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Esther 9:1-16 

SI:  In this chapter we finally get to the battle between the Jews and their enemies. 
They had months to prepare, they knew this day was coming. 
   When it came, they fought with all their strength and defeated 
   everyone who hated them and who had tried to destroy them. 
So let’s read this story, and see what it teaches us about the Christian life. 



INTRO:  Several word pictures the Bible uses to describe the Christian life. 
It is compared to biological growth.   
   Bible talks about Christians being infants, young men, fathers.   
   Maturing from drinking milk to eating meat. 

Compared to farming.  Sowing, reaping, wheat and tares. 
   Waiting for spring and autumn rains. 
   Branches of the vine bearing fruit. 
   Well-watered tree bringing forth it’s fruit in season 
   Paul’s body imagery, church body, members parts with roles to play 
Called a race.   
   Run in such a way as to get the prize . . . 
   Run with perseverance the race that is set before us . . .  
And a pilgrimage, not a race but a long, slow journey.  Psalm 121 

But the word picture for Christian life I want us to focus on is warfare. 
   It’s in the Bible in a lot of places.   
We are involved in a great war between kingdom of darkness and light. 
   We are soldiers in the Lord’s army, fighting against sin. 
   We’ve been given weapons for this fight, and orders to follow. 
   Christ is our captain and he is leading us into battle. 

The Christian life is a life of peace. 
   Peace with God, peace of conscience, peace in death, 
   peace that passes understanding.   
When you put your trust in Jesus,  
   you get peace in lots of places where you once had conflict. 

But the opposite is also true—you have conflict where you once had peace. 
You have sinful attitudes, idols, selfishness, pride—that didn’t bother you once. 
   Now they bother you.  There are things about yourself you hate. 
   And the more you grow as a Christian, the more you hate them. 
But you are tempted to go back to those things—and often do. 
   And that is a continual fight. 

You have conflict with the values of the world.   
   At one time you accepted them without question. 
But now those values are the opposite of what you stand for— 
   but part of you still finds them appealing—so there is another battle.  
And you have a conflict with the demonic realm.  Don’t talk about much. 



Devil has an intense hatred for believers. 
   Prowling like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.   
   Revelation 12 describes his activity on earth as making war on children of God. 
   He wants to paralyze you with doubt, fear, and guilt. 
Jesus calls him the father of lies.  His primary weapons are lies.   
   Fighting his lies is hard. 

Most of these references to the Christian life as warfare from New Testament. 
   What about the Old Testament?   
In Old Testament, it’s not so much that the life of faith described as warfare— 
   instead, there are descriptions of actual battles—like this chapter in Esther. 
And many others—remember our study of 1 Samuel, which getting back to soon. 
   Might recall I took a break from that after 1 Samuel 17, David and Goliath. 
How are we to understand the battles and wars in the Old Testament. 

Verse in our Hebrews 11 reading gives us the key, verses 33 and 34. 
   “By faith the saints of old became strong in battle, 
   and routed foreign armies, and conquered kingdoms.” 
In other words, when the saints of old went into battle—it was a fight of faith. 
   It was spiritual warfare that required the same trust and obedience 
   that your own fight against sin and temptation requires.   

The methods have changed since the coming of Christ. 
   The New Testament age is different from Old Testament in form. 
   But the underlying spiritual principles are the same. 
So we can look at battles, like this one in Esther, 
   and see, in some intense ways, parallels to our own experience. 
And if we pay attention, listen to the Holy Spirit— 
   and draw those parallels to our own lives, this battle in Esther 
   can give us tremendous help. 
To be forewarned is to be forearmed—as the old saying goes. 

So let’s look at this passage, see what it shows us about 
   the fight of the Christian life.  I have three headings, will give as we go. 



MP#1  Evil days 
The evil day in this chapter was the 13th of Adar. 
   That was the day Haman had decreed that the Jews could be murdered. 
   Every so often we have a Friday the 13th.  Some people consider that unlucky. 
   13th of Adar was supposed to be a very unlucky day for the Jews. 
   But it turned out to be a bad day for the enemies of the Jews. 
That’s because there is no such thing as luck—there is only God’s providence. 
   He arranges all things for his glory and the good of his people. 
   As we have seen over and over in Esther, the Lord working behind the scenes. 
We’ve already looked at this theme of evil days back in chapter 2, here it is again. 
   The whole Christian life is a fight, but in every life there are some evil days.  
   And the way you handle those evil days can shape your life for years to come.   

But the Jews still had to prepare for that day and fight. 
   If they hadn’t prepared and fought, outcome would have been very different. 
Wouldn’t have been totally destroyed, but would have been severely weakened. 
   There would have been lots of grief and doubt instead of celebration. 
   It would have taken them years to recover. 
So they prepared for the evil day that they knew was coming. 
   Did all they could to get ready militarily and politically. 

Ecclesiastes 12 says:  Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days  
   come, and the years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them.” 
Love God when you’re young, follow Jesus when you’re young.   
   It will strengthen you in love and wisdom when you face tough times. 

In Ephesians 6, the Apostle Paul says: 
   “Therefore, put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, 
   you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.” 
In one sense, Paul says, the whole Christian life is a fight—every day. 
   But there are also evil days.  And you must prepare for them. 
What are evil days?  Let’s think of some other biblical examples. 

The day Job lost his wealth and his children was an evil day.  It was a day of loss. 
There may be an evil day when you suffer such a great loss that it has the  
   potential of shaking you to the core—even shaking your faith. 
   Spiritually devastating to Job’s wife.  Curse God and die.   
The day Joseph was sold into slavery by brothers was an evil day, day of betrayal. 
   Could have made him doubt God.   
It was an evil day when Potiphar’s wife tried to get Joseph to sleep with her. 



   It was a day of temptation. 
   There may be an evil day when a particularly violent temptation hits you. 
That evil say was followed by another one when she accused Joseph of trying to  
   rape her and Joseph was arrested.   
And you might experience that, evil days that follow you making the right  
   decision, and that can lead to bitterness or doubt. 

The day when the Peter was questioned by the servant girl was an evil day. 
   It was a day of trial. 
Remember how Jesus described what was about to happen to Peter? 
   “Satan has asked to sift you like wheat.” 
There may be an evil day when your loyalty to Jesus or people of God tested. 
  
This is what is sobering about evil days. 
Even though we know that God is sovereign, and that he preserves us— 
   he preserved Job, Joseph, Peter—their faith did not fail. 
But if you are not prepared for evil days, you will suffer repercussions. 
   We don’t have time to go into those repercussions—can read about them yourself. 
   I want to focus on the positive example that we see in this passage. 

You can prepare for the evil days.  Just like the Jews prepared for the 13th of Adar. 
And even though you still have to fight, and suffer some blows, 
   you will stand and emerge victorious and stronger than before. 
Paul says you prepare by putting on the armor of God— 
   helmet of salvation, breastplate of righteousness, shield of faith. 
   Armor of God simply the benefits and privileges of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Putting on the armor—appropriating those benefits and privileges. 
   More than just intellectual knowledge of Good News— 
   knowing it so that it sinks down deep and animates and strengthens you. 

Years ago, before Cullman, was in the home of a family who had lost their son.  
   Death was sudden, violent—it was an evil day. 
Although they were grieving deeply, I watched the father talking to people 
   who were coming by to offer their consolation.  He was encouraging them. 
Gospel truths, hope of eternal life were so real to him. 
   That’s because he was prepared.  Lord used that preparation as a channel of grace. 
St. Augustine:   
In prosperity you make moral progress and in adversity you learn the progress you have made.   



MP#2  Entangling sin 
Some people who read this chapter criticize Esther for her request that the edict  
   be extended so the Jews will have one more day to kill their enemies. 
   Also, her request to hang the bodies of the ten sons of Haman seems vengeful.   
It wasn’t.  This was a war of self-defense.  
   Esther knew that in the capital city, there was still a pocket of enemies 
   that had to be dealt with for the security of her people. 
By hanging Haman’s sons, she we actually giving them a warning— 
   leave us alone, if you come against us, you will be destroyed.   
And in the bigger picture, the Lord was working out his saving purposes 
   and his judgments through Israel. 

But I want to use Esther’s ruthlessness toward her enemies to draw 
   another parallel to the Christian life.  
Just as there were pockets of enemies in Susa after a hard day of fighting, 
   that required more fighting before they could be destroyed— 
   in your life there are particular sins that must be ruthlessly attacked. 
In the Christian life there are some sins that are especially hard to deal with— 
   they require special determination and ruthlessness. 

Hebrews 12 speaks of entangling sins, older versions, besetting sins. 
   Idea seem to be that in each life, there are particular sins that pull us down. 
What is an entangling sin for one person, might not be for another. 
   But a Christian can’t leave them alone, have to fight until they leave you alone. 

No easy formulas or shortcuts—instead, Bible uses some violent words 
Col. 3  “Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature, 
   sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed which is idolatry.” 
Notice that putting to death your earthly nature is something commanded to do.  
You have to fight.  God gives you the power.  
   Jesus’ death is your death—sinful nature has been put to death, died to sin. 
   And you have to kill it. 
Three questions. 

1.  What are your entangling sins?  Do you even know? 
You have to go deeper than just your outward behavior. 
It’s not just lying, or cursing, or overspending or the things you do over 
   and over that are bad and cause problems in your life. 
You have to get to the underlying sins. 
What are the imaginations and fantasies in your mind, why dream about those? 



   What are your fears, what afraid of losing or not having? 
   What are your idols.  We’ve talked enough about that.   
How are your sins related to deeper desires for approval, pleasure, security, control? 
   If you can’t answer those questions, will be hard to fight. 
   Focusing just on your behavior, not motivating affections of your heart. 

2.  What are you doing to kill and cut off these sins? 
“If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away.  It is better for you to lose 
one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.  And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away.  It is better for you to lose one part of your body 
than for your whole body to go into hell.” 
   You have to have a strategy.  Must be deliberate. 

If your entangling sin is anger.  Comes out in hateful words to spouse, children. 
   Fits of rage.  Come to realize anger is at God for not giving you life you want. 
   Or you don’t have control or respect you crave—how are you going to kill that? 
What are you going to do before you walk in the door after work? 
   What Gospel truths are you going to press home?  And how?   
   Very practical matters.  A visible reminder.  A card on dashboard. 
“When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate, entrusted himself to him who judges 
“Do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil a foothold.” 

I know a Christian man a thief in former life.  Desire to steal didn’t go away. 
   Ephesians 4:28 a verse has gone to over and over. 
   “Let him to steals, steal no longer, rather let him work with his hands,  
   doing something useful, that he may have something to share with those in need.” 

3.  What are you going to replace these sins with?   
Essential part of the battle against entangling sins.   
   Have to be replaced with the opposite.   
   Stealing has to be replaced with working and giving. 
Fits of rage have to be deliberately replaced with acts of love. 
   When get home from work, you kiss wife, ask her about day— 
   instead of taking your anger out on her. 
You have to work this out for yourself.   
   Essential part of fighting entangling sins.   

Don’t neglect this fight.  If Esther had—no end of trouble later. 
   John Owen:  “I’ll leave sin alone when it leaves me alone.” 



MP#3  Exhausting victories 
The passage reminds us that in the Christian life you can have seasons of success, 
   you can win spiritual and moral victories, and then handle poorly, 
   so that you end up spiritually exhausted. 

I want to point out an interesting detail in this story. 
There is a phrase that is repeated three times about the Jews. 
   “But they did not lay their hands on the plunder.” 
   Any time something repeated three times, important. 

Why didn’t they lay hands on plunder? 
   On one level, good politics.  Proof they were killing in self-defense. 
   That certainly contributed to the good view people had of them. 
But there is a deeper and more interesting reason. 

This is a reference back to something hundreds of years earlier in history of Israel, 
   back in the time of King Saul, back in 1 Samuel 15.  Studied several months ago. 
God had commanded Saul to destroy the Amalekites. 
   They were enemies of God and Israel, and attacked many times. 
   Tried to wipe Israel out of existence. 
God said, destroy them completely, and take no plunder, destroy plunder. 
   That was important because this was God’s judgment. 

Saul won the victory, defeated them—but kept the plunder, spared King Agag. 
   Does that name ring a bell in Esther?   
   Haman was an Agagite.  Told that five times in Esther.  Key detail. 
Descendant of Amalekites, line of Agag. 
Because of Saul’s failure after the victory, God’s people 
   threatened again 400 years later by this old enemy. 

So this time the Jews decided—we are going to do this right. 
   When we win the victory, we will take no plunder—doing it God’s way. 
   Will be tempting, but we won’t ruin this victory by dishonoring God. 
There is a parallel in the fight of the Christian life—often see in the Bible. 
   After seasons of success, success in family, in work and finances, 
   after spiritual and moral victories, after prayers are answered,  
   mountains climbed, rivers crossed— 
There is a danger of a spiritual or moral fall. 
   Many examples, David, Elijah, Peter. 
A minister I know had a man in church who taught adult Sunday school for years. 



   Lots of good things happened in his class.  
   Another man joined church, more talent, more intelligence—started teaching. 
   His class grew, other man’s shrunk. 
First man could not say—God has given me great success in Sunday school. 
   Now, it is time for people I’ve taught to be taken to another level. 
He wanted the spoils—wanted the continued attention. 
   He did not take it well.  Became so angry and bitter he left the church. 

This is the danger of victories that God gives us, even spiritual and moral ones— 
   we think that we’ve done it.  Because, of course, we’ve had to fight and struggle. 
   But we forget that it was only possible by the power of Christ. 
So when the victory comes, or enter a time of peace and prosperity— 
   very vulnerable to pride and sense of entitlement.   

So what’s the solution?  How do you prepare for victories? 
   Because you will have victories in the Christian life. 
   When they come how to you keep from responding poorly, being dragged down? 
Has to be by looking at the cross.  Seeing all Jesus has done for you. 
That way, when you do win a victory, will know it only came by his strength, 
   and it cost him greatly to give you that strength— 
   and that will fill you with gratitude and humility. 

When you were a child, did parents ever help you with school projects? 
   Know parents have different opinions on this.  Let them do it themselves. 
  Some practically take over and do the project themselves.  My parents. 
I made an A on 6th grade science project my dad and I had worked on. 
   I still remember thinking even then, I wouldn’t have gotten without him. 
   That made me humble.   
I couldn’t laugh at the crummy science projects of kids whose parents didn’t help! 
   Walking closely to Christ, will make victories—even this week, stepping stone 
   to greater victories, rather than occasions for prideful fall.   

CONC:  Fight the good fight. 
There are evil days, entangling sins, exhausting victories— 
   but the Lord in his goodness has told you about these things— 
   and has given you all you need, all the Gospel armor to win. 
So let’s come to the Table, commune with our Captain in the fight— 
   be strengthened for the work of this coming week.


