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SI:  It’s three weeks until Easter. 
We’re spending each Lord’s day leading up to Christ’s resurrection  
   by meditating on his suffering for us. 
We’re trying to see how each stage of his suffering or each facet of his suffering 
   was part of his substitutionary work, atoning for our sins. 
Not just the cross and the crucifixion , but everything about his passion was for us. 

Our reading this morning has one detail that Matthew, Mark, and Luke all mention.  
   They all tell how Jesus was so weakened by pain he couldn’t carry the cross 
   and someone had to carry it for him. 

But there is another detail that is only found in the Gospel of Luke.   
On his way to be crucified, Jesus had one final sermon.   
   It was short.  He didn’t have much time, but it was a real sermon. 
   Let’s read it.  Listen to God’s word. 



INTRO:  I have never suffered excruciating physical or emotional pain. 
I know some of you have, but I haven’t.   
   God’s been merciful to me in that regard. 
But if I ever do, I’m sure I won’t be able to think about anything but myself, 
   because that’s how I respond just to minor pain. 
If I get a migraine or get nauseated, or if I feel depressed or anxious— 
   I turn in on myself and that’s all I can think about.     
So I can only imagine how that tendency would be magnified under an  
   extreme situation.  I would probably let the pain block out everything else. 

The Lord Jesus was suffering excruciating physical and emotional pain.   
   The flogging had cut the flesh of his back to ribbons. 
   The crown of thorns had pierced his head and covered his face with blood. 
   He was exhausted from the loss of blood and lack of sleep. 
On top of this was the strain of his arrest and being dragged in front of one hostile  
   crowd after another, the mockery, the spitting, the isolation from friends. 
He was anticipating what lay ahead, having his hands and feet nailed to the wood— 
   what would that feel like—and then being hung up there for hours waiting to die. 

The Romans forced those who were being crucified to carry their cross to the place 
   of execution.  And believe me, no man in the world would have been more  
   determined to carry it all the way than Jesus.   
He was determined not to allow anything to get in the way of him fully  
   accomplishing his mission of salvation. 
So the fact that he couldn’t carry his cross is an indication of just how terribly  
   he was hurting at this moment.   
Of course the Roman soldiers weren’t about to carry the cross, so they seized 
   Jewish man who was coming into Jerusalem at that moment and forced him 
   to carry it.  They could do this because they were the occupying force. 
You couldn’t tell Roman soldiers no.  He was in wrong place at wrong time. 
   We’ll talk more about Simon of Cyrene later.  

Here’s what I’m driving at. 
Most human beings, in this much pain and under this much strain, would have  
   turned in on themselves by this time.   
Their eyes would still be seeing the crowds and their ears would still be hearing the  
   noises, the voices and the shouts—but it would seem like they were in a tunnel or  
   under water.  
‘ 
They wouldn’t be connecting with and engaging other people. 



But what did Jesus do?   
Luke says he turned.  There were a large number of people following him including 
   women who were mourning and wailing.  Jesus turned around and spoke to them. 
As I said earlier, this wasn’t a conversation, this was a sermon. 
   His last sermon. 
   He preached to them.   

What was his message?   
What was so important to Jesus Christ that he was compelled to communicate it  
   even in that moment of extreme pain and duress? 
It must have been something he thought was very important. 

Let’s look at Jesus’ last sermon under to points. 
   First, the theme of his last sermon 
   Second, the application of his last sermon 



MP#1  The theme of Jesus’ last sermon 
The theme is judgment.  God’s judgment.  The wrath of God against sinners. 
A crowd was following Jesus to his crucifixion. 
   Some of them were against him, but there were still lots of people who admired  
   him and who didn’t approved of what was being done to him. 
And there were a sizable number of women who were mourning and wailing.   

Jesus had many disciples who were women, but they were mostly from Galilee.  
   These were women from Jerusalem.  Jesus calls them daughters of Jerusalem. 
   So it’s unlikely many of them had made a personal faith commitment to Jesus.   
But they were kind and sympathetic and they recognized this was an injustice.  
   Here was a young Jewish man, one of their own, betrayed by fellow Jews and 
   being killed by the Romans. 
Their hearts went out to this innocent man in his suffering.   

Jesus turns and says to them:  Daughters of Jerusalem, 
   do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 
   We’re going to come back to that.   
Let’s focus on why he tells them to weep for themselves and their children. 
   He says three things.  We’ll take them in order. 

First he says, Weep for yourselves because the time will come when you will say,  
   ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed.’ 
Women in that day considered childlessness to be a curse. 
   They longed to be mothers more than anything else. 
   So what could possibly happen that would make them say rather be barren?   
It would have to be seeing something terrible happening to their children.   

What Jesus was alluding to was the coming destruction of Jerusalem.   
   This is the seventh time in Luke he says God’s judgment is going to fall on the  
   people of Jerusalem for their rejection of the prophets and ultimately of Messiah. 
Jesus is saying that when Jerusalem is judged, childless women will consider  
   themselves fortunate, because they won’t have t watch their own children suffer. 

Forty years after Christ, this prophecy was fulfilled.   
The Jews had rejected God’s salvation through the Messiah, so how did they try to  
   save themselves?  Politics.  People often look to politics as their god to save. 
They revolted against the Romans so in 70 AD emperor Titus besieged Jeru. 
   Horrible things happened to the people in the city. 
The historian Josephus, who was there, actually working for the Romans, 



   records numerous events that took place.   
He tells about a wealthy Jewish woman in Jerusalem who was driven out of  
   her mind by starvation.   
She killed her nursing child, roasted the body and devoured half of it. 
   Other starving people smelled cooking meat and rushed into the house and  
   saw the awful sight.   
You can easily understand mothers in Jerusalem would have wished they had never 
   had children at all when these kinds of things were happening all round them.  

When Titus heard about this incident he swore to his gods that he would not leave 
   one stone standing on another in a city where mothers did such things. 
And he kept that oath.  He leveled Jerusalem.   
   Josephus says almost a million people lost their lives.   
   Even though Titus was a pagan king, he was fulfilling God’s work of judgment.   

Then Jesus says something else about that judgment. 
   They will say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 
   That’s a verse in the Old Testament book of Hosea that Jesus quotes. 
When Hosea said that he was prophesying judgment on another city that had 
   rejected God, the city of Samaria.   
What Hosea is saying and what Jesus affirms is that when people finally have to  
   come before God they’re going to beg to be annihilated rather than face his wrath  
   for their sins unforgiven. 

It’s interesting that this verse is found three times in the Bible. 
   That’s an indication of how important God thinks it is for us.   
The first time was when the prophet Hosea said it. 
The second time is here in Luke when Jesus quoted it before crucifixion, 
Do you know the third place?  It’s the book of Revelation, chapter 6. 

In that chapter many terrible events are mentioned—wars, famines, economic and  
   environmental disasters—and they are all depicted as God’s judgments in history.   
The destruction of Samaria was a foretaste of the final judgment. 
The fall of Jerusalem was a foretaste of the final judgment. 
   All disasters and horrors manmade and natural are foretastes of final judgment.  
And then comes the climax on the day of judgment itself. 
   Here’s how it’s described: 
   There was a great earthquake.  The sun turned black like sackcloth . . . the whole moon turned 
blood red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a 
strong wind.  The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was 



removed from its place.  Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the 
mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains.  
They called to the mountains and the rocks,  “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who 
sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!   For the great day of their wrath has come, 
and who can stand?” 

There it is again, people on the day of judgment calling out that they would rather 
   be annihilated and be buried under mountains than face God with their sins  
   unforgiven—but it’s too late, the day has come. 

And then Jesus says one more thing: 
   For if men do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry? 
What does that mean?   
   Well, if you’ve ever built a fire, you know dry wood is more flammable than  
   green wood.  A dry old stick burns faster and hotter than a living branch  
   broken off a tree. 

In this analogy Jesus is comparing himself to the green, living tree, 
   and these people of Jerusalem are the old dry wood. 
He’s saying look at me.  I’m innocent.  I don’t personally deserve to be punished. 
   I’m bearing the guilt of sin but it’s not my personal guilt, it’s the guilt of my 
   people who I am bearing as their representative. 
I’m willingly going to the cross for the salvation of my people. 

Even so, look how terribly I am suffering under God’s judgment for sins I didn’t  
   commit.  So what will it be like for those people who actually deserve it? 
   What will God do to the people who have rejected his salvation? 
Here’s how one famous preacher put it: 
   If the innocent Jesus suffered thus, what will be the fate of the guilty? 

There are many people in our day who find the idea of divine judgment so absurd 
   that they don’t even think about it at all.  It never enters into their minds. 
But everywhere we look we see foreshadowings of God’s judgment. 
   We see people suffering for their sins, even suffering for sins our culture no  
   longer wants to call sin.   
Judgment is woven into the fabric of human life and history and judgment 
   will be the culmination of history and of every human life. 
That was the theme of Jesus’ last sermon. 
MP#2  So now let’s consider the application of his last sermon 
A sermon is not a sermon if it doesn’t answer the question: 



   What do you want me to do? 
What did Jesus want the daughters of Jerusalem to do? 
   And what did he want everyone who was there that day and heard him to do? 
   And what does he want us to do, who are reading his words 2000 years later? 

He says:  Don’t weep for me, weep for yourselves and for your children. 
   What does that mean? 
These women had sympathetic hearts. 
   They were moved by injustice and human suffering. 
Jesus wasn’t opposed to that.  Of course we have to have sympathy for people who  
   are suffering—even when it’s caused by their own bad decisions. 

Jesus was saying sincere feelings can’t save you from God’s judgment. 
Lots of people have sincere religious feelings or feelings of spirituality. 
Or they have sincere emotional responses to important causes or to helping others. 
   And those are good as far as they go, but they can’t save you from judgment. 
And even more specifically, you could even have positive feelings toward  
   Christianity or Christian worship or even toward Jesus himself and his teaching— 
   and that wouldn’t save you from judgment either. 
Because sincerity doesn’t deal with your guilt before God. 

Jesus says:  Weep for yourself. 
   That means repent of your sins.  Feel sorry for your sins.   
See how you haven’t loved God with all your heart, soul, strength and mind, 
   see how you haven’t loved your neighbor as yourself— 
   and ask God to forgive you through Jesus. 
That’s the only way to face judgment.   
   To be forgiven in Jesus who suffered judgment for you on the cross. 

And then Jesus says weep for your children. 
That means, be concerned about other people who are also facing judgment and 
   who need repentance and forgiveness through Jesus. 
He specifically mentions your children, because he’s appealing to the love you 
   already have for people who are near and dear to you.   
   Love them enough tell them about Jesus. 

Rather than trying to give your children heaven on earth,  
   love them and teach them to live like people who know judgment is coming. 
Help them to understand how sad it will be for anyone who dies and goes to  
   judgment without ever believing in Jesus. 



The best gift any parent can give a child is a living example of faith in Christ. 
   How dreadful it will be for parents who don’t do this.   
   They’ll be like the mothers in Jerusalem who wished had never born children. 

The only way we can have this perspective is to really believe in the judgment. 
   And that’s a challenge.  Because this is so unpleasant. 
There have always been people who have wished we could eradicate the message of  
   judgment from the Christian faith. 
You can always find people in the church arguing for Christianity without judgment  
   and without hell. 

Usually the way they argue for it is to say we know God is love 
   And Jesus came into this world because he loves us. 
Surely a God of love wouldn’t punish unrepentant people so severely. 
   God’s love will include everybody in the end.  
   Nobody will face judgment in the end.  Because God is love.  

I wish the Bible didn’t teach God’s judgment and the eternal punishment of  
   unrepentant people who haven’t found forgiveness in Christ. 
   If I could change one part of the Bible, that’s what I’d change. 
The Bible tells us that God himself wishes it were otherwise. 
   It says that he does not desire the death of the wicked but that all would come 
   to repentance and to the knowledge of the truth. 

But, the gloomy reality of judgment is everywhere in the Bible.  Everywhere. 
And no one taught it more relentlessly than the Lord Jesus himself. 
   Jesus didn’t think God’s judgment was inconsistent with God’s love. 
Here is Jesus, the king of love on his way to death for us, 
   and he pauses in the midst of his personal agony to warn these sincere women that  
   judgment that will come to them and their children if they stay in their sins. 

If there is no judgment, then what Jesus did and said makes no sense. 
   If there is no judgment, the meaning of the cross collapses.   
   Why would Jesus die to save us if there’s no judgment to be saved from?   

So in spite of what we might want to be true or wish to be true about God 
   and judgment and hell—it’s best for us to believe the words of Jesus about 
   this subject.   
After all, he descended into hell for us on the cross. 



I told you at the beginning that we would come back to Simon, the Jewish man 
   who was seized by the Roman solders and forced to carry Jesus’ cross.  
Whatever happened to him?    
It says the soldiers made him carry it behind Jesus. 
   So that means when Jesus turned to preach his last sermon to the women, 
   who was on the front pew?  Simon was. 
He heard every word.  But did he listen?   

When Mark tells about Simon carrying Jesus’ cross, he says to his first readers. 
And you know who Simon is, don’t you?  The father of Alexander and Rufus. 
   Who were obviously two well known church members. 
And then Paul, at the end of his letter to the Roman church says: 
   Greet Rufus, chose in the Lord, and his mother who has been a mother to me too. 

Could it be that Simon heard Jesus’ last sermon, and he wept for himself and his  
   children, he trusted Jesus, repented of his sins and then told his family? 
And his sons became pillars in the church, and his wife became a woman of such 
   wisdom that she was even a spiritual mother to the Apostle Paul? 
We can’t be 100% sure but I like it.   

And wouldn’t it be just like God to do that?   
To save a man and his family through his beloved Son’s last sermon. 
   Of course that would be just like God. 
   Because he delights in pouring out his grace on the generations. 

So let me ask you one last question.   
Have you found shelter from the coming storm? 
   Are you protected, safe, secure in Jesus? 
   Have you entered the ark which is Jesus, to be safe from floodwaters? 
Judgment is coming.   
   It’s already here in history and one day will be the final visitation. 
   Trust Jesus and he will save you.  


