
“The Unseen Sovereign:  Grace of Crisis”      Esther 3:12-4:17     June 25, 2017 

SI:  Esther is the story of a young Jewish woman, a believer in the true God,  
   who sells out to the values of pagan, Persian culture. 
She compromises her morality, her character, and her identity. 
   She makes those compromises so that she will have a comfortable, easy life. 

And she would have stayed there, but for one thing—God was at work. 
Our reading this morning, chapter 4, is very important. 
   This is the spiritual climax of the book of Esther. 
   This is not the dramatic climax.   
There is still a huge unresolved problem at the end of chapter four— 
   the Jews are still facing total annihilation. 

But the spiritual turning point of Esther’s life takes place in this chapter. 
   God uses the crisis the Jews are facing to turn Esther away from the life 
   of moral and spiritual compromise that she had chosen.  
From this point on we start to see the first hints 
   of the great message of the book of Esther. 

Because of God’s grace in Christ, there is no such thing as Plan B for your life. 
   It is impossible to mess up so much that God cannot use you, 
   even in the very place your sinful choices have taken you. 

He doesn’t do that by excusing your sin, 
   or by making it good, or even by removing the consequences. 
He does it by sovereignly working through the consequences 
   to bring about his purposes in ways that you could never imagine. 



INTRO:  Allison and I have our homeowners insurance with Knight Free Ins. 
I was once talking to Elliot Free about his work and he said that whenever  
   someone’s house is badly damaged or destroyed—like by a fire or tornado— 
   they always build it back better than it was before. 
He said that in the industry they call this The Hot Tub Principle. 
   As long as we’re rebuilding the house, let’s put in a hot tub‼! 

There is a parallel in the Christian life. 
   The Lord uses crises—he uses the fires and tornadoes— 
   to tear down old things in us, so that he can rebuild something much better.   
The Bible describes the Christian life as a process of tearing down and building up. 
   Paul describes it as taking off the old and putting on the new. 
   Putting to death and growing into maturity. 

Most of the time this happens calmly,  in the ordinary flow of life.   
Bad habits and attitudes are torn down, or we might say, they are slowly eroded, 
   by the ordinary means of grace, by Lord’s Day worship week after week, 
   year after year, by regular fellowship with believers, by rhythm of Christian life. 
Growing in their place are new habits and attitudes, fruit of the Spirit. 
   Love, joy, peace, patience and so on.   
   These are cultivated over time. 

But sometimes, occasionally, these changes happen violently through crises. 
Things are torn down very suddenly, very painfully. 
   The crisis is so sudden that it knocks you so off balance. 
   So your only real option is to grab on to Jesus Christ. 
You may grab him with mixed motives— 
   Out of sheer panic and fear.  Out of desperate hope he will fix things. 
   But it’s Jesus Christ you grab on to nevertheless.  
And the Lord then uses that to move you to a new place in walk with him.  

In the midst of the crisis it may seem that God is far away, but you will look back  
   one day and say—look what God did in my life. 
Esther 4 shows how God uses crises in the lives of believers. 
   He uses them as conduits for blessing.   
Knowing this will not make the crisis you are in pass more quickly, 
   and it will probably not make it any less painful. 
But if you know in the big sense what God is doing, that gives you confidence 
   and helps you cooperate with his Holy Spirit. 
So let’s look at this passage under two headings.   



See how the Lord uses crises to pour out his grace on you in two ways— 
   one negative and one positive. 
Through crises the Lord  
   1.  Tears down your idols. 
   2.  Builds you up in Christ.  



MP#1  First, he tears down your idols 
What is idolatry?  Idolatry is not just someone bowing down before a statue— 
   it is the Bible’s way of describing everything that is wrong with us. 
Idolatry started in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve 
   chose to worship and serve created things instead of the Creator. 
And that’s simply what idolatry is—it is serving, worshipping things besides God. 
   It is trusting created things to give you what God alone can give. 

You can’t truly understand the negative things in yourself apart from idolatry.. 
   Why do you lie?  Why do you break your promises? 
   Why do you indulge in bitterness, self-pity, and destructive habits? 
   Why are you overwhelmed by problem emotions?  Anger, worry, boredom? 
Of course the general answer is that you are weak and sinful. 
   But the specific answer is you are worshipping an idol instead of the living God. 

As I’ve told you many times over the years, I learned about this from Tim Keller— 
   his writings and sermons. 
If you want a good summary, read his book Counterfeit Gods. 
   One of the helpful distinctions he makes is between what he calls  
   deep idols and surface idols.   
Deep idols are the things that really motivate us. 

Keller says there are basically four deep idols:   
   power, approval, control, and comfort or security. 
In other words, at the deepest level, these are the things we desire more 
   than God himself.  These are the things more important to us than Jesus. 
   Depending on your personality, upbringing, drawn one or two more than others. 

Then there are surface idols.  Let me read you a short section from Keller’s book. 
*** 

Any good thing God has made can be a surface idol— 



   romance, sex, marriage, children, career, food, drink. 
We can use all sorts of things to get those what we desire more than God. 

Let’s look at Esther through this grid. 
What was it that motivated Esther to compromise her morals and her identity? 
   It’s pretty obvious her idol was security.  
Her cousin Mordecai taught her this.  It was his idol as well. 
   Remember Mordecai said to her:  Don’t tell anybody who you are. 

So what did her security idol demand of her?   
   You want a secure and comfortable life—then go with the flow.   
   Conform your morality and values to everyone else. 
   Hide your identity as a follower of God. 
That’s exactly what Esther did. 

Remember what she said to the head eunuch.   
   You tell me what is beautiful.  Tell me what I should be and I will become that.  
He told her and she played the perfectly compliant Barbie Doll for King Xerxes. 
   She adopted the world’s standard of beauty and sexuality.   
   And what did that get her?  A place of security and comfort in Xerxes harem. 

But not for long.  And now we get to the crisis and God’s grace. 
   Esther had been living this life for five years. 
   Became queen in 7th year of Xerxes’ reign, it is now the 12th year. 
She had sunk so deeply into this life of comfortable compromise 
   that she was not even aware of the edict against the Jews. 
Did you notice that detail?  
   She had no idea why Mordecai was in mourning. 

And when Mordecai tells her and urges her to go to the king and beg for her people, 
   look at Esther’s first response.  No way.   
It’s against the law to go to the king without being summoned. 
   Hasn’t called me in 30 days.  In other words, playing with other women in harem. 
If I do what you say I will be jeopardizing the thing that is most important to me— 
   my security.  No way.  I’m not going to do it.  Too hard to ask. 

Then Mordecai responds with words that must have shaken Esther to the core. 

“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house, you alone of all the Jews will escape.   
   If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will come from another  



   place, but you and your father’s family will perish.   

I’m sure she started hyperventilating when she heard that. 
Because these words were a crushing blow to Esther’s security idol. 
   All her years of trying to fit in, all her moral compromises. 
   All her hiding of her true identity did not give her the life she wanted.  
She thought it had, five years were pretty good—but it was an illusion. 

This was an earthquake.  This was a tornado. 
But don’t you see God’s grace?  He orchestrated this crisis to tear down her idol. 
   And he works in the same way with you.   

When you are in a crisis, you have to cooperate with the Lord in tearing down idol. 
   Means first you have to know what that idol is. 
Not just your surface idols.  Those are easy to identify.  Your deep idols.   

Start by identifying your problem emotions.  Everybody is different. 
   Some people respond to crisis with anger and bitterness, 
   others fear and worry, others despondency and self-hatred.   
   Other respond with stoicism.  Ask yourself questions.  

Am I angry because I’m blocked from getting something I think necessary for life? 
Am I scared because something being threatened that I think necessary for life? 
Am I despondent because I have lost or failed at something think necessary for life? 
   What is this thing that is so important to me that I think I can’t live without? 
   It’s not just the money.  It’s not just the relationship or the job. 
What is this deep thing you desire that created things promise but can’t give you? 

The Lord uses crises to tear down your idols.   



MP#2  Second, He builds you up in Christ.  
He tears down and he build us.  Remember the Hot Tub Principle! 
He does that by showing you that Jesus and the Gospel give you fully 
   the very thing your idol promised but couldn’t deliver. 

Esther was devastated by her loss.   
   For five years she had given herself, body and soul to making a secure life. 
   All of that was ripped away. 
But look at Mordecai’s words again.   
“If you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another 
place . . . And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this.” 

This is a remarkable statement.  It is so full of grace. 
Mordecai was not a good Jew.   
   He had made many of the same compromises Esther had made. 
Story seems to indicate that he rode on Esther’s coattails and had become  
   a minor official in Xerxes court.  He loved the security and position. 
Mordecai must have known he and Esther did not deserve to have things go right, 
   but he expressed a confidence that the Lord was going to work things for good. 
He was sure that deliverance for the Jews will arise. 
   If not through Esther, through some means, the Lord would deliver them. 

This shows that the Lord was also working in Mordecai’s life through this crisis. 
   He was bringing Mordecai back to the faith of his childhood.  
   Mordecai was being forced to latch on to and reclaim God’s covenant. 
What was God’s covenant?  
   It was a binding promise, a promise sealed with blood, he had made to Abraham. 
   That promise was:  I will bless Abraham, and all nations blessed through him. 
That meant the Lord would be faithful to keep the children of Abraham safe,  
   even in the most hopeless situations. 

God’s covenant with Abraham is fulfilled for us in Jesus Christ.   
God has made a covenant with his Son Jesus Christ. 
   He promised to care for and protect all who are in Christ. 
   That promise has been sealed by the blood of Jesus on the cross. 
So even though we don’t deserve to have anything go right, 
   the Lord is working everything for good because of his love for us in Christ. 
And all of our sinful compromise and idolatry was paid for by Jesus death— 

That means God only allows bad things for his holy and wise purposes. 



   So we can relax because our security in this life is not based on luck, 
   or hard work, but on his gracious love for us. 

Reason this is so significant is that the very thing that Esther wanted so badly, 
   and tried to get through her sinful compromise—the Lord says to her— 
   I will give you.  Relief and deliverance.  Security in this life and the next. 
In fact, God was already working things out for Esther’s good. 
   This position she was in, even though she got there by compromise, 
   he is going to use to work things out for her salvation and all the Jews. 

Look at Esther’s response.  This is so much like us in crisis.   
Esther didn’t respond right away by saying:  You’re right, Mordecai. 
   The Lord is faithful to his covenant with Abraham— 
   I know he will keep me and all his people safe and work all things for my good. 
Instead she said:  Fast for three days, and I will go to the king, 
   even though it is against the law.  And if I perish, I perish. 

Some commentaries try to make that statement sound like strong faith.   
   Like Esther is saying:  Bring it on!  I’m not afraid.   
   I’m ready for anything. 
But it’s really a statement of weak faith. 
   Esther felt backed into a corner. 

She knew that if she didn’t do anything, she would die. 
   But she had very little hope that going to the king would help. 
   She thought she would just die sooner rather than later. 
So this is not strong faith, it’s weak faith—but it’s real faith! 
   And for the very first time in the story we see Esther taking a step 
   towards the Lord and away from her idols.   
This is the Lord’s work.  It’s tiny, but it’s real. 

That’s how the Lord still works.  In crises he comes to his people, 
   shows us that through Christ and the Gospel we can have fully 
   the things that our idols promised and never delivered. 
Even when we take weak little steps toward him, 
   even when we move toward him more out of desperation than devotion, 
   he still receives us and blesses. 

I know a Christian man who was a building contractor. 
   In early years, his business was a success. 



   He didn’t know it at the time, but later on he would say it was also his idol. 
Because success gave him a sense of power.  He was on top. 
   The people who counted wanted to be on his good side. 
But then some bad things happened in his business. 
   Their standard of living greatly affected, sell house, apartment.  
   But the worst thing was he was no longer top dog.  
He had always suffered from insomnia—but this made it worse. 
   One night, instead of picking up deck of cards for solitaire, picked up Bible. 
   He was a Christian, just never read the Bible much. 
All through those long nights he read the Bible. 
   Not only did it give him a taste for the Bible that he never lost— 
   but he started to see that real significance and success  
   come through Jesus Christ who suffered and died. 
He saw that power did not come by winning but by serving.  
   The Gospel humbled and softened him. 
   Dealt with his humiliation, wounded pride, anger  
And so like Esther, God in his grace gave him the very thing he had sought 
   through idols, by drawing him closer to Jesus Christ.   
He began to see that real power comes through serving. 
   That those who are last will be first in the kingdom of God.  
   Changed him so much, started serving and elected as a Deacon in church.   

When you are in a crisis—God will be doing the very same thing. 
   You have to cooperate with Him. 
   We’ve talked about identifying idols.  But don’t stop there. 
Ask yourself this:   
   How does Jesus Christ give me more fully and graciously 
   these things my idol promised but couldn’t deliver?  
Jesus is my approval.  He looks at me with love and acceptance.  
   I’m lovely in his eyes.  He delights in me because he has given himself for me. 
Jesus controls the details of my life.  Not a hair can fall from my head apart from 
   his plan, all things are working for my good in him. 
And on it goes.  You have to work that out yourself. 
If you are asking those questions, then you will be more open to the Lord 
   when he speaks to you through a Christian friend, or spouse, or sermon. 
And you will be ready to take those little steps of faith, 
   that seem so small at the time, but lead to great things.


