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Hebrews 13:1 !
SI:  This fall we’re going to look in detail at one chapter of Bible—Hebrews 13. 
Some of you like doctrinal sermons. 
   You love hearing about incarnation, substitution, regeneration, justification,  
   propitiation, God’s attributes—all the big theological truths of the Christian faith. 
That’s the sort of message that encourages you most and helps you along.    
   Passages and sermons on more practical matters leave you a little discouraged. 
   Because you hear them and think—I’m not anywhere close to where I should be. 
   Your failures and weaknesses stand out and you focus on them. !
But there are some of you who are the exact opposite.   
   Doctrinal sermons leave you a little cold.  
   It’s not that you don’t think they are important, but don’t help you very much. 
   You leave thinking:  So what?  Help me out here.  Tell me what I need to do. 
You love the more applicational sermons.   
   The more specific the better, the harder it pokes you the better. 
   Rather than discourage you, you feel this is something you can use. !
Well, Hebrews 13 is that kind of practical instruction. 
   The book of Hebrews itself is apparently a sermon, a written sermon. 
It’s a heavily doctrinal sermon on the person and work of Christ. 
   It is interspersed with important application, but the preacher finishes 
   with a rapid fire series of commands to his listeners. 
OK, this is how you are to live if you believe in Jesus.   
   You must do this and this and this, and don’t do that, don’t do that either— 
   as many as 15 commands, depending on how you count them. !
So we’re going to look at them one by one.   
Some of them are going to be surprising—things we don’t often consider. 
   Some of them are very timely.  Some are going to be painful. 
But they all have to do with what it looks like to love each other as Christian 
   brothers and sisters and live together in our church family. !
I’m just going to read one verse, the first command.  But keep finger in place. 
   We’re going to come back shortly and read some more.   !



!
INTRO:  Allison and I had some college friends  
   who moved to a bad inner city neighborhood after they got married.   
They moved there because they had some Christian friends who asked them to. 
   These Christian friends had themselves moved into this neighborhood. 
They were planting a church there and they had all sorts of plans to serve the people  
   in that place and bring them the hope of Jesus.   
But they needed help.  So contacted all their young Christian friends and said: 
   Move here with us.  Just give us some years to get things started. !
So our friends did.   But it was a hard place to live.   
   Almost every night and sometimes during the day they would hear gunshots. 
   There were drug dealers and prostitutes on the corners. 
   Homeless people would go to the bathroom on sidewalk in front of their house.  
When our friends had children, they couldn’t let them play in their tiny front yard. 
   It wasn’t safe.  Too many weirdoes around who might grab them.   !
So where was this lovely place with gunfights and dangerous people?   
   It was Philadelphia. 
   Which is ironic, because, as you know, Philadelphia means “brotherly love.” 
That’s the very word that is used in this verse. 
   Let brotherly love continue.  Let philadelphia continue. 
   It’s a compound word formed from philia—“love” and adelphos—“brother” !
Now when the Greeks used the word philadelphia, they meant just one thing— 
   the love between biological siblings.  Love for your own flesh and blood. 
You know the saying that blood is thicker than water? 
   Well, that’s was how the Greeks viewed philadelphia. 
They had other words for love— 
   Words for friendship love, sympathetic love, erotic love, unconditional love.   
But when it came to philadelphia, it was love only possible between blood relations.  
   I might have friendship love for you, or sympathetic love for you, 
   but I’ll never have brotherly love for you, because you aren’t my brother.   !
So here’s what the Christians did.   
   They took this Greek word that was limited to biological connections 
   and they hijacked it for their own purposes. 
They started using as a way of expressing the amazing truth that when you become 



   a Christian you are adopted and born again into the family of God. !
When that happens, you are not only united to God through Jesus Christ, 
   you are also united to other believers. 
God is our Father, Jesus Christ is our elder brother— 
   and we are all brothers and sisters of Jesus and of one another. 
So for Christians, philadelphia includes even believers who are of a different  
   class, race, or nationality—rich and poor, slave and free, Jew and Gentile. 
This doesn’t sound surprising to us any more. 
   We’re used to this teaching.   
   But for the world of that day, to speak of philadelphia that way was astounding. !
So what is it exactly?  What is philadelphia? 
It’s the affection we have toward fellow followers of Jesus; 
   affection expressed in our attitudes and shown in tangible actions.   
Brotherly love is expressed.  It’s not kept secret. 
   And it’s expressed both in our attitudes and in our actions.   !
One more thing.  Philadelphia extends to all believers. 
   Even those living on the other side of the world, even those who are dead— 
   we’re going to see both of those in Hebrews 13. 
But, the primary place where philadelphia is expressed and shown is right here— 
   in the local church of which you are a member. 
Look around you.  It’s these brothers and sisters.   
   These flesh and blood members of Christ Covenant where philadelphia happens. !
So our study of Hebrews 13 is really going to be about loving each other. 
   Building an enduring community of love here in Cullman, Alabama. 
Let’s dive in and ask two questions about this opening verse: 
   1.  What does brotherly love look like? 
   2.  Why must brotherly love continue? !



!
MP#1  What does brotherly love look like? 
The world is full of people who claim to love everybody. 
   But that that kind of talk is cheap.  
   Real love means loving particular people in particular ways. 
I just finished reading a book titled Love and Hatred. 
   The subtitle is The Stormy Marriage of Leo and Sonya Tolstoy. 
It’s an engrossing story about a terrible marriage of 48 years. 
   It’s hard to imagine two people could make each other so miserable for so long. 
   But they did.  And they both wrote about it in painful detail in numerous diaries. !
One of the biggest problems of their marriage was that Leo Tolstoy claimed to love  
   everybody; fancied himself to be a great humanitarian and philanthropist.   
The Russian press and world press idolized him.   
   Even Gandhi praised his humanitarian writings and projects.   
   Tolstoy loved his public image and truly believed he was a lover of all mankind. 
But the irony was that he cared very little for Sonya and their 13 children. 
   He often left them at important times  
   and made almost no effort to really get to know them as individuals.   
He had absolutely no clue what made his wife tick.   !
Once he left Sonya in Moscow with a sick four-month-old  
   to go off on one of his self-promoting humanitarian projects. 
She wrote him a letter that said:   
   “We simple mortals [are not] able to justify our lack of love for a person 
   by professing . . . love . . . for the whole world.” 
She told him that a thousand times over their long marriage. 
   You say you love everybody, but you don’t love me or the children.   !
And he would say that she was being unfair, that she didn’t understand what a  
   great person he was and how sensitive he was and she was being selfish by  
   demanding his time and attention. 
To the end of his life he was blind to the fact that in spite of all his great talk 
   about love, he didn’t love the particular members of his own household. 
   He didn’t give them the love they needed—simply his attention and interest. !
It’s easy to criticize old Leo.  That’s our problem too. 
   We can talk about love and say we love, but the Bible never lets us get away 



   with that.  It always drills down to talk about particular people and particular acts. 
That’s the case here. 
This first verse of chapter 13 is really the theme verse for the whole chapter. 
   All the commands that follow are just breaking down brotherly love 
   into even more specific applications. 
So let’s take a quick survey of chapter 13 and see what brotherly love looks like. 
   This will also be a preview of the coming weeks as we cover each in more detail. 
Let’s skim the rest of the chapter. !
Vs. 2  Brotherly love is extending hospitality to strangers. 
   Remember, the context is brotherly love.   
So the strangers being spoken of here are fellow Christians— 
   but ones we don’t know, or don’t know well.   
We’ll talk about specifics next week, but the point is that we cannot confine 
   our brotherly love to those believers we know well and who are our friends. 
Philadelphia means that we cultivate, both as individuals and as a church body, 
   a hospitality that shows love for strangers who come within our circle. !
Vs. 3  Brotherly love is remembering and showing solidarity with  
   imprisoned and mistreated Christians.   
The context of the letter of Hebrews is sporadic persecution. 
   Christians being arrested, having property confiscated, being tortured. 
   Not something we experience at all.  And yet, it’s rampant in part of the world. 
Philadelphia means that we can’t ignore this reality. 
   Love demands we do something about it.  What?  Well, that will be interesting. !
Vs. 4  Brotherly love is honoring marriage. 
   There were just as many threats to Christian marriages in the first century  
   as there are today.  In fact, the culture was quite similar to ours. 
I’m sure we all feel the weight of this for ourselves and our church. 
   The great importance of honoring and preserving marriage and maintaining 
   sexual purity in an immoral and adulterous age. 
Working through marital problems in the church is a matter of brotherly love. 
   It’s part of our church life together.  That’s going to be a sensitive sermon. !
Vs. 5  Brotherly love is not loving money. 
   Jesus said no man can serve two masters, can’t love God and money. 
In the same way, if you love money and aren’t content,  



   then you can’t effectively love your Christian brothers and sisters.   
One reason for that is clarified in Vs. 16.   
   Brotherly love is doing good and sharing what you have. 
That’s going to almost always require taking some of your money and resources 
   that you could spend on yourself, and giving it to someone else. 
The only way that is at all possible, is if you don’t love money, 
   and are content with what you have.  So we’re going to have a money sermon. !
Vs. 7  Brotherly love is also, and this sounds strange, remembering and imitating  
   heroes of the Christian faith—both heroes of church history and spiritual leaders 
   who are part of our own pilgrimage and history. 
We don’t even think much in those terms.   
   But here we’re told it’s a facet of brotherly love, how exactly that is, 
   and how we are to do it is something we will need to explore. !
Vs. 9  Brotherly love also means you strive to become grounded doctrinally, 
   so you don’t get led away by spiritual fads and unsound teaching. 
It’s a danger in every era of the church, even our own.   
   And it doesn’t have to be weird sounding stuff.   
   It could be couched in terms that sound very appealing, like grace or freedom.   
But if it’s not sound, then it ends up harming brotherly love. 
   There are lots and lots of examples, and we’ll look at some. !
Vs. 17  Brotherly love means obeying your leaders,  
   submitting to the authority of church officers—your elders and deacons.  
This is completely out of step with the anti-authoritarian spirit of our age. 
   And add to that the vast number of denominations and church choices, 
   and how easy it is to simply transfer membership if get irritated at leadership. 
Put those together and you realize that this is a very difficult to put into practice. 
   An yet, here it is, plain as day, if you reject church authority when it crosses  
   your will or irritates you, you’ve failed in brotherly love. 
Why is this important?  We’ll look at this too.  !
The long and short of it is that brotherly love is not just warm fuzzies. 
   It’s demanding, it’s specific.   
It forces us to deal with matters like troubled marriages in the church  
   and disagreements over church leadership decisions. 
It intrudes on our personal space and our finances. 



   It doesn’t allow us to be intellectually lazy, it requires us to think and study. 
   That’s what brotherly love looks like. 
Oh boy, this is going to be an interesting fall.  Stick with me . . . 
   That brings us to the second . . . . 
MP#2  Why must brotherly love continue? 
Let brotherly love continue.  It’s a command.  It’s an imperative. 
   Brotherly love must continue.  It must. 
The book of Hebrew is probably the most thorough, complex presentation 
   of the person and work of Jesus Christ in the whole New Testament. 
And at the end of this tour de force comes this ringing command— 
   Let brotherly love continue.   
Why did the writer of Hebrews and, more importantly,  
   the Holy Spirit, see the need for this command? !
The most immediate and practical reason is that brotherly love does not  
   naturally continue.  It tends to disintegrate when it’s not tended to. 
Listen to the way John Calvin puts it in his commentary on this verse: 
   “Nothing flows away so easily as love; when everyone thinks of himself more than he ought,  
   he will give to others less than he ought; and then many offences happen daily which cause  
   separations.” 
You think of your self more than you ought.  It’s all about me.   
   I’m not being tended to.  I’m not getting what I deserve.  This is what I want. 
   Your self absorbed view makes you give less to others than you ought. 
And that causes people to get easily offended, feelings hurt, and separations happen. 
   It’s inevitable if we aren’t careful. !
Yesterday I married Hannah Bales and Jacob Richer, right here. 
   One of the privileges of doing a wedding is you have the best seat in the house. 
The bride and groom are standing right in front of you,  
   and you can watch powerful emotions play across their faces.   
Sometimes there is so much joy and hopefulness on the bride’s pretty young face, 
   and there is so much happiness and amazement on the grooms face, 
   and when they look at each other, there is so much promise and openness, 
   that I can’t look.  I have to glance away. 
It feels like I am intruding on an intimate moment. 
   There is a weightiness to their love that is palpable. 
   Each one is completely focused on the other—for him, it’s all her, her all him. 
   And it feels like nothing will ever, ever change that. 
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But you know that’s often not the case. 
   “Nothing flows away so easily as love;  
   when everyone thinks of himself (or herself) more than they ought. 
Right?  We’ve all seen it happen.  We’ve all done it. 
Back to that book about Leo and Sonya Tolstoy.   
They were both highly emotional people. 
   They began engagement with great expressions of love, but before long they were  
   thinking of themselves, not giving what other needed, and many grave offenses. 
Two days before their wedding he did something awful to her that I don’t have time   
   to explain.  It was motivated by his idealism.  Thing for had to be a certain way. 
   She held it for the rest of their marriage, nursed her bitterness, which loved. 
Two days after their wedding they arrived at Tolstoy’s country estate. !
Here’s how the book describes their life together: 
   It was to be their principal home for the next forty-eight years, the place where Tolstoy would  
   write War and Peace, Anna Karenina, and most of his other works, where most of their  
   thirteen children would be born and all of the ten surviving ones raised, and the scene of a  
   tumultuous and troubled marriage that . . . gave them much happiness and fulfillment at first,  
   and then slowly but inexorably disintegrated into an unbearable hell for them both. !
We don’t want that for any marriage.  And we don’t want it for church life. 
   We want brotherly love to continue.  That’s what Jesus wants too. 
He gives us this command because nothing flows away as easily as love. 
   So we’ve got nurture it.  And be on guard against anything that would harm it. !
Just one specific for you to ponder.  I ran across this in a sermon by Dr. Mike Ross. 
   He is the pastor of another Christ Covenant Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, NC 
“Whenever the New Testament writes about [brotherly] love, the American tendency is to  
   reinterpret the text into ‘being loved.’  That is, we judge whether the pastor, the elders, and  
   other [church members] have loved us well, but not how well we have loved them.  This is  
   our consumer culture.  We are always looking for what others owe us.  We fail to see  
   ourselves as congregants or as members of a community.   
Our study over this fall is going to help us do that. !
So, brotherly love must continue because if we don’t tend to it, it won’t. 
   That’s a negative reason.  But there’s a positive reason. 
I found something else in Dr. Ross’s sermon that was fascinating, 
   something I had never noticed before. 
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Chapter 11 of Hebrews is about what?  Faith.  It’s the faith chapter. 
It inspires us to faith by showing us the lives of men and women of faith. 
   Telling us we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 
Chapter 12 of Hebrews is about hope.  It’s not as plainly stated. 
   There’s no opening theme verse like there is for faith in chapter 11. 
But it’s about the hope we have of an unshakable kingdom, eternal home. 
   And it calls us to live lives of hope, anticipating what God has for us. 
And chapter 13, is about love.  Not just love in general, but brotherly love. !
Faith, hope, and love are essential for Christian life. 
   You can’t be a Christian, follow Jesus, grow in the Spirit, serve the Lord,  
   become holy or go to heaven with out faith, hope, and love.   
And love only grows in the community and companionship of the local church. 
    
God has done and is doing so many wonderful, grace-filled things  
   in Christ Covenant.   
He has given us a love for each other that’s not just warm fuzzies, 
   but many of the very things we’ve already seen hinted at in this chapter. 
Sort of like the way I have the best seat in the house for weddings, 
   I also have the best seat in the house for brotherly love, 
   and I’m amazed at all the ways I see it happening in our body. 
I know there is lots more I don’t see.  But there are members here who amaze me at  
   the way they happily love and give of themselves, and it’s all about other people. 
You’re such an inspiration.  Don’t stop.  Let brotherly love continue. !
We’re far from perfect, but the Lord has certainly begun a good work in us. 
Let me close with a word from the Apostle Paul. 
   He was writing to the church in Thessalonica,  
   but the same could be said of this church. !
Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves 
have been taught by God to love one another, for that indeed is what you are doing to all the 
brothers throughout Macedonia.  !
But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more. !
More and more brotherly love.   
   Let that be our goal as we study Hebrews 13 together this fall.


