
“God’s Timing”                                                                             May 20, 2018 
Song Of Songs 2:3-3:5 

SI:  Last week we studied the first poem in Song of Solomon. 
About the beginning of this couple’s love for each other—shepherd, shepherdess. 
   It was an easy poem to follow—conversation, romantic picnic, declaring love. 

The second poem harder to follow.   
   It’s all her thoughts and her description of events. 
   Her thoughts are jumbled and there’s not always a logical flow of events. 
The poem is mostly about her impatience.   
   She wants deeper intimacy with him right away.  She doesn’t want to wait.   
   She is frustrated things aren’t going faster and is fearful she’s going to lose him. 
In the middle of her impatience she thinks about a special day she had with him. 
   He put this waiting time in proper perspective and shows her  
   the importance of patience. 

Verse 3, she is thinking about him. 
3 Like an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my lover among the young men. 
I delight to sit in his shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste. 4 He has taken me to 
the banquet hall, and his banner over me is love. 
The apple is a romantic fruit in many cultures, even in ours. 
   Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree with Anyone Else but Me 
 For the ancient Hebrews, one way of describing a close relationship with a person  
   was to talk about sitting in that person’s shade.   
In Psalm 121 the Lord is described as our shade.   
When you consider what shade meant to people living in the Middle East before air  
   conditioning, you see what an appropriate image this was.   
So she’s thinking about her relationship with this young man.   
   Thinking about his love for her.   
   She describes her experience of his love as eating sweet fruit.   
Remember in the first poem how it was mostly perfume, fragrant smells— 
   well now in this love poem it’s eating sweet things.   

But she is frustrated that things aren’t moving faster.   
   Describes her frustration as being faint with hunger.   
   She imagines how much closer, how much more intimate she wants to get to him. 
 5 Strengthen me with raisins, refresh me with apples, for I am faint with love. 6 His 
left arm is under my head, and his right arm embraces me. 7  
Then she gives a warning about love to her young, unmarried friends. 



Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by the does of the field: 
Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires. 
   She’s going to repeat this in a moment.  Very important.  Come back to it later. 

Now her thoughts shift.  She remembers a special day when he came to see her. 
 8 Listen! My lover! Look! Here he comes, leaping across the mountains, bounding 
over the hills. 9 My lover is like a gazelle or a young stag. Look! There he stands 
behind our wall, gazing through the windows, peering through the lattice. 
She looks out the window, sees him walking across the fields toward her house.  
   Describes him as a running, leaping gazelle.   
Just remember, this is love poetry from a very different time and place. 
   It would be like a girl saying:  He looked just like a movie star. 
What did he do? 
   He walked right up to her house, looking through windows, trying to see her. 
   Then he called to her: 

 10 My lover spoke and said to me, "Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, and come 
with me.” 
So it is morning.  He’s gotten someone else to take care of his sheep. 
   And he calls through the window to wake her up.   
Or maybe he’s teasing her a little.  Pretending like she’s sleeping in. 
   Get up, lazy bones.   
But for a girl like her, who knows the meaning of farm work she’s already up. 

He’s talking to her through the window and he says: 
 11 See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. 12 Flowers appear on the 
earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in our land. 13 
The fig tree forms its early fruit; the blossoming vines spread their fragrance. Arise, 
come, my darling; my beautiful one, come with me." 14 My dove in the clefts of the 
rock, in the hiding places on the mountainside, show me your face, let me hear your 
voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is lovely. 

It’s beautiful today.  It’s springtime.  Everything is in bloom.   
   There are flowers and fragrances.  And you’re beautiful. 
   Let’s spend the day together.  Let’s go for a walk in countryside. 

Then he tells her that he has something he wants to talk about as they walk: 
 15 Catch for us the foxes, the little foxes that ruin the vineyards, our vineyards that 
are in bloom. 
Foxes were a pest in vineyards.  They would nibble budding grapes. 



  If the foxes nibbled the buds, there would be no grapes, if no grapes, then no wine. 
What’s he talking about?  He’s talking about them.   
   The blooming vineyard is their love. 
Foxes are things that could damage their relationship in the early, tender stages, 
   so that in later years it will not produce the best wine that it could. 
He is saying:  I want us to talk about things we need to work on together even  
   before we get married. 
Because the way we handle these things now, during this waiting time 
   before our wedding will affect the quality of our marriage years down the road. 

This serious talk of his comforts her.   
   It makes her realize he loves her now and is taking a long-term view of their love. 
   She says: 
 16 My lover is mine and I am his; he browses among the lilies. 

Then their date in the country is over and she says:   
 17 Until the day breaks and the shadows flee, turn, my lover, and be like a gazelle or 
like a young stag on the rugged hills. 

Now, typical of the poetry in the Song there’s a sudden shift of mood. 
Her thoughts change and she’s impatient again. 
   And this time it’s compounded with fearfulness that she is going to lose him  
1 All night long on my bed I looked for the one my heart loves; I looked for him but 
did not find him. 2 I will get up now and go about the city, through its streets and 
squares; I will search for the one my heart loves. So I looked for him but did not 
find him. 3 The watchmen found me as they made their rounds in the city. "Have you 
seen the one my heart loves?" 

It’s a confusing part of the poem.  She seems to be half dreaming. 
   She wants him there with her.  She searches for him.   
   She asks people about him.  She’s fearful of loss. 

Then she finds him: 
 4 Scarcely had I passed them when I found the one my heart loves. I held him and 
would not let him go till I had brought him to my mother's house, to the room of the 
one who conceived me. 
 Reference to the room where her mother conceived her is a poetic way of speaking 
   of intimacy.  Once again she longs for greater intimacy. 
And once again, she gives her warning about love to her young, unmarried friends: 



 5 Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by the does of the field: 
Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires.

This is the Word of God. 

INTRO:  This second poem in the Song is, in a general sense, about patience. 
It’s about trusting the Lord’s timing, trusting his providential ordering of our lives, 
   trusting his commands and the boundaries they set for us. 
In particular, this poem is about patience in matters of romantic love. 
   Trusting the Lord’s timing and commands about who you are going to marry 
   and when. 

This poem is also, in a general sense, about how easy it is to become 
   impatient, frustrated, fearful when things we want real bad aren’t happening 
   as quickly as we had hoped. 
How we always want to work things out our way, in our time frame. 
   How we are tempted to jump ahead of God’s providence, 
   or to ignore the boundaries he has set for us. 

In particular, this poem is about how this temptation to jump ahead of God 
   is especially strong when it involves romantic love. 

Finally, the poem in a general sense is about what living patiently  
   before the Lord looks like day to day, particularly when it involves 
   the intense longings of romantic love.   

Let’s study this portion of God’s word under two headings this morning: 
   1.  A picture of patience.  2.  A warning about love. 



MP#1  A picture of patience. 
When you read this poem there is only one peaceful part—middle part— 
   his visit to her home, invitation to spend day in the country. 

The part that comes before—her thoughts—are frustrated and impatient. 
   The part that comes after—her thoughts—fearful of losing him. 
But sandwiched between her impatience is the peaceful interlude— 
   this stroll through the vineyards on a spring day.   

I want to suggest that this is intended to show us a person patiently  
   submitting to God’s timing concerning his love life. 
Patience is never mentioned explicitly. 
   But you seen in this poem a contrast between her frustrations and fears, 
   and his calmness and level gaze toward the future. 
This man and woman are fictional characters.  They are poetic inventions. 
   But they have enough complexity to make them true to life and interesting 
   subjects for analysis. 

Remember last week the poem sets this young woman in a family without a father. 
   We’re probably to assume her father is deceased. 
So she’s being raised by who?  By her older brothers who are hard on her and who 
   don’t have much patience and who are making her work the family vineyard. 
That would have been absolutely true to life in that culture. 
   Young women didn’t live independently.  Were under authority of male relatives. 
   You can tell from her comments in chapter one, she feels like under their thumb. 
   She is chaffing from that.   

The only way to get out from under them would be to get married. 
   So you can imagine her hopes for marriage to this young shepherd  
   are more than just romance, they also involve freedom. 
So she has lots of expectations and hopes invested in this relationship. 
   That’s true to life.  People to pile all sorts of hopes into getting married. 
   You can see why she is impatient to move ahead.  
   Why when she is alone her mind starts to whir. 

But he is not like that. 
And it’s not because he’s not thinking about their future together, and marriage, 
   and all the good things that means—he is thinking about it. 
   He wants to talk to her about things with the future in mind. 
But he is patient.  That’s the best way to describe it. 



   He seems to know that his life is ordered according to God’s timeframe. 
   Love and marriage is the setting.  But this could be applied to any part of life. 
What does this man’s patience look like?  How show itself in daily life? 
   A couple ways. 

1.  He enjoys daily the good things God has made. 
   He really sees life each day and takes pleasure in it. 
He sees the seasons—the winter is passed. 
   He sees the weather—the rains are over and gone. 
   He sees the flowers blooming, the birds singing, the doves cooing— 
   fig and vine bearing fruit.  He sees her lovely face and hears her voice. 

He has not become so impatient for the next big thing to happen in his life 
   that he misses the good little things of each day. 
Which you almost get the sense she has. 
   One big thing is on the horizon of her life and it has almost blotted out 
   the little daily good things God has made. 
He has to get her to come outside and look at them with him. 

Now this is not about having a laid back personality— 
   it’s not about stopping to smell the roses as the saying goes. 
This is the grace of patience in a person’s life. 
   Patience is a gift from God.  It’s a fruit of the Spirit. 
   It’s trusting God for the providential ordering of your life. 
It is the life of Jesus Christ living and growing in you. 

If there ever was a person who had lived his whole life with a huge thing 
   looming on the horizon it was Jesus Christ.  He knew where his life was leading. 
   It was leading to the cross and then to the resurrection.   
   It’s safe to say that was always on his mind. 
Think of how often he says in the Gospel of John:  My time has not yet come. 
   His time was the crucifixion/resurrection event.   
And yet he never let impatience for that big thing on horizon blot out  
   his enjoyment the little daily good things his Father had made. 

You can tell reading his words that Jesus saw little things and enjoyed them.  
   Throughout his teaching weaves in examples of fishing, farming, building houses,  
   wildlife, children, and stories about people losing things and finding things. 
Have you become so impatient about big things you want to happen that  
   you are missing the little daily gifts of your heavenly Father? 



   That’s not how he wants you to live.   
   There is another way patience shows itself in this man. 
2.  He pays attention to what the Lord is teaching him during waiting time. 
I’m referring to the “catch the little foxes” comment in verse 15. 

His future with this woman is clearly on his mind. 
   He came to see her.  He is thinking ahead and wanting a life with her. 
He wants this budding vineyard of their live to produce grapes and wine— 
   as they become husband and wife and live together.   
   But the time for that has not yet come. 
There are time of waiting and anticipation in life when big things  
   seem to be on the horizon—good things about to happen, bad things end. 
And there are times when longing for those things become very strong. 
   Nothing wrong with that. 

But patience responds one way and impatience another. 
She spends her mental and emotional energy fantasizing about future with him 
   in a way that brings her frustration and fear. 
   It’s not productive.  She doesn’t seem to be any better off because of it. 
He is also thinking about their future—looking forward to it. 
   But there is a productivity to his thinking and longing.   
Patience enables him to ask the important question— 
   What is the Lord teaching me right now, in this waiting time?  Key question. 

For her the question is:  Why can’t we get married right now—I’m miserable? 
   For him the question is:  What is God teaching us during this waiting time. 
For this man, during this time of waiting he has learned that there are little foxes 
   nibbling at the blossoms on the grape vines.   
Doesn’t tell us what these little foxes are but some things come to mind. 
   Could be selfishness, unforgiving spirit, pride, lack of self control. 
   Any one of those could nibble the buds and decrease the wine in future years.   

We want to get over parts of our lives that try our patience as quickly as possible— 
   whether waiting for something good to happen or for something bad to end.   
Lord wants to teach us things in the waiting times. 
   True in matters of romance and love, and every other part of life under his care. 
Power for patience comes from Christ who submitted to Father’s plan for life. 
Brings us to the second faith lesson in this poem . . . 
MP#2  A warning about love 
We’ve looked at the peaceful part of the poem, his visit and their walk in country. 



   Now let’s look at the parts that describe her impatience and turmoil. 

I’m sure you noticed that each of these parts ended the same way— 
   She gives a charge or a warning to her young, unmarried friends. 
 5 Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you by the gazelles and by the does of the field: 
   Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires. 

What does that mean?   
   It means that falling in love can be dangerous for Christians. 
That sounds very strange.  Why would something like that be in Song? 
   But that’s exactly what it means. 

Daughters of Jerusalem.  Who’s that?   
   These aren’t pagan women or women in general—these are fellow Israelites. 
   These are young women in the covenant community.   
In our setting, these are young women who have grown up in the church, 
   and who have been baptized and who know the Gospel from parents. 

She charges them, she warns them, not to arouse or awaken love until it so desires.    
Which is a way of saying, until the time is right. 
   Romantic love can be dangerous to believers if it is aroused at the wrong time. 
You have to admire this woman. 
   To this point we have contrasted her with the man, his patience vs her impatience.   
But in this warning to her friends you see the real depth of her character.   

She steps outside of herself, looks at her love for this man objectively and is totally  
   honest about the hold it has on her thoughts and emotions. 
She recognizes that this romantic love that she has awakened is a force that will  
   carry her along and that at this point she cannot resist it.  

So she turns to her friends.  Unmarried friends.  Imagine how they are watching her. 
   Probably admiring her.  She has caught his young man they all admire. 
Instead of saying to them—O girls, it’s wonderful.  Get yourselves a man! 
   She says:  Sister Israelites, things better be right when you start down this road— 
   because once aroused, the power of romantic love will carry you along. 
So the time to make right decisions is before you arouse love. 
For her the time was right.  He is a good man.  He’s the right man. 
   Remember what it said about his name—like perfume poured out. 
   He’s a man of good character.  He’s a godly man. 



So when right to awaken love?  The Bible gives two boundaries for all decisions. 
It gives us the boundary of wisdom. 
   All the instructions about counsel and character and planning for future. 
   In matters of wisdom there is flexibility and maturity and different conclusions. 
The other boundary is God’s commands. 
   That’s not a flexible boundary.  That’s firm. 

You can search the Bible from cover to cover and will find only one explicit  
   command on marriage.  Believers must marry in the Lord. 
   It’s there in the Old Testament and the New. 
   If you are a Christian you must marry only another Christian.  
The Bible doesn’t say anything about how old you have to be, or about age  
   difference, or that you must marry in your class or in your race. 
This is the only command—Believers must marry in the Lord. 
   All of the sacred and important things that God intends for marriage to be 
   depends on the spiritual union of husband and wife.   

So if a Christian awakens love when he shouldn’t or when she shouldn’t— 
   when it’s with an unbeliever—that’s dangerous. 
Because romantic love is a force that can carry people along. 
   And if it ends in marriage, it will be to their spiritual hurt.  
That’s the warning about love that she gives the daughters of Jerusalem.  

I urge all of you who are unmarried and who are hoping to get married— 
   trust the Lord in this.  Commit to obey his command to marry in the Lord. 
This should be a matter of prayer for our church, that the children of our church 
   will follow the Lord in love and marriage. 
Our words of encouragement concerning romance should be— 
   trust the Lord in this, have patience, don’t awaken a love that the Lord has 
   lovingly warned you not to awaken. 
If you rush in it will hurt you.  It will likely hurt the line of covenant succession. 
   It’s likely your children won’t be raised in the faith.   
Can God intervene?  Can he override rebellious marriages by believers? 
   Of course he can.  But often when this step is taken, it takes a long, long time 
   for the believing spouse to repent and ask God for forgiveness and help.  
CONC:   
There are few areas of life that people fill with more hopes and expectations, 
   more longings and disappointments than love and marriage.   
That’s how God made us. 



And ultimately it is God who makes these arrangements—brings people together. 
   And it is also God who, in his infinite wisdom and goodness  
   does not provide a spouse for some of his children.   
That’s the Lord’s doing.  Should honor that in every way. 

The grace of patience means that we trust the Lord’s time frame— 
   trust the providential ordering of our lives— 
   trust the boundaries God’s wisdom and God’s moral law set for us— 
   in romance, and in every part of life. 

And by the power of Christ enabling us— 
   And by the example of Christ guiding us— 
We enjoy daily the good things God has given us. 
And during the waiting times, pay attention to what he is teaching us 
   as we trust his perfect timing. 


