
“Roses And Lavender”                      March 27, 2016 
Amos 9:11-15 

SCRIPTURE INTRO:   
Please open your Bibles to Amos 9.   
This morning we’re finishing our study of Amos that we started back in January. 

Some of you are probably saying:   
   Amos on Easter Sunday?  That’s a bad idea.   
Amos has been nine solid chapters of God’s judgment against unfaithful Israel 
   and that’s not what I want to hear today. 
It might be ok for other Sundays, but please, not this Sunday. 

I understand your concern, but trust me.   
   The final verses of Amos are perfect for Resurrection Sunday. 



INTRO:  There was a German Bible scholar named Julius Wellhausen who lived in  
   1800s.  He was a brilliant man, but developed an approach to interpretation  
   that undermined confidence in the trustworthiness of the Bible.   
Wellhausen argued that any time something seems awkward in the Bible, 
   that awkwardness is evidence of contradictory sources.   
So, if a story is repeated in the Bible or if different names for God  
   are used, or if there is an abrupt transition—that is evidence of different sources. 
And according to Wellhausen, different sources mean the books of the Bible  
   were not written by the people who the Bible says wrote them. 
Instead, a bunch of anonymous editors crammed together a bunch of contradictory  
   fragments of literature, and they did a pretty sloppy job of it. 
So Moses didn’t write the Pentateuch, Isaiah didn’t write Isaiah, and so forth. 

Wellhausen’s fundamental assumptions have been debunked. 
   Those places in the Bible that he called awkward have been shown to be 
   standard features of good Hebrew literature—not sloppy editing. 
But I’ve given you this background about Wellhausen because I want to read you 
   something he wrote about these final verses of Amos. 
   He thought they were bogus.  He thought they were a contradiction. 
He said the transition to these verses from the rest of the book is too abrupt. 
   They couldn’t have been written by the same person who wrote the first nine  
   chapters, so he was dismissive of them. 

Here’s what he wrote: 
   [The conclusion of Amos] is “roses and lavender instead of blood and iron . . . After all his  
   earlier menaces, he cannot suddenly break off, he cannot pour out of the cup of Yahweh’s  
   wrath finally milk and honey.   
Wellhausen is saying all of Amos up to this point has been blood and iron, 
   it’s been the cup of Yahweh’s wrath, so it’s preposterous to think that now it  
   would be any different. 

These verses are just roses and lavender, they’re just milk and honey.   
   He’s being dismissive.    
He’s mocking anyone who would seriously think the same biblical writer could  
   say for nine chapters that God is wrathful, and then quickly turn around and  
   promise hope and blessing from the hand of the same God.   

Well, we agree with Wellhausen about one thing— 
   the end of Amos is startling.  This is an abrupt and surprising transition.   
But there’s no contradiction here.  



   We worship a God who specializes in abrupt transitions. 
From darkness to light, from a barren womb to a fruitful womb, 
   from slavery to freedom, from no people to my people,  
   from shame to honor, from orphans to sons, 
   from exile to restoration, from weeping to rejoicing. 

And the most abrupt and surprising transition of all was on Easter morning, 
   when the women went to the tomb to anoint the body of Christ with spices, 
   but the stone was rolled away, and an angel was sitting on it, and he said: 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  He is not here.  He has risen! 

We believe in abrupt transitions, we believe in those moments of grace 
   when blood and iron give way to roses and lavender.   
So let’s talk about the roses and lavender. 
   Let’s talk about the blessings of God’s grace that Amos highlights 
   here in this lovely and surprising end of his book.   

There are two of them, one for now and one for later. 

Credit where credit is due:   
   Leaning heavily on sermon by Dr. Robert Rayburn on this passage, 
   as I have throughout this series on Amos. 



MP#1  The blessing for now is that through Jesus Christ, you can be part of  
   a worldwide, expanding, glorious, and victorious kingdom. 
Amos prophecy is about us.   
   And by us I mean, specifically, Gentile believers in Jesus Christ. 
At first glance it doesn’t seem like that.  It seems this is about Israel and the Jews. 
   There is this promise to restore David’s fallen tent— 
   that’s obviously a reference to King David, his dynasty, restoring his kingdom. 
That seems to be an exclusively Jewish thing, the restoration of David’s line. 

But it’s much bigger than the Jews.   
We have, in the New Testament itself, an interpretation of these verses. 
   It’s in Acts 15 and it’s fascinating. 
In the early church, the controversial issue was,  
   what do we do with Gentile believers in Jesus Christ?   
All the first Christians were Jews.  All the Apostles were Jews. 
   Jesus was the Messiah of the Jews.  The mother church was in Jerusalem. 

Then Gentiles began to believe the good news of Jesus’ resurrection and the 
   Jewish believers wondered what to do with them. 
Do we let them in?  Do we make them become Jews first, get circumcised? 
   Do we make them have separate churches?   
   This was a controversial issue.  Feelings were strong. 
There was this keen sense that the Jews had of being a separate people,  
   separate from the Gentiles, yet they sensed something new was happening. 

So, the apostles and elders called a church counsel in Jerusalem to examine issue. 
   After much debate, James spoke up, half brother of Jesus, church leader.   
James said:  Listen to all these stories of Gentiles coming to faith in the Messiah. 
   Don’t you see what’s happening?   
   We’re witnessing the fulfillment of prophecy. 

And then he quoted end of Amos. 
   After this I will return and rebuild David's fallen tent.  Its ruins I will rebuild, and I will  
   restore it, that the remnant of men may seek the Lord and all the Gentiles who bear my name. 
James was saying, the rebuilding of Israel under the restored throne of David 
   is starting to happen right now.  We’re seeing it happen as Gentiles come to faith. 
Jesus, the son of David, is seated at the right hand of God, seated on the throne. 
   And he’s bringing under his rule men and women, boys and girls 
   from every tribe, language, people and nation.   
One little detail.  Amos mentions Edomites.  Historic enemies of Israel. 



   Only subjugated under one king, King David.  Again under restored Davidic line. 
   That’s what we were, enemies of God, conquered by Son of David, Jesus Christ. 

It must have been an electrifying moment in the Jerusalem Assembly as these 
   devout Jewish followers of Christ began to realize the implications— 
   that the nations, the Gentiles were being brought into Israel through faith in Jesus. 
If you believe in Christ, if you’ve been conquered by his love, part of his kingdom. 
   You’re part of the world-wide, expanding, victorious reign of King Jesus. 

You’ll notice in bulletin, portion of an email update from Andy and Brooke Cheely 
   missionaries in China, working as English teachers. 
Cheelys with us last month and during Sunday school Andy told remarkable story. 
   He gave us a 2000 year sweep of the growth of the Kingdom of God.   
The Gospel started in Jerusalem, for the next 1500 years it went west into Europe, 
   then over the next 300 years it crossed the Atlantic to the Americas, then  
   continuing westward, over the next 100 years the Gospel crossed the Pacific  
   and came to Asia and to China.   

Andy related something of the history of the church in China— 
   the early missionary work, the persecution under communists, 
   and the recent growth and boldness of Christianity in China. 
Then he explained how there is a conviction among Chinese Christians. 
   The conviction is that somehow Jesus will use the Chinese church to complete the  
   circle of the globe, to bring Good News back to Middle East, birthplace of Christ. 

Andy told how last summer he took some Christian Chinese college students to  
   Jordan to help Syrian refugees and how these Muslim refugee families heard for  
   the first time about the love of God and the love of Jesus from Chinese Christians,  
   and how many of them came to faith and gave their lives to Christ. 

We could tell story after story, but what an amazing blessing. 
   Many people look at turmoil among the nations, terrorism, economic uncertainty,  
   and they are worried.  They put their hopes in this or that political party.   
And that just deepens their sense of anxiety.  What if party doesn’t win! 
   Not us.  We’re not worried.   
We’ve been conquered by King Jesus, we’re living by faith under the  
   reign of David’s greater son.  His kingdom is expanding and glorious.   
   We’re on the winning side.  That’s the blessing now. 
MP#2  The blessing later is that through Jesus Christ, you get to enjoy a 
   joyful, satisfying, and eternal life in a renewed world.   



After restoring and expanding David’s tent, the Lord says 
   that he is going to bring exiled Israel back to the land. 
   Where is this land?  
Some people have said must refer to the Jews returning to land, state of Israel 1948. 
But that won’t do.  Not at all.  There’s something much bigger going on than 
   that little patch of ground over there in the Middle East. 

Once again, let’s look at the New Testament for help in understanding. 
In Matthew 5, in the beatitudes, the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount, 
   Jesus says:  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 
He’s quoting from Psalm 37:11 which says the meek will inherit the land. 
   But the Lord Jesus expanded it.  The Promised Land becomes the whole earth.   

In Romans 4:13 this becomes even clearer.   
Paul says that Abraham and his offspring received the promise 
   that they would be heirs of the world.   
When Abraham actually received that promise way back in Genesis, 
   he was promised the land of Canaan. 
But Paul clarifies the full scope of the promise, the land becomes whole world.   
Galatians says that if we belong to Christ we are Abraham’s seed, 
   and heirs according to the promise.  That means Christians are heirs of the world. 

Hebrews 11 makes clear that the Old Testament saints understood this. 
   They understood even back then that Canaan and the Promised Land 
   were just foreshadowings of something greater—the heavenly country— 
   and the rest of the eternal peace of heaven. 
Then 2 Peter 3 and Revelation 21 complete the picture— 
   they tell speak of a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 

When you take all the biblical data, the picture is not a purely spiritual world,  
   not a totally different world—but this world made new.  This world redeemed. 
Just as Jesus was raised in his body on Easter—touch me, he said, I’m no ghost— 
   so will we be raised and live in this renewed world as glorified, embodied people. 
Heaven for us and eternity for us will not be floating on clouds playing harps. 
   It will not be an eternal existence as disembodied souls or as angels. 
It will be us in our self-same bodies, as the old words say, glorified,  
   enjoying our inheritance. 
And our inheritance is nothing less than the whole earth, given to us to use, 
   tend, enjoy, and explore for glory of God and the love of Christ. 
It’s beyond our comprehension.  Bible even tells us that. 



   It says that our minds cannot conceive what God has in store. 
   And yet, he wants us to imagine and wonder.  He gives hints.  Amos gives hints.    
He describes the land—and it’s not like any land we’ve ever known. 
   It’s a land of fields that are so productive and vineyards so fruitful, 
   that those who are planting and those harvesting are tripping over each other.  
No sooner is the grain sown than it springs up. 
   And there is so much wine from the vineyards, that the hills are dripping and 
   flowing with it.  It literally says the hills are melting with the wine. 

What does this mean?  I’m not sure, but in the Bible wine and especially new wine  
   is the drink for lovers and friends, it’s the drink for times of plenty, for feasting  
   and for worship—it’s a symbol of happiness and divine blessing. 
Here’s a world where hills are melting with happiness.  I want to go there! 

Earlier in Amos, when he was warning Israel about their rebellion against God, 
   warning them that if they didn’t repent, they would experience judgment  
   through military conquest—and their houses would be torn down, and their 
   fields and vineyards they had worked so hard, would be plowed up and ruined. 
But not in this land.  In this land, if you build a house, you live in it. 
   If you plant a vineyard or a garden, you drink the wine and eat the fruit. 
   He says Israel will be planted in this land, never to be uprooted. 
Here’s a world where work is a blessing and labor is satisfying 
   and where plans succeed and all frustration is removed.  I want to go there too! 

   There shall the curse no more be known, 
   And we no more complain. 
   There God is seen upon his throne 
   And there the Lamb shall reign. 

So taking all this together, where do we find ourselves? 
First, Amos’ prophecy is not for ethnic Jews only, but for all the people of God, 
   Jews and Gentiles alike, living under the expanding, glorious reign of Christ.   
Second, the faithful church, the true Israel is promised a grand future in the land. 
   That land is the world to come, this world restored. 
It’s a fully human, fully authentic life but without the curse, without sin and  
   the consequences of sin.  So it’s a world more wonderful than words can express. 
Those are the two great blessings of the end of Amos. 
MP#3  But there is something else that needs to be said, have to tie to rest of Amos. 
We certainly don’t agree with Wellhausen that this is a contradiction. 
   That the man who wrote first nine chapters couldn’t have written this.   



   Of course he could.  The prophets did it all the time.   
But this is a startling transition and we have to come to terms with that. 

Those of you who have sat through this sermon series that started back in January 
   know that for nine and a half chapters,  
   Amos has preached a message of the certainty of God’s judgment.   
God judges the hearts and the actions, the thoughts and the deeds of every person. 
   And that means every single person who does not have a living faith in  
   Jesus Christ is doomed. 

Remember, one of Amos’ big points is that being in the church doesn’t spare  
   you from God’s judgment—it increases your guilt and severity of your sentence. 
If the book of Amos is anything, it’s an indictment against the church. 
   God’s wrath is most fierce towards church people who say they believe 
   all the right things and who imagine everything is fine between them and God— 
   but who think and live like pagans. 
During Amos’ day, places of worship were packed for holidays. 
   But in their hearts, most people loves and worshiped money, pleasure, comfort. 
   They did not love Lord with all their heart and neighbor as themselves. 

Almost nobody believed Amos when he preached repentance. 
Israel was enjoying an extended period of political stability and economic growth. 
   The idea of God’s judgment so far fetched, didn’t give Amos the time of day. 
So after many, many warnings through the prophets, the Lord judged them. 
   It happened about 20 years after the end of Amos 9. 
   In 721 BC the Assyrian army rolled into Israel and devastated it. 

And that’s how it is for most people.   
   They don’t believe God is going to judge them and judge the world. 
But history rings with anticipations of the final judgment. 
   We saw one this week in Brussels—30 something people swept into eternity. 
   Going about business one minute, next minute standing before God. 
Amos’ message of judgment ought to make us serious people. 
   Serious about our own salvation, salvation of our children and other people. 
We ought to be people who fear God in a world of people who have no fear of God. 
But Amos does not end with this message of doom for those who don’t know Lord. 
   He ends with a promise. 
And we can call it roses and lavender—I’m ok with that— 
   because it’s the promise of hope and confidence under the reign of Jesus now  
   and the promise of fulfillment and joy and perfect satisfaction in the life to come. 



How do we know it’s real?   
   History gives us plenty of evidence that judgment is real. 
   Is there any evidence that eternal life is real? 

Yes.  The empty tomb.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
   On that first Easter morning the Son of David broke forever the power of death. 
That’s how we know our future is secure.   
   Jesus rose from the dead and he said it’s true.   
He looked his disciples in the eye and said:   
   I am going to prepare a place for you.  If it were not so, I would have told you.   

So these then, are the two great outcomes of every human life: 
   Either God’s wrath or God’s eternal salvation through faith in Christ.   
The famous evangelist Billy Sunday used to say that if there is no heaven or hell 
   then there are a lot of ministers who have raised money under false pretenses. 
But this is not just a matter for ministers, but for every one of us. 

The question you ought to put to yourself every day about everything in your life: 
   Am I thinking, am I feeling, am I speaking, am I living as someone should  
   who knows about God’s wrath and God’s eternal salvation? 
And if you are a Christian:  Am I thinking, feeling, speaking and living as someone 
   who knows I deserve God’s wrath, but by his surprising grace to me in Jesus, 
   I am soon to be in a world where the hills are melting with happiness? 

If you could see the king in his glory.  If you could see the beauty of the place. 
   If you could see the smile on everyone’s faces and feel gladness in their hearts. 
If you could see the fullness of waking up every morning to a bright day, 
   then you would not think about your life today in the same way— 
   not the sorrows or the joys. 
Because roses and lavender awaits every one of you who loves and follows 
   the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 


