
“The Roaring Lion”                                                                       January 3, 2016 
Amos 1:1-2:3 !
SCRIPTURE INTRO:  We’re going start the new year  
   studying a little book of the Bible with a big view of God. 
Please open your Bibles to the book of Amos.  One of the minor prophets.   
   We don’t read the minor prophets much because they’re harder to understand  
   than other parts of the Bible. !
But there’s another reason.   
The message of Amos one I suspect many American Christians would rather ignore. 
   Because Amos gives us a view of God as a judging God, a wrathful God 
   who is roaring like a lion in his fierce judgment. 
It’s a message that’s not intended to comfort us at first—but to frighten us.   !
But if you open yourself to Amos’ message,  
   and accept it as God’s inspired word, 
   and if you let it have its way with you,  
   then there is profound comfort to be found. !
Before we begin, want to give credit where credit is due. 
Two sermon series on Amos, one by Rev. Phillip Jensen, other Dr. Robert Rayburn 
   that I will be leaning on and borrowing from liberally.   !!



!
INTRO:  One of the interesting things we take for granted today,  
   is the morality of nations.  Whether it’s wars or economic policies— 
   the actions of nations are judged to be right or wrong, moral or immoral. 
News stories are always couched in moral terms. 
Yesterday one of the headlines was about Saudi Arabia executing 47 Shiites, 
   including a prominent Shiite cleric who was accused of supporting terrorism. 
   Saudi Arabia was condemned by Iran, also by US based Human Rights Watch. !
There are stories blaming nations for inhumane treatment of minorities or refugees. 
   There are stories about blockades or embargoes to pressure evil nations. 
Our own government, through the State Department or the White House publically  
   condemns other nations, like Syria or Russia for this or that policy or decision.   
The international press daily judges the actions of nations. !
At the same time, in our own nation, we are pursuing tolerance and acceptance and  
   inclusiveness in such a way that moral judgments of individuals are forbidden.  
Woe to the person who judges or criticizes or condemns anybody for a lifestyle  
   choice that he or she makes.   
So internationally, there is the tendency to make high moral judgments. 
   But personally, don’t you dare judge me.  !
The Book of the Prophet Amos takes a radically different approach. 
On the on hand, it judges the morality of nations.   
   It holds nations accountable for their actions in war and treatment of people. 
But Amos does not give the right to pass judgment to the international press, 
   or to certain favored nations, or to individuals. 
The judgment of the nations belongs to God. 
   Who is this God who judges?   !
It’s the Lord, the God of Israel—he judges all peoples and all nations. 
Amos begins his message by proclaiming that the LORD roars from Zion. 
   Where is Zion?  It’s Jerusalem.   
The Lord in judgment is compared to a lion roaring as it pounces on its prey. 
   No one can escape from the lion.  It’s the king of the beasts.   
   When it wants to take you, it will. !



Every nation and every person will answer to the Lord of Israel, and to him alone, 
   and he will hold each one accountable by his standard. !
And then Amos takes that message of the judgment of the nations  
   and does something with it that is very, very surprising. 
   It’s unnerving.  It ought to shake you to the core when understand implications.   !
He says not just the nations, but Israel also will be subjected to God’s judgment. 
   It’s not just going to be the pagan nations of the world who the Lord will 
   judge for their cruelty and crimes. 
Israel will be subject to the same judgment, but to a higher standard, 
   and to potentially greater punishment, for evils committed as the  
   privileged people of God.   !
What does that mean for us?  We’ll see. 
Working this out theologically and working this out personally 
   will be the challenge of our study of Amos.   !
So let’s begin.  We’ll look at this first reading from Amos under two points. 
   I’ll give them to you as we go. !



!
MP#1  Be afraid, the Lord judges the nations. 
The book starts with some details about Amos himself and his time. 
It says he was a shepherd.  And in chapter 7, Amos says, I am not a prophet nor  
   the son of a prophet, but a herdsman and pruner of sycamore fig trees. 
That means he was not seminary-trained, as we might say.   
   He was a blue-collar working man who God called. 
Also, he was from the village of Tekoa, which was in the southern kingdom, Judah. 
   That’s unusual because Amos’ preached mostly to Israel, northern kingdom. !
Let me explain why that was unusual.  A little history lesson. 
King David and his son King Solomon ruled around the year 1000 BC. 
   That’s easy to remember.  1000 years before Christ. 
When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became king and through his foolishness, 
   there was a civil war and the kingdom of Israel split into North and South. 
The Northern Kingdom was the bigger half, and it kept the name Israel. 
The Southern Kingdom took the name Judah.  Jerusalem was in Judah. 
Even though people in both north and south were Hebrews, Israelites, spoke the  
   same language and had the same history, from that point on there were tensions 
   and conflicts and sometimes even wars between Judah and Israel. !
Amos lived 150 years after the split.   
At that time, the king of Judah was Uzziah,  
   and the king of Israel was Jeroboam, Jeroboam II. 
For the northern kingdom of Israel, it was a time of great power and prosperity. 
   The economy was booming and money pouring in. 
   But it was also a time of injustice and immorality. 
Amos, a non-seminary educated, working-class man from a small town in the  
   South goes to the sophisticated, wealthy North to preach message God gave him.   !
What was Amos’ message?  It was a message of God’s judgment.   
But Amos starts with the judgment of the nations surrounding Israel. 
   There is a formula that he repeats.  It goes like this: 
“This is what the LORD says.  For three sins of (then he names the nation), 
   and even for four, I will not turn back my wrath.” 
This is a way of saying that God is slow to anger, he is not leaping to judgment. 
   These are evils that have been repeated over and over by these nations. 
Then, Amos describes an evil thing the nation has done, indicative of behavior. 



   Then he tells what judgment God will send, what cities destroyed, 
   or what kings will be killed—the punishment fits the crime. 
Then it ends with the phrase:  Says the LORD. 
   That formula is repeated for six nations around Israel.   
   All charged with what we would call war crimes or crimes against humanity.   
Damascus (capital of Aram) threshed Gilead with sledges having iron teeth. 
A threshing sledge was a heavy farm tool pulled behind animals to grind and  
   break loose the grain from the wheat or barley.  
This probably means that’s what they did to all soldiers they captured. 
   They crushed them to death under threshing sledges.  
There are WWII accounts of Germans crushing rows of Russian POWs under 
   tank treads and the Russians doing the same during the German retreat. !
Gaza, the Philistines, took whole communities captive and sold them. 
   What we call today ethnic cleansing, genocide.   
   There are plenty of 20th and 21st century examples. 
Tyre did the same thing, but there is the added detail that they disregarded a treaty. 
   So they broke their word in order to gain advantage over other nation. 
   Once again, plenty of examples of that in history.  Native Americans. !
Edom pursued his brother with a sword, stifling all compassion. 
   Brutality in war, no mercy, no quarter given, no concern for collateral damage. 
Ammon ripped open the pregnant women of Gilead in order to extend borders. 
   The evil treatment of women and children by invading armies has been 
   repeated countless times in every age of human history. 
Moab burned as if to lime the bones of Edom’s king.   
   Desecration and mutilation of the bodies of enemies.  
God says:  For these evils and for many others, I will not turn back my wrath. 
   Judgment will fall and the punishment will fit the crime. !
There are two profound theological truths in Amos’ prophecies of judgment. 
   The first is that the God of Israel is Lord over all nations. 
You should notice a detail in your Bible.  Every time Amos mentions God,  
   he calls him the LORD, and it’s written in all capital letters. 
That’s signal from the translators this is the personal name of the God of Israel. 
   What is his personal name?  In years past, Christians said his name was Jehovah. 
   Recently scholars have said Yahweh is more accurate.   
We don’t know exactly how it sounds.  You can’t tell from the spelling. 



   The Hebrews didn’t say his name out loud.   
   They substituted the generic word for Lord.  !
But when they read it, they knew this was God’s personal name. 
   It was by this name Jehovah, Yahweh, the LORD that he made himself known  
   to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and by this name he called Israel to be his people. 
It’s also to this name that Isaiah says every knee will bow and every tongue confess. 
   The Apostle Paul took that and applied it to Jesus.   
Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus Christ is Yahweh, the covenant God of Israel.   
   So it is Jesus himself who is the Lord of the nations. 
   He is the Lord of Moab, Edom, Ammon, of China, Iraq, India, United States. !
Usually when we use that language, Jesus Lord of nations, thinking of salvation. 
   We’re talking about missions, people being saved and brought to faith.  
But Amos paints a different picture.   
   He’s the Lord of judgment.  He’s a lion roaring about to tear and kill. !
That’s the first great theological truth.   
The second is that Yahweh Jesus does not judge the nations for their religion. 
   He doesn’t judge them for not believing in him.   
   He doesn’t judge them for being Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, secularists 
He judges them according to the law of God written on their hearts.  
   Amos uses the most extreme examples to make the point that  
   all nations and all individuals have a God-given conscience.   !
You see, if the shoe was on the other foot, none of those conquering nations would  
   want their treaties broken, or their captured soldiers crushed and their bodies  
   desecrated, or their own daughters and sisters ripped open or sold into slavery. 
Because they know those things are wrong.   
   And if they would be horrible done to me, then horrible done to other people. 
The conscience of individuals and of nations can be seared, but never fully silenced. 
   And it remains the basis for God’s just judgment of all mankind. !
For three sins of America, even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. 
   We have certainly been the most favored and blessed country in all history. 
We’re not Congo or Haiti or some other awful little country— 
   we’re the land of purple mountains majesty above the fruited plain. 
And yet we’ve violated our national conscience in the commission of certain sins. 
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The Lord is patient, but if there is no repentance, judgment will fall and things  
   people trust will be shaken—like the terrible earthquake in Amos’ time. !
So is this where the message of Amos is supposed to lead us? 
   To make us concerned about the national sins of the United States?   
That’s certainly one faith lesson.  We ought to be rightly afraid for our country. 
   We ought to pray for God’s mercy and for repentance. 
But that’s not why Amos preached his message.  That’s not why it’s in the Bible. 
It’s here to cut much closer to home.  That brings us to the second point: !
MP#2  Be very afraid, the Lord judges the church. 
Look again at the very first verse of Amos’ prophecy. 
   The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa—what he saw concerning Israel. 
His message is about Israel.   
Amos never preached these judgments and condemnations against the Moabites  
   in Moab, or against Philistines in Philistia.  This was all preaching against Israel.   
His point is that if those nations will get what they deserve for their sins, 
   how much more will Israel suffer God’s punishment for her sins. !
So who is Israel?  Us.  The church. 
   That’s why I said this will shake you.   
   The message of Amos is that the church can fall under the judgment of God. 
The purpose of this opening sermon by Amos is to demonstrate that just as no 
   pagan nation will escape divine retribution for their sins, so Israel will be 
   subject to the same judgment for her sins. 
Only Israel’s judgment will be more thorough and more harsh, 
   because she has sinned against the light of God’s Word,  
   and the privilege of being God’s chosen people. !
If the Syrians and the Edomites are guilty of treating people like things, 
   that they can use and dispense with, or treat with contempt— 
   well that is what the Israelites were guilty of in their own ways. 
Amos’ point is that there is nothing that the pagan nations are doing 
   that Israel is not guilty of doing too, at least in spirit. 
   And what was going to happen to those nations must happen to Israel. !
Her privileges as God’s chosen people would not protect her if she refused to  



   honor the Lord with obedience and by living a life of love and goodness. 
Even closer to the bone, you will see, as we get into this book,  
   that the sins that Amos exposes in Israel, we find in our own hearts and church. 
They might not be committed with the same hard-hearted unrepentance that  
   characterized Israel in Amos’ time—but they are the same sins. 
So they are subject to the judgment of God. 
Now at this point you may ask:  Why are we talking about this? 
   We’re Christians. 
We have acknowledged our sinfulness, we’ve found forgiveness through Jesus. 
   Why should we spend this beautiful Lord’s Day morning groveling in Amos’ 
   relentless exposure of the sin and the reality of God’s judgment? 
Shouldn’t we move on to happier things and talk about God’s grace in our live? !
Apparently not.   
Certainly as Christians we do have to move on from our sin 
   and to live out our forgiveness 
But the Bible spends so much time and space on this subject of judgment, 
   that it is clearly God’s will for believers to go over this ground again and again. 
The Bible was written to the church and to believers. 
   It has a message that unbelievers need to hear, but it is addressed to believers. 
   Just like Amos was preaching to Israel.    !
So what about Jesus and the cross and forgiveness and no condemnation? 
   All true.  Thank God.   
But it is vitally important for Christians to remember that the God of the Bible, 
   the true and ling God is equally a God of love and justice, 
   a God of mercy and holiness, a God of grace and vengeance. 
Christians should fear God.  !
In our hearts that fear should be balanced with our knowledge of his 
   grace and mercy and fatherly affection for us. 
We know God through Jesus who suffered and died for us. 
But the requirements of God’s holiness remain. 
   And there would never have been a cross if God was not holy and just  
   and full of wrath and vengeance toward sin.   !
It’s true that we are saved from that judgment. 
There’s that wonderful line in the song, In Christ Alone that goes: 



   Til on that cross as Jesus died, the wrath of God was satisfied, 
   For every sin on him was laid, here in the death of Christ I live. 
The wrath has been satisfied, we are safe in the death of Christ. 
   We revel in that, we live by that. 
And, at the same time the wrath of a sin-hating God must remain a permanent 
   part of the consciousness of every Christian. 
It keeps us from taking our salvation for granted. 
   It keeps us hard at work killing our sins and putting on righteousness daily. 
   It keeps us alive to the fact that the world around us is doomed, 
   and that we have to live as ambassadors of the Good News of Jesus. 
Paul says:  Work out your salvation with fear and trembling, knowing it is God 
   who works in you. !
Israel was self-satisfied in Amos’ day.  Many people were well off. 
   The places of worship were full.  Hints in Amos that there was lots of good music. 
But God’s word had been forgotten, his law ignored, his grace taken for granted. 
   People in the church were living their lives as they pleased. 
   We can live our lives and do our thing and God is just going to keep blessing us. !
It did not occur to them that God will not be mocked,  
   whatever a man sows, that will he also reap.   
Or as Amos says it later:  Prepare to meet your God, O Israel. 
   In just a few short years, everything they had worked for and counted on 
   would be brought to ruin, when the Lord’s patience ran out, and he unleashed 
   the Assyrian empire on Israel. !
There’s a big difference encountering a lion behind glass in the zoo and out  
   in the open plains.  At the zoo, it’s fun, you are secure in confidence that the 
   big cat can’t get you.  That’s how Israel thought about God. 
But out in the open, alone with the lion is terrifying— 
   because when it decides to take you, there is nothing to be done. 
   The lion is death and you cannot escape. !
The lion roared in Amos’ day and he has roared many times since, roars today. 
   The fact that most people ignore him, shows the danger they are in. 
But not us.  No one hears the lions roar more clearly and takes it to heart 
   than people who know God, and who love him—precisely because we  
   understand his holy wrath and have trusted him for our salvation. 



!
We of all people should be the ones who take life most seriously because we know 
   that God is not mocked, that he is angry with the wicked every day, 
   and that he will by no means clear the guilty. 
We take to heart the heart of Amos’ message: 
   Prepare to meet your God, O Israel.   


