
“The Flood”                                                                                        July 26, 2015 
Genesis 7:1-24 !
SI:  We’re studying the first eleven chapters of Genesis this summer. 
These chapters are foundational for a Christian world view. 
   Out the eleven chapters, four whole chapters are devoted to Noah 
   and the Flood—more than is even devoted to the creation account itself. 
This is an event of immense importance in redemptive history 
   that we must understand and work into our thinking. !!



!
INTRO:  I was once getting gas at the Texaco down on the corner 
   and I noticed on the dashboard of the manager’s car a plastic figurine 
   of a fat, pink elephant. 
As I was paying I asked him to tell me about the pink elephant. 
   He said:  That elephant is my god.   
The god’s name is Ganesh.  He’s one of the most popular gods in Hinduism. 
   Ganesh is the remover of obstacles. 
So if you have obstacles in love and romance, in business or finance— 
   Ganesh can remove them and pave the way for your success.   !
He’s really a fat, pink man with an elephant head. 
Some stories say he was the son of the god Shiva and the goddess Parvati. 
   Once Parvati was taking a bath and told her son to stand guard at door. 
Her husband Shiva tried to go in but Ganesh wouldn’t let him.  
   Shiva got so angry he cut off Ganesh’s head. 
When Parvati got out of the bath, she was understandably upset and she ordered 
   her husband to restore their son’s head.  So he grabbed a head from the first living 
   creature he could find—which happened to be an elephant. !
If you asked a Hindu:   
   Did Shiva really cut off Gahesh’s head and replace it with an elephant head? 
   Did that really happen in real human history?   
   Did that happen in the same way we would say that India winning the 
   world cricket cup in 2011 happened? 
He would shake his head and tell you that you don’t get it. 
   Hinduism is a religion of mythology.  Universal forces personified for worship. !
Christianity is not a religion of mythology.  It’s a historical religion. 
It claims that certain things happened in real human history— 
   events of enormous and eternal spiritual significance. 
The Son of God took on human nature and was born of the virgin Mary. 
   Where?  Not in some mysterious mythological world.  In the town of Bethlehem. 
   When?  Not in some timeless past.  During days of Caesar Augustus,  
   when Quirinius was governor of Syria, about 2000 years ago. !
And the Christian faith says that Jesus Christ was crucified by the Romans 



   and that he rose from the dead and was seen alive by 500 witnesses. 
That was the message of the early Christians and ever since.  Jesus has risen. !
The Apostle Paul said:   
   If Christ is not risen then our preaching is useless and so is your faith.   
   In other words, it all hinges on it really happening.  If didn’t, no Christianity. 
And that’s true of the whole Bible.   
   It tells one historical event after another of God’s acts in human history. !
C.S. Lewis was an expert in myths and legends. 
   That was the focus of his literary scholarship. 
He once famously made the point that people who call the Gospels myths 
   are displaying their ignorance, not just of the Bible, but of mythology.  
Because the Gospels have none of the characteristics of mythology. 
   They have all the characteristics of a historical account. !
Now, you can certainly ask if the Bible is true.    
   You can examine the plausibility of the Bible’s account of events. 
   You can sometimes look at corroborating bits of historical evidence. 
But you can’t call the Bible mythology. !
And that’s very important when we come to the account of the flood. 
Because a great many people find it preposterous to say Genesis 6-9  
   is a reliable historical account. 
A great flood, an ark and Noah and his family and the animals and birds— 
   they say that has to be mythology.  !
And yet not only does Genesis present the flood as a historical event— 
   the Apostles and even Jesus himself refer to Noah and the flood as history. 
In fact, several passages in New Testament describe the flood as a foreshadowing 
   of Christ’s second coming—and we know his coming not a myth.   
Even so, the flood is a perplexing event to understand— 
   even more so in our time than in earlier days.   
   As serious Bible Christians, must be able to work through the important issues. 
  
Let’s pull all these thoughts together and look at the flood under three headings: 
1.  The big question 
2.  Two important considerations 



3.  The heart of the matter !!!
MP#1  The big question 
The big question is:  What happened?   
   Or more specifically, what does the Bible tell us happened? !
Up until fairly recent times the Christian church answered that question this way: 
Genesis tells us that there was a universal, planet-wide flood with water  
   covering the tops of all mountains as tall as they are today.   
   Mt. Everest is almost 30,000 feet tall, so that’s how deep the water was. 
The flood happened around 6,000 years ago.   
The flood wiped out every living creature in the world (except sea creatures). 
   And from those animals in the ark, and those alone, earth re-populated. !
There are a great many Christians who still say that’s what the Bible tells us. 
   But there are many Christians today who aren’t so sure. 
They think that Genesis is not describing a planet-wide flood. 
   Instead, it is describing an epic localized flood in the Mesopotamian region  
   that covered all the hills in that land and wiped out all life there. !
But if the church for centuries understood Genesis describing a planet-wide flood,   
   why do some Christians today argue Bible might be describing a local flood? 
You probably know the answer to that question. 
   It’s because of the science of modern geology says there was no planet-wide  
   flood covering the tops of the highest mountains on earth just 6,000 years ago. 
A flood of that scale would have left its mark 
   And they say there is no such mark in the geological record. 
So the scientific consensus has led some Bible scholars to look at Genesis 6-9  
   afresh, and ask if it can possibly be describing a massive localized flood. !
And many of them say that is a plausible interpretation. 
   They say Genesis can be faithfully read as describing a flood of the  
   known world.  (We’ll look at that in more detail in just a moment.) 
Just to be clear, these are not unbelieving Bible scholars.   
   These are not theological liberals who mythologize all the supernatural events 
   in the Bible and subject God’s word to human reason. 



These are scholars with a high view of Scripture as the inspired word of God. !
But here’s where things get complicated.   
Because in some evangelical Christian circles, the position you take on the flood 
   has become a litmus test of your faithfulness to the Bible. 
The accusation is that anyone who says Genesis is describing a localized flood  
   has caved to views of the world and put science over the Bible. 
And the only honest, faithful, biblical position is the traditional view: 
   So that has introduced a controversial personal element to the discussion. 
   It says you aren’t a sincere Christian if you entertain the local flood interpretation. !
And there is another complicating wrinkle. 
A book was published in 1961 titled The Genesis Flood. 
   It was written by Henry Morris and John Whitcomb— 
   two men with both scientific and theological credentials.   
The thesis of their book is that the geological formation of the world as we see it  
   today was actually caused by a planet-wide flood 6,000-10,000 years ago. 
In other words, everything that geological science says took millions of years 
   to develop—miles of deep sedimentary rock, oil and coal deposits, the Grand  
   Canyon—Morris and Whitcomb argued it was all rapidly made by the flood  
   just a relatively short time ago.  !
Their view came to be called “flood geology.” 
   It has no support whatsoever in the broader scientific community. 
But it has been developed and defended by organizations  
   like the Creation Research Institute.   
A number of evangelical Christian writers on science and theology accept this view 
   and a great many Bible-believing Christians believe it is the only possible 
   position for someone who takes the Bible to be the inerrant word of God.   !
On the other hand, there are Christian scientists who have a very high view  
   of God’s word and who argue that the geological record 
   cannot in any way support the concept of a recent planet-wide flood. 
And furthermore, they argue that for flood geologists to account for all the data, 
   they have to advocate some far-fetched ideas. 
You can read books by Christians advocating both sides of the geological argument. !
So, what are we to make of all this?   



   We still haven’t even gotten to Genesis 7 itself.   We will. 
   But first let’s spend some time on . . . . !!!!
MP#3  Two important considerations 
First, scholarly paradigms can be overturned.   
Sometimes virtually all the scholars in a field are in agreement about a subject.  
   They all interpret the data basically the same way. 
Within that scholarly community, there is no other way of explain things. 
   The prevailing view seems air-tight and absolute.  
Anyone who proposes something radically different that goes against  
   the reigning paradigm is completely discounted.  But guess what?   
Sometimes it happens.  A scholarly paradigm that seems unassailable is overturned. !
Up until the middle of the twentieth century, the paradigm among  
   astronomers and physicists was that the universe had no beginning. 
It was called the steady-state view. 
   The universe has followed an infinite cycle of expansions and retractions.   
When the big bang theory was proposed, it was scoffed at as absurd. 
   In fact, the very term “big bang” was coined by scientists in mockery of  
   this crazy idea that the universe had a beginning.   
There were even some scientists who said they were opposed to the big bang theory 
   because it would give religious nut jobs ammo to argue that the Bible is true 
   when it says that there was a beginning to the universe. 
But you know the rest of the story.   
   You don’t even hear about the steady state view any more.   
   All physicists now accept that the universe began in a moment and is expanding. !
So if it were to someday happen that the ruling geological paradigm is overturned 
   and that flood geology is found to be substantially correct and accepted— 
   that wouldn’t surprise me.  
But we can’t stop with that.  We can’t just say:   
   Well, that’s what geology says now, but maybe in 50 years it will change. 
Because human knowledge is increasing. 
   There are things we’ve been able to learn about our world that previous 
   generations did not know.  Knowledge is part of dominion-bearing. 



We do need to consider the current scientific consensus.   !
So that brings us to the second consideration. 
Scholarly insight and discovery can help us interpret the Bible. 
   We may be interpreting the Bible incorrectly and not know it. 
But scholarly insights and discoveries in fields outside biblical studies 
   can sometimes lead to a more accurate understanding of the Bible. 
They can help us see things that a plain reading of Bible would never grasp. 
Let me give you two famous examples. 
1 and 2 Kings tell us how long each of the kings of Israel and Judah reigned. 
   Solomon reigned 40 years and then he rested with his fathers and his son Rehoboam ruled in  
   his place.  Rehoboam ruled 17 years and rested with his fathers and his son Abijah ruled in his  
   place.  Abijah ruled three years . . . 
Here’s the problem:  If you take 1 and 2 Kings at face value, as plainly written. 
   If you add up all the lengths of the reigns, there are far too many years. 
   For centuries Bible scholars saw this problem and had no answer for it. 
It seemed to be a glaring error in biblical math.   !
Then some archaeologists in the early twentieth century discovered some ancient 
   Assyrian tablets giving lists of their kings.   
They found that Assyrian kings had something called a co-regency.   
   A king would make his son king and they would both rule together til dad died. 
   Those overlapping years were counted as total years for both father and son. 
In 1951 a Bible scholar named Edwin Thiele took this archaeological finding 
   and applied it to the numbers in 1 and 2 Kings and voila!  The numbers fit. !
Another famous example. 
The Ptolemaic view of universe was the reigning scientific paradigm for centuries.   
   The earth is fixed, and the sun and all the planets revolve around the sun. 
Galileo challenged that view during the Renaissance and of course he got the  
   usual harsh treatment by fellow scientists for challenging the reigning paradigm. !
Up until Galileo’s day, Bible scholars interpreted the Bible through Ptolemaic lens.   
For example, Psalm 96:10 says:  “The earth cannot be moved.” 
   That verse was understood to mean the earth is fixed, cannot rotate. 
   But Galileo said it does move.  So who is right, Galileo or the Bible? 
The answer is that Galileo’s discovery did not discredit the Bible, Psalm 96:10, 
   it only discredited an inaccurate interpretation of the Bible. 



!
So, this leads us to a very important conclusion: 
If the findings of modern geology cause Bible scholars to take a new look at  
   Genesis 7 and ask if it does perhaps describe a massive local flood— 
   that doesn’t mean they are caving to the world and putting science over Bible. 
It doesn’t mean they are operating out of fear,  
   or that they are afraid of holding a view the world thinks is ridiculous.  
It just means they have reason to ask whether they have understood Bible correctly. 
Brings us to the third point . . . 
MP#3  The heart of the matter 
The great Princeton theologian BB Warfield was once asked:  What is Christianity? 
   He answered:  “Unembarrassed supernaturalism.” 
That’s where we have to stand.  God created the world out of nothing.  
   He has intervened miraculously at many key points in redemptive history, 
   including the flood and the ten plagues of Egypt and parting of Red Sea, 
   and culminating in the incarnation of Christ and his resurrection.   
Unembarrassed supernaturalism.  Let God be true and every man a liar. !
Interpreting Genesis 7 as a massive local flood does not deny the supernatural. 
The key supernatural element is that it happened just when God said it would. 
   That’s the nature of many miracles in Scripture—their timing. 
   Tonight, Moses says, the first born of Egypt will be struck down. 
So you can’t accuse Christians who argue for this view to be anti-supernatural.   
   And there are other supernatural elements even if the flood was local 
   such as the appearance of the animals and the shutting of the door, 
   and the extent of the flood and preservation of Noah and family—all miraculous. !
Now let’s get down to the nitty-gritty.   
It doesn’t sound all like a local flood when first read it.  It sounds planet-wide. 
   It plainly says that all the high mountains under the highest heaven were covered 
   and that every living thing that moved on the earth perished. 
But it’s not quite so simple. !
A basic principle of biblical interpretation 
   is that the perspective of the author must be taken into account 
That means we have to understanding his purpose, his point of view, and the  
   literary conventions he used that his original audience would have understood. 
The reason 1 and 2 Kings was so confusing for so long is because we assumed 



   that the Hebrews did chronologies the same way we do.   
   We thought a reign of 40 years just meant 40 years.  Same with flood story.  !
When biblical writers talk about the whole world or all the earth  
   they often don’t mean the entire planet. 
For example, Genesis 41 says during the famine that Joseph prepared Egypt for 
   all the countries came to Egypt because the famine was in all the world.   
Does that mean there was a famine in China, or in South America— 
   and that people from those places came to Egypt to get grain?  Of course not. 
We could multiply examples like that in the Bible where it says— 
   the whole world and all the earth— 
   but it means everything within the perspective of the writer and audience.   
And when it comes to Genesis 7, there is even more to take into account. 
   When we hear the word “earth,” we automatically think globe, planet. 
But the word “earth” is the Hebrew word “eretz,” which is simply the most 
   general word possible for land.  It’s no more specific than that. 
The flood that covered all the land.  What land?  The land where Noah lived. !
Let’s get even more specific.  Verse 20. 
   The NIV, which I read, says:   
   “The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet.” 
That sounds like the highest mountains were under 20 feet of water. 
   But the most literal translation, preserving the order of the Hebrew says: 
   “Fifteen cubits upward did the water prevail and covered the mountains.” 
If you take that at face value, it seems to be saying that the water was no deeper  
   than 15 cubits, a little over 20 feet.  And that was enough to cover mountains. 
But what about the mountains that are not even 20 feet.   
   It’s the Hebrew word “har” which is simply the most general word possible 
   for an elevation.  Often translated in Bible as hill.   
If this flood happened in the Mesopotamian region, a very flat area.   !
What about the comment that all life died and that all people were wiped out? 
   There are very plausible ways of explaining all those details from the text itself. 
Here’s the point: 
Without denying the supernaturalism of Scripture, and taking God’s word seriously, 
   a fair reading of the Hebrew Bible does not require us to believe that the flood 
   produced a water-level that covered Mt. Everest. 
Only that it floated the ark above the mountains of that world,  



   the land before the eye of the biblical narrator. !
I don’t have a strong opinion either way.  I’m fine with a planet-wide flood. 
I don’t think it is necessary to believe that the flood was universal 
   to be faithful to the statements of the Bible.   
Exactly what happened is a fascinating question, and I’m happy to leave it there. !
But what you can’t do is say the flood didn’t happen.  
   Or that Noah and the ark and the animals is a myth.  That won’t do. 
   Christianity is unembarrassed supernaturalism.   
The flood of God’s judgment came when he said it would and it swept away 
   all those who didn’t believe, and only those who believed were saved. 
   And this really is the heart of the matter. 
God has come into our world in the past and he will again.  !
When our Lord Jesus spoke of Noah’s flood, the point he emphasized  
   was not that it covered the planet, but that when it came, 
   it caught the vast majority of people unaware.  Luke 17. !
Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People were 
eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark.  
Then the flood came and destroyed them all.  It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were 
eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.  But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  It will be just like this on the day 
the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods 
inside, should go down to get them.  Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything.  
Remember Lot's wife!  Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will 
save it. !
Judgment will come, just as certainly as the flood in the days of Noah. 
Our happy duty is to believe in the Lord Jesus as the only Savior 
   and get on board that ark which is Christ, and bring our families along, 
   and plead with all the people we love to join us in trusting him. 


