
“The Prayer of a Greatly-Loved Man”            November 1, 2020 
Daniel 9:1-23 

SCRIPTURE INTRO:   
The book of Daniel is notable for its scary dreams and weird visions and dramatic  
   miracles like the fiery furnace and the handwriting on the wall and the lions’ den.   
The passage we’re about to read is none of those things. 
   It’s a glimpse at Daniel in his private devotions.   
He’s an elderly man, in his 80s, and he’s reading the Bible. 
   Specifically, he’s reading Jeremiah.  And the word of God moves him to pray 
   and to confess his sins and the sins of Israel.   

INTRO:  Have you ever heard a celebrity or a politician make a public apology 
   that doesn’t sound like a confession, it sounds like damage control.   

Here are some examples: 
The “if” confession.  
   If I’ve done anything wrong, if I’ve offended anyone, I am sorry.   

The “I’m sorry for the results” confession. 
   I regret that I have given people reason to doubt my good character. 
   I apologize for the difficulty I have caused this institution and the embarrassment  
   I have caused my family   

The technical confession. 
   I want to make it clear that I can see how my words might have been construed to  
   have been inappropriate, or might seem to have been offensive in certain contexts.   

The education confession 
   I have learned much through this ordeal.  I know myself better and believe that  
   facing my mistakes will enable me  to deal with these situations in the future. 

The move-on confession  
   There are many things I could say about this unfortunate situation, but the  
   important thing is to put this behind us and all move on. 

The “that’s not the real me” confession 
   I would never intentionally say anything to offend anyone.  Please believe  
   me when I say I did not mean to hurt anyone.  That’s not who I am.   
Daniel’s prayer could not be more different.  This was not damage control or P.R.  



He was reading the book of Jeremiah and there he saw the prophecy that the  
   desolation of Jerusalem and the exile of the people would last 70 years.   
Daniel knew that the 70 year mark was fast approaching, especially now that the 
   Babylonian Empire had been defeated by the Persians.  

This prompts Daniel to reflect upon the captivity and exile. 
And as he reflects, he is struck with fresh and powerful conviction. 
   There is one reason we have suffered these decades of desolation— 
   we have sinned, we have rebelled.  
The thought of God ending their exile prompts Daniel to confess his sin. 
   He confesses corporately the sin of his people and his fathers and he  
   confesses his own sin.   

Confession of sin is not a topic we talk about very often. 
Christians are sometimes confused about it.   
   Sometimes they are opposed to it.   
And I think some of us would admit we don’t do it very often.  
   Let’s use Daniel’s prayer to ponder the confession of our sins  
   and see how it leads us to God’s grace in Christ. 

I’m going to divide this sermon into two points. 
   In vs 20 Daniel says:  I was confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel. 
Those are my two points: 
   First, corporate confession of sin 
   Second, personal confession of sin 

Before I go any farther, I want to give credit where credit is due. 
A sermon on this passage by Kevin DeYoung was immensely helpful to me. 



MP#1  First, corporate confession of sin 
Over and over Daniel says, We have sinned against you, O Lord.   
   We have done wrong, we have acted wickedly, we have rebelled.   
   Our people, our fathers, our kings.  
   He even confesses the sins of people who are dead. 
This raises some questions:   
   When should we confess the corporate sin of the church?  How should we do it? 
   Is it even right to do it at all, or is this some kind of Old Testament thing? 

If you pay any attention to the cultural battles that are going on in our country right  
   now, then you are probably aware that one of the most contentious issues is  
   corporate confession. 
There is an argument that was made in academia that has entered mainstream  
   America that says all white people are corporately guilty of racism. 
All white people bear the guilt of all the injustices done to black people from the 
   days of slavery right up to the present time. 
It doesn’t matter if your white ancestors didn’t personally own slaves or if they  
   fought for the Union, or if they were abolitionists, if you are white you are  
   corporately guilty and you have to acknowledge that guilt and make amends  
   by supporting progressive political causes. 

I read an article this week by Bari Weiss, former op-ed editor for the NY Times. 
She is Jewish, politically liberal, and she was lamenting the fact that now even 
   Jewish Americans are being declared guilty of corporate white racism. 
It doesn’t matter that Jews have themselves suffered discrimination at times or that  
   they were committed supporters of the Civil Rights Movement.  
I’m not going to address this cultural battle over white guilt in my sermon. 
   But I mention it to show that corporate sin and corporate confession is a very  
   contemporary concern.    
What’s important for us is how this applies to the church. 

Let me mention some recent church examples that might help us think about it. 
After the Orlando nightclub shooting, there were several Christian leaders who  
   made public confession and apology to the gay community for how the church 
   has mistreated homosexuals. 
A prominent Christian ministry put up confessional booths on college campuses as  
   a form of outreach.  But the twist was, it wasn’t for college students to confess  
   their sins, but for them to hear Christians confessing the church’s sins— 
   the Crusades, Salem witch trials, etc. 
A few years ago our own denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America, 



   made a corporate confession for the sins committed during the Civil Rights  
   Movement, particularly refusing to allow black believers into white churches 
   and indifference to the injustices our fellow black citizens were suffering. 
I think those first two examples are impossible to defend biblically. 
   But I think the third example, the PCA’s confession, was right. 
Daniel gives us two standards for judging the rightness of corporate confession.  
   I’m going to give them to you in the form of two questions. 

The first question: Is there a covenantal connection? 
   Are you bound to these other people through vows and promises?   
   Are there deep, God-ordained connections with them? 
   Is there a shared and cherished history?   
   If so, then those are probably the right situations for corporate confession.   
If my own child wronged someone, I would be ashamed.   
   I would be compelled to express my own sorrow to the victim and because of that  
   God-ordained connection with my child.  
But I wouldn’t do that if my neighbor’s child wronged someone.   

What about the church?  What about other believers? 
Daniel was bound to his fellow Jews through covenant vows and promises. 
   He was bound to them through shared and cherished history.  
He had worshipped in the temple as a young man, he had witnessed the spiritual  
   decay of the last years of Judah, he had experienced the captivity and exile. 
These were his people.  So he shared in the shame of their sins as he says. 

I think that’s why the PCA’s action a few years ago was right. 
There were probably Baptist churches and Methodist churches throughout the  
   South who also sinned during the Civil Rights Movement.  
But our covenant connections are with the founding fathers of our denomination 
   and with flagship Presbyterian churches in places like Montgomery and Jackson.   
These are our people and churches who we claim.   
   We admire them for their theological faithfulness. 
But their failure to love their black neighbors at a crucial time was wrong and  
   shameful.   

Let’s go back to one of those examples I mentioned, the campus ministry with the  
   confessional booth.  They didn’t have a covenant connection with the leaders of  
   the Crusades in the 12th century, or the judges in the Salem Witch Trials.   
Yes, it’s church history, and it’s appropriate to acknowledge historic failures  
   of the church, but genuine corporate confession requires connections of  



   vows, promises, and shared and cherished history.   
This comes into sharper focus with the next question. 

The second question:  Is the confession costly to you? 
Did you notice how agonizing this was for Daniel personally? 
He didn’t use corporate confession to take some digs at the institutional church.   
He didn’t do it to make himself look better or to gain a hearing from unbelievers. 
He did it because Scripture convicted him.   
   It was painful to him.  You see that in his frequent reference to the shamefulness  
   of Israel’s sins and in his sackcloth and fasting.   
You might wonder why, since of all people, Daniel was one of the faithful ones. 
   The explanation is that even though he didn’t commit the same acts of rebellion, 
   he knew it was only by the grace of God.   
Jeremiah’s words caused him to see his own heart in Israel’s sin.  

CS Lewis once wrote an essay on the dangers of corporate repentance.   
   Here’s how he described the danger:   
The sight of a Christian rebuking his mother, though tragic, may be edifying; but only if we are  
   quite sure that he has been a good son and that, in his rebuke, spiritual zeal is triumphing, not  
   without agony, over strong natural affection.  The moment there is reason to suspect that he  
   enjoys rebuking her, that he believes himself to be rising above [her] . . . the spectacle  
   becomes merely disgusting. 
The church is our mother.  So if we dare to confess the church’s sins or the sins of  
   our spiritual fathers and mothers and brothers and sisters, it has to be out of our 
   own conviction and shame, and love for the church and for God. 

It’s very easy to feel virtuous by confessing the sins of other Christians or other  
   denominations or branches of the church that you yourself are not tempted by. 
   You get to feel good by expressing popular sentiments and receiving applause.   
But If this is not a sin you can see in your own heart, if it’s not something that you  
   yourself need to mortify, then leave it alone.   
   Because the temptation will be self-righteousness and scoring points. 

I think we could probably sum it up this way:  If you wonder if corporate  
   confession of the sins of the church is right in a particular case,  
   read Daniel 9:1-23 and compare your motives and heart to this man of God. 
This leads us to something more common . . . 
MP#2  Let’s consider, second, personal confession of sin. 
I’ve got some more questions.  Five of them this time.   
Why? 



Years ago a family attended our church and considered church membership,  
   but one of the main reasons they decided not to join was because we confess our  
   sins every week in worship. 
They said, We don’t come to worship to see our sins.  We come to celebrate our  
   status as born again children of God.  We’ve been forgiven.  It’s done.   
   It’s not right for us to spend time in worship focusing on the sinful nature. 
There’s some truth to that but it fails to take into account that we commit new sins  
   every week.  We need to confess them not because it’s part of the historic liturgy  
   of the church, but because confession and assurance of God’s forgiveness  
   humbles and disciplines us. 

There’s something else about confessing our sins in worship.   
   It levels all of us and exalts Jesus Christ. 
I know you close your eyes when you pray, but some time when we are praying  
   the prayer of confession, you should take a peek.  Don’t all do it next week! 
But take a peek and you see heads bowed around this room.   
   There’s my pastor, he’s a sinner.  There’s my own mother, she’s a sinner.   
   I know that church member, he’s an influential person in town, he’s a sinner. 
   I know that other member, he has limited means, he’s a sinner. 
We’re all leveled by our need for forgiveness and the cross of Christ is exalted. 

Next question:  To whom?   
Daniel says: I turned my face to the Lord.  I prayed to the Lord God, O Lord. 
   He says it over and over.  He is confessing his sins to the Lord. 
Confession is not an experience of catharsis. 
   It’s not a technique to get over negative things in your life. 
You don’t need to be a Christian to get that. 
   You can find any 12-step group and go through the step of acknowledging 
   your mistakes and everybody there will say, Thank you for sharing. 
That may be beneficial in a temporal way, but it’s not biblical confession. 

Confession is not expressing your disappointment in yourself or how you haven’t  
   lived to your standards, It’s recognizing that God himself is the offended party.  
A good biblical example is David in Psalm 51. 
David sinned against Uriah and Bathsheba and Joab and his family and his  
   people—that’s all true.   
But in his Psalm he says to God, Against you, you only, have I sinned. 
It’s not just that God is the great Lawgiver and Judge, he’s the only one who can 
   ultimately forgive us because he his gracious. 
Verse 4:  O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast  



   love with those who love him and keep his commandments.   
He promises to heal and forgive. 

Next question:  How do we confess our sins? 
Taking full responsibility. 
Daniel confessed with fasting and in sackcloth and ashes. 
   This was the traditional posture of confession among the Jewish people. 
By the way, this shows that we shouldn’t despise formal motions and postures in  
   worship.  Of course they can become meaningless, but so can informality.  
God made us psycho-physical beings, so the positions of our bodies can influence   
   the movements of our souls.   

Daniel says Israel is not in exile because God forgot his promises, but because he 
   remembered his promises.   
He told Israel when he brought them out of Egypt that if they rebelled against him  
   and didn’t repent, he would discipline them by removing from the Promised Land. 
Daniel fully acknowledges this in his confession. 
   He says, To you O Lord belongs righteousness, to us open shame. 
   He says, We are getting what we deserve. 

Who do you think is to blame for your sin? 
Some of you have been sinned against.  That can have a huge impact. 
   It can make you susceptible to particular sins that someone who hasn’t been 
   wronged as you have might not be.   
But when it come to confession, you can’t blame your upbringing, or your parents,  
   or your spouse, or work pressures, or hard circumstances, or being sinned against. 
Christians don’t always look better than non-Christians.   
There are unbelievers who are better husbands and fathers than some believers. 
   What makes us Christians is that we see our wickedness and acknowledge it 
   and run to God for forgiveness. 

Fourth question, getting down to brass tacks, what do we say? 
Nowhere in this prayer do you hear things like indiscretion, mistake, inappropriate,  
   imperfections, error in judgment, could have done better, didn’t live up to my  
   standards, my decision proved to be faulty. 
There are no euphemistic phrases like:  I lost my temper.  She pushes my buttons.   
   There is no reference to inner demons or my disease. 
Instead, Daniel models for us strong, biblical words. 
Sinned, done wrong, acted wickedly, rebelled, turned aside, treachery, refused to  
   obey, shame, iniquity.  He says, Israel has transgressed your law, turned aside, 



   refused to obey your voice.  We have not listened, did not turn from sinful ways. 

This teaches us that our words matter.  Using biblical words lays us bare and strips 
   away our excuses so that we see our need for God’s mercy. 
By the way, if you have wronged another person and want to be reconciled,  
   don’t say you’ve made a mistake or made an error in judgment, 
   tell them you have sinned against them and acted wickedly and ask forgiveness. 

Last question, what do we ask for when we confess our sins? 
Vs. 16  O Lord, turn away your anger and wrath. 
Vs. 17  Listen to my pleas for mercy, make your face shine upon your sanctuary. 
Vs. 18  Incline your ear and hear, open your eyes and see our desolations 
And in vs. 19 it’s summarized poignantly. 
   O Lord, hear.  O Lord, forgive.  O Lord, pay attention and act. 
Daniel pleads with the Lord without holding back.  

When we’re in a mess because of our sin, it’s our tendency to plead with God based  
   on the intensity of our emotions or on our determination to change. 
   Maybe God will hear me if I’m sorry enough or if I promise to change.  
But that’s not how Daniel pleads with God.  Listen to what he says.   
   We do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your  
   great mercy.  Delay not, for our own sake, O my God, because your city and your people are  
   called by your name.   

Isn’t that wonderful?  Isn’t that amazing?   
This is how we plead with God.  I’m a Christian, Lord.   
   I haven’t acted like one.  I’ve sinned against you.  But I go by your name. 
   So for the sake of the glory of your name, forgive this Christian. 
You see, it’s an appeal to God’s great and precious promises to all those who 
   call on the name of Christ and who claim his name. 
And look at the beautiful assurance of pardon that Daniel receives in vs. 23. 
The angel Gabriel comes to him and says: 
   At the beginning of your pleas for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to you,  
   for you are greatly loved. 
If you aren’t in the habit of confessing your sins, or if you are too discouraged 
   to confess your sins, then you are robbing yourself of the blessing to hear the Lord  
   whisper in your ear—You are greatly loved! 
Let’s be a confessing church, let’s be a body of believers who repents of our sins 
   to the Lord both personally and corporately, so that this message from the angels 
   of God reverberates through our fellowship.


