
“Christ’s Resurrection and Your Future”                                     April 5, 2015 
2 Corinthians 4:13-18 !
SI:  We’re going to talk about the Resurrection this morning. 
There are two ways the Bible talks about the Resurrection— 
   one way is easy to understand, the other is harder. 
The easy one is that it happened.  Jesus really did rise from the dead on Easter. 
   It’s easy to understand and believe because of all the good evidence for it. 
The harder part is that all through the New Testament it talks about how  
   the Resurrection should shape the way we think about our lives every day. !
Applying the cross to my daily life is a lot easier.   
   I know I’m a mess.  I know I’m a sinner. 
   I know I need to be forgiven.  I know I deserve God’s judgment. 
That makes sense to me.  It shapes the way I think about my life every day. 
   But how the resurrection shapes the way I look at my life every day is harder. 
That’s what this passage is about— 
   Paul tells us a way to look at life and a hope for life that shapes way think and act. !
INTRO:  There is a part of Colbert County that I often drove through as a boy. 
It’s an area east of Muscle Shoals.  And it was all cotton fields, for miles and miles. 
   But the strange thing was that as you drove out this county road through farmland, 
   you couldn’t help but notice that there were curbs, gutters, and sidewalks.  
And these sidewalks and curbs seemed to be laid out in blocks. 
   They ended at regular intervals where you would expect to see a cross street. 
Only there weren’t any cross streets.   
   But sometimes there was a tractor path heading out into one of the fields. 
   So why were there curbs, gutters, and sidewalks out in the middle of nowhere? !
This is the story.  Back in the 20s, Wilson Dam was being built and 
   an enormous amount of hydroelectric power was about to come on line. 
In 1921 Henry Ford visited Muscle Shoals and he said: 
   This is where I’m going to build my next factory 
   and I’m going to employ a million people.   
Well, the speculators went wild.  Land prices skyrocketed. 
   There were even ads in New York newspapers for land in Muscle Shoals, Ala. 
And in preparation for the building boom, and for the thousands of new homes 
   that were going to be built, they put in curbs and gutters and sidewalks for 



   blocks and blocks of residential neighborhoods. 
But Ford changed his mind and Muscle Shoals did not become the new Detroit. !
Here’s the point:   
What we think is going to happen in the future affects what we do today.   
The future we perceive, and as this particular story illustrates, 
   the future we hope for affects how we think, plan, and act,  
   how we spend our money, where we invest our energies. !
So for Christians, what’s our perceived future?   
Paul says it here:   
   “We know that the One who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead  
   will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence.” 
Jesus’ resurrection is the first fruits.  He is the first one like us. 
   And one day we will be raised like him, and have a body like he has, 
   when he returns at the end of history to set all things right. !
And we’ll live in a world that’s fixed.  He will set everything straight. 
   Our bodies will be made right—always be strong and healthy. 
   Our minds will be sound, our relationships will all be good, 
The natural world will not be against us or hurt us. 
   And we’ll be connected to God, and live in his presence. 
We won’t feel any of the alienation that we live with now— 
   with God or other people or the natural word or even with ourselves. 
It’s going to be this world made new. !
And the resurrection of Jesus is the beginning of that and the guarantee of that. 
   So, with that as our future, our lives today, and the way we approach life 
   should be different—if we really believe that. !
So let’s look at this passage under two headings: 
1.  How believing in the resurrection of Jesus should change your life today 
2.  Two examples of people with very different views of the future. !
Credit where credit is due:   
   Chas. Garland, whose sermon borrowing from freely. 
   Thank you Charles! !



!
MP#1  How believing in the resurrection of Jesus should change your life today 
Just before this, Paul is talking about his life as a minster—and it’s terrible. 
He was beaten often, he was betrayed, his name was dragged through the mud,  
   he had trouble with these churches he had poured his heart and soul into. 
As he describes his life in this letter, it makes you wonder why he kept going. 
   He suffered so many bad things that he’s surprised he’s still alive. !
But then Paul says in the middle of all this:  I have a hope. 
And he quotes Psalm 116.  Just one line:  “I believed; therefore I have spoken.”   
   Now that’s not supposed to mean much to you. 
   It’s supposed to make you go back and read Psalm 116, see what it’s about. 
When you read it, it makes sense. 
   Because it’s about a time in David’s life when he thought for sure he was  
   going to die, things were so bad.  But God delivers him. 
And David says:  Thank you, God, for sparing my life. 
   But honestly, I would have been ok either way. 
   Because I know you will take care of me in life or in death. !
Paul says:  I’m like that too.  I have the same spirit of faith as David. 
I don’t know if I will live or die. 
   But I know I’m ok because of the Resurrection. 
   I know that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise me and give me a future. 
So I can handle what’s happening to me now. 
   My life is bad now, but I can bear it because there is compensation. 
   There is hope for me, so I don’t lose heart.  I’m not giving up. !
And then he says a strange thing:   
   Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 
That might first sound like he’s saying my body is wasting away, outer man, 
   but my soul is doing ok.  But that’s not what he means. 
The outer man that is wasting away means the person I was before I knew Jesus. 
   That’s withering.  That’s dying. 
But the inner person, the person I will be because of Christ’s Resurrection, 
   the sinless, whole, strong, beautiful version of me, that’s who I’m becoming. 
And I’m invested in that future God has planned for me in Jesus— 
   and that gives me hope now and changes the way I look at life and myself. 
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So how does this shape us?  A couple of examples. 
Think about retirement.   
If you believe in the Resurrection, that means the best part of your life  
   is going to be after you die.  In fact, the glory of the Resurrection life, 
   and the eternity of it will far eclipse any brief retirement period here. 
So how does that change the way you prepare for retirement? 
   You’re still going to save, hopefully, but you’re not going to live for it. 
   You’re not going to view life now as just a grind and retirement as golden years. 
   You’re not going to invest all hopes in making last 20 as comfortable as possible.   
I knew a widow on Marco whose husband died his very first day of retirement! 
   Dreams of retirement and planning retirement can become an idol for people. !
But for Christians it’s different because of the Resurrection.   
   That’s the perfect rest and the great future life we are counting on. 
Yes, the time might come for you to quit your work, quit your regular job. 
   And that might be a great thing, free your schedule.  Necessary for health. 
But you don’t quit pursuing the agenda Jesus has for this world. 
You want to keep pouring yourself out for the advance of his kingdom, 
   and being active in his service wherever he has placed you. 
Because you know that in the Resurrection you will enjoy perfect rest. !
Now let’s think about another stage—young people just setting out in life. 
   One of the negative cultural trends among young adults in America is  
   a paralysis in making major life decision. 
They’ve been fed the Disney line that they should reach for the stars 
   and that they can be whatever they dream they can be. 
And that’s a lot of pressure.  Because I just have this one life.   
   And every year that passes, and every decision I make narrows the list of options  
   and possibilities.  What if I head down a path that’s not awesome and fulfilling? 
What if I choose a major or take a job or marry someone and it’s not perfect? 
   It leads to indecision, to casting about, because I have to get it right. !
But the Resurrection says you don’t have to get it right. 
   For the Christian, this short life is a trial run for the real life that is to come. 
The doors you don’t walk through here won’t be closed forever. 
   You’ll have all the time you need to explore wonderful things in new creation. 
And if God wanted you to know precisely what you were supposed to do for every  



   decision of life, he would have told you.   
So think about what the Bible says, and find a place where you can sink down  
   some roots and get on with it.  Do something.   
There’s less pressure if you believe in the Resurrection.  
What Paul talks about, his application of the Resurrection is to suffering.  
He says, if you believe in the Resurrection, it changes the way you view suffering. 
   The Bible never says suffering is good.  It’s not.  It’s part of the curse.  
   When Jesus comes back and fixes this world, will be no suffering and pain. 
   He promises to wipe away every tear from our eyes. 
But for Christians, suffering is useful.  Paul in vs. 15:   
   All this (suffering) for your benefit, grace reaching more and more people, overflow to glory.. 
My life is bad now, but more people coming to Jesus because of it, God gets glory. 
   That’s worth it for me.  A price I’m willing to pay. !
Vs. 17  “light and momentary troubles achieving eternal glory that far outweighs . .” 
   Paul’s troubles were with him till end of life and were very severe. 
   But he called them light and momentary in view of eternity. 
Now where we live, our troubles are often light compared to many people in world. 
   We aren’t living hand to mouth, with disease, corruption, and violence. 
We live in the wealthy, modern West.  The view is that as long as our pleasures,  
   comforts, and diversions outweigh our pain—then life is ok. 
But as soon as the pain outweighs the pleasure, then life is unbearable. 
   For all of us, if we live long enough, and if our hearts are soft enough toward 
   other people, there will come a point where the pain outweighs the pleasure. !
For Paul, the pain was more severe than the pleasure—but he didn’t lose heart, 
   and he didn’t check out, he was able to persevere.  How did he do it? 
Well, he had another equation.  He didn’t gauge life by pleasure pain ratio. 
   He called it looking at things unseen.  It’s the mathematics of the Resurrection. 
Paul said:  There is an eternal weight of glory that is always heavier than the  
   affliction I’m going through as a Christian in this life. 
And because that eternal glory is always heavier, he was able to persevere. 
   He didn’t bail out.  He didn’t quit. 
He couldn’t see it.  But he believed it because Jesus risen from the dead. 
   And he tried to live on the basis of that Resurrection.   !
And that’s what we’re called to do. 
Our hope is not that we will make our lives perfect, make all the right career and  



   relational decisions, fill our lives with pleasurable diversions, and successfully 
   plan for 20 golden years in a condo in Florida. 
No, our hope is that we will be people made new, that we will see God face to face, 
   and live wonderful years without number in a world that works again. 
And we know it’s real because Jesus rose from the dead and told us it’s real. !
MP#2 Two examples of people with very different views of the future. 
One negative and one positive—and how those views changed their present. !
The New York Time columnist David Brooks wrote an article a few years ago 
   about a man named Charles Darwin Snelling.   
Brooks had sent out a request to all his readers that he wanted anyone 70 years 
   old and older to write in and tell their story about what they had learned in life. 
So Snelling responded with a 5,000 word essay and Brooks was so taken by it 
   that he had the whole thing published in the New York Times online. !
Snelling told how he had lived a charmed life—an exceptional education, 
   a fulfilling career, financial success, and he had married the love of his life. 
   Her name was Adrienne and they were married 61 years and had five children. 
Charles Snelling said in his essay that for the first 55 years of marriage 
   Adrienne took care of him in every way, cared for his every need. 
But then she was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and the tables had turned. 
   For the past six years he had taken care of her. !
He said in his essay that he felt redeemed by the experience. 
   He said that caring for his wife make him a richer, fuller human being. 
“It’s not noble, it’s not sacrificial, and it’s not painful.  It’s just right in the scheme of things.   
He told how friends of his had commented about the changes they had seen in him. 
   How 10 years ago they never would have dreamed he would stay and love her.   !
So this was published online and there was an outpouring of positive, 
   congratulatory comments from readers all over. 
Then, just four months later, just four months after telling the world how caring  
   for his wife was a rich, humanizing experience— 
   Charles Snelling killed Adrienne and then killed himself.   
His family said they were in shock but were sure he acted out of love and devotion. 
   Many people who read the story said they had sympathy for him. !



David Brooks, who is not a believer, was heartbroken.   
   He had been deeply moved by Snelling’s devotion to his wife.   
   And in an article written in response, tried to make some sense of it. 
He pondered if maybe Snelling had lost his mind. 
But then he wrote this: 
   “If our capacities for imagining the future are bad in normal times, they are horrible in  
moments of stress and suffering . . . If you look at life through the calculus of autonomy (in  
other words, if this life is all there is), then maybe Snelling made the right call.  Maybe his 
moments of pain from here on out would have outnumbered his moments of pleasure.” !
If life is about hoping the pleasure outweighs the pain, and if you have nothing  
   in your imagined future but increasing pain, then you have no hope. 
You can’t help but grieve for this man Snelling. 
   He tried to take care of his wife because of what he remembered about her, 
   but he didn’t have any hope for a good future, so he checked out. 
Paul would say he lost heart.   !
Now another example.  Another man in the same situation. 
Robertson McQuilkin, maybe you’re familiar with his story. 
   He was the president of Columbia Bible College, now CIU. 
   It was a prominent position, he was doing a lot for the kingdom of God. 
He was married to Muriel, they had been married 40 years. 
   And then she began to have some memory problems, that got very severe. 
   He tells about a time they were visiting a neurologist and the doctor asked her  
   to name the four Gospels.  She looked at Robertson pleadingly for help. !
The McQuilkins were part of a wonderful Christian community. 
Lots of people said:  We’ll care for Muriel so you can continue important work. 
   He considered that.  Didn’t think it would be wrong to go that route 
   But he decided to resign so he could care for her himself.   
He was once talking to an expert on home care, 
   and she told him it is fairly common for women to be caregivers of  
   Alzheimer’s patients, but that men almost never do it. 
She also told him that when men do give care, it’s only for one of two reasons— 
   financial necessity or guilt. 
Robertson asked her:  What about love? 
   She said:  I put that under guilt. !



He discovered that one of the cruel ironies about caring for an Alzheimer’s patient 
   is the better you love the person, they longer they live. 
He took care of her from 1990 to 2003, mostly with her not knowing who he was. 
Here’s what McQuilkin said in his famous essay on his experience: 
   “I don’t have to care for her, I get to . . . 
   When the time came, it took no great calculation.” 
He didn’t have to calculate the pleasure to pain ratio— 
   he already knew there was going to be more pain than pleasure. 
But he was able to persevere till the end and not lose heart 
   because he had more than the past. 
   He had more than fading memories of the good times. 
He was looking to the future with hope. 
   He was fixing his eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
He not only knew who Muriel was, he knew who she was going to be. 
   And he knew who he was going to be one day. 
And he knew that his heavenly Father must think this trouble is necessary  
   to get both of them ready for that future life. !
And he knew that hope was real because Jesus Christ rose from the dead. 
   He rose in glory and power, he rose incorruptible and strong— 
   and he’s the firstfruits of all those who believe in him. !
You too can share in his resurrection. 
   You don’t have to live with the vain hope your pleasures always outweigh pains. 
   You can live with the certain hope that God has a new and wonderful life for you. 
That the One who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead, 
   will also raise you one day, present you in his presence. !
Here’s how:  Trust Jesus Christ.  Make him, and him alone your God. 
   Get rid of all your other gods—they’re not real—they are just idols. 
   They didn’t die and rise from the dead.  He did. 
Trust Jesus.  Pray to him.  Call out to him to save you—and he will.


