
“Solidarity”                                                                           September 20, 2015 
Hebrews 13:3 !
SI:  This fall we’re looking in detail at one chapter of Bible—Hebrews 13. 
The book of Hebrews itself is probably a sermon. 
   At the end of the sermon, the preacher, crams in his final thoughts— 
   as preachers sometimes do.   
But he doesn’t have time to develop them. !
He just says:  Because you believe all this I’ve preached about Jesus Christ, 
   because you’ve put your faith in him—do this, do this, do this— 
   don’t do that or that.  Amen. !
So we’re looking at that list of dos and don’ts this fall. 
   We’re at the third command.  Hebrews 13:3 !
Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, 
    and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. !!!



!
INTRO:  Do you recognize any of these names? 
   Yklas Kabduaksov 
   Li Jiatao 
   Lachen Ren 
   Farshid Fathi 
   Nguyen Van Ly 
   Behnam Irani 
   Tohar Haydaro 
   Imran Ghafur 
I didn’t recognize any of those names when I first read them. 
   I don’t even know if I’m pronouncing them correctly. 
   They’re names from Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. !
I got this list of names off a website called “prisoneralert.com”  
   It’s run by a Christian organization called Voice of the Martyrs.  
Voice of the Martyrs gives up to date information on Christians all around the  
   world who are imprisoned for their faith and suffering in other ways.   
Of course, Voice of the Martyrs doesn’t come anywhere close to identifying 
   all imprisoned Christians, but they do a good job following prominent cases. 
They also provide financial help for the families of those imprisoned 
   and they provide information so Christians and churches can pray for them 
   and write letters to them.   !
Let’s just pick one name off the list, Farshid Fathi. 
   He’s an Iranian, 36 years old, wife Leila and two children Rosana, Bardia. 
   Farshid is a Christian convert from Islam. 
He was arrested December 26, 2010 charged with crimes against the state 
   for being involved in a Christian organization. 
He spend a year and a half in jail, mostly in solitary confinement,  
   before being sentenced to six years in prison. 
He has been able to correspond occasionally with his family by letter. !
Farshid wrote a letter to his father in November 2012, seven months into sentence. 
“Often I have been sorrowful because of certain things, but I have never been a slave of  
   sadness.  Often I have been insulted, humiliated and accused, but I have never doubted my  
   identity in Christ.  Some have deserted me, some have fled from me; in no way do I pass  
   judgment on them.  My Lord has never left me.  What really matters is I am my Beloved’s  



   and my Beloved is mine.  This possibly is the sweetest truth of my life that I am His and He is  
   mine.” !
This is what he wrote almost a year later, October 2013. 
“How can I complain about my suffering when my brothers and sisters are paying a high price  
   for their faith all over the world?  I recently heard about many people killed in front of a  
   church in Pakistan . . . So when I look at all these heroes of faith, how can I complain about  
   my suffering?  Thank you so much for your prayers.” !
On April 17, 2014 Farshid went to the aid of a prisoner who had been beaten. 
A guard stomped Farshid’s bare foot with his heavy boot, breaking his foot and toe. 
   He suffered for three days before being taken to the hospital.   
Farshid wrote, 
“Though I was in dire pain, I took it as a gift from our Lord to get out of prison even for a few  
   hours.  Of course, we forgive them for all they have done to us because we are followers of  
   the One who says, ‘Father, please forgive…’” !
I’m ashamed to say I had never heard of Farshid Fathi— 
   this Christian with such a big heart who is in prison and mistreated. 
But now that I know about him, I ought to be praying for him. 
   By the way, his father, his wife and his two children were able to flee from 
   Iran and are living in Canada.   
He has been told he is going to be released early, this December. 
   Maybe he will be, or maybe a ploy to discourage him.   
   
Remember, verse one the theme of Hebrews 13:   
   “Let brotherly love continue.” 
   All the specific commands that follow add depth to that overarching command. 
We saw last week how the command to practice hospitality was to be directed 
   toward Christian strangers. 
This command directed toward Christian brothers who are suffering  
   in a particular way. !
Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, 
   and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. !
So let’s look at it under two headings for you note-takers. 
   1.  Why the Lord gives this command 
   2.  How we should obey him !



!!!
MP#1  Why the Lord gives this command 
There are two big reasons: because our persecuted brothers and sisters need it  
   and because we need it. !
First of all, let’s get something out of the way— 
   this verse is not a command for prison ministry in general. 
It’s not a command to take the Gospel to common criminals who are being 
   incarcerated for their crimes. 
   That’s a good thing and there are plenty of biblical justifications for it. !
This command has in mind, not common criminals, but Christians who are  
   imprisoned or mistreated for their faith, because they are Christians.   
They are the ones who are to be the recipients of our sympathy and solidarity. 
   The Lord gave this command, first of all, for their benefit. !
The greatest danger persecuted Christians face is not imprisonment or  
   the confiscation of property—it’s conformity. 
That’s the goal of persecution.   
   To make them conform to the beliefs, values, behaviors of the dominant culture.   
The book of Hebrews was written to Jewish believers in Christ who had faced  
   intense pressure to conform to the Jewish subculture of which they were a part. !
The first persecution in the book of Acts was led by the Jewish establishment.  
   The Sanhedrin arresting Peter and John.  Stephen’s stoning.   
   Saul’s campaign against the Christians. 
Jewish believers were seen as social and religious deviants by mainstream 
   Judaism, and all of this was pressure to make them conform. 
Chapter 10 of Hebrews describes what these Jewish believers faced. 
   It says they were insulted, persecuted, imprisoned, property confiscated. 
   But they stood firm.  Now they were experiencing a second wave of persecution. 
The writer of Hebrews spends the whole book explaining why they can’t conform.  
   Why they can’t return to the legalistic religion of Judaism— 
   why it would be spiritual suicide to turn backs on grace of Jesus Christ. !
There was also, in the first century, pressure from the dominant Roman culture.  



Romans placed the highest value on civic responsibility, on doing your part 
   to uphold the order and prosperity of society.   
That required performing certain public religious rituals like offerings and meals. 
   Public occasions you put a pinch of incense on fire and said:  Caesar is Lord.  
Refusing to do that was seen as not just irreverent, but as hatred of your fellow 
   citizens for refusing to support their vision of a good and just society. 
In fact, the early Christians were called “haters of mankind” because of their refusal 
   to conform to the beliefs and values of Roman culture. !
Sometimes Christians called haters today for refusing to conform to the beliefs 
   and values of American culture, particularly those related to sexual revolution. 
  That’s a shaming technique to enforce conformity.  You hater! 
The dominant Roman culture wanted the Christians to conform. 
   The Jewish sub-culture wanted the Christians to conform. !
And that’s mostly why persecution occurs against Christians today— 
   to force them to conform to the beliefs and practices of the dominant culture. 
The pressure can be enormous.   
And one of the most important encouragements to hold on and remain faithful 
   is the knowledge that they are not alone.  
Just knowing there are other Christians who are thinking about them and who  
   care about them and understand what they are going through, 
   lifts the spirits and helps them fight another day. !
Even Paul felt that way:  In his second letter to Timothy, mentions Onesiphorus. 
He often refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains, but when he arrived in Rome he  
   searched for me earnestly and found me. 
So even the great Apostle Paul needed refreshment, encouragement when he was 
   in prison for his Christian faith.  Onesiphorus, Christian from Ephesus, came 
   to Rome, found him, and spent time visiting him in prison.  !
A more recent example.  I read this to you over a year ago.   
An email from a Sudanese pastor to an American pastor I know 
This man and the members of his church were under intense pressure to conform  
   to the dominant Islamic culture.  On a number of occasions he had been taken 
   to the police station in the dead of night for interrogation. !
Church buildings in their neighborhood had been bulldozed.   



   He had received death threats from Muslim members of his extended family. 
   And these were the sorts of things other members of his church facing. 
Here’s how he ends his email to his Christian friend. 
Think of me, sometimes, when the ocean, the Atlas Mountains and the Sahara desert divide us. !
Think of me, sometimes, Christian friend in America.  Remember me.   
   It’s an encouragement to know another believer knows what I’m facing and cares. 
   So this command is first of all for the sufferers.   !
But it’s also for us.  It does something in us.  It makes us better Christians. 
   It makes us more compassionate.  More sober.  More thoughtful. 
I was intrigued to see this is the very first thing Calvin mentions in commentary. 
   “There is noting that can give us a more genuine feeling of compassion than to put ourselves  
   in the place of those who are in distress; that is why Hebrew says that we ought to think of  
   those in bonds as though we were bound with them.” 
Use your sanctified imagination to put yourself in their place. !
World magazine had an article back in August about Christians in Nigeria. 
   The title was “Life in the crosshairs.”   
You probably know that there is violent persecution against Christians,  
   mostly in the northern part of the country by the Muslim group Boko Haram. 
The Nigerian army is impotent when it comes to defending its citizens. 
   These terrorists kill men, kidnap women, and children, 
   and try to force people to convert to Islam with terrible threats. !
The World magazine article said that there is a Christian book  
   that is making the rounds in churches throughout northern Nigeria.  All reading. 
It’s a study guide for making biblical decisions in difficult scenarios. 
   Like what?  What are the difficult scenarios these Christians are facing. 
   Maybe, which college should I attend?  How can I improve my marriage? 
   Should we buy a new car?   !
Here are some dilemmas addressed in this book our bros in Nigeria reading. 
   What if enemies say you must denounce Christ in order to stay alive? 
   What if a soldier tells a man to rape a woman on pain of death? 
   What if soldiers make a person eat human flesh on pain of death?   
Each question includes Bible passage to help Christians respond rightly. 
   I don’t know about you, but when I read that, put myself in their place, 
   it helps me see my problems in a different light. 



Makes me ashamed of the little ways I disobey God. 
Yes, we need this command to remember those who are persecuted.   
   So now let’s consider . . . !!
MP#2  How we should obey this command. 
The Bible often commands us to remember certain things. 
   Remember you were slaves in Egypt. 
   Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 
   Remember the Lord’s death until he comes.   
The Lord’s faithfulness is described as him remembering his covenant. 
So to remember is to bring something to mind for the purpose of acting on it. 
   How then should we remember those who are in prison and mistreated?   
Three suggestions:  an informed mind, a compassionate heart, and bended knees.  !
Remembering means having an informed mind. 
   You have to know about Christians who are in prison and mistreated. 
We live in a day of unprecedented information about the persecuted church. 
   You could spend an hour this afternoon on the internet looking just at the website  
   of the organization I mentioned earlier, Voice of the Martyrs. 
They do an outstanding job documenting specific instances of persecution 
   and specific Christians who are suffering.. 
To be honest, there is so much information that it’s overwhelming.   
   Christians are persecuted in 44 countries.  There is no way to digest it all.   
   You might be inclined to tune it out.   !
But don’t do that.  Instead cultivate a compassionate heart. 
   That’s the way to handle this avalanche of information. 
Focus on a few specific cases or people that move you personally. 
   And then delve into those specific stories so that you are emotionally invested. 
If you read a story about Christians in Nigeria or about Christians in North Korea 
   and it moves you, keep reading, focus on them, try to find out more about them. 
Or if it is a specific person, like Farshid Fathi, or Saeed Abadini— 
   the Iranian American pastor imprisoned in Iran since 2012, 
   find out about those men and their families. !
There is a church member in our congregation who has a burden for Christians in  
   Sudan.  He prays for them and sometimes sends me emails asking me to pray  



   for particular people, usually pastors who have been arrested or harassed. 
This church member doesn’t try to remember all persecuted Christians in the world, 
   but these particular believers in Sudan have touched his heart. !
And that leads to the next thing, bended knees, prayer. 
   Where I want to spend most time. How should we pray for persecuted Christians?   
We should pray for them frequently.   
You may have noticed that for he past two years or more, 
   this has been a regular item of prayer every Sunday. 
   When our elders lead the intercessory prayer, we pray for the persecuted church. 
Praying for them frequently helps us remember them.    !
We should also pray for them specifically. 
Devout Christians through the ages have always advocated praying specifically. 
   Don’t just pray, Lord, forgive me of my sins, ask forgiveness of specific sins. 
   Don’t just pray for all the sick people in your church, be specific. 
It stuck me that we ought to do this during our intercessory prayer. 
   Pray for specific church members, ought to pray for specific persecuted brothers.   
I do this my privately.   
I’ve been praying for Christians in North Korea for some time after reading  
   some books and articles that moved me.   
I prayed for Kenneth Bae when he was sentenced to 15 years in North Korea.   
   Those prayers were answered.  He was released last year.   
   I’ve also been praying for Saaed Abadini.  It moves me a fellow American.   !
Pray frequently and specifically.  But what do we pray for?   
Well, if they are in prison, pray that they will be released.   
   When Peter was arrested, the Christians met to pray for his release. 
   Remember what happened?  God sent an angel who set him free. 
Paul wrote his letter to Philemon while he was in prison in Rome. 
   He said:  Prepare a guest room for me, I’m hoping through prayers released. 
   So specific prayers for release and deliverance are appropriate.   
Favor in the eyes of government officials.  Favorable outcomes of trials.   
   International relations among nations that result in religious freedom. 
   It’s good to pray for all those things.   !
We also ought to pray that they will be courageous and wise. 
   In that World magazine article about northern Nigeria, the reporter interviewed 



   a believer named Habila Adamu.  He was captured by Boko Haram and they  
   told him at gunpoint to embrace Islam. 
He replied:  “Nothing will separate me from the love of Christ.” 
   They shot him in the face, but he survived.   
He told the reporter:   
  “This thing may not stop.  But we want all Christians to stand. 
   Let us die with the gospel, and let us die as Christians.” 
Two weeks later his sister, niece and nephew were killed 
   when a suicide bomber attacked their church.   
Christians like that need courage.  They also need wisdom.   
   When should they flee, when should they hide?  When should they fight?   !
We should pray that if the Lord’s plan is for them to die, that they will die well. 
   That they will die as Christians, as Habila Adamu put it. 
   That they will be faithful unto death, as Revelation 2 puts it. 
   That God will be gloried in their deaths and his purposes on earth fulfilled.   
Church Father Tertullian said:  The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.   !
We should also pray for the salvation of their persecutors. 
   We want Muslims to be saved, and communists, and Hindu nationalists— 
   and all manner of people who hate us and persecute the church to be saved 
Christ tells us to pray for those who persecute, and first prayer should be salvation. !
The other side of that coin is that we should pray for the destruction of Satan’s  
   kingdom, and for the destruction of human manifestations of his kingdom.  
Pray that Kim Jong Un’s evil reign over North Korea will be destroyed. 
   Pray that Boko Haram in Nigeria and ISIS in Iraq and Syria will be destroyed. 
Is it ok for Christians to pray that way?   
   You just prayed that way a moment ago when you said in the Lord’s Prayer: 
   “Thy kingdom come.”  For Christ’s kingdom means destruction of Satan’s. !
In Revelation 6 there is a fascinating vision of heaven.  Apostle John says: 
   I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and  
   the testimony they had maintained.  They called out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign  
   Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?”  Then  
   each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the  
   number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was  
   completed. 
In the eternal plan of God there is a full number of the martyrs who must be  



   killed before Jesus Christ returns to judge the world.  Isn’t that humbling? 
   Doesn’t that make you glad we serve a sovereign God. !
Jesus said, if you love me, you will do what I command. 
   Well, here is one of his commands.  Remember those brothers and sisters who are  
   in prison and mistreated, remember them as if you were suffering with them. 
They need that from you, your prayers, perhaps your letters or emails 
   if those doors are opened, sometimes they are.   
Your money, even, if you are moved to support organizations that serve them. 
   The pressures to conform are enormous, more than we can imagine. !
And you need to remember them for your own sake. 
   It will make you a better Christian, more sober, more grateful. 
Remembering their bravery and faith will put steel in your spine.  
   And you need that.  Because even if you never face the terrible things they face. 
Our Lord has assured us that in this life we will face tribulation,  
   and he who lives a godly life will be persecuted. 


