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Scripture Intro 

Please open your bibles to Isaiah 55 we will be reading verses 1-8  

As we all know Isaiah was a prophet who prophesied from around 740 
to 701 bc 

This specific passage is part of the last section of Isaiah which includes 
chapters 40 – 66 

This last section was written during the last 15 years of Isaiah’s 
prophecy and speaks about the Babylonian captivity of Israel followed 
by the deliverance through Christ 

See Isaiah puts forth a vivid picture of the coming of Christ, the death of 
Christ, and the resurrection of Christ and it is with this foundation in 
place that Isaiah can move forward to the passage we will be looking at 
this morning 

Without the foundation that Jesus came that Jesus died and that Jesus 
rose again the today’s selected passage will fall short because this 
passage is written on the back of these truths 

A good way to think of Isaiah is to think of this book as a primer for 
Christ 

Spring is just around the corner and many of us will be cranking lawn 
mowers or weed eaters for the first time of the season 

It is important before you try to crank these small engines to pump the 
primer bulb sending the fuel into the engine 

By doing this you are making your engine ready so that when you go to 
crank it theoretically it will start  
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Isaiah is pumping that bulb preparing the hearts of God’s chosen people 
to the coming of Christ 

He is pumping truths so when Christ comes the people should be able to 
look to these truths and realize that Christ is the humble savior promised  

The passage we will read is no exception 

It pumps the truths of God to our hearts preparing us for the coming of 
Christ 

Lets read this passage together we will start in verse 1 

Reading  

Prayer 

Thanks for the opportunity 

Help us understand your truths 

Convict and Encourage 

Better equip us to glorify you 

Introduction 

There are different task in our household that I am responsible for 

One of these tasks is checking the mail 

Usually the mail runs while I am at home during lunch and I will usually 
check the mailbox as I am headed back to the office 

Most of the time our mail is filled junk 

limited time offers to get the best deals of 2013 on all preowned cars, or 
offers to sign up for the fastest internet service known to man 

But every now and then I will receive a piece of mail that stands out 
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Usually it’s sealed in a small envelope with handwriting across the front 
saying, the Knappenbergers 

When I see an envelope like this I know by past experience this letter is 
an invitation of some sorts 

Be it a wedding, a shower. An engagement party, or a reunion I know 
almost without fail it is an invitation 

All invitations contain key components making it an invitation 

An invitation by its very name must invite you, next it tells the event you 
are invited to, and lastly it gives you specific directions regarding the 
event, such as what to wear, how to get to the destination, whether or not 
to bring gifts and so on 

Today God gives us an invitation through his prophet Isaiah  

We will study this invitation in the same manner we would study an 
invitation arriving through the mail 

We will look at the invite, the event, and close with the directions 

First let’s look at the invite 

The Invitation 

In verse one of our passage we see a clear invite 

The scripture states in verse one 

Come, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and he who has no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
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See the invitation is clear 

Come everyone who thirst 

The event that God is describing in this passage if designed for all those 
who thirst 

So if this invitation was in an envelope across the front of the envelope it 
would read to all those who thirst 

So the question must be asked here at the beginning 

What does it mean to thirst? 

Physically our bodies have a tough time living more than a week without 
water 

Though life gets pretty difficult after as little as 48 hrs 

Our bodies start going through a series of changes the longer we are 
absent water 

It starts with a dry mouth, moves to a headache, skin loses elasticity, 
cramping, shaking, muscles will eventually start to seize including your 
heart 

Which induces death 

See when you thirst your body physically screams for water 

Mentally you don’t fare much better 

When you thirst it literally consumes every thought 

That is all you can think about 

When you are thirsty the pursuit of water becomes your primary focus 
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See when you are in this state you no longer think about your sporting 
teams, you don’t think on work deadlines, or who’s getting kicked off of 
survivor in the upcoming week 

Your focus is water 

In fact you can read in survival stories how men have gone crazy with 
this constant focus on water 

A few years ago a stumbled upon the fascinating story of Mauro 
Prosperi 

Mauro was an Italian police officer and an extreme endurance sport 
athlete 

In 1994 Mauro signed up and took part in the Marathon of sands that 
took place in the deserts of Morocco 

This race is a 6 day 144 mile trek through the desert 

Half way through the race a sandstorm swept across the desert leaving 
visibility very low 

The competitors were instructed to stop and remain still if such a sand 
storm were to occur 

Despite the rules and warnings Mauro saw this as a chance to gain on his 
competitors and tried to continue running through the storm eventually 
becoming disoriented and lost 

After several days of running in the wrong direction he ended up several 
hundred miles off track 

Mr. Prosperi spent nine days clinging for life in the desert fighting 
dehydration and exhaustion eventually finding an abandoned temple to 
seek refuge 
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While in this temple he was able to capture a few bats drinking their 
blood for in the effort to extend his life just one more day  

Mauro at one point was in such great distress that he attempted to take 
his own life only to find out he was too weak to do so 

Eventually Mauro barely clinging to life found an oasis and was rescued 
by a nine year old girl 

Mauro Prosperi’s body ached for, screamed for water 

His mind focused on and longed for water 

What do you think Mauro would of down for a canteen of water? 

I would venture to say he would do whatever was necessary 

See Mauro was physically and mentally broken and the cure for his 
brokenness was water  

With all the physical pain and mental anguish of thirst there is a cure 

Water, water cures the thirsty 

To be thirsty is to long for, ache, and seek passionately for a cure in the 
physical sense the cure is water  

To be spiritually thirsty resembles thirst of a physical nature with 
longing and aching though the cure lies beyond water 

To be spiritually thirsty our souls long for and cry out for a cure 

To be spiritually thirsty is to be empty, longing for purpose, incomplete, 
unhappy, or unfulfilled 

Our souls long to be filled, for a purpose, for joy, for a cure 

Our bodies ache for a cure and our minds our consumed with the 
thoughts of a cure 
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Isn’t this true of all of us 

Aren’t all men born broken desiring to be fixed 

If you don’t believe me just look at the advertisements we are 
bombarded with on a daily basis 

People in the advertisement business get paid a lot of money to get us to 
buy a specific product 

And people in this industry have found a formula that works 

All advertisements start off by showing that you lack something 

Weather that be a lack of friends, lack of money, lack of beauty, lack of 
energy, lack of happiness, or lack of whatever 

These advertisements show that you are lacking and try to fill this void 
with their product 

A quick example of this is commercials for balding men 

One of the staples for these commercials is a before and after picture 

Next time you see one of these pictures, notice how the balding man is 
never smiling 

The advertisement is trying to relay the message that if your bald your 
not happy 

These advertisements are feeding off this basic truth, that we are thirsty 

That we want to be complete, that we long for a cure 

And the advertisements are trying to relay the message that they are the 
cure 

Do you see yourself broken in need of a cure 
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Do you thirst for completeness purpose and joy 

Listen, This invitation is for you 

This invitation has your name written at the top 

So the next question must be as we scroll down this invitation is what 
are you invited to 

We understand that we are invited but what are we invited to 

Which brings us to our next point the event 

The Event 

Looking back at our scripture we read 

Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 

So what is this event that we are invited to… it’s a feast 

A feast consisting of wine, milk and rich foods 

If we receive an invitation in the mail inviting us to a feast there would 
be some questions that we would ask so that we could better understand 
the event 

Natural questions that we would ask are, what is being served, is there 
any cost involved, and why are we feasting (what’s the occasion) 

God through His prophet Isaiah addresses all three of these questions 

First what is being served at this feast? 
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It is important to note the three beverages that are mentioned 

Water milk and wine 

These beverages have a different role in man’s life 

Each beverage unique in the benefit it offers 

The first beverage mentioned is water 

Water is the cure for the broken 

For the dying man longing for relief water is the substance that gives life 

Jesus explains this concept well when speaking to the Samaritan woman 
at the well seen in John chapter 4 

Scripture states that 

Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will 
thirst again; 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well 
of water springing up to eternal life." 

Jesus is speaking of water that does more than meet our physical thirst 
he speaks of the water that gives life and gives it eternal 

See the first beverage offered at this feast is designed to give life 

To soothe the thirst of the invited 

The second beverage mentioned is milk 

Milk is needed for ongoing nourishment 

We are all familiar with this idea of milk being linked with nourishment  

Recently I was speaking to a friend who had just come back from 
serving as a missionary to central America 
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Among some of the stories he told me one stuck out as strange 

He stated that one of the major problems in this country is nutrition 

He said its not uncommon to see mothers with their newborns fill their 
bottles with coca cola 

Now I admit, I am by no means a baby expert in fact if you came up to 
me after church with a question about your baby I will just stare at you 
blankly , but do know this…   coke is not the best drink to give a baby 

Why? Because babies need milk 

See we know and understand that babies need milk 

We give babies milk in the hope that they will grow and be strong 

We are offered milk at this event so they we may also grow and be 
strong 

To grow and be strong spiritually is to be rooted in God’s truths 

Unshaken by trails and tribulation 

Bold in our convictions 

We desire this nourishment, we long to be strong and unwavering 

This desire is met with the milk offered at this feast 

The last beverage offered is wine 

Wine is used in scripture to show joy 

If we were to look a few chapters back in Isaiah we will see the 
prophesy against the nation of Moab due to their pride 
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In verse 10 of chapter 16 Isaiah speaks of the removing of joy and 
gladness saying no one will sing or shout in the vineyards, and no one 
treads out wine at the presses 

The prophesy is stating that the joy and happiness will be removed from 
the Moab’s by the removal of their wine, through that we see joy and 
happiness are related closely to wine 

At this feast we are offered eternal and pure joy 

A joy that doesn’t ebb and flow with life’s circumstances 

A joy that is not tied to the fickle pleasures of this world 

But a joy rooted in the love of our eternal gracious father  

The feast offers life it offers nourishment and it offers joy 

See this event goes far beyond simply matching our thirst  

It far exceeds it 

See the scripture doesn’t say come and drink water so that you may live 

It says come and feast, enjoy the generous offering of water, milk and 
wine 

We are surrounded by events in our everyday life that promises to do the 
same 

Buy this car, get that promotion, enter that social group, make just a little 
more money 

In and of itself these things aren’t bad 

Though you must understand by striving toward these things you are 
pulling up to an earthly table that will not fulfill that will not satify 

Not only that the earthly tables we pull up to often have a steep price 
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Whether it be time, money, or family those tables have a price 

Which brings us to our next question, what are the costs involved with 
this feast? 

Scripture clearly says come eat and drink without price 

See the feast that the thirsty are invited to has no price 

Well let me rephrase that, the feast we are invited to has no price for us 

We pay nothing, it is offered to us through grace 

Grace being the free, unmerited, undeserved favor of God to sinners 

We didn’t pay for a seat at this table and we don’t deserve it but yet we 
are invited 

Praise God 

Ok, so we get an invitation in the mail it speaks of a great feast without 
cost, the next question I would ask is what’s the occasion, why are we 
feasting? 

In verse 4 Isaiah takes our attention from us to Christ 

See he shifts gears a bit and mentions the covenant that God makes with 
David 

We know this as the Davidic Covenant and this is where God promises 
David that through his line will come an eternal King that will rule all 
things 

We know with the new testament at hand that the Davidic Covenant 
refers to the coming and reigning of Christ 

See the focus up to this point has been our need and the agents that will 
fulfill our desires but now the scripture speaks of Christ 
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The scripture is bringing our attention to the guest of honor of this feast 

The one that made this feast possible 

Christ through his blood paid the price of this feast 

This invitation would not have been sent without the sacrifice of our 
savior 

I think we can all be in agreement that this feast sounds incredible 

In fact if we received this type of invitation in the mail we would have 
no choice but to RSVP 

This brings us to our concluding point the directions 

The Directions 

So how do we arrive at this feast 

V6-8 gives us pretty clear directions 

Scripture states: 
6 “Seek the Lord while he may be found; 
    call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake his way, 
    and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 

God gives us through His prophet Isaiah two directions regarding this 
feast 

1st to seek the Lord and 2nd to put off our evil ways 
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To seek the lord we must see him as our only hope and the only cure 

See when we start looking at all other tables and realize the emptiness 
they bring we must run to the table guaranteed to fulfill 

John Wesley who was instrumental in the great awakening of the 
American Church explains how we are to seek God by stating 

In using all means, seek God alone. In and through every outward thing, 
look only to the power of His Spirit, and the merits of His Son. Beware 
you do not get stuck in the work itself; if you do, it is all lost labor. 
Nothing short of God can satisfy your soul. Therefore, fix on Him in all, 
through all, and above all 

There are a lot of things that Wesley and I would disagree on but he hits 
the nail on the head with this quote 

See we are to seek God alone because nothing short of God can satisfy 
our thirst 

We are to seek him in all circumstances both good and bad 

When the sky is clear absent cloud we must seek the lord  

When life’s storms are bearing down on us must seek in the lord 

The second direction is to put off evil ways 

To put off our evil ways we must first understand that we are in fact evil 

In other words in order for me to take off a hat I must first realize that I 
am wearing a hat 

We must understand that we are born lacking the righteousness that God 
desires 

Scripture clearly states that 
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No one is righteous not even one 

And that all have sinned and fallen short 

That we are all sinners deserving death 

We must realize that we are sinners 

That God has a standard of righteousness that we do not meet 

Once we understand our condition the question remains how do we put 
off our evil ways? 

The fact is we can’t remove evil 

We can try but the fact remains we can no more remove evil than a man 
standing condemned remove his guilt  

That leaves us in a pretty scary spot 

See we are evil yet we can’t do anything about it 

This is bad news but Isaiah doesn’t end there, he continues by saying 
return to the Lord for he will abundantly pardon 

We serve a God that is willing to forgive us our wrongdoings 

Our God is Gracious and generous 

We have a God that demands a high standard that we cannot meet 

Though he provided a way for his standards to be met through Jesus 
Christ 

By his death on the cross and his victory over death we too may have 
life and have it eternal  

So how do we arrive at this feast, through Jesus Christ and only through 
Christ, by seeking him and relying on him for forgiveness  
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Conclusion 

We have received a grand invitation 

This invitation is for all those who thirst, who long for the cure for 
brokenness 

This invitation is for a feast guaranteed not only to match our hunger and 
thirst but exceed it 

And the only way to this feast is through Christ Jesus 

So seek him where he may be found and pull up to the table so that you 
may never hunger or thirst again 

Prayer 

Thank you for this invitation that you have given us through your 
prophet Isaiah 

And help us rejoice in your kindness 

I pray that we can become excited about your feast 

Knowing that your feast far exceeds our expectations and is offered 
freely through your sacrifice 

So help us seek you as the only cure for brokenness 

We love and pray this in your name 

amen 

Please Stand to sing our communion song 
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