
Contact Information 
 

Church Staff 
 

Staff members may be reached by calling the church office:  256-739-0505. 
 

Andrew Siegenthaler, Pastor  Jonathan Knappenberger, Youth Director 

   256-531-5504 jonathan@christcovenantcullman.org   256-339-7406 
 

Brooke Jordan; Secretary  Tracie Rakestraw, Children’s Director 

   brooke@christcovenantcullman.org tracie@christcovenantcullman.org    205-527-4238 
 

 

Session 
 

The elders are elected by the congregation to be servant leaders and shepherds of God’s people.   

They guide the direction and outreach of the church, oversee its teaching and worship, and care 

for the spiritual needs of the members.  Please contact them if you need counsel or prayer. 
 

 

Brad Eidson 256-709-0600 Phil Gatlin 256-339-1756 

   be@eidsoninc.com     philgatlin70@gmail.com 
 

Randy Hays 256-708-4538 Linton Newlin 256-531-6008 

   srhays@computerservicesnet.com    lnewlin@magellanhealth.com 
 

Steve Nyquist 205-907-2326 Brandon Reeder 205-907-2064 

   steve@salientmd.com     brandonkreeder@gmail.com 
 

Shane Sheffield 256-531-7087 Andrew Siegenthaler 256-531-5504 

  ssheff3@gmail.com     andrew@christcovenantcullman.org 
 

Steve Turner 256-590-6234 

  turner1898@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

Diaconate 
 

The deacons are elected by the congregation to assist the elders, primarily by caring for the 

physical and material needs of church members and upkeep of the church facility.  They also 

extend the love and generosity of Christ to those outside the church.  Please contact them if you 

or someone you are concerned about has a physical or material need.   
 

 

Dale Bright 256-708-0061 Braden Cook 256-708-3750 

   dale@sjaonline.com      bradenmcook@gmail.com 
 

Mike Durhan 205-647-3703 Kent Howze 256-338-2327 

   mmdurhan@hotmail.com    khowze@peoplesbankal.com 

 

Wyatt Pettus 256-426-9290 Derek Rakestraw 205-919-3062 

   wyattpettus@gmail.com    dt_rakes@bellsouth.net 
 

Bo Shirey 256-347-6136 

   boshirey@bellsouth.net 
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Be kind and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. 
                            Ephesians 4:32 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 



Order of Worship 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  From 1 Peter 1:3-4; 4:11 
 

 Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope  

  through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

  inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade, kept in heaven for you. 
 

 All: To Him be the glory and the power forever and ever!  Amen.  

 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE He Lives, The Great Redeemer Lives 
WORDS:  Anne Steele, 1760    MUSIC:  Kevin Twit, 2015 

 

Repeated crimes awake our fears And justice armed with frowns appears, 

But in the Savior’s lovely face Sweet mercy smiles, and all is peace, all is peace. 
 

He lives!  The great Redeemer lives!  What joy the blest assurance gives! 

And now, before His Father, God, Pleads the merit of His blood. 
 

In every dark, distressful hour When sin and Satan join their power, 

Let this dear hope repel the dart, That Jesus bears us on His heart, on His heart. 
 

Great Advocate, almighty Friend!  On Him our humble hopes depend; 

Our cause can never, ever fail For Jesus pleads and must prevail. 
 

For our Jesus pleads, our Jesus pleads and Jesus must prevail. 

For our Jesus pleads, our Jesus please and Jesus must prevail. 

 

 

 Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
WORDS: Henry van Dyke, 1907    MUSIC: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824 

 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away; 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 
 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

Singing bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 

 
 

 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

We invite you to find a book or subject you want to study or a teacher you love and join us  

at 10:30 as we study God’s Word together.  Classes meet after the worship service. 

 

 Acts  
 Meets in the Chandelier Room  

 Led by Randy Hays and Andy Starnes  

 Open to everyone 

 

 John  
 Meets in the Session Room  

 Led by Mike Burton  

 Open to men of all ages 

 

 Matthew  
 Meets in the Gloria Edwards Room  

 Led by Dixie Bergquist  

 Open to women of all ages and stages of life 

 

 My Shattered Dreams by Larry Crabb 
 Meets in the Bell Tower Room  

 Led by Diane Burton  

 Open to women going through loss from death or divorce 

 

 2 Corinthians  
 Meets in Fellowship Hall  

 Led by Steve Nyquist  

 Open to everyone 

 

 Sermon on the Mount  
 Meets in Classroom 4  

 Led by Phil Gatlin  

 Open to everyone 
 

 

 



Information & Classes 
 

Church Membership 
 

During the Sunday school hour we have a class for those interested in church membership 

called the Inquirers Class.  Please speak to Pastor Andrew after the service if you would 

like to attend. 

 

Nursery & Cry Room 
 

A nursery is available for infants through age four.  There is also a cry room in the back 

of the sanctuary for mothers with young children. 

 

Counseling 
 

*Are you in a shameful or fearful situation and feel you have no one to talk to? 

*Are you battling an addiction to drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography, or gambling? 

*Are you in a violent or abusive relationship—verbally, physically, or sexually? 

You are not alone.  Go to www.christcovenantcullman.org and click on:  Counseling 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Sunday school classes for all ages are held after the worship service.  The children’s 

classes use graded material that covers the big stories and themes of the Bible.  

Coordinator Steve Turner and Jonathan Haynes. 
 

 

 Preschool  Kristi Nyquist/Haley White Room 14 

 Kindergarten  Jason & Melanie McCoy/Tracie & Nicki Rakestraw Room 15 

 1st Grade  Hope Atchison/Holly Powell Room 12 

 2nd & 3rd Grade  Randy & Tara Quinn/Kellen & Katie Thompson Room   8 

 4th, 5th, 6th Boys  Wyatt Pettus/Rick White Room   9 

 4th, 5th, 6th  Girls   Joyah Pettus/Dana Starnes  Room   6 

    

 

Youth Sunday School 
 

The youth classes cover various biblical and theological topics.   
 

 

 7th & 8th Grade Jonathan & Amanda Knappenberger Youth House 

 9th &10th Grade John Knappenberger Youth House 

 11th & 12th Grade Brandon & Laura Reeder Youth House 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are Thine; 

Teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
 

Mortals, join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began; 

Father love is reigning o’er us, brother love binds man to man. 

Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife, 

Joyful music leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life. 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 103:1-14 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

 

 Most holy and merciful Father, we acknowledge and confess before you our sinful nature; 

    prone to evil thoughts and ways; slothful in doing good; 

    unthankful for all your provisions; full of shortcomings and offenses. 

 By your blessed Holy Spirit teach us to hate our errors; 

    cleanse us from our secret faults; and forgive our sins, for the sake of your dear Son. 

 We plead with you, most holy and loving Father, that you will help us 

    to live in the light of your holiness and to walk in your ways, 

    according to the commandment of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   Amen. 
 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

SONG OF ASSURANCE I’ll Not Be Shaken 
WORDS & MUSIC:  Wendell Kimbrough, 2015 

 

For God alone, I wait in silence; My soul is still before the Lord. 

He is my rock and my salvation, My fortress strong; I trust in Him. 
 

I’ll not be shaken! I’ll not be shaken, For all my hope is in His love. 

From God alone comes my salvation; I wait and trust His steadfast love! 
 

Put not your hope in gain of riches; Seek not your rest in empty wealth. 

The rich are weak; the poor are mighty, Who turn to God alone for help. 
 

Pour out your heart to God our refuge And trust in Him to hear you cry. 

No other hope will never fail you No other love will not run dry. 

 

 

http://www.christcovenantcullman.org


 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

 

OFFERING Please place visitor cards in the offering plate 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 23:32-36 

 

SERMON “The Word Of Forgiveness” 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lead Me To The Rock 
WORDS:  Gadsby Hymnbook, 1858   MUSIC:  Red Mountain Church, 2007 

 

Convinced as a sinner, to Jesus I come; 

Informed by the gospel for such there is room; 

O’erwhelmed with sorrows for sin I will cry— 

Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I. 
 

Blessed be Jesus for answering prayer, 

And raising my soul from the pit of despair. 

In every new trial to him will I cry— 

Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I. 
 

When sorely afflicted and ready to faint, 

Before my Redeemer I’ll spread my complaint; 

’Midst storms and distresses my soul shall rely 

On Jesus, the Rock that is higher than I. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP VOWS  Luke Mosteller 
 

 1.  Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly deserving His  

      displeasure and without hope save in His sovereign mercy? 
 

 2.  Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God and Savior of sinners, and do you  

      receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He offered in the Gospel? 
 

 3.  Do you now resolve and promise in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit, that  

      you will endeavor to live as becomes the followers of Christ? 
 

 4.  Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the best of your ability? 
 

 5.  Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church, and promise to  

      study its purity and peace? 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
 

 

 



Pray for our Missionaries 
 

Reid and Kelli Jones serve on the campus of the University of Alabama, Huntsville 

with Reformed University Fellowship.  The Jones have two girls, Lucy and Jordan.   

 

 

One of my absolute favorite parts of this job is “equipping students to serve.”  We get to do 

this in a particular way through our RUF Servant Team—a group of student leaders who 

meet regularly to plan, pray for, and lead the various events and studies of RUF.  Last week 

we hosted a Servant Team interest meeting in order to help newer students understand 

where they can serve in the future.  During that meeting, I asked some of our current leaders 

to share a little bit about what they’ve learned by being on the team.  Here’s what some of 

them said: 

 

Jacqueline said she’d never thought of herself as someone able to greet new people.  Now 

she heads up our welcome table at Large Group, and she loves it! 

 

Jacob said he’s always been too nervous to stand in front of people, and now he leads our 

music team and a small group bible study! 

 

Abby said she’d never prayed out-loud with a group of people before, and now she gets to 

pray weekly with her servant team prayer group. 

 

Lucy said she didn’t see herself as a leader because she wasn’t “loud and confident.”  But 

she's now come to see that God has gifted her, in her own quiet way, to lead in His 

Kingdom, just as she is. 

 

What an encouragement to hear how the Lord is confirming in His children the gifts that He 

has given to them to serve Him and His Church!  I love working with our Servant Team, 

and I would love for you to be in prayer for them as they continue to grow in these roles and 

callings—as well as for those who are considering joining for next fall. 

 

We recently attended a wonderful RUF Winter Conference at beautiful Lake Guntersville 

with all of the other RUF groups across the state of Alabama.  Our students enjoyed a 

weekend of worship, rest, games, seminars, small groups and more.  Thank you for your 

support which allowed us to provide partial scholarships for every single student who 

attended this conference! 

 
 

 

 

CLOSING SONG Glory Be To God The Father 
WORDS:  Horatius Bonar, 1866   MUSIC: Blake Mundell, 2012 

 

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit, Great Jehovah three in One. 

Singing glory, glory, glory while eternal ages run. 
 

Glory be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain. 

Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with Him to reign. 

Singing glory, glory, glory to the Lamb who once was slain. 
 

Glory to the King of Angels, Glory to the Church’s King. 

Glory to the King of nations, Heaven and earth your praises bring. 

Singing glory, glory, glory to the King of Nations bring. 
 

Glory blessing praise eternal, Thus the choir of angels sings. 

Honor riches power dominion, Thus its praise creation brings. 

Singing glory, glory, glory, glory to the King of Kings. 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 
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This Week’s Activities 
 

Wednesday 
  6:30 p.m  Covenant Kids  

                  Covenant Groups 

                  Youth Group 

Friday 

  7:00 a.m.  John DuBose Men’s Prayer Group 

Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service & Communion 

  10:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

 

Nursery Volunteers’ Schedule 
 

   March 5 

  9-10:15–  Shonda Price, Andrea Adams 

  10:30-11:15– Vanessa Rakestraw 

   March 12 

  9-10:15–  Dana Starnes, Katie Shirey 

  10:30-11:15– Lisa White 

 

 

March Birthdays 

7 -  John Hasenbein 

8 -  Dollie White 

8 - Daren Rakestraw 

8 - Steve Skinner 

  9 -  Carly Starnes 

10 -  Dale Bright 

10 -  Jordan Hooks 

10 -   Barry McGriff 

  11 -  Siarra Swalve 

  11 -  John Knappenberger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rummage Sale 

It's time for SPRING CLEANING! You can clean your 

closets and storage units and let your unwanted items 

help raise support for our Honduras Mission Team. Sale 

dates for the Christ Covenant Rummage Sale are 

March 24-25th from 7:00am until 2pm. Items for the 

sale are being collected in the church basement now. 

Please prayerfully consider how you might support our 

"going" church members. If you'd like to volunteer to 

help prepare for the sale, please see Karena Haynes or 

Rick White. 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Christ Covenant 25 Year Anniversary, Sunday, May 7th 

with activities the week of April 30th through May 7th. 

If anyone has any pictures from the past, bring them by 

the office and we will have copies made and return the 

originals. We hope to make this a memorable week and 

anniversary. - Julie Kennedy, Christie Bright & Martha 

Hasenbein 

 

Covenant Groups 
 

Covenant Groups are small groups that meet in 

homes for fellowship, encouragement, prayer, and to 

grow in our depth of love for one another and for 

Christ.  Covenant Groups meet Wednesday evenings 

from 6:30-8:00 PM.  You are welcome to join a 

Covenant Group at any time.  Speak to any elder for 

more information.  Covenant Groups resume Jan. 11.   

 

COVENANT KIDS REMINDER: 

If you only paid for half of your child's meals last fall 

please send the remainder with your child as soon as 

you can. Meals are $20 (per child) for the year for 

nursery and $44 for year for 4 yrs - 6th. If you can't 

remember what you paid just please see me.  

Tracie  

 

Mats for Kenya Relief Ministry 

Members and supporters at St. John’s church have 

used about 100,000 plastic shopping bags to make 

over a 100 sleeping mats for the Kenya Relief 

Ministry to give to African families.  Everyone is 

welcome to help make the mats on Tuesdays, 9 to 12 

at St. John’s.  Deposit plastic bags in the container in 

the hallway next to the OCC bulletin board. 

 

Radio Program 
 

Listen to A Different Perspective, hosted by Pastor 

Tom Fillinger.  Broadcast Monday through Friday on 

WKUL 92.1 FM at 11:30 am.  Our goal is the 

reformation and renewal of the church in Cullman 

County and North Alabama.  Tune in each day.  Pray 

with us.  Ask God to transform his church as only he 

can. 

 

Easy Online Giving 
 

Giving online is more convenient than ever.  Some of 

the best features are mobile and text giving, automatic 

recurring donations, and customizable giving options. 

Creating an account is easy; just visit the church’s 

website and click “Give”. For more information, pick 

up a copy of the printed instructions from the narthex.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Precept: Lamentations 
 

Sorrow & Hope in the aftermath of rebellion against  

God. 3 weeks starting March 9th at the Bergquist 

home. Our number is 256-739-4777. 

 

Shorter Catechism 

Q. 102. What do we pray for in the second petition? 

A. In the second petition (which is, Thy kingdom 

come) we pray, That Satan's kingdom may be 

destroyed; and that the kingdom of grace may be 

advanced, ourselves and others brought into it, and 

kept in it; and that the kingdom of glory may be 

hastened. 

 

 


