
“The Time Of The End”      December 13, 2020 
Daniel 11:36-12:13 

SCRIPTURE INTRO:  This morning we are finishing our study of Daniel. 
The end of Daniel is about the end of the world. 
   Daniel had one last vision.  It goes from chapters 10-12.  
The vision is a prophecy of events that will affect God’s people, beginning with 
   the time of Daniel and going all the way to the end of the world. 
Our reading today is about those end of time prophecies. 

INTRO:  I Googled the phrase “movies about the end of the world” and I was  
   surprised how many movies have been made about the end of the world  
   and how many different ways the world might end! 
There are movies about the world ending through comets or asteroids, 
   nuclear war, mega volcanoes, virus pandemics, zombie apocalypse,  
   and of course—alien invasion! 

Some people believe manmade climate change cause the end of the world.   
   And yes, there is a movie about that too. 

According to Robert Frost’s famous poem: 
   Some say the world will end in fire, 
   Some say in ice. 
If you’ve read that poem you know he doesn’t mean literally fire or ice, but that  
   people are going to destroy the world through excessive passions or hatreds 

Why does it seem that all people have a deep down sense that one day the world 
   as we know it will end?   
I think one reason why people suspect the world will end is that every person  
   knows that one day he will end, or she will end. 
Our lives are moving steadily toward the day of our death.   
   We don’t know when we will die or how we will die, but it’s coming. 
   And so we project that certain future of ourselves onto the world. 

Well, we don’t have to wonder if the world will end or not. 
God has revealed, through his prophets and apostles, that this present world of  
   fallen mankind, this present age which began in the Garden of Eden will end. 
And that end will usher in a new age and a renewed world.   

There are three big questions about the end of the world. 



When is it going to happen? 
What is going to happen? 
   Everybody asks those questions.   

But the third question is the most important. 
How should we then live? 

If we know the world is going to end, how should we then live?   
   Or, as the Apostle Peter asks, What kind of people ought we to be?   

Let’s use those three questions to look at the end of Daniel. 



MP#1  When is it going to happen? 
Did you notice that in both the Matthew passage we read earlier in the service  
   and in the Daniel passage, this question is asked. 
Matthew 24 says: 
   As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.  
   “Tell us,” they said, “When will this happen?” 

In Daniel, it’s actually an angel who asks the question in verse 6. 
   One of them [one of the angels] said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of  
   the river, “How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?” 
Remember, the man in linen is Christ himself. 
   It’s an Old Testament, pre-Christmas appearance of Christ. 
The angel asks him, How long from now, until these end of the world events 
   that have been described are fulfilled?   

So, what’s the answer?  
   In both Daniel and Matthew there is a two-part answer that goes like this. 
Nobody knows except God.  But when it’s close, there will be events that God’s  
   people will universally recognize.  Let me repeat that. 
Nobody knows except God.  But when it’s close, there will be events that God’s  
   people will universally recognize.   

Look again at Christ’s exact words in his answer to the angel’s question.  Verse 7. 
   “It will be for a time, times and half a time.  When the power of the holy people  
   has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.” 
That phrase, “a time, times, and half a time” first appeared in chapter seven. 
   It’s used to describe how long the Jews would suffer persecution under 
Antiochus Epiphanes.  It probably means 3 ½ years.   
   A time, one year.  Times, two years.  Half a time, half a year. 
   The worst part of Antiochus Epiphanes’ persecution was about 3 ½ years.  

But a time, times, and half a time is also a symbolic number that stands for a  
   period of extreme persecution of God’s people at the end of this age.   
This interpretation is supported by Christ’s statement that by the end of it  
    the power of the holy people will have been broken. 
This seems to indicate that the final persecution will be so severe, that the church  
   worldwide will almost be wiped out.   
This is consistent with New Testament prophecy.  
   The New Testament refers to a future event called the Great Tribulation. 
But what I want to focus on is that the answer Christ gave the angel did not 



   have a date for the end of the world or give any way to figure out a date. 
   He just said that it’s going to happen when certain events have taken place. 
This is exactly what Jesus told his disciples when they asked him the same question. 
   “Tell us,” they said, “When will this happen?” 
He tells them all sorts of events that are going to take place near the end, 
   but he doesn’t give them a date or tell them how to figure out a date.  He says: 
But about that day or hour no one knows, not the angels, not the Son, but only the Father. 

How can it be that even Jesus doesn’t know the date?  Jesus is God.  
He’s speaking of himself in his human nature.  In his human nature, Jesus was 
   not omniscient.  He only knew what God the Father revealed to him. 
So don’t miss the force of the statement.  Even the man Jesus didn’t know the date. 

There have always been Christians who are tempted to try to figure out the date 
   of the end of the world based on their interpretation of prophecy. 
When Christians get into date setting, and especially when they think they have 
   figured out the date of Christ’s return, it often leads to un-Christian behavior. 
That may seem counterintuitive, but it’s because when believers think they know 
   something that God alone knows, they can’t handle it.   

I heard a pastor once tell about some people in his church who bought into a  
   prediction of Christ’s return based on the ideas of a popular Bible teacher. 
One family ran up large credit card debts.   
   The end of the world is coming in March, we’ll just pay interest only until then! 
Another couple had a major marriage problem they needed to address, but they  
   refused to deal with it because it was going to be hard and painful, 
   but in a few months, they figured, Jesus will come and straighten out my spouse. 
I once counseled a woman peripherally connected to our church whose husband  
   thought he knew the date so he had quit his job and cancelled all their insurance. 
These aren’t just anecdotal stories.  It’s happened time and again in church history, 
   when Christians think they know the date, it doesn’t lead to sanctified behavior. 
And when the date comes and goes, they are confused and cynical.   

I don’t think any of you would get sucked into that sort of teaching, but if you  
   ever are, remember Christ’s words.  No one knows but God. 
And that’s a good thing.  Aren’t you glad God alone knows the day of your death? 
   It keeps you living by faith, and it keeps you expectant and prepared to meet him. 

But even though the Bible doesn’t tell us the date or how to figure out the date, 
   it doesn’t leave us in the dark.  It does tell us the big events that will happen. 



   This brings us to the second question. 
MP#2  What is going to happen? 
Did you notice that in both Matthew and Daniel this question is also asked. 
Matthew 24 says: 
   As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately.  
   “Tell us,” they said, “When will this happen and  
   what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 
Jesus, what’s going to happen at the end?   

In Daniel, it’s not the angel who asks this question, but Daniel himself, vs 8. 
   I heard, but I did not understand.  So I asked: “My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” 
In other words, what’s going to happen to God’s people at the end? 
If we were going to thoroughly answer this question we would have to look at a lot 
   of other passages in the Bible and it would be a 12-week Sunday school class. 
So I’m going to stick to the big events the Daniel prophecy mentions. 

First, the prophecy says there’s going to be a king who will do has he pleases. 
   Chapter 11, verse 36.  At first, this appears to be a continuation of the prophecy 
   about Antiochus Epiphanes in 160 BC.  But it’s not. 
It’s about a future world ruler who will appear near the end of this age. 
   One of the key things about him is that not only will he blaspheme the true God, 
   he will reject all gods and all religions except one.  Did you catch that?   
It’s in verse 38.  He will worship the god of fortresses. 
   In other words, he will worship power.  He will worship the power of the state. 

We’ve certainly seen this theme over and over in Daniel. 
Human rebellion against God finds its ultimate expression in kingdoms and 
   empires and governments that worship power.   
Nebuchadnezzar said to Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, If you do not bow  
   down to the image, I will throw you into the fiery furnace and what god will be  
   able to rescue you from my hand?  That’s the spirit of human rebellion.   

In Daniel we get the first hint in the Bible that this rebellion will take its final 
   shape under the leadership of one man—the king who will do as he pleases. 
In the New Testament, Paul calls him the Man of Lawlessness, John, the Antichrist. 

Second, the prophecy says the church will face a terrible, world-wide persecution.   
We’ve already touched on this.   
   A time, times and half a time.  When the power of the holy people has been finally broken. 
As I said a moment ago, this corresponds with New Testament prophecy about a  



   great tribulation.  Throughout the centuries church has faced many tribulations.  
   Some Christians are facing tribulation today in places like China. 
But there will be a culminating great tribulation that will break the church. 
   Remember last week, how Antiochus used flattery and force to attack the faith. 
   That will be carried out on a world-wide scale.   As 12:1 says:   
There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from beginning of nations until then.  

Third, the prophecy says there’s going to be a dramatic rescue of God’s people 
   at the eleventh hour.  There is no specific mention of the return of Christ here.   
Instead, the emphasis is on the agency of angels in this dramatic rescue. 
   Angels will play a huge role in the events at the end of the world. 
In particular, the great prince Michael is mentioned.   
   He is the guardian angel of the church.   
He’s been fighting for the safety of God’s people throughout history, but at the end  
   he will be empowered and unleashed. 
Michael will certainly take the lead in the fall of the king who does as he pleases,  
   who it says, will come to his end and no one will help him. 

Fourth, the prophecy says there’s going to be an awakening of all people from 
   the grave and a final reckoning, a final judgment.  12:2 
Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake:  
   some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt. 
   If that verse doesn’t give you goosebumps, you better check your pulse. 
This is the only place in the Old Testament that speaks about a general resurrection  
   of both the righteous and the wicked.  
So this verse is a bridge to New Testament, which develops and expands this truth. 

And in the New Testament, this is important, the term resurrection is only applied  
   to believers.  All people will be raised.  But only believers will be resurrected.   
That’s because only believers will be awakened by the resurrection power of  
   of the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. 
So how will the wicked be raised?  Not by the Spirit but by a subpoena. 
   God will summon them to come out of the grave to face judgment.  
   An awakening not to everlasting life but to shame and everlasting contempt.   
How do you want to be awakened?   
   I want to be awakened to everlasting life, not to shame and everlasting contempt! 
That leads us to the third question. 
   Knowing that these great events at the end of the world will take place . . . 
MP#3  How should we then live?  What kind of people ought we to be? 
On May 18, 1980 there was an earthquake in southern Washington State  



   that triggered the eruption of the Mt. St. Helens volcano. 
Scientists had been expecting an eruption for months, warning residents, 
   but the size and violence of the eruption shocked everyone. 
The top 1300 feet of the mountain was blown away—a half of a cubic mile of rock,  
   ash, and mud was blasted at 600 miles per hour northward from the volcano.   
There were a number of people killed.  One man who owned a lodge on Spirit Lake, 
   4 miles from the summit had refused to leave.   
   Said would leave when the eruption actually started.   
It was estimated that within 90 seconds of the blast he and his lodge were covered 
   with 180 feet of debris and 90 feet of water. 

Imagine a person with a cabin on the slopes of Mt. St. Helens. 
As May 18, 1980 is approaching, this person is concerned and bothered— 
   because there are squirrels in the attic of his cabin. 
He can hear them.  He bought this cabin for a little peace and quiet. 
   Now every time he comes out here, the squirrels in the attic keep him awake. 
   And he’s worried that they are chewing on stuff and making a mess. 
Every day he’s thinking about how to deal with those squirrels in the attic. 
   That is the issue that occupies his mind and consumes his attention. 
But looming over him is a volcano that can bury him in 90 seconds.   

When this prophecy speaks about the end of the world, when it speaks of the  
   great tribulation and the resurrection and the day of judgment, it divides all people  
   into two groups—the wicked and the wise. 
That grabs your attention, because you expect it to be the wicked and the righteous. 
   But instead, it’s the wicked and the wise.   

The wise person knows the most important issue of life is not financial. 
   It’s not paying the bills, paying for child’s education, saving for retirement. 
The wise person knows the most important issue of life is not physical. 
   It’s not your health, your weight, your appearance. 
The wise person knows the most important issue of life is not relational. 
   It’s not friendships, romance, marriage. 
The wise person knows the most important issue of life is not psychological. 
   It’s not your sense of self-esteem or fulfillment. 
Those things are not unimportant.   
   But compared to the end of the world, they are squirrels in the attic. 
The wise person knows that the most important issue of life is theological.   
   It is that God has set a day and an hour that he alone knows when this 
   world will end and all people will answer to him. 



Daniel and the Old Testament prophets knew the Messiah would come. 
   But they did not know, it had not yet been revealed, that he would come twice. 
We now know that is God’s plan, for his Son to come to earth twice. 
   The first time he came as a little baby.  Born in Bethlehem, laid in a manger.  
Jesus lived a life of perfect, humble obedience to God in every way. 
Then as the spotless sacrifice he died on the cross and suffered God’s wrath for sin. 

If you trust Jesus for your salvation, repent of your sins, and give your life to him, 
   then his death on the cross is counted as your death. 
   And his perfect obedience of God’s law is counted as your obedience. 
That means that when Jesus Christ comes the second time— 
   not as a little baby but as the Judge of all the earth, when he unleashes his  
   mighty angels to crush his enemies and rescue his people,  
   you will be raised by his Spirit to eternal life. 
You will shine like the brightness of the heavens, like the stars for ever and ever. 

If this is your future, how then should you live? 
How did Christ tell Daniel to live with this knowledge of the end? vs. 9 
   Go your way, Daniel, because the words are rolled up and sealed until the time of the end.   
   Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will continue to be  
   wicked.  None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 
Christ said to Daniel and he says to us, go your way.  Live your life. 
   Deal with all the financial, relational, physical, and emotional matters. 
But do so as a wise person, knowing that this world will end. 
   And that knowledge should motivate you to be purified, spotless, and refined.   
Peter says the same thing in his second letter about the end of the world. 
  Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?  You 
  ought to live holy and godly lives as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. 

If you are going to be rescued by mighty angels at the eleventh hour, 
   if you are going to be raised to eternal life at the end of all things, 
How can you live any other way than to prepare for the day of Christ’s coming 
   by striving with all your might to live in a way that pleases him?


