
Contact Information 
 

Church Staff 
 

Staff members may be reached by calling the church office:  256-739-0505. 
 

Andrew Siegenthaler, Pastor  Jonathan Knappenberger, Youth Director 

   256-531-5504 jonathan@christcovenantcullman.org   256-339-7406 
 

Brooke Jordan; Secretary  Tracie Rakestraw, Children’s Director 

   brooke@christcovenantcullman.org tracie@christcovenantcullman.org    205-527-4238 
 

 

Session 
 

The elders are elected by the congregation to be servant leaders and shepherds of God’s people.   

They guide the direction and outreach of the church, oversee its teaching and worship, and care 

for the spiritual needs of the members.  Please contact them if you need counsel or prayer. 
 

Brad Eidson 256-709-0600 Phil Gatlin 256-339-1756 

   be@eidsoninc.com     philgatlin@bellsouth.net 
 

Jonathan Haynes 256-339-2856 Linton Newlin 256-531-6008 

   jonathan.a.haynes@gmail.com    lnewlin@magellanhealth.com 
 

Steve Nyquist 205-907-2326 Shane Sheffield 256-531-7087 

   steve@salientmd.com     ssheff3@gmail.com 
 

Andrew Siegenthaler 256-531-5504 Steve Turner 256-590-6234 

   andrew@christcovenantcullman.org    turner1898@yahoo.com 
 

 

Diaconate 
 

The deacons are elected by the congregation to assist the elders, primarily by caring for the 

physical and material needs of church members.  They also extend the love and generosity of 

Christ to those outside the church.  Please contact them if you or someone you are concerned 

about has a physical or material need.   
 

 

Dale Bright 256-708-0061 Johnny Cook 256-338-8085 

   dale@sjaonline.com      jcook@premierbankofthesouth.com 
 

Mike Durhan 205-647-3703 Kent Howze 256-338-2327 

   mdurhan@hughes.net     khowze@peoplesbankal.com 

 

James Laminack 256-339-0254 Scott Lewis 256-339-7238 

   j.laminack5955@gmail.com    slewisjr@mindspringcom 
 

John Nyquist 256-339-9578 Wyatt Pettus 256-426-9290 

   john@salientmd.com     wyattpettus@gmail.com 
 

Daren Rakestraw 256-497-5342 Bo Shirey 256-347-6136 

   drakestraw@aviagen.com    boshirey@bellsouth.net 
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In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as  

a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally  
to him, and his place of rest will be glorious. 

                     Isaiah 11:10 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 



Order of Worship 
 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP From Psalm 96 
 

 Leader: Worship the Lord in the beauty of His holiness; 

  Tremble before Him, all the earth. 
 

 People: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

  Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 

  Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 
 

 Leader: Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy; 

  They will sing before the Lord, 

  For He comes, He comes to judge the earth. 

 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1744   TUNE: Hyfrydol, Rowland Pritchard, 1855 

 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee. 

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear Desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born Thy people to deliver, born a Child, and yet a King, 

Born to reign in us forever, now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

By Thine all-sufficient merit, raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
TEXT: Latin Hymn , 1710   TUNE: Plainsong, 13th Century 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh; 

To us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny. 

From depths of hell Thy people save, and give them victory over the grave. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

 

 
 

 

Adult Bible Fellowship 
 

The purpose of Adult Bible Fellowship is to teach consistently the whole counsel of God through the study 

of the Bible and biblical topics; to encourage the fellowship of believers; and to build disciples by equipping 

Christians to make an impact for Jesus Christ beginning in the home and church, and moving to Cullman 

and beyond.  Coordinator Jason White. 
 

Family Life                                                                                          Sanctuary 

For Couples and Parents With Children at Home 

It seems that families have never faced greater challenges than the current time in which in we live.  But 

thank God that we have His promises, His faithfulness, hope through the person and work of Christ, and the 

power of the Holy Spirit made available to us.  On that foundation, our purpose is to encourage and equip (1) 

couples in their marriage and (2) parents as they raise their children.  This includes being real with one 

another, sharing our victories and defeats.  This also includes coming alongside struggling marriages 

pointing one another to Christ, and simply being there for one another.  Led by Andy Starnes. 
 

Sojourners                                                                                          

For Empty Nesters and Grandparents. 

 The primary goal of Sojourners Adult Bible Fellowship is not just presenting information about the Bible.  

The primary goal is encouraging one another to follow hard after Christ according to the plain meaning of 

the biblical text. Join us as we study the Sermon on the Mount every Sunday morning after our worship 

service. Led by Phil Gatlin. 
 

 

Faith Followers                                                                                  Gloria Edwards Room 

Women of all ages are invited to “Behold Our God” as we study Matthew. Join us as we study the Word, 

learn to love God more as we know Him better and care for each other. Led by Dixie Bergquist.  
 

My New Normal                                                                                       Bell Tower 

For women who have been married and are going through a loss either because of death or divorce.  We 

focus on God's story for your life and learning to walk in your new normal.  Our current study is a book by 

Larry Crabb called Shattered Dreams.  Led by Diane Burton. 
 
 

Iron Sharpens Iron                                                                             Fellowship Hall 

We will spend this year studying through Paul’s letters to the church plant in Corinth (1 & 2 Corinthians). 

The spiritual life journey of a believer is significantly shaped through interactions with a specific community 

of other believers—the local Body.  Paul’s letters walk us through the good, bad and ugly of maturing 

Christians in community with other maturing Christians.  One change for this year is that we are going CO-

ED.  Any and all ‘better-halves’ are invited to join with the men in this study.  Led by Steve Nyquist. 
 

 

Wisdom Seekers                                                                                  Session Room 

For men who desire a deeper understanding of God’s Word. If you want a more significant role in the home 

as mature Christian leaders who acknowledge “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” then this 

class is for you.  We are presently studying the book of John with open discussion and fellowship each 

Sunday.  Led by Mike Burton. 
 



Information & Classes 
 

Church Membership 
 

During the Sunday school hour we have a class for those interested in church membership 

called the Inquirers Class.  Please speak to Pastor Andrew after the service if you would 

like to attend. 

 

Nursery & Cry Room 
 

A nursery is available for infants through age four.  There is also a cry room in the back 

of the sanctuary for mothers with young children. 

 

Counseling 
 

*Are you in a shameful or fearful situation and feel you have no one to talk to? 

*Are you battling an addiction to drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography, or gambling? 

*Are you in a violent or abusive relationship—verbally, physically, or sexually? 

You are not alone.  Go to www.christcovenantcullman.org and click on:  Counseling 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Sunday school classes for all ages are held after the worship service.  The children’s 

classes use graded material that covers the big stories and themes of the Bible.  

Coordinator Steve Turner and Jonathan Haynes. 
 

 

 

 Preschool - Kristi Nyquist/Teacher Still Needed    Room 14 

 Kindergarten - Jason & Melanie McCoy/Tracie & Nicki Rakestraw  Room 15 

 1st Grade - Hope Atchison/Holly Powell   Room 12 

 2nd & 3rd Grade - Randy & Tara Quinn/Kellen & Katie Thompson  Room 8 

 4th, 5th, 6th Boys - Wyatt Pettus/Rick White   Room 9 

 4th, 5th, 6th  Girls– Joyah Pettus/Dana Starnes    Room 6 

    

 

Youth Sunday School 
 

The youth classes cover various biblical and theological topics.   
 

 7th & 8th Grade              Jonathan & Amanda Knappenberger Youth House 

 9th &10th Grade             John Knappenberger  Youth House 

 11th & 12th Grade          Brandon & Laura Reeder  Youth House 

 College                         Shane & Tamara Sheffield and Randy & Tara Quinn Youth House 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
 

 What wondrous love is this, O God, 

    that You should give to us Your eternal Son in human flesh. 

 We confess our unworthiness to receive such a gift, 

    for we have sinned daily against heaven and in Your sight. 

    The thoughts and intents of our hearts are often far from You. 

 Yet we humbly plead that as You have given us Your Son, 

    You will also give us your Holy Spirit, 

    to enable us both to confess and to forsake our sins, 

    and to find full forgiveness through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

SONG OF ASSURANCE   How Deep The Father’s Love For Us  
WORDS & MUSIC: Stuart Townend, 1995  

 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure.  

That He would give His only Son, to make a wretch His treasure.  

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away,  

As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory.  
 

Behold, the Man upon the cross, my sin upon his shoulders, 

Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice call out among the scoffers. 

It was my sin that held Him there, until it was accomplished.  

His dying breath has brought me life I know that it is finished.  
 

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no powr’s, no wisdom.  

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection.  

Why should I gain from His reward? I cannot give an answer.  

But this I know with all my heart His wounds have paid my ransom.  

 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

 

 

http://www.christcovenantcullman.org


 

 

OFFERING Please place visitor cards in the offering plate 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 24:36-51 

 

SERMON “Christ’s Advent:  The Day and Hour Unknown” 

 

COMMUNION SONG Lead Me To The Cross 
TEXT & MUSIC:  Brook Fraser/Hillsong, 2007  

 

Savior, I come, quiet my soul.  Remember 

Redemption’s hill, where Your blood was spilled for my ransom. 

Everything I once held dear, I count it all as loss. 

Lead me to the cross, where Your love poured out. 

Bring me to my knees, Lord, I lay me down. 

Rid me of myself, I belong to You.  Lead me, lead me to the cross. 
 

You were as I, tempted and tried, human. 

The Word became flesh, bore my sin and death, now You’re risen. 

Everything I once held dear, I count it all as lost. 

Lead me to the cross, where Your love poured out. 

Bring me to my knees, Lord, I lay me down. 

Rid me of myself, I belong to You.  Lead me, lead me to the cross. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH From Philippians 2 
     

 I believe the Word was in very nature God 

    and did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped; 

 He emptied Himself, took the form of a servant, 

    and was born in our likeness; 

 He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death, 

    even the death on a cross. 

 I believe God has highly exalted Him 

    and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name. 

 I believe that at the name of Jesus every knee shall bow,  

    every knee in heaven and on the earth and under the earth. 

 I believe that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes 
 



Pray for Our Missionaries 
Argyris and Dina Petrou are natives of Athens, Greece.  Argyris is a pastor and professor at the 

Greek Bible College.  Dina runs a Christian safe house for victims of sexual trafficking and 

prostitution.  The Petrous have three sons, Mark, Erik, and Erastos. 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters, 

 

It has been a long time since my last update. In the last three months, I have been very busy. A lot of 

good things have happened at House Damaris!  The last time I wrote, we had just two women 

participating in our program.  Everything was going smoothly, and one day in June, I received a phone 

call asking if we had room for a 26-year-old woman who wanted to escape from her pimp after being 

trafficked throughout Europe for 8 years.  She stayed with us for a month, but ultimately decided that 

she wanted to return to her home country instead of going through the full recovery process at House 

Damaris.  We helped her go home, and we continue to communicate with her and pray that God will 

protect her. 

 

Around that same time, we had a team from Uptown Church.  Two women and two teenagers came for 

a week to teach our women how to make leather bracelets.  We have sold hundreds of these bracelets 

to raise income for House Damaris.  As important as this ministry was, the thing that really matter to 

me is that our visitors got to meet the women staying with us, become their friends, and will continue 

to pray and care for them. 

 

In July, I left with Argyris for 6 weeks for fundraising for house Damaris in the United States.  We 

visited many churches and friends and met many more new people.  We thank all of you for your 

hospitality and your love!  Although the trip brought us many blessings, it was not devoid of attacks 

from the enemy.  When we came back, God sent the 4th woman to our program!  In the beginning of 

October, we welcomed another team from Orangewood Church who taught quilting and painting to our 

ladies.  Our women were very enthusiastic about these projects!  God is blessing this ministry, bringing 

women in pain and slavery to meet the Lord and His love.  I am very encouraged as I see the ministry 

is expanding.  We praise the Lord for his healing of one of our staff members who went to Germany 

for surgery.  She is back in Athens and is recovering well! 

 

Please pray for our ladies!  Our first participant has finished the first stage of our Day Program, and we 

are now training her as an intern to find what role God has for her. Pray for all of them as they continue 

the hard process of recovery.  Pray specifically for our newest participant. She has a court date in 

November, and is afraid that she will go to jail.  Pray also for the next women who will join us, and the 

changes that will come from having a full house.  We hope to move into a separate office building so 

that we can convert current office space into more bedrooms fro participants.  Please also pray for me, 
for God to fill me with strength, wisdom, and discernment as I work with my staff, our participants, 

and our volunteers.  There will be staff rearrangements soon, so please pray for all of us during a new 

season of our work. 

 

Thank you for all of the prayers and support you have given to this ministry.  We could not exist 

without you!   Love and Blessings, Dina 

 

 

CLOSING SONG Go, Tell It On The Mountain 
TEXT & MUSIC: Spiritual 

 

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go, tell it on the mountain That Jesus Christ is born. 
 

While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens There shone a holy light. 
 

The Shepherds feared and trembled when, lo above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus that hailed our Savior’s birth. 
 

Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born 

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn. 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

CCLI #499311  All songs used with permission.  
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This Week’s Activities 
 

Wednesday 
  6:30 p.m  Covenant Kids  

                  Covenant Groups 

                  Youth Group 

Friday 

  7:00 a.m.  John DuBose Men’s Prayer Group 

Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service & Communion 

  10:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

 

Nursery Volunteers’ Schedule 

   December 4 

  9-10:15–  Lori Barlow, Marci Turner 

  10:30-11:15– Nancy Bonds 

  December 11 

  9-10:15–  Billy Atchison, Diane Burton 

  10:30-11:15– Connie Jacobs 

 

 

December Birthdays 

 4 -  Holden Atchison 

 4 -  Teri Hollis 

 5 -  Will Siegenthaler 

 5 - Judie Hubbard 

 5 -  Moriah Davis 

 7 -  Chris LaGanke 

 8 -  Alex Rakestraw 

 8- Will Shirey 

 8 -  Linton Newlin 

 8 -  Adelaide Reeder 

 10 -  Abby Adams 

 

Easy Online Giving 

Giving online is more convenient than ever.  Some of 

the best features are mobile and text giving, automatic 

recurring donations, and customizable giving options. 

Creating an account is easy; just visit the church’s 

website and click “Give”. For more information, pick 

up a copy of the printed instructions from the narthex.  

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
 

Children reading the story of Christ’s birth, Christmas 

carols, Communion, and candlelight singing of Silent 

Night.  Nothing could be better for this most special 

night of the year!   
 

6:00 in the Sanctuary 

Christmas Eve is on Saturday this year. 

No nursery provided, but babies are welcomed. 

 

Covenant Kids Drop-Off Reminder: 

Drop off time for Covenant Kids is at 6:15. Please do 

not drop your children off any earlier because there is 

no supervision as their teachers do not arrive until 6:15. 

 

Covenant Groups 
 

Covenant Groups are small groups that meet in 

homes for fellowship, encouragement, prayer, and to 

grow in our depth of love for one another and for 

Christ.  Covenant Groups meet Wednesday evenings 

from 6:30-8:00 PM.  You are welcome to join a 

Covenant Group at any time.  Speak to any elder for 

more information. 

 

Baby Bottle Boomerang 
 

Please bring your baby bottles filled with change to the 

church office so they can be turned into First Source for 

Women. Thank you very much for your generous 

contribution to this cause! 

 

 

 

Another OCC Record 

The number of gift-filled shoeboxes collected in 

Cullman County for Operation Christmas Child 

increases every year.  The new record is 8690, beating 

last year’s record of 7813.  Covenant Kids filled 335 

boxes at the Covenant Kid’s Packing Party plus 90 

boxes from individuals, for a total of 425 boxes from 

Christ Covenant.  West Point Baptist Church was the 

top shoebox contributor with 435 boxes.  Samaritan’s 

Purse will be delivering about 10 million shoeboxes to 

children all over the world. 

 

Many volunteers worked diligently to achieve the 

OCC success for the glory of God and not personal 

recognition.  Thanks to all the volunteers on behalf of 

the deserving children who will receive a gift-filled 

shoebox.  Every shoebox will also contain the gospel 

message in the language of the child receiving the 

box.  A follow-up 12 step program will teach children 

about the bible and Jesus Christ.  The goal of OCC is 

for God to use simple gift-filled shoeboxes and the 

gospel message to convert the hearts of children and 

adults to Christianity. 

 

Radio Program 
 

Listen to A Different Perspective, hosted by Pastor 

Tom Fillinger.  Broadcast Monday through Friday on 

WKUL 92.1 FM at 11:30 am.  Our goal is the 

reformation and renewal of the church in Cullman 

County and North Alabama.  Tune in each day.  Pray 

with us.  Ask God to transform his church as only he 

can. 

 

Trash to Treasure! 
 

Keep bringing plastic bags for members at St. John’s 

church to make mats for the Kenya Relief ministry to 

give to African natives. Deposit the bags in the plastic 

container in the hallway next to the Operation 

Christmas Child bulletin board and display. You can 

also deposit your items for the OCC Shoebox packing 

party in the blue container. 

 

 

 

 

Precept: Jeremiah Part 2 
 

“My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds 

have led them astray and caused them to roam on the 

mountains. T hey wandered over mountain and hill 

and forgot their own resting place.” Jeremiah 50:6— 

Short intro and 1st lesson will be Thursday, January 

12th at 8:30am for women’s group and 7pm for men 

and women’s groups. 8 weeks at the Bergquist home. 

For workbook call 256-739-4777. 

 

 

Shorter Catechism 

Q. 90. How is the word to be read and heard, that it 

may become effectual to salvation? 

A. That the word may become effectual to salvation, 

we must attend thereunto with diligence, preparation, 

and prayer; receive it with faith and love, lay it up in 

our hearts, and practise it in our lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


