner corresponding to him. 
CONC:  Now, I have to end this somehow.  So much more to say. 
And there are still these 1,000 scattered pieces. 
   And all the questions about how we answer this or that troubling question, 
   or deal with this painful marital problem.   
But I hope you see from this a big picture of human sexual life as God 
   intends it to be, and which it can be by his grace and spirit. 
And how it is our affirmation of these things in our lives, in our common 
   life as a church body, our regard for marriage, our desire for marriages 
   to be healed and to thrive is a testimony to this world.   !
I know I just read you a paragraph, but let me read you one more thing. 
This is by Robert Rayburn on Genesis 2: 
   I find it a happy thought that Bible-believing Christians are again the ones appointed in our 
sad and disintegrating culture to be the defenders of all that makes life rich and fun and 
romantic.  All that makes men and women love one another and long for one another is in this 
adjective “corresponding” or “suitable.”  All that makes the man the lover and the woman the 
beloved, from which differences come all the romances and all the love stories in the world.  
Feminism cannot write love stories for it has men and women competing with one another as 
identical or virtually identical beings.  The one cannot make up what the other lacks and 
hungers for, for he or she offers only more of the same.  Christianity makes men and women 
fully human beings but differentiates them from one another in all the ways that make for 
interest, enchantment, electricity, desire, and true fulfillment for both man and woman.  There is 
that in a man—a great deal—that only a woman can satisfy; and there is in the same way a large 
part of a woman that only a man can satisfy.  So God made it to be. 


