
“Daniel In The Lions’ Den”             September 27, 2020 
Daniel 6:1-28 

SCRIPTURE INTRO:  You’re six years old.   
You don’t have a care in the world. 
Your Sunday school teacher is about to read one of your favorite Bible stories. 
   So sit back and enjoy yourself! 

INTRO:  Over the ages, a number of artists have painted Daniel in the lions’ den.  
   If you Google: “Daniel in the lions’ den art” you can look at them. 
There was one I looked at that had some details I liked. 
It is an engraving by Gustave Dore, the famous French illustrator. 
   He depicts Daniel as a young man, which is inaccurate. 
   Daniel was in his mid to late 80s when this happened. 

But what I liked about it is that the lions are doing housecat things. 
   One walking on a rock behind Daniel, like a cat walking on the back of a couch. 
   Another one has curled up near Daniel’s feet. 
   And then another one, Daniel is scratching its mane and it’s leaning its head  
   towards him, just like a housecat would do when it wants you to keep scratching.   
Lions are dangerous carnivores, but what if God made lions completely tame,  
   just for Christians?  They would gobble up everybody else, but not us. 
Keep that thought in mind.  We’ll come back to it. 

One of the important principles of biblical theology is that God is the hero of every  
   story.  What that means is that the Bible is not primarily a book of inspiring 
   examples and moral lessons. 
It’s a book about God saving a fallen, sinful world through Jesus Christ. 
   The Old Testament is God’s promise he’s going to save the world through Christ, 
   and the Old Testament sets the stage.  Then the New Testament is the fulfillment. 
Every passage in the Bible is about how we need salvation and how God provides  
   us salvation through Christ.   
In this story, God is the hero.  He saves Daniel through his angel. 

But notice I said the Bible is not primarily a book of inspiring examples.   
   God is first.  He gets the glory. but men and women in the Bible do show us in  
   both positive and negative ways, how we should respond to God’s grace.   
Daniel is one of those great examples. 

This is the last story we have of Daniel’s life.  He died a few years later. 



   It serves as a summary of his faith in God and it’s an example for believers. 
You may think:  How can this be the last story, we’re only at chapter 6? 
   You’re right, but chapters 7 through 12 are a series of visions Daniel had. 
The stories of the first half of the book and the visions of the second half are 
   connected by the big theme:  In spite of appearances, God is in control. 

Here’s how I want us to think about Daniel in the lion’s den.   
Two big points about the life of faith. 
   First, as followers of Jesus, we are to be in the world but not of the world. 
   Second, we keep that balance through our hope in another world.   

We are to be in the world but not of the world. 
We keep that balance through our hope in another world. 



First, as followers of Jesus, we are to be in the world but not of the world. 
That phrase comes from John 17.   
The Lord Jesus is praying for his disciples and he says in verse 18: 
   “As you have sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”   
And in verse 16 he prays:  
   “They are not of the world, even as I am not of it.” 
So the way Christ’s words have been summarized is by this phrase: 
   In the world but not of the world. 
   By the world, Jesus means sinful humanity separated from God. 

It’s important to note that Jesus says his disciples are in the world because he  
   sent us here, just as he was sent into this world.   
So being in the world for believers is not a bad thing.   
   We shouldn’t say we’re in the world with a sigh.  It’s our mission, our calling. 
Jesus was sent here for a purpose, and he’s sending us to complete his mission. 
   Redemption.  Salvation.  Grace.  

At the same time, we’re not of the world either.  
Which means that because we’ve been born again, we have different beliefs and  
   values.  We live by grace.  We want to glorify God and enjoy him forever. 
So that means we are at odds with the thinking and values of the world of  
   rebellious humanity.  We’re out of place here, just as Jesus was. 

This comes into sharper focus when you compare John 17 with Matthew 5. 
In verse 13, Jesus calls his disciples the salt of the earth. 
   What does salt do?  What was its primary usage in ancient times? 
It was a preservative.  It was used to preserve meat and other perishables. 
   We’ll look at Daniel in a moment and see what that means practically. 
But the point you need to see now is that for salt to be useful in that way, as a  
   preservative, it has to be spread out and it has to go in.  It has to permeate.  
   If believers are the salt of the earth, they have to be in the world. 

But Jesus says something else in Matthew 5, verses 11 and 12. 
He says his disciples are blessed when they are insulted, persecuted, and falsely 
   accused because of their faith in him.  And that this persecution has always 
   been true of believers in God. 
Why?  Because believers are not of the world.  And there will be times when their 
   beliefs and values so clash with beliefs and values of the world in rebellion  
   against God, that there is bound to be conflict. 
How was Daniel in the world?  How was Daniel salt of the earth? 



Remember the Persians had taken over the city of Babylon. 
   It was to their advantage to keep things running and keep the taxes coming in.   
So King Darius appointed 120 satraps and three administrators. 
   It says he did this so he would not suffer loss. 
This was obviously an attempt at checks and balances.  
   Dairus knew from experience that there would be corruption and negligence, but  
   maybe the jealousy and suspicion of these three would keep each other in check. 

One of these three administrators was Daniel.  
At this time he had worked for six decades in Babylonian government service. 
   Now, as an elderly man, he’s tapped as one of the three Persian administrators. 
And in that work he distinguished himself in several ways. 
   Daniel was incorruptible in a corrupt system. 
   He was diligent in his duties, not negligent. 
   And he had a spirit of excellence in his work. 

Unlike the other administrators and satraps, Daniel was not driven by greed or  
   power or self-promotion.  In his work he was truly seeking the good of the city. 
Remember that important letter Jeremiah sent to the exiles, it’s in Jeremiah 29. 
   I’ve referenced it several times.  Settle down.  Build houses.  Seek the good and  
   prosperity of the city in which you are exiles.  If it prospers, you prosper. 
Daniel took that to heart.   
   He was a preserving influence.  He was building things up for common good. 
   He was seeing to it that King Darius did not suffer loss under his watch.   

His work was government service, but it could have been any number of things.   
   God could have called him into business as a merchant in Babylon, 
   God could have called him to be a teacher, he had education and mind for it. 
    Or God could have called him to full-time ministry, he had prophetic gifts. 
God used difficult, painful life circumstances that in a sense forced Daniel into 
   his life’s work.  The fall of Jerusalem.  His exile and mandatory civil training. 
God could have done it differently.  He could have arranged Daniel’s life so he had 
   a personal say in choosing his path, and maybe even changing midstream.   

Do you see the heart of what it means to be in the world and salt of the earth? 
It’s to believe that God has called you to where you are in life, and in that place 
   to be incorruptible, and diligent, and excellent, not greedy, power-hungry, or self- 
   promoting, and to seek God’s glory and the good of other people. 
Most of the time, this aspect of the Christian life is what draws admiration, 
   even from unbelievers. 



So why did they try to kill Daniel?  Well, that’s the other side of the coin.  
   Let’s see how he was not of the world, how he was persecuted for God’s sake. 

At first, the other officials were motivated by simple jealousy. 
When Darius announced his plans to make Daniel the highest official, that would  
   mean they would all be demoted a step, so they started scheming about a way to  
   stop it by exposing Daniel’s corruption or negligence.   
They thought he was like they were.   
   Everybody in government has some dirt on them.  They did.   

But when they looked deeper, they realized he was not like them at all. 
Not only was he incorrupt and diligent, the most outstanding characteristic of  
   Daniel’s life was his very open belief in God and his devotion to God. 
That’s when they moved to another level and plotted to take him out permanently. 

There’s something about Christians from the perspective of the world that often  
   provokes a negative reaction.  Christians seem strange, judgmental, and arrogant. 
It mostly has to do with our understanding of God’s grace. 
If a Christian says, I have eternal life.   
   Or you have to believe in Jesus alone to go to heaven.   
That sounds judgmental and arrogant to the world.  Maybe irrational or fanatical. 
   But we know it’s not that at all.   
   Because we all deserve to die and go to hell for our sins. 
And faith in Christ is the farthest thing from arrogance,  
   it’s a heartfelt admission  of our moral and spiritual bankruptcy before God. 
No matter how nicely you say it, it’s going to rankle and be misunderstood. 
   But Jesus says:  Don’t let that surprise you or bother you.  
   Of course they think that way.  Understand their misunderstanding.   

Some Christians are going to lean toward being in the world, salt of the earth. 
   Other Christians are going to lean toward not of the world, persecuted for Christ. 
The temptation of the first group is to be so nice that you assimilate.   
   So people in the world barely know you are a follower of Christ at all.   
The temptation of the second group is to be militant and separatistic.   
   You’ll stir up hostility over issues not of Gospel importance and feel indignant.   
But we’re called in this world not to assimilate or separate, but to engage the world 
   as followers of Christ whose faith in him is evident.  
That’s a very hard balance, actually impossible with our own resources. 
   So how did Daniel do it so well for over 80 years?   
   That’s the second big point of this story. 



As followers of Jesus, we keep the balance of being in the world and not of the  
   world by our hope in another world! 

Let me ask you a question about this story.   
How does Daniel in the lion’s den foreshadow Jesus Christ? 
   Specifically, how does it foreshadow or parallel his death and resurrection? 
I’ll get you started: 
   Daniel was accused by his enemies before a ruler. 
   Jesus was accused by his enemies before a ruler. 

Can you take it from there?  
Both King Darius and Pontius Pilate tried unsuccessfully to deliver the accused men  
   from their fate.  But they both gave in for political expediency and handed them  
   over to a violent death.   

Both Daniel and Jesus were placed into pit or tomb, a stone was rolled over the 
   opening and it was then sealed with an official seal, so that the situation could 
   not be changed by human intervention.   
   (Remember, the Jews insisted Pilate place his seal on Jesus’ tomb.) 
And finally, in the morning, at the first light of dawn, both Daniel and Jesus 
   came out of the pit alive.   

Those are some striking parallels.   
But, of course, the big difference is that Jesus Christ died and Daniel didn’t.   
   Jesus did not merely suffer the threat of death, he went down into death itself. 
We know he was crucified, yet one of the ways Psalm 22 describes the Messiah’s 
   death is being torn by lions. 

Psalm 22:13  Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against me. 
   What does that mean?  What roaring lions were present at the crucifixion? 
Martin Luther  doesn’t call them lions, but he says that on the cross, Christ faced  
   three monsters:  sin, death, and the curse. 
By the curse he meant God’s wrath against sin and all the evils of this fallen world. 
   Those lions tore him.  They killed him. 
But on Easter morning the stone was rolled away and Jesus Christ came out alive, 
   vindicated, and he shut the mouths of those lions forever for those who trust him. 
How was Daniel saved?   
   He tells Darius that God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths. 
   Not an angel.  His angel.  
Is this the same angel who entered the fiery furnace to save Shadrach, Meshach, and  



   Abednego?  
Remember when we studied that passage, I pointed out that could have been the  
   Angel of the Lord, God the Son, Jesus Christ appearing in the Old Testament. 
That Angel of the Lord  terminology isn’t present in this passage, and yet, 
   isn’t this the way the Lord Jesus works?   
He comes to us in the fire and in the pit to rescue us. 

Let’s look at the rescue itself, shutting the lions’ mouths.  
One way to understand miracles in the Bible is that they are not suspensions of the  
   natural order, instead they are glimpses of how the world is supposed to be. 
More than that, miracles are glimpses of how the world will be one day through 
   the resurrection power of Jesus Christ. 

The Red Sea parted and the Israelites passed through to freedom and the Egyptian  
   army was drowned, because one day God, through his Messiah, will set all the  
   captives free bring an end to injustice and oppression. 
Jesus himself touched lepers and cleansed them, and he gave sight to the blind, and  
   hearing to the deaf, and he made the mute tongue shout and the crippled legs leap, 
   because he is bringing eternal wholeness to all who trust him. 
Every miracle in the Bible gives a glimpse of the restored creation through Jesus. 

So what about this miracle?  Tame lions.   
   Actually, they weren’t tame.  They devoured Daniel’s enemies. 
But in the presence of God’s angel, they could do Daniel no harm.  
   For him, they were like housecats.   

Let me read you a famous description of heaven in Isaiah 11. 
He starts by saying that a descendant of King David is going to reign. 
And under his reign . . . 
   The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
   the calf and the lion and the yearling together, and a little child will lead them. 
   The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together,  
   and the lion will eat straw like the ox . . .  
   They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, 
   for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 
That’s a lovely, poetic way of saying that everyone who willingly submits his or  
   her life to King Jesus, is going to enjoy a restored world, where God wipes away  
   every tear from our eyes and everything is set right and where no harm is done to  
   God’s people. 
That’s our hope as believers.  Another world, a perfect world. 



   Heaven.  The new earth.  The restored creation.  Eternal life.   
And we know it will happen because Jesus came out of the lions’ den on Easter 
   morning alive after being torn by sin and death and the curse.  
That hope enables us to be in the world but not of the world with poise and balance.   

In The Lord of the Rings there are four friends from a place called the Shire. 
There’s a great evil that has come into the world.   
   It’s far away, but one day it will destroy the Shire. 
So these four friends go on a mission to fight this evil, and they succeed,  
   and the Shire is saved, and they return to their old home. 
But the mission has changed them. 
Things that rattle and frighten other citizens of the Shire don’t bother them at all. 
   So they’re good for the Shire.  They’re able to lead and help in courageous ways. 
But people don’t understand them.  They’ve become strange.   
   They laugh louder and they weep more often than 
   the other residents of The Shire.  And they sing strange songs. 

Something happened to them on their mission that made them better and more 
   helpful citizens of the Shire, and at the same time strange and out of place. 
What happened was that they came into contact with people who gave them a  
   vision and a hope another country beyond the Western Sea.  They describe it as 
   White shores, and beyond, a far green country under a swift sunrise. 
In the Shire, all the maps just show blank spaces for the surrounding areas. 
For the residents of the Shire, the Shire is all there is.  
   So when things go wrong there, they can’t handle it.  It’s their whole world. 
That’s how these four used to think, but they’ve been changed. 
They still care about the Shire, and live in it, but it’s not their ultimate home  
   anymore.  Because the roots of their soul are in another country, a better country.   
So that makes them simultaneously more effective and alienated. 

If your only wealth is your money, when it’s threatened, you’re petrified. 
If your only beauty is your looks, then getting old and losing your looks is tragic. 
If your only worth is the admiration of the people that matter, when you fail 
   and are criticized and shamed, you’ll not be able to lift your head. 
But if your wealth and beauty and worth is in Jesus Christ, and if you truly believe 
   that if you seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will 
   be added unto you, then you can be salt and light in this world.   

And when the occasions arise where your commitment to God’s grace and the  
   exclusive claims of Jesus Christ invite hostility and ridicule— 



   you’ll gladly accept that because that’s what Jesus faced. 
And no matter how bad it gets, he’s with you in the lion’s den


