
“Another Year With Jesus”                                                   December 29, 2019 
Matthew 2:13-23 

INTRO:  My mother gave me some socks for Christmas and $50 and a book— 
God’s Hostage.  It’s Andrew Brunson’s autobiographical account of the 22 months  
   he was imprisoned in Turkey.   
If you don’t know who I’m talking about, Andrew and his wife Christine were  
   missionaries with the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Izmir, Turkey.  
They spent 23 years there, raised three children, planted a church. 
   They were always open with the authorities about their missionary work. 
   They were American citizens in a NATO country and never had a problem. 

But after the attempted coup against the dictator Erdogan in 2016, thousands of  
   people were arrested, including Andrew Brunson.   
He was accused of being a terrorist, but he was really targeted because he was a  
   Christian missionary and because he could be a bargaining chip with the US. 
But once his arrest began to be reported and got international attention, the Turkish  
   government dug in its heels to save face. 
   They started saying he would be given a life sentence.   

So anyway, after everybody was done opening their presents, I started reading  
   and read for a several hours. 
Then it was time to eat Christmas dinner. 
   After we were done I went back to the couch and finished the book. 
So there I was, lounging around all afternoon, my stomach full of beef brisket, 
   reading about a Presbyterian minister my age, named Andrew, who spent two  
   Christmases in a Turkish prison and lost 50 pounds. 

I had to chuckle at the irony. 
But at the same time it made me reflect that as we stand on the threshold of a new  
   year, we have no idea the future holds. 
Things could be good today and change drastically overnight— 
   like they did for Joseph and Mary. 

If you read between the lines in the story of the wise men that comes right before  
   this, you can tell things were going well for Mary and Joseph.   
They had come to Bethlehem for the census ordered by the Roman government, 
   but then they had decide to stay after Jesus was born. 
Joseph found work.  They had a house. 
Baby Jesus was a toddler.  Mary was probably expecting another child. 



   The Magi came and gave them these valuable gifts. 
And then that night everything turned upside down,  
   and they had to flee for their lives, 350 miles to another country.   

What’s interesting about Andrew Brunson’s book is that it’s mostly about his  
   personal struggle with faith in God. 
All the politics and how he was eventually released, that’s interesting, and the  
   conditions he faced in prison, that’s also interesting, but the big crisis of his story 
   is whether or not he’s going to trust Jesus.  
Why is the Lord doing this to me if I have served so faithfully as a missionary? 
Why isn’t the Lord answering my prayers in the way and time I want? 
   Lord, can I trust you?   

I have no idea what thoughts went through Mary and Joseph’s minds— 
   but don’t you suppose they also asked, Lord, what are you doing with our lives? 
Maybe you’ll ask that in 2020. 
   And if you do, then maybe you’ll remember this passage and this sermon. 

It’s about Jesus, and who he is for you, now, next year, in the good times you enjoy  
   and in the bad times that come like a storm. 
Three points about Jesus.  I’ll give them to you as we go. 



MP#1  Jesus is the object of hate 
It’s obvious in this story Herod hated Jesus. 
   But this isn’t the only place in Jesus’ childhood where this shows up.   
In the Gospel of Luke, when Jesus was a baby eight days old, his parents took him  
   to the Temple in Jerusalem to be circumcised. 
While they were there, they encountered an elderly man named Simeon. 

He took Jesus in his arms and he made a prophecy. 
   “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign  
   that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.”   
People are going to speak against him, their hostility toward him will be revealed. 
Then Simeon looked at Mary and said: 
   “And a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
You’re going to be hurt deeply when you see what hate does to your son. 

Why does Jesus Christ evoke hatred?  
We read the reason last week.  
   Wise men from the east came and asked, Where is the one born King of the Jews? 
   When Herod heard this he was disturbed. 
If you’re king, and you want to stay king, and you hear people say there’s another  
   king—you get disturbed.   

When Jesus began his public ministry he didn’t say:   
   Tell me your needs and I will fulfill them. 
   Or ask me your philosophical questions and I will answer them. 
   He said:  I am the truth.   
He didn’t say:  I’ve come to show you the way to life. 
   He said, I am the way, I am the resurrection and the life. 

In saying these things about himself , Jesus doesn’t just claim to be King of the  
   Jews, he claims sovereignty over every man and woman and child in the world.  
No one comes to the Father except through me. 
   Unless you hate your father and mother and own life, cannot be my disciple. 
   Unless you take up your cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. 
   Your love for me must be first and absolute, you must give me your allegiance. 

John Stott said that once you truly hear Jesus’ claims, you are forced to extremes. 
   You either run away in fear, attack him in anger, or bow in complete surrender. 
Of course people who are ignorant or sentimental aren’t bothered by Jesus.  
But John Stott’s point is still accurate.   



   When people understand Jesus’ claim of kingship over them— 
   the natural reaction is strongly negative. 
Romans 8:7 says the natural mind is enmity toward God. 
Think of it this way:  In every human heart, in your heart, in my heart, 
   is a little king herod.  We want to be captain of our soul and master of our fate.   

The atheist philosopher Thomas Nagel said:   
   I want atheism to be true.  I am made uneasy by the fact that some of the most intelligent and  
   well-informed people I know are religious believers.  It isn’t just that don’t believe in God . . . 
   I hope that there is no God.  I don’t want there to be a God.  I don’t want the universe to be  
   like that.  This cosmic authority problem is not rare and I doubt that there is anyone who is  
   genuinely indifferent as to whether there is a God. 
He admits he’s not objective about his atheism. 
   He knows there’s a little king herod in heart who hates idea of cosmic authority.   

Let’s apply this truth about Jesus to our lives and this new year. 
One of the great things about being a Christian is that through Christ you are  
   reconciled to God, you’re at peace with God.  He’s forgiven you. 
   And that means he’s working all things for your good.   
But you still have residual hostility toward him.   
   It’s part of your old sin nature.  Your old self.  

Why do you think it’s so hard to pray?   
   Why do you think it’s so hard to obey? 
God answers a prayer and you promise never to forget how good he’s been to you, 
   but not a week goes by and you’re angry again, or fearful, or discontented. 
Lord, I’ll never do this again.  And then you do it again. 
   It’s your little king herod.  It’s your cosmic authority problem. 

And more to the point of this year, remember Jesus is your King. 
   He’s a good King.  He’s ruling for your good and for God’s glory. 
And if you find yourself in turmoil and resentful at God for the things he brings 
   into your life, then maybe you need to repent. 
Ask Jesus to forgive you for resisting his rule and ask the Holy Spirit to help 
   you knock your little king herod off his throne. 
I hope you understand I’m not saying we have to be passive toward bad things. 
   If there are evil people that need to be resisted or negative situations—by all  
   means, do what you have to do.  But trust Jesus as your King, not yourself. 
MP#2  Jesus is the agent of grace 
After King Herod died and Joseph returned to Israel, did you notice were he first  



   wanted to go?  Back to Judea, probably back to Bethlehem. 
But when he found out Herod’s son Archelaus was reigning in Judea, in the south, 
   he went to the district of Galilee, up north, back to his home town of Nazareth. 
So the question is, why wasn’t Nazareth their first choice? 
   Why didn’t they head straight there after Egypt? 
   Instead, their first choice Judea and they were basically forced back to Nazareth. 

The answer is Judea was a more desirable place to live than Galilee.   
   People from Galilee were looked down upon by other Jews. 
   Jews from Galilee were hicks from the sticks. 
Judea on the other hand was religious and economic heart of Judaism.   
   Jerusalem was an international city. 
If you could live close to Jerusalem, which Bethlehem was, about five miles away  
   that would mean access to better synagogue schools, better jobs for a carpenter, 
   higher status with the kin folk back home. 
But they ended up back in Galilee anyway, back in their home town of Nazareth. 

What kind of a village was Nazareth?  In John chapter one a man named Philip 
   meets Jesus and he goes to his friend Nathaniel and says: 
   You’ve got to come meet someone.  I think he could be the Messiah. 
   Nathaniel asks:  Where’s he from?  Philip says, From Nazareth, 
   Nathaniel scoffs:  Can anything good come from Nazareth? 
Now here the thing, Nathaniel was from Galilee, he was a hick from the sticks. 
   But he was from the village of Cana.  So that tells us that even in Galilee,  
   there was a pecking order, and Nazareth was at the bottom of the list. 

In Tuscumbia, where I grew up, they say Cherokee is the worst place in Colbert Co.   
When we moved to Cullman, I remember people saying what a bad place Jasper is.   
   People in Jasper are crazy.  If you want to hire a hit man, go to Jasper! 
What if someone told you the Messiah was from Cherokee, Ala, or Jasper? 
   Now you understand why Nathaniel reacted the way he did! 

In this world there’s always a pecking order. 
Where you’re from.  Who’s your daddy.  How much money.  What school went to.   
   God doesn’t operate like that.  How does God work? 
In the Middle East the eldest son was the honored one.   
   But God chose Isaac not Ishmael, chose Jacob not Esau, Ephraim not Manasseh. 
He chose David even though he was the youngest of all his brothers. 
In a culture that shamed widows and barren women God chose Ruth and Hannah.    
   He chose the unloved wife Leah to be the mother of the princes of Judah, 



   not the favored wife Rachel. 
God chose the boys who were forgotten and the girls nobody wanted. 
   He chose Nazareth.  

Why?  Is it just that God loves underdogs?  No.  It’s a demonstration of grace. 
The reason we have pecking orders and are always judging ourselves and other 
   people and wanting, hoping, trying to move up is self-salvation. 
Those things don’t matter to God or eternity, so they shouldn’t matter so much to us 
   What matters is that God shows his grace to people who know they need him. 

So what does this have to do with a new year? 
You may want to move ahead in certain parts of your life, or see your children 
   achieve certain things that are important to you—but they might not happen. 
You may want to move to Judea but God keeps you in Galilee. 
   In 2020 you might have reversals, disappointments, unfulfilled dreams. 
   Instead of moving up in the pecking order, you may go backwards. 
But it’s in those times that you can really know God’s grace. 

You may say, that has a nice ring to it, but it sounds like a cliche. 
   How is this really going to help me when I feel very low? 
In the last verse, Matthew says that Jesus grew up in Nazareth to fulfill what was  
   said through the prophets:  He shall be called a Nazarene. 
That’s curious because that’s not anywhere in the Old Testament. 
   So did Matthew get it wrong?  Did he imagine a quote that doesn’t exist? 

No, Matthew knew what he was saying.  Notice he didn’t say, what was spoken  
   through the prophet singular, like he’s thinking of an actual quote. 
He said: Through the prophets.   
   Matthew looks at Jesus growing up in this lowly, disappointing place and he  
   sees in that all the threads of prophecy that when the Messiah comes, 
   he will identify with the lowly, he will identify with the sad and disappointed, 
   he will identify with those low on the pecking order. 
God’s grace to you in these times is personal.  The personal agent of grace is Jesus. 
   Ask him and he’ll draw near. 

Jesus is the object of hate, the agent of grace, and . . .  
MP#3  Jesus is the climax of the plan 
Several times Matthew does quote the prophets.  
After Joseph took his family out of Egypt and back to Israel Matthew says 
   that this fulfills what was said through the prophet, and he quotes Hosea 11:1, 



   “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
And then later, when Herod slaughters the male children of Bethlehem  
   he says again that the words of the prophet are fulfilled and quotes Jeremiah 31:15 
   “Rachel weeping for her children.”   

Now here’s what interesting.  If you looked up those two passages. 
   If you read Hosea 11:1 and Jeremiah 31:15 and read the whole context you would  
   notice they’re not prophecies about the Messiah. 
They are descriptions of historical events. 

The first one, “Out of Egypt I called my son” is referring to the Exodus. 
   The Israelite people being brought out of slavery in Egypt by Moses. 
   Israel as a nation is often referred to as God’s son. 
The Jeremiah passage about weeping in Ramah, Rachel weeping for her children, 
   is about  the Babylonian exile. 
Describing the weeping and sadness of those families who had to watch their loved  
   ones being dragged off into captivity, knowing would never see them again. 

Neither of these passages mention the Messiah. 
   They aren’t prophecies foretelling future events.   
   So why does Matthew say they are prophecies fulfilled in Jesus? 
Because that’s how Matthew read the Old Testament. 
He looked at everything that happened to Israel, every historical event, 
   and understood that they were all advance echoes of Christ. 

When Matthew read his Bible he saw Jesus everywhere. 
   The Israelites go down to Egypt and are slaves for 400 years. 
   But then Yahweh brings them out and Moses leads them to the Promised Land. 
Jesus goes down to Egypt as a child and God brings his Son out to lead us to  
   Promised Land.  Jesus is Israel and Moses and the Exodus.   
   In him you are brought out of slavery to sin into eternal life. 

The Israelites suffered captivity and exile, 70 years of weeping. 
Are you suffering exile and sadness?  Have people you love been taken from you? 
   Are you weeping?  Does home no longer feel like home? 
Jesus is the one who will end exile and turn mourning into dancing.   
This may sound like complicated, to say Jesus the fulfillment of Israel’s history.  
   But let me show you how practical this is. 

There are two ways to read the Bible. 



You can read it as a book of moral lessons.   
   Don’t be like Adam and eat the fruit.  Be like Joseph and resist temptation.   
   Don’t be like David and commit adultery.  Be brave like David and kill giants. 
   Don’t be like Jonah, running away from God.  Be strong like Daniel in lion’s den. 
And here’s the biggest one—Be like Jesus. 
   If you read the Bible that way it will crush you. 
   And you will either give up or make it all about externals and turn yourself  
   into an self-righteous Pharisee. 

Or, you can read the Bible like Matthew read it—not as a book of moral lessons— 
   but as a book about Jesus Christ. 
It’s not primarily stories for how to live, it’s a plan of salvation Jesus fulfilled.  
   He’s the better Adam who passed test in the Garden of Gethsemane.   
   He’s the better Isaac.  Isaac’s life was spared, but Jesus sacrificed. 
   He’s the better Esther.  She risked her life for her people, he gave his life. 
He’s the true Moses, the true David, the true Jonah, the true Israel. 

He’s the one person who did everything that God asked him to do perfectly. 
   Everything God asked Israel to do—Ten Commandments, Tabernacle, Laws, 
   the Passover Lamb—nobody ever did them all right except Jesus. 
He’s the perfect law-keeper and the perfect sacrifice. 
   He did what all the prophets, priests, and kings of Israel could not do. 
   He lived the life you should have lived and died the death you should have died. 
And if you believe in him, you get the blessing and honor he deserves.   

When you get the perfect record of Jesus, when his life and death yours by faith,  
   when forgiveness is yours, when his Holy Spirit is yours—then you can say— 
Ok, what does the Bible teach me and show me about how to live a grateful life?   
   How did Abraham live by faith?  How did David live by faith?   
   How did Jesus himself fulfill the law of love?   
Yes, he’s your example.  But he’s your Savior first.   

Whatever this new year holds, good or bad, hard or happy—pray that you’ll see 
   Jesus in every detail, perfectly working for your good. 
In Andrew Brunson’s book, he confesses that one thing that bothered him terribly 
   was the way he fell apart mentally and emotionally.  He was a wreck.  
At one point, his Muslim cell mates are telling him, Andrew, pull yourself together  
    God is in control.  He’s the Christian missionary being ministered to. 
   The prison psychiatrist put him on Xanex.  
He said he thought Christians imprisoned for their faith would be given a  



   supernatural dose of strength and joy, that he would be singing and lighting  
   up the cell with sunshine and impervious to discouragement. 

So when the opposite happened, it made him doubt his own faith, doubt God. 
   But, of course, as you read it you can see he was really clinging desperately to 
   God the whole time, and God was with him and was working. 
Before he was released, and at what might have been one of the darkest moments  
   toward the end, he got a fresh view of Jesus and his love. 

What I appreciated about his honesty was that at the end of this episode of his life, 
   the hero is not Andrew Brunson, or his wife Christine (she was amazing), 
   or the many other good people involved—but Jesus Christ himself. 
Let’s trust him as we move into this new year ahead.


