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Luke 23:13-25 

SI:  It’s four weeks until Easter. 
We’re spending each Lord’s day leading up to Christ’s resurrection  
   by meditating on his suffering for us. 
We’re trying to see how each stage of his suffering or each facet of his suffering 
   was part of his substitutionary work, atoning for our sins. 
Not just the cross and the crucifixion , but everything about his passion was for us. 



INTRO:  Matthew tells us an interesting detail that Luke leaves out. 
“While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message:  ‘Don’t have 
anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because 
of him.’” 

What was her bad dream?  The Bible doesn’t tell us. 
But English writer Dorothy Sayers once imagined what bad dream might have been. 
   In a play Dorothy Sayers wrote about the life of Christ she depicts Pilate’s wife as  
   eager for husband to make name for himself. 
She wants him to rise in Roman politics and become famous and important. 

Sayers imagines Pilate’s wife having a dream in which she hears a vast multitude 
   of people chanting her husband’s name in hundreds of different languages— 
   “Pontius Pilate, Pontius Pilate, Pontius Pilate.” 
And in her sleep she smiles, because it seems that her husband has finally 
   achieved the fame and recognition that she craves for him. 

But then her dream turns dark and frightening. 
   Because she hears more clearly what this multitude is chanting 
   in all these different languages— 
It’s not praise, it’s an accusation . . .  
   “suffered under Pontius Pilate, suffered under Pontius Pilate . . .” 

Of course, you know that phrase:  “Suffered under Pontius Pilate” 
   You’ve said it hundreds times, it’s in the Apostles Creed. 
Dorothy Sayers’ point is that Pilate’s wife’s dream came true. 
   Her husband did become famous.  He’s the most famous Roman of all. 
   He’s more famous than Julius Caesar or Cicero or Mark Antony 
Millions of people all over the world have spoken his name throughout the  
   centuries.  But it was not the recognition wanted. 

This raises an interesting theological question. 
Why did the early church think it was so important to include that phrase, 
   in the Apostles Creed:  “suffered under Pontius Pilate”? 
Apostles Creed, like all historic creeds, was a summary of the Christian faith.   
   The early church was trying to say:  This is the Christian faith in a nutshell.    
There are lots of things in Bible,  
   but these are essential truths on which our faith  stands or falls. 

It’s easy to understand why the Apostles Creed says:  “Born of the virgin Mary” 



   The virgin birth is a pillar of our faith. 
It affirms that Jesus was both fully human and sinless at the same time. 
But why, out of all the details in Bible, and all details about Christ’s life— 
   why did early church think essential to affirm the Jesus suffered under Pilate? 

Here’s the answer:  
Because Pilate was Jesus’ judge. 
Jesus had to face a judge in order for God’s salvation plan to be complete. 
   If Jesus hadn’t suffered under a judge, then you would have no hope of salvation. 

You would not only stand exposed and guilty before the judgment of God,  
   you would also be powerless against all of the lesser judgments leveled against  
   you that are foreshadowings of the final judgment.   

Early church had it right when affirmed that one of the pillars of the faith is 
   that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate.   
And this must be something that you also believe in. 
   You must believe that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate for you. 

Let’s look at this under two headings.  Let’s consider: 
   1.  Why it was necessary for Jesus to suffer judgment. 
   2.  How his judgment helps you face the lesser judgments of life. 



MP#1  Why it was necessary for Jesus to suffer judgment 
In the simplest terms:  The reason Jesus had to stand before a judge 
   is because one day you are going to have to stand before a judge. 
Every person will be summoned to stand before God’s judgment seat 
   and give an account for his or her life.   

If you took a concordance and looked up the words judge, judgment, justice— 
   you would discover that it is one of the major themes of Scripture. 
Just a few examples. 
The Lord will judge the ends of the earth.   1 Sam 2   
This will take place on the day when God will judge men’s secrets.   Rom 2   
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare  
   before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.  Heb 4 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is  
   due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 2 Cor 5 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened . . . 
   The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books.  Rev 20 

Jesus himself often talked about judgment.  
   He talked more about judgment than anyone else in the Bible. 
But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word 
they have spoken.  For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be 
condemned.  Mt 12   

Many people reject the notion of God judging people.   
In Tim Keller’s book, The Reason for God he says judgment is one of the  
   major objections to Christianity that he dealt with as a pastor in NYC.   
Keller does a good job arguing that if there is no divine judgment then that means 
   there is no justice and wrongs will never be set right.  That truly is intolerable.   
And he also argues that a final judgment gives immense moral weight to everything  
   we do, every thought, every word.   
It makes every human life and every decision fraught with eternal importance. 
   Those are good big picture arguments for this biblical doctrine. 

But let’s focus on something else.   
   Let’s look at the judgment Jesus received from Pilate and what it means for us. 
There has probably never been a trial in all human history like Jesus’ trial.   
   Sometimes his trial is called a kangaroo court, but that’s not accurate. 
   This was not a kangaroo court.   

A kangaroo court is where everybody knows the person is innocent, even the judge,  



   but the judge plays along and pronounces the person guilty to give a facade of  
   legality for their execution. 
Pilate didn’t do that.  He didn’t play along and say: Yes, this man is plotting 
   rebellion against the Roman Empire so he deserves to die.   

Sometimes this situation referred to as a lynch mob.  But that’s not accurate either. 
A lynch mob is when a violent crowd rejects a court’s innocent verdict and snatches  
   the person away by force to murder them. 
That didn’t happen either because this mob shouting for Jesus death didn’t have 
   the power to do that.  They wanted to, but Pilate had a garrison of Roman soldiers  
   in Jerusalem and he was in complete control.  They couldn’t touch Jesus. 

It wasn’t a kangaroo court, it wasn’t a lynch mob. 
Instead, Jesus was declared innocent and then sentenced to death.   
   When has that ever happened?  
Over and over the Pilate affirmed Jesus’ innocence. 
   He said:  I find no basis for a charge against this man. 
   He said it again:  I have examined him and have found no basis for your charges. 
   Neither has Herod, he sent him back.  Innocence affirmed by another court. 
   He has done nothing to deserve death.  
Then Luke says, for the third time Pilate spoke to them: 
   I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty.   
Three pronouncements of innocence by a Roman judge. 
But after making those pronouncements of innocence, he condemned Jesus to death. 

And there’s one final detail.  Instead of releasing Jesus, Pilate released the man  
   Barabbas who was in prison awaiting crucifixion for insurrection and murder. 
What does all this mean?  Let me give you one word:  Substitution. 
The essential thing about all of Jesus’ suffering is that he was fulfilling God’s  
   salvation plan by putting himself in our place and suffering on our behalf the  
   penalty we deserved. 

This is the heart of our faith.  The Prophet Isaiah said: 
   He was wounded for our transgression, he was crushed for our iniquities, the  
   punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his stripes we are healed.   
He’s the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
   He was condemned to death for sin, but not for his sin.   
   Jesus had to be judged so that he could save people who face judgment. 
By the amazing accounting of God’s grace, when you put your faith in Jesus, 
   his judgment before Pilate becomes your judgment before God. 



If you trust Jesus and believe in him, then God will count Jesus’ judgment  
   as your judgment. 
So that even though you are actually a guilty sinner and law-breaker, 
   and deserving of death, even though you’re Barabbas— 
God will acquit you and release you because Jesus has already suffered  
   judgment for you. 

On the great Day of Judgment, when all men and angels stand before God 
   to given an account, the good news for you will be—your final judgment has  
   already happened.  Your sentence has already been passed and served. 
It happened in a Roman courtroom in downtown Jerusalem 2000 years ago 
   with Pontius Pilate presiding.   

Why would Jesus do this for us?   
   Why would he take our place and face judgment for us?  Because he loves us. 
   Why would God give his Son for us like this?  Because he loves us.   

And you may wonder how this substitution works, and it is hard to explain. 
But if you think about it, all life-changing love requires substitution.  
When you love a troubled person or a hurting person, whether their pain is  
   emotional or financial or even physical, if you really love them, there is a transfer. 
Some of their trouble and pain comes on you, even as your strength flows to them. 
   If a person is lonely or penniless or grieving and you reach out to that person in 
   love then some of that will attach itself to you.   

I hope you see in our study of the passion that every part of Jesus’ suffering  
   was for you, not just the cross. 
When you affirm:  “I believe he suffered under Pontius Pilate” 
   Say those words with joy.  That’s your judgment too. 
   You can face God unafraid—bold in that great day. 

But I think there is an even more immediate benefit to believing  
   and understanding Jesus’ judgment for you—brings us to second point. 



MP#2  How Christ’s judgment helps you face the lesser judgments of life. 
We’ve been talking about God’s judgment, his record of every human life 
   and the final day of judgment when everyone must give an account.  
But there are lesser judgments that people face in the here and now. 
   Even people who don’t believe in God experience these judgments. 
   It’s one of the evils of life in a fallen world and it causes a lot of misery. 
I want to talk about two of them and apply them to us— 
   the judgments of other people and the judgment of ourselves. 

Sometimes judgments come from other people 
For all of us, there are people whose judgments about us we live and die for. 
   More than anything else, want to be judged found acceptable in their eyes. 
It’s different for everyone.  For some of you it’s your parents. 
   “If only my father would tell me he loves me, or is proud of me.” 
   That’s the judgment that dominates your life.   
For some of you it’s what your children think of you, or your peers, or people of the  
   of opposite sex.  
I can get a favorable judgment from them, then my life will be worth living. 

This leads people to do all sorts of things that hurt themselves and other. 
I’m sure many of you have heard about the college admissions scandal that has  
   been in the news recently.  Wealthy parents in all sorts of shenanigans to get  
   their children into prestigious universities.   
I read one article that claimed the motivation for many of them was the desire for 
   a favorable judgment within their social circles.  
They wanted to be able to say at the cocktail party, My son or my daughter is in  
   such and such a school and get approving nods from people who matter.   

Last Sunday I told you the story of Bob Peterson, the PCA minister who was in  
   foster homes and eventually was adopted by that loving couple. 
In telling his story he described his mother as someone who was always looking 
   for love in all the wrong places.  She craved the favorable judgments of men. 
   She wanted them to desire her, need her, find her beautiful and attractive. 
And obviously the men she found told her what she wanted to hear but they didn’t 
   mean it.  And after they were done with her, she had to find another man who  
   would look at her and judge her desirable. 

I know a man who so much wanted the favorable judgments of his peers that he  
   became a workaholic and built a big construction co. and made a lot of money. 
He became a big man in his town and all the people whose judgments he craved 



   wanted to do business with him.   
But he neglected his family and his wife almost divorced him and for a while his  
   kids hated him.  That story actually had a good ending.   
God bankrupted his business and all the favorable judgments of the people who  
   mattered turned into condemnation.  Through that he saw the truth and came back 
   to the Lord and to his family.   

Why are people this way?  Why do they live and die for favorable judgments? 
  It’s because all people sense, consciously or subconsciously, the judgment of God. 
I read that verse from Hebrews 4 a minute ago:   
   Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare  
   before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.   
Everybody feels God’s eyes.  Even if they don’t know that’s what they are feeling. 
   So they look for the favorable judgment of substitute eyes to acquit them  
   of their sense of guilt or inadequacy or shame or failure. 
And even as Christians we do this.  

The only way you can face these judgments of other people and not be dominated  
   by them so they control your peace and happiness is to know that Jesus was  
   judged for you. 
He was innocent, but judged guilty, so that you who are guilty may be found 
   found innocent and righteous in God’s eyes.   

When that starts to sink in—Through Christ, I’ve been judged and found right— 
   it gives you a place where you can stand so that the judgments of other people 
   don’t matter so much.   
If the people who matter judge you harshly and don’t approve—you’re not crushed. 
And if the people who matter praise you—you’re not insanely happy. 
   You’re balanced. 
   Because you know the most important judgment is one have in Christ. 

Sometimes you face judgments you level against yourself 
Sometimes when we sin, especially when that sin involves a significant failure— 
   when we fail as friend or parent or spouse—the self-judgment is devastating. 
We replay that failure and pile on the self-judgment. 
   Sometimes we say or think:  I can’t forgive myself. 
   Have you ever said that?  Heard someone say it?  I can’t forgive myself. 

When you peel back the layers under that statement  
what you often find is that what you are really saying is:   



   I can’t believe I did that.   
   That’s not the kind of person I thought I was. 
   That’s not me. 
That disappointment in discovering that you are not the self-controlled person,  
   or the loving, generous person thought you were comes like a crushing judgment. 
What kind of son am I to do this to my parents? 
   What kind of brother am I, what kind of father am I, what kind of husband am I? 
   Or what kind of a Christian am I? 

Have you ever asked those questions?  They feel like a judge banging his gavel.   
   Guilty.  Condemned.   
When you are in the depths of self-judgment, you have to confess your faith 
   in Jesus’ judgment for you.  I’m suffering under this guilt and shame but Jesus 
   suffered for me under Pontius Pilate. 
When you get that, it lifts you.  But it does so in a surprising way. 

Because it lifts you by first taking you even farther down. 
   You start to see that the heart of your self-judgment is really pride. 
Why did I do that?  I’m not that kind of person.  That’s not me. 
   Yes it is.  You are that kind of person. 
And that’s exactly why Jesus suffered judgment for you. 
   When you admit that, embrace his substitutionary suffering—it lifts you. 
   And you self-judgment starts to dissolve. 

The Apostle Paul wrote this to some of his critics in a church: 
   “I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court;  
   indeed, I do no even judge myself.  It is the Lord who judges me.” 
The reason the Lord’s judgment is a comfort and not a terror is because  
   his judgment of you has already happened— 
Jesus was declared innocent and sentenced to death 
   so that who are guilty could be acquitted and declared righteous. 
When that great substitution sinks in, all lesser judgments fade away. 

If you were on trial for murder and you were acquitted and walking out of the court  
   house a free man, and someone from the DMV came running out shouting that 
   there’s a judgment against you for not paying your car tag on time— 
You would laugh.  You would say:  I’ve just been acquitted of a great crime. 
That petty judgment doesn’t bother me.   
You need to be able to use Jesus’ judgment for you in the same way. 
   You need to use it to deal with all the lesser judgments that come against you 



   and threaten your peace and experience of God’s grace. 

John Calvin said: 
The Son of God stood as a criminal before mortal men and permitted himself to be accused and 
condemned that we might stand boldly before God.   

As we come to the Lord’s Table this morning, come with joy. 
   The great judgment of life has been settled and you’ve been acquitted. 
Bring to the table all the judgments of other people that dominate you 
   and the self-judgments that crush you, and give them to Jesus who suffered 
   judgment in your place.


