
“Christ’s Passion: Dead and Buried”                                           April 14, 2019 
Luke 23:44-56 

SI:  Holy Week Service this Wednesday at 7:00 

We have seen how every aspect of Jesus’ suffering from the Garden of  
   Gethsemane to the cross was for his people.   
Today we come to Jesus’ death and burial. 

Through the ages, when Christians have said the Apostles’ Creed, 
   one of the pillars of our faith is that we believe Jesus was crucified, 
   dead, and buried. 
That’s not just a repetition of historical facts— 
   Buddha was dead and buried, 
   Mohammed was dead and buried, 
   Jesus was dead and buried.  

When we say:  I believe Jesus was crucified, dead and buried— 
   we are affirming that his burial was for us and that  
   saving benefits flow to us through his burial.   
Something redemptive happened in his burial. 



INTRO:  I know you’ve heard the expression “bury the hatchet.”   
It comes from an American Indian custom that was practiced when two warring  
   parties decided to end their hostilities. 
In a public ceremony the chiefs or leaders of each side would dig a hole,  
   and in that hole they would bury some of the weapons they had used against each  
   other.  They would literally bury the hatchet. 
I thought that was just a made-up saying, but I Googled it there are actually some  
   written accounts by early white settlers who witnessed Indian tribes doing this. 
Burying the hatchet symbolizes that the hatchet is dead. 
   You could say it seals or marks the end of the hostility between warring parties. 

When someone dies, your relationship with that person ends.   
But it is the burial of the deceased person that marks the end of your relationship, 
   It puts a seal of finality on the person’s death and on your relationship.  
So burial is more than just a practical step, it is a powerful symbol of finality.   
   It marks the end.   

Have you ever noticed how a family’s grief changes after a loved one is buried?  
   The finality of what has happened begins to sink in.   
   Before the burial the family is grieving, but still has to take care of the body. 
The funeral director asks:  Do you want an open casket or closed casket visitation? 
   “What do you want him to wear in the casket?”   

All this time the family knows their loved one is gone— 
   but his body or her body is still in the land of the living and can still be seen. 
But after the burial, the finality sinks in.   
   Sometimes a person will say that very thing after the burial.  
   “It’s starting to sink in.  He’s gone.  I’ll never see him again.” 

That’s what we see happening in Luke’s account of Jesus’ burial.   
   Joseph of Aramathea, took Jesus’ body, wrapped it in linen, put in the tomb. 
   And the reality of Jesus’ death began to sink in. 
Luke mentions the women who were there and who saw the tomb, saw his body. 
   But then the tomb was closed and they went home. 
And even though they still had one more thing they had to do—the spices and  
   perfumes they were going to put on the body—they knew that it was over. 
The finality was starting to sink in. 
   Jesus was gone.  Their relationship with him was over.   

When we read this story, where do our thoughts immediately go? 



   To the resurrection.  To Easter morning. 
We know it wasn’t over.  We know that burial was not the end for Jesus.   
   We know that everybody was going to be surprised on the third day. 
And because we know the rest of the story our thoughts tend to jump ahead 
   and we miss the significance of Jesus’ burial.   
But all of four Gospels give considerable attention to Jesus’ burial.   

Apostle Paul thought that Jesus’ burial was so important that he mentioned it as one  
   of the one of basic components of the Gospel.   
In 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 listen to the way Paul summarized the Gospel message: 
   “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins  
   according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according  
   to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.” 
Paul considered the fact that Jesus was buried of “first importance.”   
   He considered Jesus’ burial part of the essence of the Gospel. 
   So, what is the significance of Jesus’ burial for our faith?   

Jesus’ burial not only marked the end of his life, it marked the end of your  
   guilt.  His burial was a seal of finality on the guilt of your sins.   
Just as the burial of a person causes you to say, “It’s over.” 
   So the burial of Jesus enables you to say regarding the guilt of your sin,  
   “It’s over.”   

One of most important steps in the Christian life is 
    to realize that guilt of all of your sins is dead and buried in Christ.   
From the moment you put your faith in Jesus, you can never be more forgiven,  
    more pardoned, more justified in God’s eyes than you are at that moment.   

You can no more dig up and revive the guilt of your sins  
   than you could dig up a buried person and revive your relationship with him.   
As the finality of Christ’s death and burial for your sins sinks in, 
   your faith and joy and obedience grows. 

Let’s look at this under three points  
   1.  The guilt of all your sins is buried in Christ 
   2.  The guilt of that one sin is buried in Christ 
   3.  Because your guilt is buried in Christ, you cannot live for sin any longer 



MP#1  The guilt of all your sins is buried in Christ 
If you were asked, “Did Jesus ever sin?”  I’m sure you would answer “No.”   
   But what if you were asked, “Did Jesus have a relationship with sin?”   
   How would you answer? 
Biblically, the answer to that question would have to be, “Yes.”   
   We know Jesus never sinned.   
   He perfectly obeyed God’s law in word and spirit.   
   He loved God with heart, soul, strength and mind and neighbor as himself.   
But even though he never sinned he entered into a relationship with sin  
   so that he could deal with it decisively on behalf of his elect people.   

The Bible describes this relationship Jesus had with sin in a several places but  
   2 Corinthians 5:21 is particularly vivid.   
   “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us.”   
What does it mean that God made Jesus to be sin?   

We meditated on this several weeks ago when we began this series on passion. 
   When we looked at Christ’s agony in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
That’s when he began to carry the stain of sin, the shame of sin, the guilt of sin. 
   God laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
   He felt as if he had committed every sin ever committed in the world. 
We could say that Jesus had a relationship to sin in regard to its guilt.   
   He was not personally guilty for any sins because completely holy and sinless.  
   But as the Mediator between God and man he took on guilt.   

My freshman year of college, we had a kleptomaniac on our hall. 
   He stole all sort of things until he was caught and expelled. 
His father said, Make a list of everything that was stolen and how much each item  
   was worth and sent the list to me. 
Every person on our hall who had things stolen, got a check from that father for the  
   full amount, no questions asked.   
   You might say that though that man had no sin, he was made to be sin. 
    
When the New Testament uses the phrase  
   “He died for our sins” or simply “He died for sins” it’s always a reference to  
   Jesus’ death for the guilt of the sins of his people.   
   When Jesus died, the guilt of your sin died with him. 
The entire sacrificial system of the Old Testament illustrated this. 
   An animal is killed as a substitute and its blood covers guilt of worshiper. 
That’s part of the significance of the curtain in the temple being torn. 



God had instructed the Israelites to hang heavy curtain in front of Holy of Holies.  
   The only person who could enter was the high priest. 
   And even he could only go past the curtain once a year, on Day of Atonement. 
   He could only do that carrying a basin of sacrificial blood.   

The curtain itself signified the inaccessibility of heaven because of sin.   
   People who are guilty of sin cannot come into the presence of holy God.   
   So guilt keeps people from heaven and access to God.  
The tearing of the curtain at the moment of Jesus’ death was a miraculous sign that  
   the guilt of sin died with Christ so the way to God is now open. 
   The Old Testament sacrificial system was fulfilled, it has served its purpose,  
   but now the reality had come. 

Luke records Jesus’ final words as:  Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. 
So that means Jesus had finished paying for the guilt of sin. 
   He had passed through those three hours of darkness under the wrath of God. 
   You remember in Gospel of John, when darkness lifts says:  It is finished. 
So at his death, the guilt was paid and his relationship with our guilt is over. 

But then he is buried and his burial is the seal of finality. 
That means your guilt that Jesus carried and experienced and paid for is gone. 
   It can’t be dug up.   
That reality has to sink into your mind and heart—it’s over.   
    There is no more guilt for your sin.   
All of the guilt of all of your sins 
   past, present and future—all that guilt is dead and buried in Christ.   

From the moment you put your faith in Jesus,  
   you can never be more forgiven, more pardoned,  
   more justified in God’s eyes than you are at that moment.   



That brings us to our second point.   
Not only is the guilt of all your sins dead and buried in Christ.   
MP#2  The guilt of that one sin is dead and buried in Christ. 

As wonderful as it is to know that the guilt of all of your sins is buried, 
It’s even more wonderful to know that the guilt of that one sin— 
   that one sin that troubles you more than anything else is also dead and buried.   
Isn’t that the place you struggle with guilt as a Christian?   
   It’s not with the guilt of your sins as a whole it’s with that one sin.   

You can easily believe that Jesus died for all your sins.   
If you grew up in the church you learned to say that in Sunday school.   
   Jesus died for my sins.  It rolls off your tongue like 2 + 2 = 4.   
But it is that one sin that troubles you.  It is at that point that you feel unforgiven.   

That one sin is different for everybody.   
   It may be something in your past that troubles you. 
   It may be a more present, besetting sin that you have fallen into over and over.   
It may be the way you have sinfully responded to being sinned against.  
   So there’s an element of shame along with your guilt. 
Whatever that one sin is— 
   you must know that the guilt of that one sin is buried in Jesus Christ.   

I’ve told you this story before, so bear with me. 
I had seminary friend whose father was cruel and abusive, especially when drunk. 
   He cast a long, dark shadow over my friend’s childhood. 
But one night, when my friend was 16, his father started berating him and hitting  
   him and he snapped.  He started fighting back and his rage gave him so much 
   strength that he overpowered his father and gave him a terrible beating. 
And shortly after that my friend moved out on his own and had nothing to do with  
   his father for many, many years. 

In the meantime he became a Christian, felt called to ministry, in seminary together. 
But as he got closer to graduation and ordination, this episode in his life began to  
   trouble him more and more. 
He told me that he felt terrible guilt over what he had done.   
   I told him that he shouldn’t feel bad, he was just a teenage boy defending himself,  
   and that his father got what was coming to him—not very spiritual advice. 
But he stopped me and said:  Andrew, you don’t understand. 



This was the most terrible thing I have ever done. 
   I beat and cursed my own father.  If I could go back I would rather have taken a  
   hundred more beating from him than to do what I did.   
How can I be a pastor and teach people to honor their parents? 

He knew he was forgiven.  In fact, he had had a profound conversion experience. 
   Theologically he knew he was forgiven, but that one sin weighed him down. 
He was like person who has lost a loved one saying:  I just don’t believe he’s dead. 
   As I said, looking back I realize I wasn’t much help to him. 
   But eventually the promises of the Gospel sunk in. 
He got to the place where he knew that the guilt of his sin was buried in Christ. 
The rest of the story (as Paul Harvey would say) is that God did some other  
  amazing things and his aging father moved in with them and lived with them  
   until he died.  So God graciously restored the relationship.   

That’s a dramatic story.  Maybe too dramatic. 
   But some of you here are troubled by that one sin in your past. 
Maybe it was your failure as a son or daughter, as a wife or husband or parent. 
   A lie you told, a cruelty you committed, a person you betrayed, a shameful habit. 
And perhaps the guilt you feel is coming out in ungodly ways— 
   in touchiness, discontentment, blame-shifting and despondency. 
The place need to start is by asking Jesus to make his burial real to you.   

Get a hold of a verse like 2 Corinthians 5:21,  
   God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the  
   righteousness of God.”   
Or Romans 8:1,  
   “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”   
Or Psalm 103:12 
   “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
Preach it to yourself until catches fire in your heart.   

Or perhaps you need to find a kind and confidential Christian friend and say,  
   I’m troubled over this sin.  Let me tell you what I’ve done. 
   Now, encourage me.  Tell me I’m forgiven in Christ. 
And by God’s grace, in his time, it will finally sink in.   
   And you will find yourself saying—It’s over.  It’s dead and buried. 
   And you will go from strength to strength. 
Let me make one more point.  I won’t spend much time on this but it’s important. 
MP#3  Because your guilt is buried in Christ, you cannot live for sin any longer 



There are two places where the Apostle Paul specifically mentions Christ’s burial 
   for us and our burial in him.   
Romans 6:4 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

Colossians 2:12 
Having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of 
God, who raised him from the dead. 

Both of those verses are actually just a small part of a long argument Paul is  
   making about our union with Christ and it’s quite complicated.  
He talks about us being crucified with Christ and dying in Christ, being buried 
   and raised in him.  In order to fully understand it, we would have to look at the  
   full context and answer things like, What does Paul mean by baptism?  
But all the commentators say what Paul is emphasizing is our union with Christ 
   in all of these facets of his saving work.  And among those is his burial. 
In fact, burial gets particular mention. 
 as a the most is Jesus death  

What’s the application?   
What’s Paul’s pastoral point making to the Roman and Colossian Christians? 
   It’s this:  You’re no longer slaves to sin.  Don’t live in sin any longer. 
In other words, Not only was the guilt of sin buried with Christ, the rule of sin over 
   you was buried too.  You’re now under the rule of Christ. 

This doesn’t mean we no longer feel the power and appeal of sin, of course we do. 
   And this doesn’t mean we resist every temptation and achieve perfection. 
   Unfortunately, as long as we are here we will fight and sometime fall to old self. 
But this is a redemptive reality the Apostle Paul wants you to know and claim 
   and believe.  The rule of sin over you was buried when Jesus was buried. 
You don’t have to sin.  You don’t have to cave to temptation. 
   Not only have you died to sin.  You’ve been buried to it.   

To go back to sin once you have been joined to Christ like digging up a dead body.   
   Tell yourself that next time.  This sin is dead and buried in Christ. 
I can’t dig this thing up again.  Lord, help me not to dig this up.   
   Help me leave it buried and be glad it’s buried. 
When you affirm, I believe Jesus Christ was crucified, dead, and buried— 



   it’s not only the seal of finality on the guilt of your sin, but also the seal of finality 
   on it’s rule.  We still feel sin’s guilt at times, we still feel it’s power and rule. 
But the spiritual reality of Jesus’ burial is at work in our lives— 
   and the more we believe it and claim it, the more we will experience it— 
   until we get to heaven and there we will know the fullness. 

At our Holy Week Service this Wednesday, we’re going to end by singing  
   the African-American Spiritual, Were You There? 
The last stanza we’ll sing asks the worshiper a question: 

   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
   Oh.  Sometimes it causes me to tremble. 
   Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

The answer of the heart of faith is, “Yes.”   
   I was there when they laid him in the tomb. 
Because his burial not only marked the end of his life, 
   it marked the end of guilt for all my sins, even that one sin, 
   and it was a seal of finality on the rule of sin over me, so I can live for God.   

And by God’s grace the reality of his burial  
   is sinking in more deeply with every passing year. 


