
“The Curse”                                                                                    May 23, 2015 
Genesis 3:16-19 !
SI:  We’re studying the first eleven chapters of Genesis this summer. 
Genesis 3 is one of the most important chapters in the Bible. 
It’s foundational for a Christian world view. 
   We need to know it well. 
So I’m taking more time with this chapter than with others. 
   But after we get through it, we’ll pick up the pace. 
!
INTRO:  If you made a list of the most famous Christmas carols, 
   Joy to the World would be at near the top of the list. 
It was written in 1719 by Isaac Watts,  
   Watts is known as the father of English hymnody. 
   In fact, we sang one of his hymns earlier in service—O God Our Help  . . . 
   And he wrote many more that Christians are still singing 300 years later. 
Not only was Watts gifted as a poet and lyricist, 
   he combined that with deep theology. !
Joy to the World is not actually about Christ’s first coming at Christmas, 
   it’s about his second coming at the end of the age. 
And one of the stanzas goes like this: 
   No more let sins and sorrows grow, Nor thorns infest the ground, 
   He comes to make his blessings flow, Far as the curse is found. 
Do you recognize that biblical imagery?   
   Watts was drawing on this passage, where God says to Adam that the ground 
   is cursed because of his sin, and that it will bring forth thorns and thistles. !
He was making the bigger point that when Christ returns 
   he will completely rid the earth of the curse— 
   no more sins, no more sorrows, no more thorns infesting. 
Christ will renew and restore all things. 
So Watts recognized, as Christians always have,  
   that this passage is tremendously important for understanding this world. !
We believe in the curse.  We believe God has passed a sentence of judgment 
   on the human race for the sin of our first parents.   
This is the biblical explanation for why things are the way they are. 



   This is why there is so much pain and sorrow in the world of mankind. 
This is why even atheists can’t be consistent with their atheism— 
   they have to point out things that seem wrong to them with human race. !
Why?  Because a sentence has been passed by God against mankind.   
   And that’s why we need Jesus to come and make his blessings flow. 
   To reverse the curse.   
And even now, by the power of his resurrection, that reversal and restoration 
   can begin in little ways in our lives, even in this fallen world 
   as we rely on God’s grace and cooperate with the Holy Spirit. 
More on that later. 
But let’s look at the curse itself.   
   What is surprising is that God addresses the woman and the man separately.   
He passes a sentence of judgment on the woman, then on the man.  
   And their sentences are different. 
   The woman gets one judgment from God, the man gets a different one. 
And the other surprising thing is that at first glance, 
    these don’t seem to be the worst effects of the sin on human life.. !
Nothing is said about sickness, war, or crime.   
   Think about all the suffering and cruelty those evils bring into human life. 
There is no mention of slavery and starvation and corruption of human society. 
   If we were writing the Bible, that’s probably what we would focus on— 
   the really bad things that happen to all people, men and women. !
But that’s not how Genesis handles the curse. 
Instead it tells how there were specific consequences for the woman 
   and then specific consequences for the man. 
And the focal point of the curse is their life together. 
   God made marriage as the foundation of human society. 
   It was within a marriage that the first woman and first man sinned. 
So it is on marriage that the focus of the curse falls. !
See, even though the curse does not by any means describe the worst effects of the  
   fall, it shows us how the typical sins of married life illustrate everything bad  
   that sin has brought to the human race.   
All the sorrow, pain, frustration, discontentment and disappointment of sin are  
   found in seed form in these particular curses leveled at the woman and the man. 



!
So let’s look at the curse in more detail so that we can understand its effects 
   and see more clearly our need for God’s grace and the power of Jesus Christ. !
Three headings: 
1.  The distinctiveness of the curse 
2.  The reality of the curse 
3.  The reversal of the curse !
Credit where credit is due:  Two sermons by Dr. Robert Rayburn on this passage.  !!
MP#1  The distinctiveness of the curse 
By that I mean that God addressed the man and woman separately.   
   As we move into this you will see the curses addresses their different roles. 
The man was placed in the garden to work it and take care of it— 
   his curse relates to his work and responsibility. 
The woman was created to be man’s helper and the mother of his children. 
   So that is where the curse falls on her. !
Let’s start with the curse of the woman, verse 16. 
   God tells her first that her maternity will be accompanied with suffering. 
We could spend a long time elaborating the meaning of that. 
   The pain of childbirth itself, the death of mothers giving birth. 
The death of children, the troubles and sorrows her children face as they grow up. 
   The heart of a mother suffers pains that men generally don’t suffer.   !
The second half of the verse concerns the woman’s relationship with her husband. 
   In chapter 2, marriage is celebrated as a romantic affection leading to  
   the deepest possible intimacy and wholeness—a “one flesh” relationship. 
But sin brought a new pattern to married life for the woman. 
   “Your desire will be for your husband and he will rule over you.” !
What does that mean?  There are two possibilities. 
It could mean the husband will now exercise his rule over his wife in a harsh  
   and exploitative way.  He won’t love and cherish, he will demand and dominate.   
And the woman, because of her desire for her husband’s love, and because of her  
   insecurities, will submit to unreasonable and harsh treatment from him.   



The order of male headship in marriage is not the result of the fall. 
   That order is present in goodness of chapter 2.  Man made first, woman helper. 
   But the fall corrupts man’s headship makes him domineering so woman suffers.   
There’s certainly some truth to that pattern, and we’ve all seen it at times. !
But there is another interpretation more carefully attuned to the context. 
It builds on this word “desire.”    
   In the next chapter, before Cain murdered his brother Abel, God said to Cain: 
   “Sin is crouching at your door, its desire is for you, but you must master it.” 
   Its desire is for you refers to sin’s desire to control and dominate Cain. 
A strong argument for taking “your desire will be for you husband” in same way. 
   So, the woman’s desire for her husband is her desire for control, 
   her desire for dominance, for getting her own way. 
She wants to get her way in marriage where she remains, by creation order, 
   the weaker sex and naturally in a position of subordination to her husband.  
In other words, the order that God established between her and her husband, 
   that was intended to be a blessing to both, now begins to chafe. 
She wants things to go her way, but doesn’t have the power to make it happen. 
   So the battle of the sexes begins here as well as the frustrations of the woman. 
   And those frustrations pertain to the great centers of her life—children, husband. !
Now, that all sets up the curse of the man in verses 17-19. 
Notice how Adam’s curse begins:  “Because you obeyed your wife.” 
   The implication is clear.  Adam laid down the responsibilities that were his. 
   We saw  that when we studied the temptation.  Adam was present.  
He allowed his wife to take the lead and when all hell broke lose, blamed her. 
   So the curse falls on his responsibilities, and the difficulties he will now face  
   in fulfilling them.  Work is not a curse, but it will be accompanied by frustration. !
So the woman’s punishment struck at the deepest root of her being as a woman— 
   mother and wife.  The man’s punishment struck at the innermost nerve of his  
   life—work and provision for his family. 
What sin is going to do, in other words, is reverse the goodness of life as God 
   has made it and in ways that are peculiar to men and women. !
Men were made to lead and rule, now they become shifty and irresponsible. 
   The difficulty of the tasks laid on them makes them unwilling to do them. 
Women are now going to want another arrangement for life. 



   Depending upon and helping their husbands in a fallen world, 
   is going to seem hard to them, and add to that all the burdens of being a mother.   
And since God has made men and women a certain way, there is no escaping this. !
So what this means is that the quintessential feminine sin is discontentment— 
   especially discontentment with her relationships (husband, children primarily.) 
And the quintessential masculine sin is irresponsibility— 
   laying down the duties God has placed on his shoulders,  
   especially in regard to his wife and children.  !
So feminine discontentment and masculine irresponsibility create a destructive 
   feedback loop that Genesis 3 show us is indicative of what is wrong with world. 
That brings us to the next point . . . !
MP#2  The reality of the curse 
This is so true to life, this is so real.  There are illustrations of it everywhere. !
You see it in the Bible itself:  In Ephesians, famous marriage passage. 
The Apostle Paul addresses each sex precisely in the way that would seem  
   logical based on Genesis 3 and the effects of the curse.   
He doesn’t tell wives to love their husbands. 
   That’s because women have an enormous capacity to love their men— 
   even undeserving rascals.  
   He tells them to submit because their tendency is to complain and manipulate. 
He doesn’t tell husbands to rule their wives. 
   He tells them to love their wives sacrificially because that is the way 
   a man exercises responsible headship and provision for his wife and family.   
But the man’s tendency is to punt the weighty responsibilities of love. !
You see the reality of the curse in societal ills. 
Think of the poorest and most desperate communities in America, 
   like some of our decaying inner cities in the news lately, Detroit, Baltimore. 
Those sad communities characterized by irresponsible men and unhappy women. 
   Who makes sure the kids are fed and dressed for school? 
   Who bears virtually all the pain and worry for their safety?  The women. 
Remember the mother who became famous recently during the Baltimore riots 
   for tracking down her son, slapping him, and dragging him home? !



Where are the men?  Hanging out on the corner at 2:00 in morning with buddies. 
   Now you might think those men are unhappy, and grieving that their lives are 
   not going anywhere.  But by and large they are not.  Reasonably content. 
   It’s the women who are unhappy who want more than they are getting. 
I’m certainly not saying that the curse is limited to the poor.  Not at all.  
Wealthy women are just as inclined to be deeply unhappy and discontented, 
   and wealthy men irresponsible regarding needs of wife and family. 
The inner city just provides as a particularly vivid illustration of curse. !
We see the reality of the curse in modern feminism. 
Feminism is the discontentment of the woman politicized. 
   It’s anger at the various ways women are subject to men, less powerful, 
   less in control of their destinies, more vulnerable, more dependent on men. 
But after all noise of the feminist social revolution— 
   at fundamental level, relatedness of women to men has remained much the same. 
And the level of frustration and sense of victimization has increased  
   because feminism confirms men in their irresponsibility. 
That’s the really scary thing about feminism, irresponsible men love it. !
I was listening the car radio recently and the Rock and Roll classic came on: 
   “Don’t gimme no lines and keep your hands to yourself.”  Remember it?   
   It’s so profoundly out of step with feminism it takes your breath away. 
The man in the ballad is trying to get the woman to sleep with him— 
   And her response is:  Marry me.  You be responsible.  Favorite verse: 
Oh baby, baby, baby, why you gonna treat me this way? 
   You know I’m still your loverboy, I still feel the same way. 
   That’s when she told me a story ‘bout free milk and a cow, 
   And said, “No huggee, no kissee until I get a wedding vow.” 
   My honey, my baby, don’t put my love on the shelf. 
   She said, “Don’t gimme no lines and keep your hands to yourself.” 
Feminism says:  Women don’t need marriage.   
   We don’t need the loving, lifelong responsible commitment of a man for sex. 
   The man in the rock ballad says:  Yes.  Three cheers for feminism.   !
We reflect the reality of the curse in our language. 
   Bitch is a feminine term.  Couch potato, bum, loser are masculine terms.   
You see the curse in the behavior of teenage boys and girls. 
   Girls despair and boys betray their responsibilities. 
How does a teenage boy let a girl he has dated know he’s no longer interested? 



   He stops calling.  He lets her take the brunt of the emotional turmoil and hurt. 
   He cares more for himself than faithfulness to manhood. !
You see the curse even in church life. 
   It’s more often the case than not, when a Christian marriage is unhappy, 
   it’s the wife who brings it to the attention of Christian friends.   
She is the one who can’t stand the condition of the marriage. 
   She’s the one saying, Please pray for our marriage. 
   She’s the one pushing her husband to change, be more of a spiritual leader. 
He may know on some level that his marriage is not what it ought to be. 
   He may even wish for more, but he has his work, his hobbies, his football, 
   his buddies.  So he fits the facts of his marriage into the larger picture of his life. 
And that’s why his wife is miserable. 
   Because the husband on whom she depends has laid down his responsibilities  
   for her heart and her happiness.   
I know there are exceptions to these things.  
There are responsible husbands and happy wives—even among unbelievers.  
   God’s common grace holds back the full effects of the curse so that human 
   society can continue.   
But generally this is true.  The man pays far too little attention to his  
   responsibilities for his wife and his children, spiritually, emotionally, physically.  
So the woman grieves for the attention she does not get, the love that is not given  
   her, the affection and celebration and appreciation of her husband— 
   and she descends into discontentment and all the ugly and destructive places 
   that can lead.   !
That brings us to the third point . . . 
MP#3  The reversal of the curse 
Why does God’s word tell us this?   
Why does it give us the theological explanation for this fact of human life? 
   To show us our need for Jesus Christ. 
   How we need the Son of God to come and reverse the curse. 
That’s what he has done by his death and resurrection. !
Like Isaac Watts said, some day he will come and set all straight— 
   no more sins, sorrows, and thorns.  But we don’t have to wait till then. 
His resurrection power is available now.  He expects us to use it. 
   And in our little way, to push back and reverse the curse. 



!
Let me address husbands first, and then wives. 
The purpose of God’s grace in married life is to restore a man  
   to be the responsible lover of his wife; to protect her and provide for her. 
This passage is a powerful reminder that there is a chronic tendency of 
   irresponsibility in men that will undermine marriage. 
And so, by God’s grace, that is the battle you must fight. !
Why do I always have to apologize first? 
Why am I the one who has to keep everybody happy? 
Why does it seem like she always thinks there is something  
   I’m supposed to be doing that I’m not?   
Why can’t she accept my reasonable solution to this or that problem? 
Why does she insist on something deeper and wanting something more from me? 
   Even as a Christian man, there are times when you resent being responsible 
   for the happiness and wholeness of the home. 
If you don’t ever resent it, or at least feel the difficulty of it, 
   then you probably don’t have a clue how weighty and deep your calling is. 
But when you do think resentfully about your responsibilities, 
   remember you are a man and God made you a man  
   and he expects you to behave like one and has given you the grace to do so. 
Remind yourself from time to time of the immense responsibility that has 
   been laid on your shoulders—to love a woman as Christ loved the church.  !
I ran across this definition of masculinity by a great woman, Amy Carmichael. 
   She was looking certain Christian men to join her missionary work in India. 
“Masculinity is not mere courage, it is the quality of soul which frankly accepts all conditions  
   of human life, and makes it a point of honor not to be dismayed or wearied by them.” 
There was only one man who was never dismayed or wearied by others— 
   the man Christ Jesus.  And by union with him, following him find this grace. !
Now for the women. 
The purpose of God’s grace in married life is to restore you to a cheerful  
   acceptance of your role in life as the second sex.   
In many cases that will mean refusing to complain when your husband is not 
   all that he ought to be, and showing respect when it is not especially due. 
And that is no small thing Jesus is asking of you.   
   But he showed the way with his life and gives you strength to follow.  



!
Don’t you see how one is the solution for the other? 
When the man is responsible.  When he takes up his responsibilities gladly. 
   When he seeks to love and care for wife as Christ for the church. 
   Then the reasons for feminine discontent melt away. 
Grace reverses the curse.  But it’s never the other way around.   !
You can’t practice the curse in hopes of getting grace.   
   A woman who complains in hopes of pushing her husband to responsible  
   behavior will not only fail, she will make matters worse. 
He’ll be confirmed in his irresponsibility.   !
We see everywhere around us the consequences of sin for men and women. 
   And we find in the Gospel and in obedience to Christ the perfect answer. 
Because he came to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found. 
   So let’s trust him.  


