
“False Disciples”                                                                             March 22, 2015 
John 6:49-71 !
INTRO:  Let me tell you three quick stories, all related.  
Years ago, bought several used theological books from a man who was practically  
   giving them away—expensive books he was selling for next to nothing.   
I asked him:  Why are you selling these books like this? 
   He just said:  I don’t need them anymore.   
   Which was odd, because I thought he was studying for the ministry. 
But later a friend told me that the man had renounced his faith. 
   He said he was no longer a believer. !
Second story.  A pastor friend once told me about a man in his church— 
   a professing Christian.  It came out the man in an immoral relationship. 
So this pastor spoke to him and this is how the conversation went. 
Pastor:  You have to end this.  You have to repent. 
   Man:  No.  I’m going to keep doing it.  I don’t care what Bible says. 
Pastor:  Aren’t you worried about your soul? 
   Man:  Are you saying that I’m not saved? 
Pastor:  How can you have any confidence you are, living in deliberate rebellion? 
   Man:  I’m fine.  I got saved when I was 14 years old at church camp. !
Third story.  I was once talking to a Christian about his upbringing and asked him— 
   Are your parents Christians?  He paused.   
My parents have gone to church all their lives.  They are good people. 
   They would say they are Christians.  God alone knows their hearts. 
   But I don’t think my parents have been born again. 
These are troubling stories. !
It’s troubling to hear about person once passionate for Christ and for the work 
   the work of church, repudiating all of it, turning back on everything. 
It’s troubling to hear about a professing Christian in deliberate sin, 
   not only refusing to repent and feeling no sorrow, but possessed with confidence  
   that at the most fundamental level, he is right with God.  Not a flicker of concern. 
It’s troubling to encounter good people, church-going people, 
   who have lots of, what Christians used to call “common operations of Spirit” 
   but do not give clear evidence that they have been regenerated. 
But this shouldn’t surprise us because Jesus himself encountered the same thing 



   and spoke about often—the reality of false disciples. 
John describes three groups of people who heard Jesus’ sermon. 
First, there were those people who were firm, outspoken unbelievers. 
   We looked at them last Sunday.  Many of them were Jewish religious leaders. 
   They understood what Jesus was saying about himself. 
   They understood his Lordship claims—I am the bread of life from heaven. 
They understood and they rejected him.  No way.  We’re not going to believe. 
   Mark Twain was a staunch non-Christian.  An outspoken unbeliever.  He said:   
   It’s not the parts of the Bible I don’t understand that bother me, it’s the parts I do understand! !
Then, there were those who believed in Jesus. 
Peter was the spokesman for them all. 
   Lord, you have the words of eternal life.  We believe and know you are the Holy One of God. 
He understood the Lordship claims of Jesus and accepted him. !
And then there is this other group who are called Jesus’ disciples. 
   That’s exactly what John calls them—his disciples. 
That means they had followed Jesus.  They had believed in him. 
   But when they heard this sermon, and realized the full implications of what Jesus 
   was demanding of them, they turned back and no longer followed him. 
A name is introduced here for the first time—Judas—one of the Twelve. 
   He didn’t leave Jesus right then, when all these other false disciples did. 
   He stayed.  But John warns us—he would later betray Jesus. 
So Judas is presented as the epitome of the false disciple. !
The Bible clearly teaches by example and precept, such thing as false disciples. 
   They speak the truth and say they believe it.   
   They believe that they believe it.   
They may go on in this way for many years, even for a lifetime— 
   but in the end they are proved false.   
This is one of the sober teachings of Scripture.   
   It’s one we must come to terms with and bring to bear on ourselves— 
   so that every one of us settles for nothing less than true, living faith. !
As we look at this passage, two truths emerge about false discipleship. 
   First, the church is a mixed company of true and false disciples. 
   Second, There are people who think they are Christians, but they aren’t. 
Let’s use those as heading for our study.   



   The doctrine of false discipleship as it relates to the church. 
   The doctrine of false discipleship as it relates to the individual. !
MP#1  The doctrine of false discipleship as it relates to the church 
Three times in the final verses there is a reference to the Twelve. 
   “You do not want to leave me too, do you?”  Jesus asked the Twelve. 
   Then Jesus replied, “Have I not chosen you, the Twelve?” 
   Judas . . . though one of the Twelve, was later to betray him. !
John is making a couple points by that repetition.   
He’s emphasizing that Judas wasn’t an outsider. 
   He was one of the Twelve Apostles.  He was part of the inner circle. 
   And here in the inner circle was a false disciples.   
He’s also making a bigger point. !
The Twelve Apostles represent the church as a whole. 
   The number 12 and multiples of 12 are always symbolic of the church. 
In the Old Testament, the 12 Tribes of Israel stood for the covenant people of God. 
   Jesus repeated that symbolism by choosing 12 Apostles for New Testament age.   
John says, the Twelve, the Twelve, the Twelve—and then mentions Judas— 
   as a way of making a theological point— 
   that New Testament church, even from the beginning, was a mixed company 
   of true and false disciples.   !
This isn’t surprising since the Old Testament teaches the same thing.   
The history of Israel demonstrates the mixed nature of the church. 
   All Israelites were descendants of Abraham and proud of that fact. 
   But even though all had the blood of Abraham, not all had the faith of Abraham 
Even though many practiced all the religious rituals that God commanded 
   through Moses—their hearts were far from the Lord. !
Remember what god told Israel through his prophet Amos? 
   “I hate, I despise your religious feasts, I cannot stand your assemblies. 
   Even though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them.” 
And then he tells them why. 
   Because you are not practicing justice.  Because you are not living righteously. 
   Because you are worshipping idols in your hearts, even as you go through the  
   prescribed religious motions at church.   
One of the main themes in the Old Testament is God preserving a remnant of true  



   believers within the nation of Israel while the vast majority are false.   
As Paul put it in Romans:  “All who are descended of Israel are not Israel.” 
   Just because you have the pedigree and make a claim, doesn’t mean it’s true. 
Some might say, Well that’s the Old Testament. 
   Things were different because the church and the nation were combine. 
   In that situation there were bound to be people who were not true believers. 
   They thought being born an Israelite saved them. 
But it’s not different for us. 
   Jesus affirms very same thing about church in the New Testament era— 
   that there will be many who turn out to be false disciples. !
Remember his parable of wheat and tares? 
   Farmer sows good wheat, then enemy comes and sows other seed. 
   NIV says “weeds” but KJV says “tares”  Better, reflect Greek word 
   not just any weed, degenerate form of wheat—looks just like wheat. 
That’s why farmer in parables says—don’t try to pull up weeds, will pull wheat 
   They both look so much alike—wait until the harvest. 
   Then will know the difference—because tares have no grain. 
Jesus clearly teaching—there are tares among wheat in church. 
   All who claim to be Israel are not Israel. !
Or what about his parable of the 10 Bridesmaids?  All Bridesmaids. 
   All appear to be the same, dressed the same, part of the wedding party. 
   But in the end, five are waiting for the groom and accepted, five rejected. 
Or the parable of the two houses—apparently identical houses. 
   But one stands and one falls when the storm comes because  
   one is built on a foundation of rock and the other on sand. !
The Apostles repeat this teaching in their letters.   
   In John’s first letter, he tells about those who have left the church, proved false. 
   They went out from us because they were not of us. 
   They appeared to be of us for a time, but something revealed their falsehood. 
The book of Acts gives us some other specific exampled besides Judas. 
   Ananias and Sapphira, Simon Magus. 
   They were all baptized, professing members of church, but proved false.   !
Why do we need to know Bible teaches that church in this world mixed company? 
   How do we apply this to Christ Covenant? 



One of the best ways to take the spiritual temperature of a church 
   or a denomination or a ministry is how seriously it takes this teaching  
   about church being mixed company. !
If it takes this doctrine seriously, going to urge people within the body, 
   to settle for nothing less than true, living faith in Jesus Christ. 
That urging is going to happen both formally and informally. 
Formally it’s going to happen through preaching and teaching—like this. 
   Covering what the Bible says about the evidences of true faith. 
Informally it’s going to happen in our fellowship and conversations, 
   as we challenge each other and spur each other along to love and good deeds.  !
Church that believes this is going to put church membership and baptism 
   and religious activities and giving money and everything in right place. 
It’s going to make clear that these things are meaningless  
   if you don’t love Jesus, if you don’t trust Him and rest in promises,  
   if you don’t try with all might to keep commandments. !
Church that believes this will warn people that you can’t continue to think  
   you are a Christian and going to heaven  
   if you are dishonest in your business,  
   or profane in your speech, 
   or cruel in your marriage,  
   or indifferent in your parenting 
   or immoral in your sexually. 
Because only people who love Jesus Christ can have an assurance 
   that their faith is real faith. 
And Jesus says:  If you love me you will keep my commandments. !
But if a church doesn’t warn people. 
   If it encourages everyone who thinks he is a Christian to suppose that he is, in fact  
   a Christian, no matter how he lives, that will eventually produce an weak church  
   full of hypocrites. 
No matter how orthodox the church is doctrinally— 
   it will become anemic spiritually. !
Leads us to matter of individual !



MP#2  The doctrine of false discipleship as it relates to the individual 
There are people who think they are Christians but they aren’t. 
Their assurance of being right with God is completely misplaced. 
   Sometimes they continue for years in this condition, sometimes die this way. !
A number of years ago, when Shane and Brittany Terrell were still on staff with 
   Campus Outreach and were working at UNA, 
   they came to Christ Covenant to report on their work. 
And they brought with them 5 UNA graduates who were going with them 
   to Kentucky to start new work on some college campuses up there. !
All five of these students had made professions of faith under Shane and Brittany’s  
   ministry.  They were all very passionate about the work God had called them to. 
   And they all spoke briefly to the church. 
There was something that each one of them said that intrigued me. 
   They all said:  I thought I was a Christian.  I was a baptized member of church. 
But then I heard the Gospel through Campus Outreach and I learned what  
   true faith in Jesus Christ really is.   !
What gives people false assurance that they are Christians?  Three things. 
1.  Outward profession of faith. 
I know I’m a Christian because I have said I believe in Jesus. 
   I’ve said a certain prayer, I’ve said the right words.  I affirm it. 
Of course, Christians have to make a profession of faith. 
   But it’s possible to say all the right words and not truly believe !
2.  Acceptance by other Christians. 
I know I’m a Christian because I am a member of the church. 
   I talk the church lingo and fit in with church culture.  Recognized as Christian. 
Once again, church membership vitally important to Christian life. 
   But possible to be thought a Christian by a church full, really false disciple. !
3.  The third false assurance comes from “Common operations of the Spirit.” 
It means there are gifts the Holy Spirit pours out on everyone who becomes  
   involved in the life of the church, whether have true faith in Christ or not. 
People can be fooled into thinking these are evidence of saving faith 
Luke tells us in chapter 9 that once Jesus sent out the Twelve disciples, 
   and he empowered them to cast out demons, heal diseases, 



   and to preach the good news of the kingdom of God. 
Judas was one of the Twelve.  So Judas performed miracles in Christ’s name. 
   He preached the Gospel and people believed.   
Hebrews 6 is even more striking.  The subject in the chapter is false disciples. 
   People who say they are Christians, become part of the church—then fall away. 
The writer of Hebrews says that it is possible for them to 
   “taste the heavenly gift, share in the Holy Spirit, taste the goodness of the word of God  
   and the powers of the coming age.” 
That’s a pretty impressive list. 
   A person can have some very moving spiritual experiences and insights, 
   but still not be a true disciple of Jesus Christ. !
So what is a solid ground for your assurance?   
   How do you know that your faith is a true saving faith in Jesus? 
A Christian is a person who has been radically changed by the power of God. 
   It is God planting an entirely new nature within you—His life in you. 
   It is being born again.  It is being made a new creation. 
When this happens there is a change within you by power of Holy Spirit. 
   So the way you are assured you are a true disciple 
   is seeing evidence of new life within yourself. !
Let me ask you some questions: 
1.  Are you grieved over your sins because have offended the Lord who loves you? 
Do you remember how sorry Judas was for betraying Christ? 
   He was so sorry he hung himself.   
   But Judas still went to hell, because his sorrow just remorse over the  
   consequences of what he had done, embarrassment of it, not love for Christ.   !
Are you grieved over your sins because have offended the Lord who loves you? 
   Whether you come clean on your own or you are caught and exposed— 
   is the cry of your heart like David:  Against you, you only have I sinned? 
Or, is it sorrow over consequences?  How could I have been so stupid? 
   Look what this is going to cost me?  How can I quickly make amends? !
2.  A related question:   
Are you dealing with sin in life through repentance and new obedience? 
   Or, have you made places in your life for sins you justify.  
John tells us a few chapters later that Judas was the treasurer for the Twelve. 



   But he was a thief.  He dipped into the money bag for himself.   
   It was indicative of his false discipleship and his lost spiritual condition. 
The point is not that true disciples don’t sin, 
   or that they can’t even be caught in particular sins for a long time.   
But that true disciples will eventually move toward the Lord in repentance. 
   Is that you, or have you made a place in your life and heart for pet sins? !
3.  Is your heart in agreement with God and do you love God? 
   Is God’s name and God’s will must uppermost in your mind? 
Is your conscience tender? 
   Are you seeking to bring all of life into submission to Him? 
   Don’t rest until you can say yes, I can see these things in my life. !
4.  One more question:  Does the story of Judas trouble you? 
Does it trouble you to think that there was a disciple who spent three years  
   with Jesus, who preached that Jesus was the Christ, who performed miracles, 
   who certainly thought he was ok spiritually and right with God— 
   but in the end, he fell away and died and went to hell? 
Does that bother you?  Does that make you worry about yourself?  I hope so.   
   Because Lord has given story of Judas to keep all true believers on their toes. !
Listen, there is another side to this.  There is a doctrine of assurance and peace. 
There are sermons to be preached, sermons I have preached,  
   on the absolute confidence you can have that you are chosen by God 
   and known by God and permanently and securely in the palm of his hand. 
I preached one of those sermons last week. !
But the Bible is a book of extremes.  It has a way of jerking us around.   
   And we have to give full weight to this troubling theme as well. 
Remember Jesus’ words in Sermon on Mount. 
He said to his disciples—to his disciples! 
   “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he  
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many 
miracles?’  Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.  Away from me, you evildoers!’” 
Judas heard those words and they didn’t trouble him one bit. 
   But they did trouble Peter and Andrew and John and the rest of the eleven. 
They trouble all people who have true and living faith in Christ, 



   because Lord wants you to be troubled by them.   
Jesus loves you so much, does not want you to rest your hopes on sand, 
   but on living faith that is proved by new life in him.


