
“God’s Word On The Matter”                                                          June 24, 2018 
Song Of Songs 8:5-14 

SI:  We’ve come to the end of our study of the Song of Solomon.   
   We have followed this couple—the shepherd and the shepherdess through 
   courtship, engagement, wedding, conflict and intimacy— 
This final love poem is reflective.  It summarizes great truths in the rest of Song. 
   As I’ve done in past readings, I’ll stop and make comments. 

Final poem begins with the chorus asking a question: 
5 Who is this coming up from the desert leaning on her lover?  
Of course it is the woman.   
   But they ask who is this because she’s different.  She’s been transformed. 
   So the chorus is really asking:  What has changed you?   
   Why do you seem to be a different person. 

She answers, and her answer is love.  Love has transformed me. 
   And she describes true love. 
Under the apple tree I roused you; there your mother conceived you, there she who 
was in labor gave you birth. 6 Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on 
your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It 
burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 7 Many waters cannot quench love; 
rivers cannot wash it away. If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it 
would be utterly scorned. 

Next her brothers speak.  Which is interesting because there hasn’t been a reference  
   to them since the very first poem.  Reminisce about when she was a little girl. 
8 We have a young sister, and her breasts are not yet grown. What shall we do for 
our sister for the day she is spoken for? 9 If she is a wall, we will build towers of 
silver on her. If she is a door, we will enclose her with panels of cedar. 

Then she responds to her brothers. 
10 I am a wall, and my breasts are like towers. Thus I have become in his eyes like 
one bringing contentment. 11 Solomon had a vineyard in Baal Hamon; he let out his 
vineyard to tenants. Each was to bring for its fruit a thousand shekels of silver. 12 
But my own vineyard is mine to give; the thousand shekels are for you, O Solomon, 
and two hundred are for those who tend its fruit. 

Finally, her husband calls out to her:   



 13 You who dwell in the gardens with friends in attendance, let me hear your voice! 

And she responds to her husband: 
 14 Come away, my lover, and be like a gazelle or like a young stag on the spice-
laden mountains. 

That is the end of this most beautiful book—God’s holy Word.   



INTRO:  I’ve told this story before, so if you remember it, please bear with me. 
There was woman in my home church named Margaret. 
When my sister and I were little, she was often our babysitter and we liked her 
   because she was fun and funny and told lots of interesting stories. 
Margaret had never married. 
   The reason was, I found out later, because she was a late in life baby. 
   Her older brothers and sisters were married and had families of own. 
They told her, “Margaret, you can’t get married, you’ve got to take care of momma  
   and daddy.”  So she did.   
She took care of parents until they passed away, never married. 

There was a man in our church named Ralph. 
   I didn’t know him well because he didn’t come to church very often. 
   His wife had been an invalid for many years so he was often home with her. 
Then Ralph’s wife passed away and he began to come to church again and he 
   was an interesting person with a good sense of humor just like Margaret.  

Well, in time they started dating and fell in love and got married. 
They went to Disney World for their honeymoon. 
   And when got back she amused everyone by telling how they had lost their car 
   in Disney parking lot and it took them until 3:00 in the morning to find it. 
She moved into Ralph’s house and one of their first changes was to get rid 
   of living room furniture and set up a ping pong table. 
   Every night after supper played ping pong. 
When they would come to church together, Margaret on Ralph’s arm— 
   people in the church started to say—Doesn’t Margaret look good.   

That’s how this last love poem begins.   
The romance of these two in the Song was different from Ralph and Margaret. 
   They got married late in life, these two poetic characters got married when young, 
   but the effect on her was the same. 

Her friends see her on her husband’s arm and they ask each other:   
5 Who is this coming up from the desert leaning on her lover?  
   Is this the same girl we knew?  Doesn’t she look good. 
And bigger question that is implied is:  
   Why have things worked out so well for these two?  What’s their secret? 
Their secret is God. 

More specifically, God’s word on love, His word on sex, and His word on marriage. 



   And the grace to live according to His word. 
Did you notice as we read that this poem has three parts. 
In the first part the chorus speaks and she responds.  She talks about love. 
In the second part her brothers speak and she responds.  It’s about sex. 
In the third part her husband speaks and she responds.  It’s about marriage. 

In a very compact, poetic way—the great truths of the Song of Solomon 
   are presented to us once again. 
So let’s look at each. 

MP#1  First, God’s word on love.  His word is:  Love is a total commitment.   
She says:   Under the apple tree I roused you; 
   She’s talking about the beginnings of their love.    
   We’ve seen the apple tree as a symbol of romance. 
But then she talks about her mother-in-law under the same apple tree. 
   Conceiving her husband, going into labor and delivering him. 

That seems very strange but this is poetry.   
   Aren’t supposed to imagine her mother-in-law actually did those things under 
   this very apple tree where they dated.   
She is making a statement about total commitment of love.  Saying: 

Love is commitment in pleasure and in pain. 
It’s not just about the conception—that’s the pleasurable part—making the baby. 
   It’s also about the labor and delivery—that’s painful. 
True love is a commitment to be there not just in times of pleasure— 
   but in times of pain—not just the conception—but the labor too. 
   Easy to love spouse when times are good—hard when times are hard. 

Few verses later she talks about love being a blazing fire— 
   and these waters and rivers come against it but can’t put it out. 
Waters and rivers biblical symbols of trouble and pain. 
   Saying same thing in another way.   
   When you awaken love know that their will be pain—labor, rivers. 
Love is commitment in those times. 

I’ve been praying for the last 20 months for Andrew Brunson, the Presbyterian  
   missionary who has been imprisoned in Turkey.  Next court date July 18. 
He and his wife Norine had 25 good years in Turkey, they raised their children  
   there, planted a church, had even applied for permanent residency. 



Andrew has become a political pawn.  He’s in a crowded maximum security prison 
   he’s lost 50 lbs.  His last two court hearings were a travesty.  He’s suffering. 
And so is Norine.  Instead of coming back to America and living here, 
   she is staying in Turkey so she can be physically closer to him, sometimes visit. 
During this time one of their daughters has gotten married.   
   Norine came home for that and comes back for other things, but her husband 
   is in Turkey so that’s where she is.   
Their story is one of commitment to Christ—it’s also love in pleasure and pain. 

The poem them makes another statement about total commitment of love. 
Love is commitment of affections and actions.   
Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm;  
A seal in the ancient middle east was a symbol of ownership. 
   A seal on your heart means that your affections belong only to her. 
Means that all romantic affections for all other women off limits—she owns heart. 
   Don’t think about other women romantically, don’t even look at them that way.   
Remember Job?   
   “I have made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.” 

This particular verse directed at the husband—but applies to wives too. 
   What if I had married someone else—old flame—off limits. 
She mentions jealousy strong as the grave.  We think of jealousy as something bad. 
   There is a bad jealousy—not happy for someone’s happiness and success—or  
   jealousy that tries to confine a person, take away his or her freedom.   
But jealousy for husband or wife’s affections—that’s good. 
   That’s the seal over your heart.    

What about the seal on the arm?   
   The arm in Hebrew poetry is a symbol of a person’s strength, his or her best. 
Don’t give career best—give wife best. 
Don’t give children best—give husband best. 
Means you want to do all you can to develop and cultivate that person 
   into best can be in every way.   

Mention here of money and misuse of money.   
   How often that becomes a focal point of conflict.  Not used for best. 

The only person who has ever loved with total commitment is Jesus Christ. 
   The cross is the pinnacle of his love. 
That gives us hope when we fall short of this standard for love— 



   whether in marriage or other friendships of lives.   

When fail—three possible responses.  Defend self.  Doing best.  Shift blame. 
   Can despair.  I’m an absolutely hopeless failure. 
Or—can turn to Christ.  Rest in his perfect love.  
   He says:  I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
   Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ. 
The power to love this way comes from Christ.   
   The forgiveness and fresh starts come from Christ too. 
Reason things worked out—knew God’s word on love.  Second, they knew . . . 

MP#2  God’s word on sex.  His word is:  What you do with your body matters. 
Now her brothers speak. 
   The only other time they are mentioned is in the very first chapter. 
There she was complaining about them.   
   They made her work in vineyard so her looks were neglected.   
   Remember that?  She hated her tan.  Tan in that culture was not beautiful. 
So you wonder about these brothers.  Obviously their father is dead.   
   Were they making her work just to be mean?   
   Were they making her work because they were concerned about money? 

Well now, at very end, get the rest of the story. 
   Years earlier brothers got together:  What are we going to do about little sister? 
How are we going to prepare her for love and marriage?   
   Now’s the time, before her breasts have grown, before she’s sexually mature. 

They decide, we’ve got to teach her and encourage her to live a sexually pure life. 
The way they put it is that they want her to become a wall, not a door. 
   Until marriage we want her to keep a wall around the garden, not let Tom, Dick  
   and Harry go in and out.   
That’s why they make her work in the vineyard. 
   That’s why they seem so strict at the beginning.  
   Care more about her character than her looks. 
She replies to brothers:  “I am a wall and my breasts are like towers.” 
   Towers in ancient world were defensive structure. 
   She is saying to brothers—I became a virtuous woman.  (Thank you.) 
Then there is this part about Solomon’s vineyard, her vineyard— 
   commentators go around and around about details.   
But main point is clear.  “My vineyard is mine to give.”   
   Gave her body to the man who married her.   



   She opened her garden gate to her husband alone.  

The greatest mystery of the Christian faith is the incarnation. 
   The reason God sent his eternal Son into the world at Christmas to be born a baby 
   and to take on human flesh and blood is because God loves you body and soul.   
Jesus came not just to save your soul—he came to save your body. 
   So his body died and his body rose from the dead.   

When you die and your soul goes to heaven, you will realized heaven is not the end. 
   Because we’re not made to exist as souls without bodies.   
The Bible tells us that the souls of the righteous are continually asking Lord— 
   How long?  How long till your coming?  How long till the resurrection? 

Here’s the point.  Your body is important.  God loves it.  Jesus died for it.   
   It will be resurrected.  A mysterious connection between body and soul. 
Things you do with your body—moral or immoral actions— 
   affect the condition of your soul. 
Virtue, chastity is good for your soul.  Enhances ability to experience love/intimacy.   
   Promiscuity and fornication damages it. 

If a Christian woman won’t submit her body to God while she is single, 
   how will she submit happily to a man as a married woman? 
If a Christian man won’t be responsible toward the body of his girlfriend, 
   how can he be responsible toward the spiritual welfare of a wife and children? 
Jesus said that if you are faithful in little he will put you in charge of greater things. 
   One of the very important areas of faithfulness what do with body sexually. 

This is a tender area.  We’re all sinners and we have all sinned sexually. 
There is complete forgiveness in Christ.  There are fresh starts in Christ.   
   By his grace old scars are softened and intimacy is deepened. 
Christians who have sinned with bodies and suffered consequences  
   can with repentance and Holy Spirit know good things.   
But let’s take the Lord seriously here. 
He tells us this over and over in Scripture for our good and happiness. 
   What you do with your body matters.  
Do Christians really have to be told this?  Isn’t the Bible’s sexual ethic clear?   
   Yes, we have to be told these things over and over. 
   And you have to tell your children.  And your grandchildren. 
Live in such a way that supports this lifestyle in the community of believers. 



So the reason thing worked out so well for these two because knew God’s word on  
   love, God’s word on sex and finally, they knew God’s word on marriage. 
MP#3  His word is:  Marriage is not the ultimate thing. 

Song of Solomon ends strangely.  
   The man, the husband, seems to be passing by a garden with a wall around it. 
That was very common in ancient Israel, walled gardens and vineyards to keep out 
   animals and thieves.  And walled gardens used poetically over and over in Song. 
Anyway, passing by this walled garden  
   perhaps on his way out into fields to take care of the sheep. 

He knows that she is in this garden—but apparently he can’t see her—so calls out. 
   Basically says:  “Hey baby, say something.  I just want to hear your voice.” 
And she calls back:  “Hurry home, you young stag, I’m waiting for you.” 
   That’s how it ends.  Not with the two of them together in each other’s arms— 
   but separated and missing each other. 

And, of course, that is their destiny—to be separated and missing each other. 
   Because one day they will be separated by death. 
As good as marriage can be, the Bible tells us marriage is for this life only. 
   It’s part of the order of this world.  It ends at death.  
   So it’s not the ultimate thing. 

That means that you will never find your ultimate joy or satisfaction in marriage. 
   Just like you will never find your ultimate joy or satisfaction in anything  
   that is destined to be separated from you when you die—no matter how good it is. 
Listen to the way Paul expresses this in 1 Corinthians 7 

29 What I mean, brothers, is that the time is short. From now on those who have wives should 
live as if they had none; 30 those who mourn, as if they did not; those who are happy, as if they 
were not; those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 31 those who use the things 
of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away.
Nothing in his world is the ultimate thing—not happiness or mourning— 
   not the things we buy and accumulate—no matter how good those things may be. 
Not even marriage— 
   as good and wonderful and helpful and pleasurable as it can sometimes be. 
So what is the ultimate thing? 

The kingdom of God.  Seeking first His kingdom and his righteousness. 
   The ultimate thing is knowing God through Jesus Christ. 



When a husband and wife say to each other— 
   During this short time we have together in life—let’s move toward God— 
   Let’s hold hands and seek the kingdom of our Lord together. 
Then that marriage serves as a wonderful vehicle in getting to the ultimate thing. 

I’m talking about growing together in Christ. 
Love way Peter puts in chapter 3 of first letter  
   He describes married Christians as “heirs together of the grace of life.” 
   An heir is always looking forward to his inheritance. 

There are Christians who are not married and who will never be married. 
   It’s not God’s destiny for them.   
But if that’s you, you aren’t missing the ultimate thing.  
   Because marriage is not the ultimate thing—God’s kingdom is. 
   And you have it.  And you can seek it.   
   You can enjoy more and more what it means to live in Christ.   

Remember that the chief end of man is not to have a happy marriage. 
   Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.  
That is why there is always a sense of unfulfilled longing in the heart of every 
   true Christian.  Looking forward to something great that we will know fully.  
   Even the best marriage cannot provide that—only Christ can. 

How appropriate it is that the Song of Songs, the best, ends with the woman saying: 
   “Hurry home.”  Because that’s exactly how the Bible itself ends. 
   The woman.  The church.  The bride of Christ says: 
“Come quickly, Lord Jesus.”   

When your heart beats for him—then you have the ultimate thing.  


