
“Mixed Marriage”                                                                       July 12, 2015 
Genesis 6:1-8 !
SI:  We’re studying the first eleven chapters of Genesis this summer. 
These chapters are foundational for a Christian world view 
   If you are going to think as a biblical Christian, have to start here. !
What are some of those themes we’ve seen so far? 
   The creation of the universe from nothing. 
   The special creation of mankind in God’s image, male and female. 
   The establishment of marriage as basis for human society. 
   The fall of mankind into sin. 
   The demonstration of God’s grace in the promise of a Savior, seed of woman. 
   The necessity of faith and walking with God for salvation. 
   The principle of generational succession in both belief and unbelief. !
As I said, all of these are big themes that are worked out in the rest of Scripture. 
This morning we come to another theme  
   related to this idea of generational succession that we studied two weeks ago. 
It’s the theme of marrying in the faith.   !



!
INTRO:  The Apostle Peter says in his second letter that  
   there are some things in Paul’s letters that are hard to understand.   
Think about that for a minute.   
   Peter himself, one of the original twelve disciples, 
   eyewitness of the ministry and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
   leader of the early church—that Peter. 
He admitted that when he read Paul’s letters, he found things hard to understand. !
That’s important to keep in mind as we come to this passage. 
Because Genesis 6, specifically verses 1-4, is considered by Bible scholars to be 
   one of, if not the most, perplexing, mystifying passage in the whole Bible. 
In fact, just a few months ago there was an article in the journal of  
   Westminster Theological Seminary exploring the standard interpretations  
   of this passage and trying to make some new headway. 
So let me tell you how the best Christian minds over the centuries have  
   interpreted this passage and what we’re going to do with it this morning. 
There are basically three views: !
The first is that the sons of God were descendants of the believing line of Seth. 
   The daughters of men were the descendants of the unbelieving line of Cain. 
The reason human wickedness became so great and engulfed the whole world  
   is because generational lines of believers were corrupted by mixed marriages.   
Men from believing homes married sexy pagan wives and their kids 
   walked in mom’s pagan footsteps instead of following dad’s wishy-washy faith. 
It was so bad, that by the time of Noah,  
   he and his immediate family were the only believers left on the whole earth. 
   That’s why things were so evil that God had to destroy the world with the flood. 
The church father Augustine held this view.  So did Luther and Calvin 
   and a great many of the doctors and theologians of the church. 
The criticism of this view is that it leaves some of the details in the text unresolved. !
The second view is that the sons of God were angels, fallen angels, demons. 
   The daughters of men were simply women, female human beings.  
Somehow these angels took on human form and cohabited with women. 
   They produced offspring, the Nephilim, heroes of old, men of renown. 
   The King James translates word “Nephilim” as “giants.”   
   But all modern versions leave it un-translated, because don’t know what it means.   



The thought is somehow this unnatural union between demonic beings and human 
   women corrupted the human race so thoroughly, that God responded with flood. 
This is the oldest interpretation of the passage.   
   It’s found in early Jewish commentaries that predate the time of Christ. 
Its weakness is that it sounds totally bizarre and raises possibilities that seem 
   out of step with other things Bible implies.  Angels and demons are spirits. 
   How can they become incarnate and marry woman?  “Let me introduce you . . .” 
But there are plenty of Christian scholars who argue that in spite of these questions, 
   this view is most consistent with the text itself.  Fits pieces together. !
The third view is that sons of God were rulers and kings of the pre-flood world. 
   The daughters of men were simply women, any women. 
And the key phrase is that the sons of God saw daughters of men were beautiful and  
   “married any of them they chose.”  In other words, they had harems. 
Remember Cain’s descendant Lamech is singled out for his violence and polygamy. 
   He had two wives, which epitomizes the violation of God’s intended order. 
Well, the point is that it got worse.   
   Corrupt, cruel tyrants accumulated women like property. 
   And their sons were mighty men who walked in their fathers’ footsteps.   
So the moral corruption of rulers set the moral tone for the rest of the human race, 
   and it got so bad that the Lord responded with judgment. 
This interpretation has a lot going for it, but it’s weakness is that it’s very new. 
   It hasn’t undergone enough scrutiny yet from biblical scholars.   !
Well, we have to settle somewhere, and I’m going to go with interpretation #1. 
The view of Augustine and Luther and Calvin that this passage is intended  
   to show a spiritual disaster—the intermingling of the lines of Seth and Cain. 
Children from believing homes marrying unbelieving spouses. 
   The result is not that those unbelieving spouses are converted, and love the Lord, 
   and raise their children in the fear of the Lord. 
Instead, the faith of the believing spouse is compromised. 
   Their children inevitably follow in the footsteps of the unbelieving parent. 
   So in just a generation, the line of faith is cut off.   !
Whether or not that is actually what is being described in this passage— 
   that’s what clearly happened.  But the time of Noah, he and his family were it. 
   All the other descendants of Seth had been spiritually compromised. 
Furthermore, this is a very important theme in Genesis and rest of the Bible. 



   The dire warnings the Lord gives his people about spiritually mixed marriage. 
Let’s look at it under three headings. 
   I’ll give them to you as we go. 
MP#1  God commands believers to marry in the Lord 
This command runs through the Bible from beginning to end, precept, example. 
   It’s found specifically in Genesis, Deuteronomy, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Malachi. 
   Do not marry the pagan people around you.   
   Do not give your daughters to their sons and do not take their daughters 
   to be your sons’ wives.  
It’s also implied in 2 Corinthians when Paul says not to be unequally yoked. 
   And 1 Peter 3 that says husband and wife are heirs together of the grace of life. 
   And in 1 Corinthians where Paul says believers must “marry in the Lord.” !
But why has God given this command?  
   We saw the reason two weeks ago when studied Genesis 5, genealogy of Seth. 
Christians must marry in the Lord  
   because God delights in pouring out his grace along the lines of generations.  
He pours out his grace on our children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
   to a thousand generations of those who love him. 
And the channel of that grace is a mom and dad both loving the Lord 
   and passing that faith on to their children. 
So by marrying in the Lord, Christians are taking an important step to ensure 
   the continuation of God’s covenant in the generations that are to come. !
Last week we were up in North Carolina visiting my parents. 
While were on a picnic I met a man named Andrew Belz. 
   I knew who he was and I knew his family, but I’d never met him. 
When I was a student at Covenant College, my dorm was called Belz Hall. 
   It was named in honor of his parents, Max and Jean Belz. !
The Belzes were jack of all trades—grain business, printing business, teachers. 
But best known for a Christian school they started over 60 years ago in most  
   improbable place, rural community in Iowa, Cono Christian School. 
   Cono School became a flagship for the Christian school movement. 
Max and Jean had eight children. 
   They have all made a mark advancing kingdom of God in their various callings.  
I don’t know if you are familiar with World Magazine or not. 
   It’s the best Christian weekly news magazine in America.  Excellent journalism.    



World was founded by Max and Jean’s son Joel. 
   One of his sister-in-laws, Mindy Belz is a lead reporter. 
She is often writing stories from trouble parts of the world. 
   Stories you are unlikely to hear from the mainstream press.   
Max and Jean are with the Lord. 
But their children, and grandchildren, and great-grandchildren in this large family  
   are, as I said, advancing kingdom through their various callings. 
And, of course, fundamental to this is a commitment to marry in the Lord. 
   The faith is passed on when mom and dad are pulling in the same direction.   !
One key biblical example:  Abraham.   
   He was old when Isaac born.  Very old when Isaac reached age of marriage. 
Abraham called his most trusted servant and said: 
   Swear to me if I die before Isaac is married you won’t let him marry a Canaanite. 
   Go back to the land of Haran and find a wife for him from among my family. 
This wasn’t a matter of ethnic or tribal identity, it was a matter of faith. 
   Abraham wanted Isaac to marry a woman who knew Yahweh. 
   And that’s who the Lord provided in the person of Rebekah.   !
But Abraham’s concern was not just for Isaac. 
   He was not just concerned that Isaac make a good marriage to a believing girl. 
Abraham was thinking about God’s promise to give his offspring the land. 
   “Yahweh, the God of heaven, who took me from my father’s house and from the land of my  
   kindred, and spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your offspring I will give this land . . .’ 
Hebrews 11 tell us that Abraham knew that God’s promise was more than just  
   the land of Canaan itself. 
The Promised Land was symbolic of heaven and eternal kingdom of Messiah.  !
And Abraham knew that from his side of that covenant promise, 
   he had to do all he could to ensure a line of believers. 
And through that, blessings flow to generations. 
   And through those generations of believers God’s kingdom is advanced, 
   and the nations are blessed through the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
That’s huge, isn’t it?  We don’t usually think that way.   
   We don’t look at a marriage and then look with eyes of faith down  
   through future generations yet unborn. !
For us marriage is so immediate.  It’s just about the couple, and their happiness.   



   And then when children come along, they are part of the mix. 
But God’s desire is to bless a line that will bless the world. 
That’s the positive side of this command. 
   But there is a negative side that the Bible also emphasizes. 
That brings us to the second point. 
MP#2  God warns believers against marrying outside the faith 
   Before we look at this, we need to make some important qualifications. 
There are often Christians who find themselves, through conversion, in mixed  
   marriages.  One spouse becomes a Christian and the other does not. 
There is nothing wrong with that.  Paul says in 1 Corinthians, stay in that marriage.  
   Lord will extend special grace to you and your children.  
That seems to have been the case in my grandparent’s marriage. 
   My grandmother became a Christian through Bethany Presbyterian Church in Ft.  
   Lauderdale.  It doesn’t seem that my grandfather ever came to saving faith.   
But my grandmother raised my dad and my aunt in the faith, and they both  
   married believers and raised their children in the faith.   !
And sometimes two professing Christians will get married, and both give every 
   evidence of being a Christian, but one will apostatize and leave the faith. 
That’s very sad but there is nothing wrong for the Christian spouse to be in that  
   marriage and stay in that marriage.  It wasn’t a choice that he or she made.  
God will give you grace and he will protect your children.  !
But to choose marriage to an unbeliever is an act of high-handed rebellion. 
   And the Lord gives sober warnings to believers who deliberately,  
   against the pleadings of Christian friends and family, marry outside the faith. 
His warning is this: Your marriage will degrade and weaken your faith 
   and will very likely break the covenant line with your children.  
The testimony of Scripture and of experience is that usually when a believer flaunts 
   this command of God, the believer does not make the unbeliever more holy,  
   the unbeliever makes the believer less holy.  !
A couple years ago when we were studying Malachi,  
   I told you the story of Olivia Langdon, Mark Twain’s wife. 
She was a Christian, raised in a very devout Christian home. 
   Twain pursued her.  And even though he was openly critical of religion,  
   and even though her friends and parents warned her, she married him. 
She expressed the hope that he would be converted by her example. 



   At first this seemed to be happening.  Pray before meals, read chapter of Bible. 
But eventually he said, 
   “Livy, you may keep this up if you want, but I must ask you to excuse me from it.   
   I don’t believe in the Bible; it contradicts my reason. I can’t sit here and listen to it”   
His influence took its toll, eventually caused her to doubt the faith. 
   Confessed to sister she no longer believed in the God of the Bible. 
Years later, during a time of bereavement, Twain said to Olivia. 
   “Livy, if it comforts you to lean on the Christian faith, do so.” 
   She replied, “I can’t.  I haven’t any.” !
It happened to Solomon.  1 Kings 11. 
   “As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully  
   devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.”   
If marriage outside the faith turned Solomon, the wisest man who ever lived, 
   a man who heard God’s voice and promise, do you think it won’t turn you? !
Believers must marry in the Lord.  Christians must not marry unbelievers.   
   It’s repeated over and over in a variety of ways throughout the Bible. 
This standard was being violated in Malachi’s day.  
   Judah has broken faith.  A detestable thing has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem:   
   Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the Lord loves, by marrying the daughter of a foreign god. 
A believer deliberately marrying an unbeliever called detestable and a desecration.   !
Probably not any sin God warns his people about more strongly. 
   He says that a man who does this may be cut off from the tents of Jacob. 
   Calls it in Malachi a detestable thing and a desecration of the sanctuary. 
Here is the reason in a nutshell.  There is no act you can commit that has a greater 
   chance of weakening own faith and even ending the covenant line in your family.  !
Is there repentance and forgiveness and can God work all things for good? 
   Yes.  And there is a stellar example in Genesis itself. 
Judah, fourth son of Jacob, married a Canaanite, pulled away from the family 
   and the faith, raised three sons that were so wicked that God killed two of them. 
Judah spiraled downward morally until he was even shocked by what he had done. 
   The Lord got his attention, he repented, returned to the faith— 
   and he became one of the forefathers of Jesus Christ. 
Lord Jesus known as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah. !
We shouldn’t give up on our children or Christian friends who rebel in this way. 



   We’re all rebels at heart and it’s only God’s grace that preserves each of us.  
   Pray that they will turn back to the Lord.  Pray for spouse.  Be gentle with them. 
But this warning is given so strongly in Scripture because your heavenly Father 
   loves you—Don’t touch that hot stove, you’ll be burned.  !



!
MP#3  Practical applications of this commandment to family and church life 
As Christians we have all sorts of concerns about marriage these days. 
It seems like a lot of our energy is spent dealing with Christians in troubled 
   marriages, and trying to preserve and strengthen marriages that are struggling. 
Another huge area is dealing with divorce in the church, and remarriage. 
   Trying to judge things biblically, live as a community of believers, 
   and not cave in to the world.   !
And, of course, there is this looming matter drastic changes of civil law— 
   particularly homosexual marriage and polygamy. 
   Yes, there is already a court case challenging polygamy laws in one state. 
The American church will face all sorts of challenges in coming years 
   as the implications of these changes work their way into society. 
How will we handle a church member who wants to marry a second wife? 
   What if his first wife says she’s ok with it?  Is adultery if he marries her? 
   OK, but you can’t be a church officer?  You think this is far-fetched?  It’s not. !
So when it comes to the topic of marriage, there are many areas of concern. 
   But that’s what makes this foundational matter so crucial.   
Let me speak to three groups of people. !
1.  Those of you who aren’t married  
   but who want to get married or who probably will some day. 
   All the students in our youth group.  It may seem far away now, but its not. 
Trust the Lord to speak through other Christians concerning the spiritual  
   condition of the person you want to marry. 
There are few areas in life more prone to self-deception than romance. 
   Christians aren’t immune.   
Many a Christian has claimed that the person he or she wants to marry is a  
   Christian, when in fact the person shows little evidence of real faith. 
So decide now to listen to the counsel of your parents and Christian friends. 
   They will be able to see things you can’t see. 
Prove your trust in God by trusting their judgment. !
2.  Parents, take your role in this seriously. 
That means trusting the Lord to provide a Christian spouse for your children. 



Husbands and wives are gifts from God.  Ask him to give your children a good one.  
   Perhaps the parents of that future son or daughter-in-law are praying too. !
The Lord arranges the marriages of believers. 
   Just as your child’s salvation is ultimately in his hand, so is future marriage. 
   Lord has to guard child’s heart, they have to be sensitive to his leading.  
Trusting the Lord also means telling your children often 
    that this is what God wants for them, and this is what you want.   
You want a good husband or wife for them. 
   And the number one quality is that this future spouse is a believer. 
   Point out the blessings of a believing home. 
Explain to them that both of you, mom and dad, love the Lord want same things. !
If there happen to be negative examples: 
   A woman you know from a Christian home who marries an unbeliever— 
   point out the negative spiritual fallout.   
Not in a self-righteous way, but as a warning.  Bible does the same thing. !
3.  Everybody, all of us, all the members of this body. 
We take a vow when children are baptized that we will assist the parents in the  
   Christian nurture of their child.   
As you pray for the children and youth of church, pray they will marry well. !
And if you have a friend who is considering marriage to an unbeliever, 
   pray that the Lord will give you the right words and the courage to speak. 
You know that when people become romantically entangled,  
   emotion becomes so strong it’s difficult to reason with them. 
You might be afraid to say anything for fear of offending them.   
   But when it comes to a Christian you know moving toward marriage to an  
   unbeliever, you don’t have a choice.  You have to get involved.  
You must speak the truth in love.  There is way too much at stake to let it slide. !
This is especially important in our church.  Don’t leave it up to me. 
   I’ve had this conversation with people a few times, a couple times went well. 
   But the other times it didn’t.   
It’s much more effective if it comes from you, especially if you are a friend. 
   James says:  Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way  
   will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins 




