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SI:  Easter is next Sunday.   
We’ve been preparing for our celebration of Christ’s resurrection by meditating  
   on his passion as it is told to us in John’s Gospel. 
What makes John’s account of Christ’s passion interesting is that John wrote it 
   in his old age, after he had had a lifetime of reflecting on the meaning and 
   spiritual significance of these events. 

John also includes many details from his own eyewitness experience that are not  
   found in Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s accounts of the crucifixion.   
All those details are fascinating, they are all spiritually beneficial.  
   I wish we could spend time on them all. 
   But we’re going to focus on one of them. 



INTRO:  One of the interesting debates during this pandemic has been: 
   What is an essential businesses?    
   Only essential businesses can be open. 
In some places you’re not even supposed to be out and about unless you are 
   going to an essential business. 

I read that in Pennsylvania they closed all the liquor stores,  
   because the powers that be determined they were not essential businesses.   
But so many alcoholics began to turn up in emergency rooms with the DTs, 
   that they reversed the order and made them an essential business. 
   Imagine that, medical professionals arguing that liquor stores should be open! 
In Texas and Ohio there has been a legal battle over whether or not abortion 
   clinics are an essential business.  
In California there has been a political battle over whether or not gun shops are  
   an essential business. 
Also in California, in spite of some objections, marijuana dispensaries are  
   considered an essential business and are doing a brisk trade. 

But what about the church?   
   Why aren’t churches considered an essential business? 
I’m preaching right now to an empty sanctuary, but if you drove up St. Joseph 
   to Walmart, the parking lot is full and there are hundreds of people inside. 

Isn’t spiritual health essential for life?   
   Didn’t Jesus say man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes  
   from the mouth of God? 
And furthermore, what is the church if God’s people aren’t assembled for worship?   
   That’s what the word church means.  It means assembly. 
   So if we aren’t assembling, then what are we? 

Don’t worry, I’m not pushing to have worship services before things are safe.   
   And it’s not my decision anyway.  
We’re Presbyterians, so we’re governed by a board of elders you have elected, 
   and they are all sober-minded men who will do what’s right.   
But I’ve asked these questions because I want us to think about the church. 
   If we aren’t assembling, then who are we?  What are we? 

In John’s account of the crucifixion he tells about a brief conversation that 
   Matthew, Mark, and Luke do not mention. 
This is one of those unique details in John’s Gospel. 



   It’s a conversation between three people:  Jesus, his mother Mary, 
   and the disciple Jesus loved.  Who was that?  It was John himself. 
Only Jesus words in this conversation are recorded.   
   It’s verses 26 and 27 

Jesus looked Mary, caught her eye, and said “Woman.  Look.  Your son.” 
   As he said, “Your son” he must have looked at or in some way indicated John. 
Then, he caught John’s eye, and said, “Look.  Your mother.”   
   In a few words Jesus ended something and started something. 

He severed his earthly relationship with his mother,  
   and he established a new mother/son relationship between John and Mary. 
In that severing and establishing, Jesus was saying something important  
   about the church.  This is something valuable for us right now 

Jesus was affirming that the church is the family of God.   
It’s a family made up of people who are related not by natural blood, 
   but related by the blood of Christ, shed on the cross to save them. 
By faith in Jesus you become a part of this family. 
   There is a secure place for every believer in the family of God.   
   No one who comes to Jesus will be left out of this family.   
And in this family, like every good family, there are privileges and responsibilities.  

I’m not really interested in whether or not the church is an essential business. 
What I am interested in is whether or not you see the church as the family of God. 
   And are you living as if the church really is your spiritual family? 
   As I said, that’s especially important during these strange days. 

Let’s look at this detail in the crucifixion under three points: 
   1.  How Jesus sees the church 
   2.  How American Christians often see the church 
   2.  Where we get the power to change our vision  



MP#1  How Jesus Sees The Church 
Why did Jesus establish this relationship between Mary and John? 
   Why did he commend his mother into John’s care? 

When you first read it, you tend to think this was about Mary’s material needs. 
   Mary was widowed by this time and you can imagine Jesus taking care of 
   the financial needs of his elderly mother.  But Mary probably in her late 40s. 
And Jesus probably hadn’t supported his mother much financially anyway. 
   He was a travelling rabbi and he lived off donations.  He even said: 
   “Foxes have holes, birds nests, Son of Man no place to lay head.” 

Furthermore, Mary already had plenty of financial support. 
   She was part of a large Jewish family. 
   Surrounded by relatives.  Her sister was at the cross.  Not told her name here. 
Another Mary at the cross, wife of Clopas, might have been Mary’s sister-in-law. 

In addition, Mary had other children.  In Matthew 13:55, people say of Jesus. 
   “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son?  Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers 
   James, Joseph, Simon and Judas?  Aren’t all his sisters with us?” 
Mary had four sons besides Jesus and several daughters. 

Then why was it so important to Jesus to place his mother in John’s care? 
Because at the time, Jesus’ brothers, Mary’s other sons, were not believers. 
   John 7:5  “For even his own brothers did not believe in Him.” 
Even though they could support their mother financially, Jesus knew that his mother  
   needed more than financial support.  She needed more than ties of natural blood. 
   She had deeper spiritual needs. 

Jesus was not just making a financial arrangement, or arrangements for his mother’s  
    physical care.  
What we have in this conversation on the cross is a picture of Jesus establishing 
   the family of God.  We have a miniature picture of the church. 

John and Mary were united as mother and son by Jesus  
   because of their common faith in him as their Lord and Savior.   
From that time on John took Mary into his own home. 
   It’s a picture of the church as the family and household of God. 
People united by Jesus as brothers and sisters and fathers and mothers 
   by their common faith in him.  Jesus saw the church as a family believers need. 
I read this to you a few years ago in another sermon.   



It was from an article about children in foster care 
     “Amber is getting a makeover at the mall.  Not that she needs one.  She is picture pretty 
already, with blond hair and fetching green eyes.  But this is a special occasion, and Amber, 16, 
wants to look her best.  She’s being filmed for a Wednesday’s Child Segment on KTVB in 
Boise, Idaho, so she can find a family.  A forever family that will do the ordinary things families 
do—go on picnics, eat out and see movies together.  Amber has had four foster-care placements 
during the past two years.  “I just want a mom and dad who will love me the way I am,” she 
says with an intensity that betrays the depth of her yearning.” 

The article explains what happens to children who turn 18 and age out of the system 
   They are given some financial support and help getting an apartment and a job. 
   But the thing they don’t have is a family. 

God created us for families.  He created us for community. 
   We have our human families, our natural families—some are good, some not. 
   Some present and active in our lives, some, like this girl Amber, non-existent. 
But because of sin and the fall, natural families can’t provide for us all the things  
   we need to thrive spiritually. 
   And furthermore, they are all passing away. 

The Lord, through his life and death has established another family— 
   a spiritual family which is the church.   
As Jesus sees it, the church is something all of his people need.   
It is so important to him, that even with his dying breath, 
   he reaffirmed it and pushed the people he loved to be a part of it. 
The church is a family that will also last forever.   

Do you see the church as Jesus did?   
   As family of faith, that is absolutely necessary for your spiritual well-being.  
It’s a family of faith with relationships that Jesus himself described as mothers and  
   fathers, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters. 
But unfortunately, that’s not the way many Christians see the church. 

Which brings us to our second point . . . 



MP#2  How American Christians Often See The Church 
A number of church leaders, much smarter than I am, have noticed and  
   commented on how there has been a historic shift in how 
   American Christians usually see the church. 
It’s best described as a shift from church membership as a covenantal relationship 
   to church membership as a commercial relationship. 

We relate to businesses through a commercial relationship. 
I need or want some product or service. 
   I look for the business that can supply it in a way that is satisfactory to me. 
It might be the best price, the best quality, or the best customer service. 
   But in the end, it all about what that business can do for me. 

When you go to Walmart, you don’t push your buggy around thinking— 
   What do I need to buy today that would be best for Walmart. 
   You are only thinking, what do I want and what do I need.   
Speaking of Walmart, after the first round of panic buying a couple weeks ago, 
   I noticed the bread and toilet paper aisles were decimated, 
   but the seasonal Easter candy aisle was untouched.   
Nobody was saying:  We’ve got to keep the Easter candy makers in business. 
   We’ve all got to buy some candy eggs and marshmallow Peeps. 
Of course not, because it’s a commercial relationship.   
   You buy what you want and what’s only good for you.  
   If one store doesn’t have what you want, you go to another one.   

Now, what’s a covenantal relationship?   
   A covenant is when people bind themselves to each other with vows. 
It’s when people promise to be there for each other and help each other, 
   even when it costs them, even when it’s difficult. 

There are great benefits and rich blessings that come to individuals in a covenant. 
    But decisions in a covenant are not based entirely on individual interests. 
   They are based on the interests of the people with whom you are in covenant. 
Marriage is a covenantal relationship, not a commercial relationship. 
   When you hear about two people who get married and they keep his money and 
   her money and split the bills and that sort of thing, you know they don’t get it. 

Viewing church membership as a covenantal relationship was probably more  
   common in past generations.  It’s how our grandparents viewed church. 
Christians tended to bind themselves to a local church body. 



And then they lived out their Christian life within that body— 
   with all of its weaknesses and shortcomings and quirky people.  
In other words, they saw the church as their spiritual family.   
   But this shift has taken place so that the important questions are no longer 
   who are these people in my church?   How can I know them and serve them? 
But, what can the church do for me? 

If I’m going to spend my time and money at this church, 
   will it provide me with the services I require? 
Are there programs at the church that meet my needs?  My kids’ needs?  
   Is it inspiring enough to make it worth my while? 
Church leaders and pastors aren’t innocent in this.   
   They often market churches as exciting, flashy places that provide it all. 

But that makes it harder to see the church as the family of God. 
Because Christians who think this way go to church like they go to a store. 
   They go at their convenience to get the things that they themselves personally  
   need for their own spiritual benefit. 
And they aren’t willing to pay the cost in time and emotions to get to know the  
   people in their church as family and to stick it out through tough times. 

I’m not saying Christians shouldn’t ever change churches. 
   There are legitimate reasons to change churches.  
But this is not really about those rare and sober times when you break from one  
   congregation and move to another.   
This is more about how you view your life within the church. 

Tim Keller put it this way:   
   You can choose your church, but you can’t choose the people in your church. 
His point is:  You make a covenant commitment to the church of your choice, 
   and then you live with the people in that particular church as your spiritual family.   
   John didn’t choose Mary and Mary didn’t choose John.   
Jesus chose them for each other and he chose members of church family for you.   
And one of his last words and last requests was: 
   Look at these Christian family members and take them into your life. 
That sounds wonderful.  Church as family of God.  But it’s incredibly hard to do. 
   We’re selfish and the commercial view of church membership appeals to us.  
   Get in, get what I need, and get out.  Let’s consider now  . . .  
MP#3  Where We Get The Power To Change Our Vision 
Let’s focus on Jesus words to Mary:  “Woman.  Look.  Your Son.” 



   What’s strange about those words?  Calling his mother, “Woman.” 
If you were dying, and your mother was there, and you knew these would 
   be your last words to her, you wouldn’t say, “Woman.” 
You would say, “Mother.”  Or if you were a Southern boy you’d say, “Momma.” 

The Bible version I read this morning has Jesus saying:  “Dear woman.” 
   But he didn’t say, “Dear woman.”  He just said, “Woman.” 
The reason the NIV adds the word “Dear” is so it doesn’t sound like Jesus was  
   being disrespectful.  But translating it that way covers up something important. 
Because the fact is that Jesus calling his mother “woman” was not a normal way  
   to address your mother.  
   And Jesus said it intentionally because he was making a point.  What was it? 

The clue comes in the one other place where Jesus speaks this way to his mother. 
   It’s in John 2 at the very beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 
Jesus and Mary were at the wedding in village of Cana, and wine ran out. 
   Mary turned to Jesus and said, “They have no more wine.”  
   Implied in her comment is:  Do something about it.  Show your power.  
Jesus replied, “Woman, what have I to do with you?  My hour has not yet come.”   

Once again NIV softens this:  “Dear woman, why do you involve me . . . 
   We don’t need to soften this.  We know Jesus wasn’t being disrespectful. 
He was saying, Yes, I am your son but I am also the Son of God. 
   And I am following the timetable and the path the Father has set for me 
   to bring salvation to Israel.  And it will not be the path that you expect, trust me. 
Jesus loved his mother.  And by addressing her as “woman” from the cross 
   he was reminding Mary of that conversation. 

Gospels tell us that Mary remembered and pondered everything about her son. 
   She would have remembered that conversation and miracle. 
Jesus was impressing this truth on her one last time.   
   I know you don’t want me to leave you.  
I am your son, and I am also the Son of God.  I am the Messiah. 
   I have come to follow my Father’s will and bring salvation. 
   And now that path will mean that I leave you for a time.  Trust me. 

Then adds something.  I’m not leaving you alone.   
I’m giving you a son.  Look at John.  He is your son now in my place. 
   Think about what that meant for Mary. 
It meant that from then on she would look at John as her Jesus. 



   Whenever she missed Jesus, she would talk to John. 
   Whenever John helped her, or made her laugh, it was as if Jesus was doing it. 
And the flipside of this was that whenever Mary helped or served John in any 
   way, it was as if she was doing it for Jesus. 

Think what this means for your life in the church. 
Jesus is no longer with us in the flesh.  He’s in heaven.   
   Until he comes, he is going to be with you through the members of your church. 
   They are going to be like Jesus to you and you are going to be like Jesus to them. 
If you want to get to know Jesus better, and know what he is like, 
   and experience his presence in tangible ways, you will do so through  
   the members of your church family, who are like Jesus to you. 
And you are going to know Jesus better as you serve them in his place. 

In ordinary times, there are all sorts of different ways we serve each other that  
   involve our presence and being with each other physically. 
Taking a meal to someone, having a cup of coffee with them.  
   I think of the work of our Diaconate, and how much the service of our deacons 
   involves close contact with people. 
But let’s think about this immediate situation we are in, this season of social  
   distancing that has been ordered by civil authorities? 
How does the Lord Jesus want you to respond?   
   How can we take his words to Mary and John to heart and practice them? 
Jesus thought connections in family of God are so important, he used his some 
   of his dying breath to leave us with that message. 

I know this may sound simplistic, but I think we have to call each other. 
   I think we need to hear each other’s voices. 
   There’s a ministry and connection in that. 
It reminds me of that lovely verse at the very end of the Song of Solomon 
   where the lover and the beloved are separated by a garden wall, they can’t 
   see each other, and he calls out to her:  Say something, let me hear your voice. 

All of you in Christ Covenant know other church members.   
   You may know a lot, you may know just a few, but you know somebody. 
Call them.   
If the Holy Spirit brings someone in your church to mind, I wonder how so and so  
   is doing, don’t ignore that prompting, call them.   
   If you need a phone number, call or text me, I’ll find it. 
It’s a small thing, but faithfulness in small things honors the Lord. 



The church is precious to Jesus.  
If you are a Christian, then you are in the family of God.  
   Jesus’ dying wish is that you participate in it fully. 
God’s providence has led you at this time in your life to this particular congregation 
   Look, Jesus says.  Look around you.   
   Look at people sitting on your pew to your right and your left. 
   These are your brothers and sisters, fathers and mothers, sons and daughters. 
You have a family. 
   And it is in this family that you see Jesus and know him better.


