
“The Day of Pentecost”                                                          November 24, 2019 
Joel 2:28-32   Acts 2:1-24; 36-41 

SI:  Joel is about God getting his people’s attention through a painful event.   
They had wandered away from the Lord, so God sent locusts which devastated 
   the land and shook the foundations of everything the Israelites were counting on. 
And then when they are thoroughly chastened, God said to them: 
   Return to me with all your heart. 
So what happened?  Do they return to the Lord?  Yes they did. 
   And God began to restore them.  He poured out blessing upon blessing. 
   Last week we looked at five blessings that come from returning to God. 
This passage is about one more blessing.  A great blessing. 

Our reading this morning is about the Day of Pentecost. 
We’re reading it because on that day the Apostle Peter quoted Joel 2 and  
   explained its meaning and implications. 
What was Pentecost?   
   It was a pilgrimage feast in the Jewish calendar. 
   Jews from all over the world would come to Jerusalem to worship. 
The word Pentecost means 50 in Greek.   
They called it that because it was celebrated 50 days after Passover. 
   But in the Old Testament it’s called the Feast of Weeks.  
   It was a harvest festival to thank God for the first fruits. 

INTRO:  About 25 years ago Allison and I went out to eat with a couple who 
   were both WWII veterans.  He served in the US Army, she was a WAC. 
They met while stationed in England during preparation for the Normandy  
   invasion.  They fell in love and got married after the war. 
They talked about those war years with a level of detail and intensity as if it had 
   happened yesterday, even though 50 years had passed. 

I asked them why their memories were so vivid and why they talked about that 
   time as if it were the best years of their lives. 
They paused for a moment and thought about it, then he said: 
   England was filled with young people from all over the free world.  
   We all believed we were fighting on the right side of the greatest war in history. 
   We were all ready and willing to make the ultimate sacrifice. 
That sense of purpose and of being part of something bigger than ourselves 
   was an unforgettable experience that shaped the rest of our lives. 
I think we all understand that.   



As human beings we’ve been made in such a way that when we have a sense of  
   purpose and when we are connected to something bigger than ourselves— 
   that’s when we’re truly happy.  
That’s what God wants for us.  That’s what God wants for his people. 
   He doesn’t want us to fritter away our lives with mundane things. 
   He doesn’t want us to make the acquisition of wealth or retiring to Florida  
   the goal of our lives.  He wants us to be a part of something big. 
And he offers us that opportunity if we will take it. 

The Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck said that there are three great works of God: 
   the creation of the world,  
   the incarnation of God the Son,  
   and the third is the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
We get to be part of this third great work of God in a special way 
.   
This passage in Joel 2, which we read earlier in the service, and which we just 
   read again, quoted by the Apostle Peter in his sermon in Acts 2, 
   is one of the most important passages in the Bible. 

So let’s look at this passage under three headings: 
   1.  God’s plan 
   2.  The Spirit’s power 
   3.  The church’s purpose 



MP#1  God’s plan 
When God made his covenant with Abraham, he made a promise. 
Abraham, I will bless you, and through you all nations of the world will be blessed. 
   He promised Abraham that the whole world would be blessed through him. 

But for the next 2,000 years, there was only one nation that knew God. 
   It was only the Israelites who experienced God’s grace and salvation. 
The Bible tells us about a few individuals from surrounding nations who believed.   
   Like Ruth the Moabite.  Namaan the Syrian. 
But there weren’t communities of believers in other nations.   
   There was no church of the living God in Moab or in Syria or in Egypt. 
For all practical purposes, God’s blessings through Abraham were limited  
   to the people of Israel. 

However, during those 2,000 years, God didn’t forget his promise. 
   He reminded Israel about it in various ways, generation after generation. 
Many of the Psalms that have lines that say things like:   
   Praise the LORD all you nations. 
So the Israelites would sing those lines in worship and be reminded— 
   Oh yeah, God cares about all nations and plans to bless them through Abraham. 

This theme also appears in a number of the prophets. 
Isaiah and Micah, for example, prophesy a day when all nations will come  
   streaming to the Lord’s mountain to worship.   
Malachi prophesies that the Lord’s name will be great among the nations from the  
   rising of the sun to the place where it sets.  In other words, all over the world. 
So again and again Israel was reminded that the day would come when the nations 
   would hear God’s voice and believe and be saved. 

Blessing the nations has always been God’s plan.  
In the Book of Revelation, the Apostle John has a vision of the fulfillment  
   of God’s promise to bless all nations at the end of history. 
After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from  
   every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb.  
   They were wearing white robes and . . . they cried out in a loud voice: “Salvation belongs to  
   our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. 
Pentecost is the moment that became possible. 
Pentecost is when the Gospel burst out of its Jewish boundaries and began  
   to move around the world, taking salvation to the four corners of the earth. 
Jerusalem was filled with pilgrims who had come for the feast.  



They were all Jews, but the significant thing is not that they were Jews,  
   but that they had come from all these different countries and people groups 
   and that they spoke many different languages. 
This diverse crowd represented the whole world. 
   Verse 5 says there were devout men from every nation under heaven. 

So what happened?  A great miracle happened. 
The Holy Spirit came on Jesus’ disciples and they were given the supernatural 
   ability to speak languages they did not know. 
They began to tell about Jesus Christ to all these people from different nations. 
   But they weren’t telling them in common Greek or using a translator. 
   They were telling them about Jesus in their own languages, their mother tongues. 

This was a miracle.  It did not continue for long.   
   Perhaps some of the disciples never did it again after that day.   
And of course, now when missionaries go to another country they have to work  
   very hard to learn the language and it takes years to become proficient.    
In the Krenkels’ last newsletter they said they have hit a point of particular  
   difficulty in their study of Arabic.   
This was a miracle.  Miracles are rare and miracles in Scripture are signs.   
   They are intended to reveal something about God and his purposes. 

That’s exactly what Pentecost did.   
It revealed that now at long last, after making the promise to Abraham long before, 
   God finally had everything in place to begin the active phase of his plan to bless  
   all nations. 
Jesus told his disciples before his ascension that when the Spirit came, they would  
   be his witnesses in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.   
And that is precisely what happened. 
   Pentecost provided means for the good news about Jesus to all nations. 

When Luke wrote the book of Acts, the church was small and facing opposition. 
   But because of Pentecost it has grown and spread over the whole world 
   and millions and millions of people in hundreds of languages and diverse cultures 
   are worshipping the God of Abraham and the Lord Jesus Christ.   
We ourselves are here this morning because we are the fruit of Pentecost. 
   This is God’s plan.  To draw men and women and boys and girls from every tribe,  
   language, people, and nation to salvation through Christ. 
This comes into sharper focus when we consider . . .  
MP#2  The power of the Holy Spirit 



Where is the Holy Spirit’s power displayed in this event? 
   You might think it’s in the language miracle. 

Wouldn’t it be amazing if you were suddenly given the ability to speak in the  
   mother tongue of any person you met to tell them about Jesus?! 
You meet an immigrant from India or Asia or Africa who speaks Hindi or  
   Vietnamese or Swahili and instead of talking to him in English,  
   you’re able to talk to him in his heart language, just like a native. 
That’s what it was like on the day of Pentecost. 

But that language miracle is not the greatest display of the Holy Spirit’s power. 
It’s actually in verse 37 
   When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles,  
   “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
That’s the greatest display of the Spirit’s power, when people are cut to the heart. 

I want to read something written by some pioneer missionaries in China in 1908.   
   “A power has come into the church that we cannot control.  It is a miracle for a stolid, self-
righteous Chinese man to go out of his way to confess to sins that no torture could force from 
him; for a Chinese man to demean himself, to crave, weeping, the prayers of his fellow-
believers is beyond all human explanation.  Perhaps you will say it’s a sort of religious hysteria.  
So did some of us.  But here we are, about sixty Scottish and Irish Presbyterians who have seen 
it – all shades of temperament – and, much as many of us shrank from it at first, everyone who 
has seen and heard what we have, every day last week, is certain there is only one explanation – 
that it is God’s Holy Spirit manifesting himself.  One clause of the Apostles Creed that lives 
before us now in all its inevitable, awful solemnity is, ‘I believe in the Holy Ghost.’”  

These missionaries understood the shame and honor culture of Asia. 
So for Chinese men to honestly acknowledge their moral failure, 
   and cry out to God for forgiveness, 
   and plead with other people to pray for them—  
It was so out of character and such a culturally unacceptable thing to do, 
   that at first even some of the missionaries thought it was religious hysteria.   
   But then they realized.  No, we’re witnessing the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Jews who had gathered in Jerusalem were very satisfied with themselves. 
   They would have happily admitted they weren’t perfect.  Nobody’s perfect. 
But they were at the Pentecost feast for goodness sake. 
Religion had always been for them way of getting God’s approval 
   and surely God was pleased with them their devotion. 
They had no inkling that their lives were offensive to God and that they  



   were under his judgment.   
But as they listened to Peter, the Holy Spirit convinced them of the truth of what he 
   was saying.  For the first time they began to realize the depth of their moral  
   failure and how all their religion was actually an affront to God. 
They realized they needed to be reconciled to God and they needed God’s  
   forgiveness for their sins but they didn’t know how to get it. 

When Peter said the only way for them to get God’s forgiveness is through Jesus 
   Christ that should have been a deal killer.   
They knew Jesus had been rejected by the Jewish religious leadership. 
   He was a failed Messiah.  A crucified Messiah. 
But when Peter preached that his death was the sacrifice for their sins 
   and that he had been raised to life by the power of God—they believed. 

The Holy Spirit demolished their self righteousness. 
   He stripped away their self satisfaction and peace. 
And he made it abundantly clear that there was nothing for them to do but to  
   confess their sins and plead for salvation from the only one who could give it to  
   them—Jesus Christ. 

You may think that there’s nothing miraculous Christian conversion. 
   People convert to other religions.  Yes, but why do they do they convert?  
People convert to Buddhism.  Why?  As a philosophy for avoiding pain. 
   Buddha said, “He who has no love, has no woe.”  Avoid all attachments. 
Many conversions to Islam have been through coercion and the desire for power. 
   Islam offers no miraculous salvation, only rules and rituals for ordering life. 

But the Holy Spirit convinces people of their sin and moral bankruptcy before God. 
   He does that even though the default mode of human heart is self-righteousness.   
And then he convinces people that Jesus Christ is the Creator God himself, come 
   to earth in human flesh, and that he was crucified for our sin, and that he rose  
   from the dead—it’s a crazy story!—But the Holy Spirit convinces you. 
And then he convinces you that God loves you and to respond in faith to him. 

That’s the power of the Holy Spirit—to draw people to God in Christ. 
   If he’s done that to your heart, then you’ve experienced a personal miracle. 
And that means something wonderful, which becomes clear when we look at  
   the third point . . . 
MP#3  The church’s purpose 
Let’s focus now on the Joel passage itself. 



Remember the context.   
The Israelites had wandered away from God morally, spiritually, and they had 
   suffered terribly from the locust plague.   
In that time of great need God said:  Return to me.   
   And they obviously did, because God starts pouring out blessings on them. 

Then God says:  Now, I have one more blessing in store for you. 
   It might not come in your generation, but it’s coming.   
   I’m going to pour out my Holy Spirit on you. 
What happens to them when the Holy Spirit is poured out?   
   They all become prophets:  young and old, men and women. 

What was the primary role of the Old Testament prophets? 
It wasn’t to tell the future.  They certainly did that.   
   But even when they did it was only to enhance and emphasize their main job— 
   which was preaching the gospel. 
The message of the great prophets of old was the good news of God’s grace. 
   God loves you and he offers you forgiveness and life if you repent and believe. 
   And he’s going to accomplish this through the Messiah who is to come. 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

Joel says one day all God’s people will be prophets. 
   Boys and girls, men and women, young and old, all will prophesy the good news. 
   Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

So what about these accompanying signs, wonders in the heavens and earth, 
   blood and fire and billows of smoke, sun turned to darkness, moon to blood? 
It’s prophetic symbolism that means the world is going to be turned upside down 
   by this message.  The order of things is going to be shaken. 
And this will pave the way for what?   
   The day of the Lord.  The return of the king.  The second coming of Jesus Christ. 

Remember my opening story about the WWII couple? 
As a Christian you are on the right side of the greatest war in history. 
   The war between the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light. 
As a Christian you get to liberate people from hell through the good news 
   of God’s love. 
The Holy Spirit makes you a prophet in your home with your children,  
   and in your socializing with your friends,  
   and in conversations with your co-workers, 



   as you share with them your hope in Jesus Christ. 

Also, just like a real war, there are people you get to partner with who are the tip of  
   the spear in particularly hard places.  I’m talking about our missionary partners. 
You get to participate in their prophetic work through your finances and prayers. 
   You get to share in their struggles and victories. 
   Tonight the Cheely family is with us, we’ll hear about their work. 

We were in Chile last month visiting our missionaries Verne and Alina Marshall. 
They had a book about the aftermath of the communist insurgency in Peru during  
   the 1980s.  It was written by professor at Harvard. 
The reason the Marshalls had it is because Verne grew up in Peru. 
   His parents Harry and Florence Marshall went to Peru in 1950 as missionaries and  
   started working in the area that would become the epicenter for this terrible war. 
They had to learn the Quechua Indian language, which is compared in difficulty to  
   Japanese.  They worked for 30 years with a few other Presbyterian missionaries. 
   There were also missionaries from the Assembly of God in that area. 

In 1980 the communist revolution became so violent that all Western missionaries  
   had to leave that part of Peru.  Harry and Florence Marshall left and retired to US. 
Throughout the 80s terrible atrocities were committed in the mountains of Peru,. 
   both by the communists and by the Peruvian armed forces. 
   This book I mentioned documents the devastation. 

But then there is a chapter in the book that tells another story: 
   In 1980, on the eve of the internal armed conflict, only 4 percent of the rural population 
identified as Evangélico.  A mere decade later, the majority of people in the alturas of Huanta 
were hermanos and hermanas.  While the Catholic churches lay in ruins, one of the priorities 
when people rebuilt their communities was the construction of one, two, perhaps three 
Evangelical churches.  Some were Presbyterian, others Assembly of God, Prince of Peace, or 
the Pentecostal Church of Peru.  However, when asked which church they belonged to, although 
people might point to a different rustic building, they uniformly replied they were 
“evangélicos.” 
Marshalls were just in Peru, working on establishment of a new seminary for  
   Quechua Indian pastors.  They said the church is strong. 
We weren’t there, but that’s our team.   
That’s the work of the same Holy Spirit who has been poured out on our church 
   and on your life if you are a follower of Christ. 

On the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit’s power was unleashed on this world, 



   and ever since then the kingdom of Jesus Christ has been advancing. 
In spite of setbacks and opposition and failures of every kind, it’s advancing. 
   And we get to be part of that. 

If you aren’t a follower of Jesus Christ and have not received the gift of his Spirit, 
   I want to plead with you as Peter did to save yourself from this corrupt generation. 
After the service I would love to talk to you and pray with you.   
    Our elders will be here after communion, they can pray with you too. 
Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
   This morning you can become part of something great by giving your life  
   to Jesus. 


