
“The Great War”                                                                           May 17, 2015 
Genesis 3:14-15 !
SI:  Genesis 3 is one of the most important chapters in the Bible. 
It’s foundational for a Christian world view. 
   We need to know it well. !
This morning we will cover just two verses, 14 and 15. 
I’m also going to read two additional passages of Scripture. 
   I don’t usually do that; it goes against my training. 
   My old homiletics professor, Dr. Chapell taught me to stick to one passage 
   when preaching a sermon.  And I’m convinced of the wisdom of that. 
But I’m going to break his rule this morning because I think it will be helpful. !
Genesis 3:14-15 
Revelation 12:1-17 
Ephesians 6:10-12 !
INTRO:  My parents were here last weekend. 
   On Sunday afternoon Allison and I took them to Hurricane Creek Park. 
As we were leaving and pulling out on 31, my mother noticed a historical marker 
   and she asked me what it was.  I told her a Civil War skirmish was fought there. 
   If you remember your Alabama history, it was part of Strait’s Raid.   
So we started talking about the Civil War and commented about how hard it is to  
   imagine that right there, 150 years ago, men were battling each other to the death. 
Genesis 3 tells us that our world, since the fall, has been locked in a great war— 
   a cosmic conflict.  That also may be hard to imagine.  But it’s real. 
   We are right in the middle of life and death battles every day. 
As Christians it is essential that we understand this.  !
After first parents ate forbidden fruit, God questioned them:  What have you done?   
Adam blamed Eve, Eve blamed the serpent. 
   So the Lord addressed them in reverse order, and to each of them— 
   first the serpent, then Eve, then Adam—he pronounced a curse. 
He told the serpent that he would crawl on his belly and eat dust. !
Now, this is not a how-to story explaining why snakes slither. 
   The snake was a manifestation of Satan.   



   To go on your belly and eat dust is a curse of humiliation and defeat. 
So God announced right away that Satan would not win,  
   he would not finally succeed in corrupting this world God made.   
Then the next verse, 3:15, the Lord describes how this defeat would take place. 
   It’s going to happen when the seed of the woman bruises the serpent’s head— 
   and in accomplishing that, the serpent will bruise his heel.   !
What’s that about?  It’s very mysterious and cryptic. 
But the 66 books of the Bible develop, explain, and work it out. 
   We learn the seed of the woman is Jesus Christ.  He came into this world, 
   was wounded, heel was bruised, but he struck the decisive blow against Satan. 
So this verse is not just a curse on Satan, the very first announcement of the Gospel. 
   It’s the very first announcement of the good news that God will make things right. 
Theologians have a Latin name for Genesis 3:15.   
   They call it the protoevangelium.  Proto-first.  Evangelium—Gospel, good news.  !
Isn’t this interesting?  Let’s think about it.   
The first announcement of the Gospel is not promise of forgiveness or eternal life, 
   it’s a sentence of defeat pronounced on the Devil. 
And the Bible shows these two things are inseparably connected. 
Salvation is just as much a matter of God’s victory over Satan, 
   as it is our personal rescue and forgiveness.  
Colossians 2:15, front of bulletin, one example:   
   By the cross Jesus disarmed, triumphed over powers, authorities. 
Those powers and authorities are spiritual forces of evil— 
   other fallen angels, demons, who follow Satan as their leader.   
This also alludes to the offspring of serpent spoken of here. 
   Those offspring are the unbelieving world of mankind  
   as it sets itself against Christ and his church. !
So this is human history in the biblical view: 
It is ongoing enmity between the offspring of the serpent and the seed of the woman  
   and that hatred expressed in conflict that will eventually result in total victory  
   for the woman’s seed. 
And that seed is God’s Champion, the man Christ Jesus. !
God wants his children to know this world is a battlefield. 
   The Bible makes that clear in story after story.   



It’s a fight between those who follow the Lord by faith, and the forces  
   of the world, the flesh and the devil. !
Jesus came to fight, and he calls us to fight too. 
We get to share in his battles.  And for many reasons, he allows us to taste the 
   bitterness, the pain, and the heartbreak of this fight, as well as the triumphs. 
What am I talking about?  I’m talking about how, as Christians,  
   we view all the struggles of our lives, all our prayers and concerns, 
   as spiritual battles in this great war.  !
Just this week a friend of mine told me about a some financial and job concerns, 
   but he framed the whole matter in terms of a spiritual battle, believing promises, 
   not being crushed by unbelief and discouragement, trusting God, glorifying God. 
Whether it is our children, our work, our church, those who are sick, missionaries,  
   world leaders and world events, our own internal wrestlings—all part of war. !
Let’s look at this under two big points: 
   1.  The final victory is guaranteed. 
   2.  But, you must fight till the end.   !
MP#1  The final victory is guaranteed. 
In this great war, this cosmic conflict, the final victory is guaranteed. 
   It’s promised.  Here at the very beginning of the Bible the Lord God says 
   the seed of the woman will bruise the serpent’s head. !
I read Revelation 12 because it forms an amazing bookend with Genesis 3:15. 
At the beginning of the Bible is the promise of war and victory— 
   at the end of the Bible is a vision of how those things play out. 
It’s interesting to trace the connections between the two. !
In Revelation 12 the apostle John has a vision of a woman about to give birth 
   to a male child—and that child is obviously Christ himself. 
   He is the one prophesied in Psalm 2 to rule nations with an iron scepter. 
So, who is the woman in the vision?   
   If we go with our first impression would say the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus. 
But think about it, we could just as well say this woman is Eve.   
   Because Eve is the one referred to in Genesis 3:15, have a seed defeat Satan. !



And if we ponder the symbolism more carefully, could say that this woman 
   is not just Mary and Eve, but the church itself, particularly OT church, 
   and by connection, the church in all ages as the mother of God’s people. 
The crown of 12 stars is a key.   
   12 and multiples of 12 symbolize church in Bible and Revelation.   
   12 tribes, 12 apostles, 24 elders seated around throne of God 
   144,000 elect of God. !
But even more significant is the woman’s pregnancy, and her labor. 
   When was the Christ conceived?  When the angel came to Mary, Holy Spirit. 
But could also say that the Messiah was conceived in the Garden of Eden, 
   in Genesis 3:15 when he was first promised. 
And we could say that the Old Testament is the gestation of Christ. 
   The Old Testament is a record of how God prepared for coming of Deliverer. 
And woven throughout the Old Testament is Satan doing all he can to ruin 
   God’s salvation plan and to ruin or kill all those people part of God’s plan. 
You can read the whole Old Testament this way,  
   as a record of Satan’s attempts to ruin God’s plan to send the seed of the woman.   
   Every attack on Israel, every attack on those in line of Messiah part of this war. 
Think of those two times Abraham was fearful for his life, told Sarah to say she 
   was his sister.  She was taken into the harem Pharaoh, then a Canaanite king. 
Told that Lord intervened, both times kept those men from sleeping with her. 
   Why?  What’s the point?   
   This is more than a story of Abraham’s weakness and moral lessons for us. 
This was a demonic ploy.   
   God had promised a son to Abraham and Sarah. 
   For all the devil knew, that promised son was the seed of the woman 
   who would crush him, or at least he was the next step in the line. 
So if he could get Sarah pregnant by another man, he would not just destroy 
   their marriage, he would permanently derail God’s plan for a champion.   
God delivered Sarah and thwarted Satan.   !
Or what about David and Goliath?  We all love that story, the boy and the giant. 
But not merely a story about courage, facing your giants, that sort of thing. 
   Goliath was a tool of Satan to crush people of God from whom seed would come,  
   and to kill David, who was to be the forebear of the seed. 
But David stuck him down and cut off his head.   
   That must have made Satan tremble to think what it foreshadowed. 



Every attack on Israel was an attack on the promised child. 
   So what happened?  Who won?  Did God’s plan work out or Satan ruin it? !
In the vision, the male child is born, dragon pounces, snatched up to God’s throne. 
   One verse all of Jesus’ life, ministry, death, burial, resurrection. 
   Jesus was born, he ascended into heaven and is seated at right hand of God. 
God’s salvation plan fulfilled.  Devil was foiled.  
   Christ has come and brought salvation and now he reigns. !
Then there is this chorus of praise—loud voice from heaven. 
   “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority  
   of his Christ.  For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and  
   night, has been hurled down.  They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word  
   of their testimony.” 
From heaven’s perspective, the decisive battle has been won, the promise fulfilled. 
   By Christ’s work and the proclamation of the Gospel Satan’s power broken.   
   He has been hurled down from heaven.  He has been overcome.   
     
So how does Satan respond?  What is final stage of vision?  He doesn’t just give up.   
   He tries to destroy the woman, the church, to keep Gospel from being preached.   
That’s all this business of water spewing from his mouth. 
   But every attempt to destroy the woman is frustrated. 
He chases her, she’s given wings, and a safe place in the desert. 
   He spews water and the earth swallows the river. 
And all through this time of persecution, this age between first and second coming,  
   the church is kept safe and cannot be destroyed.  
   People are saved, delivered from Satan.  He no longer has hold over them. 
The spread of the Gospel to the nations cannot be stopped.  Jesus reigning.  
   And we’ve seen that for 2,000 years, church has grown and spread around world. !
Certain branches have been snuffed out—through persecution or false teaching. 
   We’re seeing it snuffed out in the Middle East, but guess what? 
   Other parts of world, China, Korea, India, parts of Africa, church growing.  
There will always be a people of God and a Gospel witness on earth. 
   “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” !
Christ has won—Satan decisively defeated. 
   He failed to ruin God’s salvation plan. 



   he lost his power to hold the world in spiritual bondage, 
   and he is continually frustrated in his attempts to destroy church !
How does this help you? 
Gives you a firm basis for being joyful in the midst of suffering. 
Give you a framework for all of the misery, sorrow, troubles face in this life. 
   If you are a Christian you can look at all of these things, worst sort of problems,  
   sorrows, even if you are weeping, can have a deep, unshakable confidence.   
No matter what happens, you will not be destroyed. 
   The Enemy of your soul cannot manipulate things to cause your spiritual  
   destruction, because Jesus Christ is victorious.   !
And all things work together for good to those who love God. 
   And there is therefore now no condemnation for those in Christ Jesus, 
   And this present suffering is not worthy to be compared to glory revealed. 
   And nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
And on and on.  All the precious promises are yours to claim and enjoy, 
   Because the first great promise was fulfilled, the male child of woman 
   has been born, and has crushed the dragon’s head.  !!!!
But that doesn’t mean we can rest on our laurels.  Second point. !
MP#2  You must fight till the end.   
The vision ends with a sober note—we would be wise to pay attention. 
   “Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her  
   offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.”   !
If the woman is the church, Christ her eldest son, who are rest offspring? 
   We are.  If obey God, faith in Jesus. 
Christ is victorious, church cannot be destroyed—so Satan trying to do as much 
   damage as possible out of hatred for Christ and church. 
   And you—Christian—are the object of his attacks. 
He wants to do all he can to make you miserable, feeling accused, ineffective 
   and unproductive in Christian life.  Defeated but dangerous enemy. 
So there is this tension that we live with in this world. 



   Christ has won the victory, and yet there is still fighting to do. !
One of my favorite WWII books is about the liberation of Paris. 
   It’s called Is Paris Burning?  
All during the German occupation, the church bells of Paris were never rung. 
   So what do you think happened when Allies first entered the outskirts of Paris? 
Let me read you a little bit, this is great: 
   For four years the bells of Paris had hung lifeless and silent.  Not once during the occupation 
had their rich notes rung out to call Parisians to Mass, to proclaim the news that “A king is 
born,” or “Christ is risen,” or even to toll the passing of a departed parishioner.  But now [as 
news spread] they threw off that cloak and shook out the dust gathered in four years of silence 
and sorrow.  From the south tower of Notre-Dame, the great 14-ton bell of the cathedral of Paris 
launched the joyous peal.  From the crest of Mont-martre, the 19-ton bell of Sacred Heart . . . 
threw back its notes.  One by one, from one end of the city to the other, the churches of Paris 
joined them.   Within minutes the whole skyline of Paris shook with the thunder of their 
majestic chorus.  Parisians hanging from their windows wept in the darkness at the sound. !
The book tells how General Choltitz, the commander of German forces, responded.   
He was at his headquarters with his officers when the bells began to ring. 
   All conversation stopped.  And then a young secretary said: 
   Herr General, the bells are ringing can’t you hear them, what does it mean? 
   “They are ringing for us, my little girl.  They are ringing because the Allies are coming into  
   Paris.  Why else do you suppose they would be ringing?” 
Then he turned to his staff officers who were sitting there stunned. 
   His tone turned scathing and bitter.  “Gentlemen,” he told them, I can tell you something  
   that’s escaped you here in your nice life in Paris.  Germany’s lost the war, and we have lost it  
   with her.” 
But then guess what General Choltitz did?  He ordered the Germans to fight. 
He knew they had lost the battle and the war, but they fought block by block.   
The book describes the bitter hand to hand combat.   
   How in one street Parisians and Allied troops would be dancing  
   and drinking champagne, and just one block over they were bleeding and dying. 
Because they were facing a cornered enemy who had nothing more to lose.  
  
That’s exactly the description of Satan, a cornered enemy with nothing to lose. 
   “He is filled with fury, because he knows his time is short.” 
Jesus doesn’t make it sound like easy business, he is realistic and warns us— 
   This period before my second coming going to be bitter. 
When you become a Christian, you don’t step into a magic circle. 
   There will be the troubles and pains of life in a fallen world, 



   and all of those things will be used against you by the devil. 
Used against you in ways he doesn’t use them against unbelievers. 
   He’s going to use them to make you discouraged, fearful, disappointed. 
   Because he wants to render you ineffective in the fight. !
Sometimes you will obey Jesus and do the right thing and live faithfully, 
   and things still won’t turn out like you had hoped they would. 
LT, for those of you who don’t know, is a missionary supported by our church. 
   His ministry, FP, sees its mission as taking Gospel to hostile places. 
Last week he was in NYC for a debate on Al J., Muslim network. 
   He presented and defended the Christian faith. 
And as he expected, they stacked the debate against him. 
   Powerful opponents, hostile host, inflammatory questions.  But he did it. 
   The debate was filmed, it’s being aired tonight, audience of 260 mil Muslims. 
When he received the invitation to this debate, Larry was told by several US  
   government officials, make sure you count the cost to yourself and your family. 
   The question will not be if you get death threats, but how many. !
Here’s something Larry wrote in an email before the debate: 
   How does one determine whether you won or lost?  Over the years I have come to realize that  
   the Lord judges these things very differently from us.  Did Isaiah win when he was martyred?   
   Did Stephen win his debate when he was stoned to death?  Jesus, when they tried to throw  
   Him off a cliff or stone Him?  I think the only way we can judge these things is this:  
   faithfulness . . . How do I feel?  A bit anxious, but ready.  I might get annihilated.  Who  
   knows?  I just want to represent Jesus Christ with strength and honor.  Please pray that I am  
   faithful.  Please pray that I proclaim the truth of Scripture.  Pray that the Lord gives me words,  
   insight, strength.  The rest really doesn’t matter. 
We’re not all called to present the Gospel on Al J.  That’s Larry’s calling. 
   You have your own calling.  
But Larry’s approach applies to us all.  Jesus has won the decisive victory. 
   The church bells are ringing.  He’s bruised the serpent’s head. 
So I’m not going to let Satan get the best of me by making me worried or fearful   
   about how I did.  I’m going to fight him by faith.  !
Here’s where Paul is so helpful.  That Ephesians passage. Very practical. 
As a Christian, you can’t blame all your problems on flesh and blood. 
   “We struggle (wrestle) not against flesh and blood but against . . .  
   the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” 
“Flesh and blood” does not mean “flesh” as in sin nature. 



“Flesh and blood” means human, the physical realm. !
When people of the world face trouble, face evil—they to blame problems strictly  
   on themselves or other people or something they can see. 
This is happening because of what that person did, what I did, that event. 
   I have a troubled marriage because I’m a bad husband, she’s a bad wife,  
   or because of our meddling in-laws, or because of our money struggles. 
Paul is not saying don’t ever struggle with “flesh and blood”, of course we do. 
   But he is saying there is more than meets the eye—spiritual forces of evil. 
Unless recognize this you will be disappointed with other people, perhaps self. 
   Miss the fact that something bigger going on.   
   Lloyd-Jones:  “Must never think the problem confined to me or to other people.” !
Let’s take one aspect of church life.   
People often leave their church because they are disappointed. 
   Disappointed in other members, or preacher, or programs, something happened. 
   So pull up all roots and move to another.  Easy here, lots of good ones.   
But what if Paul is right, and your struggle is not against flesh and blood? 
   What if this is part of a spiritual battle to weaken the church with your absence. 
   Or weaken you by severing relationships with a particular body?   
   When for the good of the cause of Christ ought to stay and work it out.   
Of course you understand I’m not saying there aren’t good reasons to change  
   churches, or that it can’t be done in a godly, thoughtful manner.   !
But let’s take Paul seriously here.  The struggles in our lives, whether church  
   or work or marriage or children or friends or health have a spiritual dimension. !
There is an evil power who wants to use them to weaken you, discourage you, 
   make you shallow, ineffective, unproductive in Christian life.  
And so we fight.  And the weapons are the means of grace— 
   Regular, weekly submission to the word of God preached, own Bible reading. 
   Regular, weekly communion with Christ at his Table. 
   Regular worship, prayer, fellowship with God’s people.   !
Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said the Christian life is not a clinic but a barrack. 
   We’re probably uncomfortable with that image. 
   A clinic or a hospital sounds nice—and the church is that too. 
But let’s be wise to this truth that God wants us to know— 



   that he put at the beginning of the Bible, at the end, in between. !
This world is a spiritual battlefield.  
   We are engaged in a cosmic struggle, great war. 
   Christ our captain has won the decisive battle.   
So let’s be courageous and follow him.  
    


