
“What Happened Here?”                                                                   May 10, 2015 
Genesis 3:1-13 !
SI:  This summer we are studying the first eleven chapters of Genesis. 
I want to give credit where credit is due and commend to you again  
   a good little book called The First Chapters of Everything—Genesis 1-4. 
By Alasdair Paine, an Anglican minister in Cambridge. 
   Can buy on Amazon.  Great book to read for morning devotions.  Little at time. 
   I’m relying heavily on him for this series. !
John Calvin said there are three chapters of the Bible every Christian 
   ought to know—Genesis 3, Romans 3, and John 3. 
   Genesis 3 is about what went wrong, Romans 3, God’s way of setting things right, 
   John 3, how we are included in what God doing by work of Spirit, faith in Son. !
INTRO:  Last weekend I went on the men’s retreat to Le Conte Lodge, 
   way up on the peak of Mt. Le Conte in the Great Smoky Mountains.   
We stayed in a couple cabins.  The lodge itself is the dining hall for guests. 
   It seats about sixty people.  We ate supper there and breakfast next morning. !
One of the staff was telling me that after supper is over and things cleaned up, 
   they go ahead and set all the tables for breakfast the next morning. 
Plates, glasses, silverware, butter dishes, jam, jelly, and syrup. 
   That way they are ahead of the game and have a jump on the new day. 
But he said one morning they came into the lodge to start cooking breakfast 
   and they found it completely wrecked—tables overturned, glasses broken, 
   plates smashed, every butter dish, every jar of jam cleaned out. 
And permeating the whole place was a horrible odor.   !
Of course, their first question was:  What happened here?   
   When they had left it the night before it was perfect. 
Well, their investigation didn’t take long.   
   They realized a bear had broken in some time during the night. 
   He smelled the butter and the sweet things. 
In his eagerness to gobble them up, he destroyed the place. 
   And, because of his excitement, or maybe because of eating all that butter— 
   he had gone to the bathroom—a lot. !



Genesis chapters 1 and 2 are a picture of life as God made it to be. 
   We’ve spent the last four weeks looking at that picture—and it’s a delight. 
The Garden of Eden, mankind’s first home, 
   was a place of beauty and discovery, 
   a place where days were filled with good, hard work and happy relationships. !
The man and the woman perfectly complemented each other. 
   She was his helper, God made her for him, and brought her to him. 
   When he saw her, he sang the first song ever sung, in praise of her perfection. 
And do you remember where we left them last week?  The last word of chapter 2? 
   The man and is wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
Love, trust, intimacy, clarity, happiness, harmony— 
   With one another, with the world around them, and with the Lord God. !
But that’s not our world today.  Far from it. !
When I was typing my sermon this past week and I got to this point, 
   I stopped, I went on line to the website of a major news outlet  
   and I wrote down the top four stories on the home page.   
This is what they were: 
   Nuclear Option: Canadian Plan to Bury Waste Near Lake Huron Blasted 
   Crisis Not Averted:  Court Strikes Down Major Illinois Pension Overhaul 
   Pentagon Ups Alert:  Security Increased at Bases amid ISIS Threat 
   Twin Twist:  Why is NJ Dad Paying Support for Just One? !
Brokenness, conflict, waste, violence, worry, rejection, selfishness, death— 
   permeating every sphere of life— 
   environmental, financial, political, psychological, relational, sexual.   
What happened here?  What happened in this world the Lord God made? 
   What happened to the beauty and harmony of the Garden of Eden? !
How can human life—which can be so wonderful and so full of charm— 
   how can it also be at the same time so ugly and cruel and disappointing? 
Why is so much potential unmet and unrealized?  
   How is it that men build beautiful things with hands, kill with same hands. 
   How is it that the human tongue sing songs, and says biting, cruel things? !
Genesis 3 tells us what happened here.   
   Something broke in and wrecked it, and stunk up the place. 



This is what theologians call the fall. 
   That’s not a term found in the Bible, but it’s a good one, one you should know. 
When Adam and Eve listened to the serpent, disobeyed God, ate the forbidden fruit, 
   they fell from the estate in which God made them into estate of sin and misery. 
The doctrine of the fall is essential to understanding ourselves, the world we live in, 
   and the whole message of the Bible. 
From this point on in Scripture, everything is about the effects of the fall, 
   and God’s work through Christ in sorting it out and making things right again. !
So let’s look at this important passage under three points or headings: 
1.  The lies of the fall 
2.  The ruin of the fall 
3.  The hope of the fall !!!
MP#1  The lies of the fall 
A conversation takes place between the woman and the serpent. 
There is in this conversation a progression of arguments the serpent uses 
   to tempt the woman, and underneath these arguments are lies—big lies. 
   Lies so big they create a completely different view of world, God, and ourselves. 
We need to work our way through this conversation carefully, 
   because these same arguments and same lies are used to tempt people today. 
In fact, human beings have so absorbed these arguments and lies, 
   they are so much a part of the way we naturally think— 
   that the serpent doesn’t even have to push them, we use them on ourselves. !
What was this serpent, this talking snake?   
We know from the rest of Scripture that it was Satan. 
   In some way he was able to make himself manifest through this creature.   
Where did Satan come from?   
   We’re told nothing at all about the creation of angels. 
   We get hints later in Scripture that some of the angels fell, Satan among them. 
But how could there be evil and rebellion in heaven, among the angels? 
   The Bible doesn’t tell us.  There is lots it doesn’t tell us. 
   It draws a veil over the origin of evil.   !
But the Bible tells us what we need to know. 



   It gives us this conversation.  So we need to know it inside out.   
He began the conversation with a question: 
   “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’”? 
He said “God,” not LORD God, Yahweh God,” as God called though chapter two. 
   By not using God’s personal name, he subtly de-personalized him. 
His question was full of skepticism and exaggeration.  
   Of course God had not said that:  He said, you may eat from any tree but one. !
So what was the serpent implying?  What was the lie behind his question?   
   That God is not good.  He is unreasonable, unjust, and unfair. 
   He restricts you in ways that will ruin your happiness. 
So the woman responded, and she corrected his falsehood.  No, she said:  
   We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but God did say, you must not eat fruit from  
   the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.  
But did you notice she added something?  
   She added:  You must not touch it.  God had not said that.  Not that strict.  
   A clue she has already accepted in her heart something of the serpent’s attitude.   
She too was exaggerating God’s strictness. 
And that indicates she was open to the suggestion God’s demands unreasonable. 
   She was beginning to believe first lie, God not good, his ways not for my good. 
So after subtly undermining her confidence in God’s word,  
   the serpent outright contradicted God.   
“You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it 
   your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
Here is the next lie—it’s really two that function together. !
You won’t die.  God will not judge you or condemn you for your conduct. 
We all love to believe actions don’t have consequences.   
   The man who gets drunk Sat night loves to believe head won’t hurt Sun. morning. 
   The woman who maxes out credit card loves to believe bills won’t come due. 
At the funeral of Uncle Bob—who everybody knows was a rounder—how good it  
   makes everybody feel to make jokes and talk about him watching us, nonsense. 
It’s a lie, but it’s a potent lie.  It’s a tremendously appealing lie, that we do not 
   live in a moral universe where every thought, word, deed or ours is judged. !
And you will be like God knowing good and evil.  What does that mean? 
   Adam and Eve already knew good and evil, they knew right and wrong. 
Key is, like God.  How does God know good and evil?  He decides good and evil. 
   Good is an expression of his own character and wisdom.  



So the lie is, you get to be your own lawgiver, your own interpreter of reality,  
   and decide for yourself what is right and wrong for you.  Enormously appealing.   !
Eve was convinced and the deed was done.  She saw, she took, she ate.  
   Ironic passage for Mother’s Day, isn’t it?  First momma didn’t do so good. 
First daddy didn’t either.  She gave some to husband who was with her, he ate. 
   He was there the whole time.  The head of the home, the spiritual leader. 
   Listening to this conversation between wife and Satan and he was mute. 
   A total breakdown of the creation order—I will make a helper suitable for him.   !
Let’s review the lies of the fall:   
   God and his laws not good for you, harmfully restrictive and ruin your happiness.  
   God won’t judge you, there are no ultimate consequences.   
   You are your own lawgiver, you decide what’s best for yourself. 
Every person since Genesis 3 is born believing those.   
   It’s the default setting of the fallen human mind and heart. 
   Wish we could say more, but let’s move on to . . . !
MP#2  The ruin of the fall 
This decision of Adam and Eve to believe the lies of the Devil ruined them— 
   Their ruin is evident in three behaviors—covering, hiding, and blaming. 
They are the very opposite of life as it is supposed to be, 
   and as it once was in the Garden of Eden. 
And these behaviors have been passed on to all of their children. 
   Theologians have a name for this inheritance from Adam—original sin. 
   We share in Adam’s guilt and do the same things he did. !
First, Covering 
   Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; 
   so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
Satan promised them:  Eat this fruit and your eyes will be opened. 
   It was a promise of fulfillment and self actualization. 
Well, their eyes were opened and what did they see?  Their nakedness. 
   Their nakedness was a happy thing before.   
It was symbolic of the fact that they were perfectly right—before self, others, God. 
   Nothing to be ashamed of.  Nothing to cover up. 
   But with the fall comes guilt, fear, and shame. !



Listen to Alasdair Paine: 
Once we start to live life according to our own desires, we can no longer trust each other.   
   There will be things in our lives which we don’t want each other to know about.  We don’t  
   quite trust one another, because we don’t know what each would do if they knew all about us.   
   The fig leaves in our lives take all sorts of forms.  We pretend to be what we are not; we are  
   one thing with one person, another to another.  We spin the truth to make it presentable.   
We lock away our secrets, we clear the history on our web browsers, we stick stuff in our  
   shredder; we are less than candid at a thousand points; we dread embarrassment. 
We were made to have open and free hearts.   
   The fall has ruined that.  It took away our original righteousness. !
Next, Hiding 
They heard the LORD God walking in the Garden and they hid in the bushes. 
   And when God called out to them, Adam said we heard you and were afraid, 
   and hid because we were naked.   
Walking is just a vivid way of speaking of his presence.  The Christian walk. 
   Suggest a happy kind of fellowship man had with God in the Garden. 
   But because of the fall, because of the lies, his presence is unbearable. 
Sometimes you’ll hear Christian teachers say that people naturally seek God. 
   There is a grain of truth in that.  Bible says God has put eternity in our hearts. 
That means will experience restlessness, no satisfaction until worship him. 
But Genesis 3 shows that in the fuller sense, people don’t seek God. 
   They hide from him.  If they are going to engage him at all, he sought them. 
This is a big reason we believe in Reformed theology, Calvinism. 
   The Bible says people by nature hide from God.  Paul says no one seeks God. 
   So if someone is seeking God, it means God sought him first.   !
Third, Blaming.   
When God confronts the man.  Who told you were naked?  Did you eat the fruit? 
   He passed the buck:  The woman you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit. 
   He was blaming both the woman—she.  Also God—you put her here. 
So God confronts the woman:  What have you done? 
   The serpent deceive me, and I ate.   
So Adam blamed Eve, Eve blame the snake— 
   and the snake didn’t have a leg to stand on.   !
A few months ago a man down and out stopped by the church to ask for gas. 
So I got in his truck and told him to drive to the gas station. 
   On the way I asked him:  What’s your story?  Why in this predicament? 



He said he had just gotten out of prison.  I asked him, what for? 
   Well, they called it attempted murder. 
But what happened was I got into an argument with my cousin. 
   He came at me with a steel pipe.   
   I held out my knife to protect myself—and he stepped into it! !
The ruin of the fall is that we shift the blame: 
   I was having a bad day.  That’s how I was raised. 
   Do you have any idea the pressure I was under? 
   It was my environment.  It was my wife.  It was my coping mechanism. 
   My hormones made me do it. 
   What idiot put a stop sign there?! !
We’re having a little fun, with this but what is the real casualty of it all? 
Relationships are fractured.   
   Eve goes from being bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh to “that woman.” 
And all the conflict in human life, from fights on children’s playgrounds, 
   to warring armies with men beating each other’s brains out—shift of blame. 
It’s a grim picture all around, this doctrine of the fall. 
But we can’t stop here, let’s hurry on to the last point . . . !
MP#3  The hope of the fall 
Is there any hope at all in this doctrine?   
   Next week when we finish the chapter, Jesus Christ promised for very first time— 
   it’s the first hint of him in the Bible, Genesis 3:15. 
But let’s focus just on these verses about the fall itself. 
   Can you see anything hopeful?  Well, we’ve seen that God called out to Adam. 
   That’s hopeful.  And that will continue to be the theme of salvation. !
But I want to suggest to you that the doctrine of the fall itself is hopeful. 
   It’s a doctrine and a way of looking at the world that makes sense of life. 
Not going to tell you how right away, I want to lead you down a path of thought.  
   So follow me. !
Western civilization used to believe Genesis 1-3 as the true account  
   of the origin of mankind and the explanation for life as we know it.   
Virtually all the great Western thinkers accepted it.  
   God made mankind good and perfect, we have fallen from original state. 



   But that is no longer the case.   
The accepted account for the origin of mankind is Darwinian evolution, naturalism. 
   Everything is here, life exists as it does because of random accidents.  
Even if everybody doesn’t believe that, the cultural elite do, movers and shakers do. 
   It’s the dominant myth of our time. !
But the doctrine of the fall demolishes the theory of evolution.   
   In fact, the most strident atheist, the most committed Darwinist,  
   can’t function in life without accepting the premises of this Christian doctrine. 
Because if this world and human life is just the product of random accidents— 
   then there is nothing wrong with the world, or human life, just is the way it is. !
If we have not fallen from an original estate of goodness, 
   if instead, we have by chance slowly evolved into more complex organisms, 
   then, if anything, we are getting better.   
But nobody really believes that, and nobody can live with it. 
   Even atheists are keenly aware that things are not right, not as should be. !
Take those top four news stories from last Friday that I mentioned. 
I guarantee you that the same people who would say Genesis 3 is nonsense, talking  
   snakes and all that, would say burying nuclear waste near Lake Huron is wrong.   !
And they would read about the Illinois state pension disaster and bemoan 
   the incompetency and greed of the managers of that pension, 
   and feel for the retirees who now are facing uncertainty. 
And they would probably have very strong opinions one way or another about 
   whether or not the taxpayers should bail the thing out. 
And they would read about ISIS chopping people’s heads off and little children 
   being jerked around because of the selfishness of parents, and say—not right. !
But how do they know it’s not right?   
   And what kind of perfect world are they imagining? 
I’ll tell you what world they are imagining—the Garden of Eden. 
   Life in all its goodness and perfection as the LORD God made it. !
Did that image of perfection come from evolution?   
   Is it something left over in our brains from the lower animal world?  Come on!   
It’s the vision of something higher than man is now. 



   It’s the echo of our creation as pure and perfect men, made to live in fellowship 
   with our Creator, and one another, and the world. 
The fall spoiled all that,  
   but the distant memory of it still resides in every human hearts. !
And God has given us the Bible to clarify that echo and distant memory.   
He’s told us what happened here.  Wasn’t that kind of him?   
   How unsettling it would be if the wrecked dining room never explained. 
God has not left us in confusion about  
   why life in this world is such a perplexing place,  
   why disappointment and brokenness casts such a long, dark shadow.   !
But it’s more than that.  God didn’t just tell us the story so we would understand. 
   He told it so we would anticipate a restoration. 
That’s the hope of the fall.   
   That the LORD God who declared all things good will certainly not allow 
   his creation to be ruined by evil, but will set all things right by his son. !
So even this week as you deal with life in this fallen world, 
   allow the disappointments and sadnesses and fears to do the work God intended, 
   and make you long for the day when he sets all right again through Jesus.


