
“The Day of Restoration”                                                          November 17, 2019 
Joel 2:18-27 

SI:  Joel is about God getting his people’s attention through a locust plague.   
They had wandered away from the Lord, so God sends the locusts 
   and he says:  Return to me with all your heart. 
So what happens?  Do they return to the Lord?  Yes they do. 
   What happens when you return to the Lord.  Wonderful things. 

INTRO:  Next Sunday evening is our annual Thanksgiving Supper and Service.  
It’s our custom to have one of our ministry partners bring us a Thanksgiving  
   devotion.  This year it’s going to be Andy Cheely.   
   He and Brooke were in China for years working with university students. 
   Now they’re back in the US working with Campus Outreach International. 
One time Thanksgiving speaker was Bill Heintz. 
   Bill started the Foundry in Bessemer, which is a Christian recovery program, 
   and of course, many of you know about the Foundry Farm here in Cullman. 

There was one detail in Bill’s talk that I’ve never forgotten. 
He was telling about his own addiction to drugs and alcohol and how he had burned 
   every bridge and wrecked every relationship.  He was homeless and penniless.   
As he was hitchhiking along a lonely road and man in a pickup truck stopped. 
   The man couldn’t speak English, and when Bill got in, he saw there was no seat 
   on the passenger side.  So he had to sit on the floor of the truck. 
It was so low he couldn’t see out the windows.   
   And he couldn’t ask the driver where they were because of language barrier.   
   He didn’t know where he was going.  He had no control, no direction.   
As he sat there he thought this was a metaphor for what his life had become.  

Is it possible to mess things up so badly that they can never be set right? 
Of course not.  God can redeem any person and situation. 
   He’s all powerful.  He’s all good.  Christ’s resurrection is proof. 
But even though we might believe that theologically, it’s harder to believe it  
   experientially.  When we’ve burned bridges and wrecked things through our sin. 
When we’re suffering the consequences of wandering from God it’s hard to believe 
   things will ever be set right again. 
All through chapter 1 and the first half of chapter 2 of Joel,  
   the devastation seems impossible to fix ever again.   

I think the most vivid description of the devastation is in verse 3 of chapter two. 



Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, behind them a desert waste. 
   That’s how Bill Heintz described his experience. 
He had a life filled with all sorts of good things, people and love and plans— 
   and then came his sin and wandering from God and the locust plague of addiction, 
   and everything became a desert waste. 

But what does God himself tell the Israelites as they are suffering? 
He says:  Return to me.  Return to me with all your heart. 
   And then God tells them something else.   
I didn’t point this out last week, I was saving it because it’s so amazing. 

Look at verse 17 of chapter 2. 
Let the priests, who minister before the LORD, weep between the temple porch and the altar. 
Let them say, Spare your people, O LORD. Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a 
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, Where is their God? 

God doesn’t just say:  Return to me with all your heart. 
He actually tells them how he wants them to argue with him. 
   Say to me:  Lord, we’re your people.  For your own reputation, God, don’t  
   let us stay in this condition.  Don’t let unbelievers mock us and mock you. 
Can you imagine disciplining your child and also telling him, here’s how I want  
   you to argue with me to pull at my heart strings so I go easy on you? 
That’s what God does for Israel.   
   He wants them so badly to return to him that he even gives them the words for it. 

And they do.  We don’t know if the gap between verse 17 and verse 18 is days or  
   weeks or months or even years, but they return, and there’s almost the image of 
   God tripping over himself to bless them. 

So how does God do this?  What does it look like in your life? 
If you have really messed things up with your sin, burned bridges, hurt people. 
   And you repent and return to God, what does redemotion look like? 
You need to know that so you can see it and be encouraged. 

This passage shows us five ways God rebuilds and redeems your life when 
   you’ve messed things up by wandering from him.   
Here are the five:  destruction, affirmation, satisfaction, vindication, & restoration 
   A five point sermon!  Only 10 minutes on each point! 
MP#1  First, the Lord begins to redeem his people through destruction 
Look again at verse 20 



   I will drive the northern army far from you, pushing it into a parched and barren land, with its  
   front columns going into the eastern sea and those in the rear into the western sea.  And its  
   stench will go up; its smell will rise.  Surely he has done great things. 
God promises to destroy the swarm of locusts. 
   He calls them the northern army because it was from the north that the powerful 
   armies of the Mesopotamian empires would invade Israel.   

The Lord is going to push the front of the locust swarm into the eastern sea, Dead  
   Sea, and the rear of the swarm into the western sea, the Mediterranean— 
   that shows us how large this swarm was.  It covered the whole land. 
And the rest of the swarm is going to die in huge, rotting heaps.  They’ll stink. 
   By the way, the sudden die off of enormous locust swarms has been documented. 
But the point is he’s going to deliver them by destroying the locusts.   
   It’s not going to be pretty, but it’s part of his restoration. 

This is a vivid faith lesson. 
When you return to God after wandering away from him, 
   God responds by starting to destroy the things in your life that have harmed you. 
   He starts to break the bondage of your sins.  He starts to tear down your idols. 

We read earlier in the service John 21 where Jesus restores Peter on the shore of the 
   Sea of Galilee after the resurrection.  Remember what Peter had done. 
He had denied Christ three times in the courtyard of the high priest— 
   denied with curses that he had ever know the man. 
Earlier that very evening Peter had claimed that even if all the disciples denied  
   Jesus, he never would.  But his fear got the better of him and he denied him. 

Peter repented and Jesus started to restore him, and part of that restoration was the  
   destruction of some things—or at least the beginning of their destruction.   
Christ strikes a blow at Peter’s pride by asking him three times, Do you love me? 
   He forces Peter to face fear, by making a prophecy about his death. 
And then, he deals with Peter’s desire to always be in control when he tells him— 
   It’s no of your business how I deal with John, you follow me. 

It’s not pretty to see Peter’s sins in this great big stinking heap— 
   but this is how God works. 

Sometimes this destruction is dramatic and the person is delivered completely 
   from that point on.  You hear those testimonies sometimes.   
   God delivered me instantly from that addiction and I never turned back. 



But more often, it’s a significant event in their sanctification that marks the  
   beginning of a long fight to kill the thing.   
We know from Galatians that Peter had another collapse due to pride and fear— 
   but the Lord was with him and by the end of his life he overcame them. 
So when you return to the Lord and he starts to restore you— 
   This is where he might start, by tearing down things that need to be destroyed. 

MP#2  Second, when you return to the Lord he affirms you through answered 
prayer 
Be glad, O people of Zion, rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given you the autumn 
rains in righteousness. He sends you abundant showers, both autumn and spring rains, as before.  
The threshing floors will be filled with grain; the vats will overflow with new wine and oil. 

God sending autumn and spring rains is a beautiful image of answered prayer. 
   It’s quoted in the book of James in the New Testament. 
To understand it, you have to understand the agriculture of Israel in ancient times. 
   Summers were brutally hot and dry.  You couldn’t grow field crops in summer. 
But in the fall there were seasonal rains called the autumn rains. 
   They would soften and moisten the ground, and that’s when farmers would sow 
   their grain crops like wheat and barley. 

The crops would grow through the cooler winter months. 
But for the grain to fully mature, they needed the next seasonal rain, called the  
   spring rains.  Those rains would swell the grain and prepare it for harvest. 
An unbeliever would say the autumn and spring rains are a part of the natural  
   weather cycle in that part of the world.   
If it they come on time, that’s just chance, and if they don’t that’s just chance too.  
   It’s just the laws of nature.   

But when you return to God and he starts to restore things in your life, 
   you start to get back in touch with him through prayer. 
And you start to see his affirmation of his love for you in answered prayers, 
   even in things that unbelievers would say are just ordinary events. 
Years ago at our church on Marco Island, a man started attending who was a failed 
   Pentecostal minister.  He had wrecked his marriage, his ministry, is finances. 

He returned to the Lord and started worshipping at our church and God started 
   answering his prayers  
He prayed for a job and got one at a convenience store. 
   He prayed for an apartment he could afford and found one.  



   Then he prayed he could reconnect with his son and it started to happen. 
He didn’t describe his fall away from God as a locust plague, he used another  
   biblical image.  He called it wandering in the backside of the wilderness. 
And has he would relate these answered prayers, small as they seemed— 
   they were to him and affirmation that God was leading him out. 

Destruction, affirmation . . . . 
MP#3  Third, when God restores you after wandering he gives satisfaction 
Vs. 19  I am sending you grain, new wine and oil, enough to satisfy you fully . . . 
Vs. 26  You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
who has dealt wondrously with you.  

In my early years at Christ Covenant, we went through a spell with several troubled  
   marriages.  I was a young pastor and I didn’t know what to do.  
   I didn’t know how I should address the congregation as a whole. 
At the time there were some popular marriage conferences where couples would go  
   away to Birmingham or Nashville and stay in a nice hotel and hear lectures by  
   expert Christian counselors on marriage. 
I wondered if I needed to be pushing that for the whole church. 

We were visiting my parents and I asked my father.   
   He’s a retired pastor, but at the time he was still in the ministry. 
He said he certainly wasn’t opposed to marriage conferences. 
   They are beneficial but he thought most couples who take the time and effort to  
   go to them do so because they’re already committed to their marriage. 

He said that when you peel away the layers of a troubled marriage,  
   the deepest spiritual problem is almost always the same—it’s discontentment. 
It could be discontentment with your standard of living leading to money conflicts,  
   discontentment with your wife’s looks tempts you to look elsewhere,  
   discontentment with how mundane things feel so you want excitement, 
   discontentment because you thought marriage would meet your deepest needs, 
   ultimately, discontentment or dissatisfaction with the life God has given you. 
So his challenge to me was to preach Christian contentment to Christ Covenant. 

Why do we wander from God into the wilderness and suffer locust plagues? 
A lot of times it’s because we aren’t satisfied.  In 1 Timothy 6 Paul writes: 
   For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some people, eager for money, have  
   wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
He’s talking about believers.  Only believers can wander from the faith. 



   If the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil, then what’s the root of  
   the love of money?  It’s discontentment. 
What happens when a believer wanders from God to chase money? 
   God often sends a locust plague to draw them back to him. 

One of the evidences God is restoring you is you start to experience satisfaction. 
Jesus says in Matthew 5:6 
   Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 
You start to hunger after God and Jesus and he fills you.   
   You start to regain a sense of contentment about your life. 

MP#4  Fourth, when God begins to redeem your life and circumstances after 
   you return to him, he vindicates you.   
Vindication is implicit in the promises that bookend this passage. 
At the beginning the Lord says he is jealous for his land and that he will never 
   again make Israel an object of scorn to the nations. 
Then at the end he says twice,  
   Never again will my people be put to shame. 
   Never again will my people be put to shame. 

Sociologists say there are two types of cultures—guilt cultures and shame cultures. 
Western nations are mostly guilt cultures 
Guilt cultures stress the individual person and personal guilt and innocence  
   according the law.  If a person breaks the law, he has done something wrong.  
   He alone.  He’s guilty. 
Guilt is atoned for by legal satisfaction, by punishment or fines.  

Shame cultures on the other hand stress the group more than the individual.  
This is common in the East, in Asia, the Middle East and ancient Israel. 
In a shame culture, when one member of the group fails, the shame and dishonor 
   does not just belong to him as an individual, it falls on his group or tribe. 
Honor is restored to the group either by that member being cast out and rejected, 
   or by those of high standing vindicating him and covering his shame with their  
   own honor.   
He may have some making up to do, but as far as the stance of the group toward  
   him, and as far as they represent him to outsiders,  
   they close ranks around him and say, this is one of our own. 
They won’t tolerate him being shamed any more because they have vindicated him 
   but putting their own honor on the line. 



In the Parable of the Prodigal Son the younger son brings shame on his whole  
   family.  His father could have dealt with that shame by disowning him. 
Instead he vindicated him and covered his shame with his own honor. 
   He put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet and killed the fattened calf.   
    
Here it is in this passage.  God’s people return to him and he vindicates them. 
   He covers their shame with his honor.  He promises not to allow others to shame. 
This may be a little hard for us to fully grasp in our Western, individualistic guilt  
   culture.  We tend to focus more on the way God forgives our guilt rather than  
   the way he covers our shame. 
But certain when you’ve really blown it and ruined things and brought shame 
   on yourself and God, how wonderful it is to know that through Jesus, 
   he says that never again will you be put to shame. 

So when you return to the Lord after wandering he redeems you through  
   destruction, affirmation, satisfaction, vindication, and last . . .  
MP#5 By restoration 
This is really the controlling image of this whole section and it’s one of the greatest  
   promises in the Bible.  Verses 25 and 26 
I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and 
the cutter, my great army, which I sent among you.  You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and 
praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you.  

When we quote that verse, we usually shorten it and just say: 
   “I will restore to you the years the locusts have eaten.”  That’s what I say. 
But here in the context Joel doesn’t just say locusts, he elaborates on all those  
   life stages of the locust that come in wave after wave. 
He’s reliving how it seemed like things couldn’t get worse, but they did. 
   And how it seemed they had hit rock bottom, but they hadn’t. 

I think he’s reliving the past to show us that we don’t have to. 
   There’s a sense in which what is ruined and wasted in your past doesn’t matter. 
Because God is going to restore and rebuild things in your life supernaturally. 
We’ve all heard testimonies about this, and maybe it would be more effective 
   to end with one of those stories.   
But instead, let me read you something by Martyn Lloyd-Jones. 
   It’s in a sermon he preached about dealing your past sins and failures and   
   especially a sense of regret that you have wasted years and opportunities. 
The title of the sermon is Vain Regrets and in that sermon he says: 



Remember what is perhaps one of the most comforting and wonderful things found anywhere in 
Scripture.  It was spoken to the prophet Joel as he was given that great vision and understanding 
of the coming of Christ, the Christ that was to come.  This was the word he was given to utter: 
‘I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten’ (Joel 2:25).  He has promised to do it; 
He can do it.  The wasted years, the barren years, the years that the locusts and the canker-
worms and the caterpillars and all these other things have devoured, until there was nothing 
apparently left, of them He says: ‘I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten.’   

If you think of it in terms of what you can do with your strength and power, then time is of the 
essence.  But we are in a realm in which that does not matter.  He comes in and He can give us a 
crop in one year that will make up for ten—’I will restore to you the years that the locust hath 
eaten.’  That is the character of our Master, that is our Savior, that is our God.  I say, therefore, 
in the light of this: Never look back again; never waste your time in the present (looking back); 
never waste your energy; forget the past and rejoice in the fact that you are what you are by the 
grace of God, and that in the Divine alchemy of His marvelous grace you may yet have the 
greatest surprise of your life and existence and find that even in your case it will come to pass 
that the last shall be first.  Praise God for the fact that you are what you are, and that you are in 
the Kingdom. 

He can give us a crop in one year that will make up for ten. 
In the Divine alchemy of his marvelous grace you may yet have the greatest 
surprise of your life. 

Do you remember in our study last Sunday of the first half of this chapter we saw 
   that disasters and ruin and destruction are premonitions of the day of judgment? 
Well, this is the other side of that coin. 
All the tastes of God’s grace you have in this life, when he affirms you by  
   answering your prayers, when he satisfies your heart with contentment,  
   when he vindicates you and covers your shame, and when he restores things 
   that you’ve broken—all of those tastes of his grace are foretastes of heaven. 

Jonathan Edwards called heaven a world of love. 


