
Contact Information 
 

Church Staff 
 

Church office:   256-739-0505 

Staff members may be reached by email or cell phone 
 

Andrew Siegenthaler, Pastor  Jonathan Knappenberger, Youth Director 

   256-531-5504 jonathan@christcovenantcullman.org   256-339-7406 
 

Brooke Jordan; Secretary  Tracie Rakestraw, Children’s Director 

   brooke@christcovenantcullman.org tracie@christcovenantcullman.org    205-527-4238 
 

 

Session 
 

The elders are elected by the congregation to be servant leaders and shepherds of God’s people.   

They guide the direction and outreach of the church, oversee its teaching and worship, and care 

for the spiritual needs of the members.  Please contact them if you need counsel or prayer. 
 

 

Brad Eidson 256-709-0600 Phil Gatlin 256-339-1756 

   be@eidsoninc.com     philgatlin70@gmail.com 
 

Randy Hays 256-708-4538 Linton Newlin 256-531-6008 

   srhays@computerservicesnet.com    lnewlin@magellanhealth.com 
 

Steve Nyquist 205-907-2326 Brandon Reeder 205-907-2064 

   steve@salientmd.com     brandonkreeder@gmail.com 
 

Shane Sheffield 256-531-7087 Andrew Siegenthaler 256-531-5504 

  ssheff3@gmail.com     andrew@christcovenantcullman.org 
 

Steve Turner 256-590-6234 

  turner1898@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

Diaconate 
 

The deacons are elected by the congregation to assist the elders, primarily by caring for the 

physical and material needs of church members and upkeep of the church facility.  They also 

extend the love and generosity of Christ to those outside the church.  Please contact them if you 

or someone you are concerned about has a physical or material need.   
 

 

Dale Bright 256-708-0061 Braden Cook 256-708-3750 

   dale@sjaonline.com      bradenmcook@gmail.com 
 

Mike Durhan 205-647-3703 Kent Howze 256-338-2327 

   mmdurhan@hotmail.com    khowze@peoplesbankal.com 

 

Wyatt Pettus 256-426-9290 Derek Rakestraw 205-919-3062 

   wyattpettus@gmail.com    dt_rakes@bellsouth.net 
 

Bo Shirey 256-347-6136 

   boshirey@bellsouth.net 
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Why do you look for the living  

among the dead? 

He is not here.  He has risen! 
       Luke 24:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 



Easter 

 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP Lift Up Your Hearts 
 

 Minister: The Lord be with you. 
 

 People: And also with you. 
 

 Minister: Lift up your hearts. 
 

 People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

 Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord. 
 

 People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 Minister: Let us confess the mystery of our faith. 
 

 All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

 

 

SONGS OF PRAISE Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1739   TUNE: Lyra Davidica, 1708 

 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!   

Sons of men and angels say; Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!   

Sing ye heav’ns, and earth, reply: Alleluia! 

 

Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!   

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Dying once He all doth save; Alleluia!   

Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!   

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids Him rise, Alleluia!   

Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia! 
 

Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!   

Foll’wing our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!   

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Sunday School Classes 
 

We invite you to find a book or subject you want to study or a teacher you love and join us  

at 10:30 as we study God’s Word together.  Classes meet after the worship service. 

 

 Acts  
 Meets in the Chandelier Room  

 Led by Randy Hays and Andy Starnes  

 Open to everyone 

 

 John  
 Meets in the Session Room  

 Led by Mike Burton  

 Open to men of all ages 

 

 Matthew  
 Meets in the Gloria Edwards Room  

 Led by Dixie Bergquist  

 Open to women of all ages and stages of life 

 

 A View From The Top: Studies in the Life of Joseph by Wallace Tinsley, Jr. 

 Meets in the Bell Tower Room  

 Led by Diane Burton  

 Open to women going through loss from death or divorce 

 

 2 Corinthians  
 Meets in Fellowship Hall  

 Led by Steve Nyquist  

 Open to everyone 

 

 Sermon on the Mount  
 Meets in Classroom 4  

 Led by Phil Gatlin  

 Open to everyone 
 

 

 



Information & Classes 
 

Church Membership 
 

During the Sunday school hour we have a class for those interested in church membership 

called the Inquirers Class.  Please speak to Pastor Andrew after the service if you would 

like to attend. 

 

Nursery & Cry Room 
 

A nursery is available for infants through age four.  There is also a cry room in the back 

of the sanctuary for mothers with young children. 

 

Counseling 
 

*Are you in a shameful or fearful situation and feel you have no one to talk to? 

*Are you battling an addiction to drugs, alcohol, sex, pornography, or gambling? 

*Are you in a violent or abusive relationship—verbally, physically, or sexually? 

You are not alone.  Go to www.christcovenantcullman.org and click on:  Counseling 

 

Children’s Sunday School 
 

Sunday school classes for all ages are held after the worship service.  The children’s 

classes use graded material that covers the big stories and themes of the Bible.  

Coordinator Steve Turner and Jonathan Haynes. 
 

 

 Preschool  Kristi Nyquist/Haley White Room 14 

 Kindergarten  Jason & Melanie McCoy/Tracie & Nicki Rakestraw Room 15 

 1st Grade  Hope Atchison/Holly Powell Room 12 

 2nd & 3rd Grade  Randy & Tara Quinn/Kellen & Katie Thompson Room   8 

 4th, 5th, 6th Boys  Wyatt Pettus/Rick White Room   9 

 4th, 5th, 6th  Girls   Joyah Pettus/Dana Starnes  Room   6 

    

 

Youth Sunday School 
 

The youth classes cover various biblical and theological topics.   
 

 

 7th & 8th Grade Jonathan & Amanda Knappenberger Youth House 

 9th &10th Grade John Knappenberger Youth House 

 11th & 12th Grade Brandon & Laura Reeder Youth House 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Is Risen 
WORDS & MUSIC:  Matt Maher, Mia Fieldes, 2012 

 

Let no one caught in sin remain inside the lie of inward shame, 

We fix our eyes upon the cross and run to him who showed great love 

And bled for us—freely you’ve bled for us. 
 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling over death by death. 

Come awake, come awake, come and rise up from the grave, 

Christ is risen from the dead.  We are one with Him again, 

Come awake, come awake, come and rise up from the grave. 

 

Beneath the weight of all our sin you bowed to none but heaven’s will. 

No scheme of hell, no scoffer’s crown, no burden great can hold you down. 

In strength you reign—Forever let your church proclaim: 

 

O death, where is your sting?  O hell, where is your victory? 

O church, come stand in the light.  The glory of God has defeated the night. 

O death, where is your sting?  O hell, where is your victory? 

O church, come stand in the light.  Our God is not dead, he’s alive, he’s alive! 

 

 

INVOCATION 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
 

 Great God and Eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

    Giver of every good and perfect gift: 

 We confess that we have not thanked you as we ought 

    for the gift of your only-begotten Son. 

 We have often gazed upon the worthless idols of this world, 

    filling our hearts with their empty promises of comfort and provision. 

 Forgive us, O Lord, and by the sovereign power of your Holy Spirit, 

    fix our hearts on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith; 

    and grant us a spirit of thanksgiving for the incomparable treasure 

    we possess in Christ.  Amen.   

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.christcovenantcullman.org


 

SONG OF ASSURANCE The Power Of The Cross 
WORDS & MUSIC:  Stuart Townend and Keith Getty, 2005 

 

Oh, to see the dawn of the darkest day: Christ on the road to Calvary. 

Tried by sinful men, torn and beaten, Then nailed to a cross of wood. 
 

This, the power of the cross: Christ became sin for us, 

Took the blame, bore the wrath: We stand forgiven at the cross. 
 

Oh, to see the pain written on Your face Bearing the awesome weight of sin; 

Every bitter thought, every evil deed Crowning Your bloodstained brow. 
 

Now the daylight flees, now the ground beneath Quakes as its Maker bows His head. 

Curtain torn in two, dead are raised to life; “Finished!” the victory cry. 
 

Oh, to see my name written in the wounds, For through Your suffering I am free. 

Death is crushed to death, life is mine to live, Won through Your selfless love. 
 

This, the power of the cross: Son of God slain for us. 

What a life!  What a cost!  We stand forgiven at the cross. 

 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER 

 

OFFERING Please place visitor cards in the offering plate 

 

OFFERTORY Praise The King Praise Team 

 

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 23:46 

 

SERMON “The Word Of Hope” 

 

COMMUNION SONG How Great 
WORDS & MUSIC:  Corey Voss, 2014 

 

Your blood that stained the ground is where my hope is found; 

Your scars caused by my sin is where my life begins. 
 

How great is your love, how great is your love for me; 

How great is your love, how great is your love for me. 
 

My heart cannot contain this joy bought by your pain, 

Such grace I can’t repay—Still I give my everything. 
 

So high, so deep, so great that it’s overwhelming, 

So high, so deep, so great is your love, your love for me. 

 

Sermon Notes 
 

 

 



Pray for our Missionaries 
 

Randy Booth    4-E International  

 

The Booths, Randy and Teressa, have been members of our church for many years.  As you all 

know, Teressa went home to be with the Lord this past November.  This is Randy’s first 

newsletter since then and a good update on his life and ministry.  On this Resurrection Day 

let’s give thanks with Randy for the hope of eternal life in Jesus. 

 

April 7, 2017 

 

Personal Update 
 

In our last update, late last summer, I shared that things were looking up for both my health and 

Teresa’s health.  However, as it turned out Teresa’s cancer had spread to her bone marrow and she 

did not have the strength to overcome that attack.  November 17, 2016 Teressa left his temple home 

for her eternal dwelling place with God. 

 

My health has continued to improve.  I am now learning to live and serve without my help mate.  

God is never taken by surprise and he knows the challenges that I face.  I know that he will continue 

to guide me into the service is called me to.  I ask that each of you continue to pray for me in this 

time challenge and transition.  I need the guidance of the Lord as well as His wisdom and 

understanding to hear and respond to his guidance.  Thank you in advance for your prayers and 

concern. 

 

Solitude Counseling Center 
 

Teressa and I had begun work on Solitude Counseling Center last year before she went home to be 

with the Lord.  With the help and offerings of many of you, the work on the building and furnishing 

the Center is going well.  The Counseling Center had been a dream of ours for several years, and 

real desire for Teressa especially.  She had such gifting and discernment and a great love people.  

I’m not sure at this time exactly what the Solitude Counseling Center will look like in its operation, 

however, it will be dedicated to the Lord and to the memory of Teressa. 

 

Honduras 
 

I will be leaving for Honduras on Sunday, April 9, 2017. I am excited to return and visit with 

Samuel, his family and our church family.  This will be my first trip in quite some time and while 

I’m looking forward to it with great anticipation I have some personal anxieties.  I’m thankful for 

the opportunity to minister with my friends in Honduras and I know they will be ministering to me 

on this trip.  Please keep me in my service to the Lord in your prayers over the next few weeks. 

 

Love and blessings to you all, 

 

Randy 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles Creed 
 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; 

  He descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 

  He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

  from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; 

  the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 

  the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 

COMMUNION 

 

CLOSING SONG Glory Be To God The Father 
WORDS:  Horatius Bonar, 1866   MUSIC: Blake Mundell, 2012 

 

Glory be to God the Father, Glory be to God the Son, 

Glory be to God the Spirit, Great Jehovah three in One. 

Singing glory, singing glory, Glory while eternal ages run. 
 

Glory be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each spot and stain. 

Glory be to Him who bought us, Made us kings with Him to reign. 

Singing glory, singing glory, Glory to the Lamb who once was slain. 
 

Glory to the King of Angels, Glory to the Church’s King. 

Glory to the King of nations, Heaven and earth your praises bring. 

Singing glory, singing glory, Glory to the King of nations bring. 
 

“Glory, blessing, praise eternal,” Thus the choir of angels sings; 

“Honor, riches, power, dominion,” Thus its praise creation brings. 

Singing glory, Singing glory, Glory, glory to the King of kings. 

 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

Lift Up Your Hearts (Sursum Corda) is a call to worship used by the church from the early third-century. 
 

The Apostles Creed in its present form comes from the eighth century but older forms were used in the very early church.  It is called the  

Apostles Creed, not because the Apostles wrote it, but because it summarizes their teaching.   “Catholic” means true and universal.   
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This Week’s Activities 
 

 

Wednesday 
  6:30 p.m  Covenant Kids  

                  Covenant Groups 

                  Youth Group 
 

Friday 

  7:00 a.m.  John DuBose Men’s Prayer Group 
 

Sunday 

  9:00 a.m.  Worship Service & Communion 

  10:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

 

Nursery Volunteers’ Schedule 

   April 16 

  9-10:15–  Chase Mallard, Abby Mallard 

  10:30-11:15– Daren Rakestraw 

   April 23 

  9-10:15– Marci Turner, Tina Hulse 

  10:30-11:15– Lisa Jones 

 

April Birthdays 

16 -  Becky Lewis 

  17 -  Dawn Cook 

  18 -  Hunter Benson 

  19-    Faith Borden 

  19- Allison Bright 

20 -  Linda Hill 

20 -  Haley White 

22 -  Kim Canaday 

22 -  Gerri Hooks 

 

Easy Online Giving 
 

Giving online is more convenient than ever.  Some 

of the best features are mobile and text giving, 

automatic recurring donations, and customizable 

giving options. Creating an account is easy; just visit 

the church’s website and click “Give”. For more 

information, pick up a copy of the printed 

instructions from the narthex.   
 

Sunday School Reminder 

There will be no Sunday School today. Have a 

wonderful Easter! 

 

Christ Covenant 25th Anniversary 
 

 

We will celebrate our 25th Anniversary as a church 

with special events the week of April 30 through May 

7. Sunday, May 7 will be a special day you don’t want 

to miss, so mark your calendars. Covenant Group food 

assignments will go out next week. Covenant Group 

leaders - Please turn in filled sign - up sheet next 

Thursday. If anyone has any pictures from the past, 

bring them by the office and we will have copies made 

and return the originals.  We hope to make this a 

memorable week and anniversary. 

25th Anniversary Planning: 

Martha Hasenbein, Julie Kennedy, Christie Bright 

 

Rummage Sale Donor’s Benefit 
 

You generous people who have donated your items to 

the Honduran Medical Missions Rummage Sale may 

have the benefit of a tax deduction.  Forms will be 

available in the church office through Brooke.  You, on 

your own, may make a rough list of your items donated 

and YOU ESTIMATE THEIR TOTAL VALUE. 

 

Covenant Groups 
 

Covenant Groups are small groups that meet in homes 

for fellowship, encouragement, prayer, and to grow in 

our depth of love for one another and for Christ.  

Covenant Groups meet Wednesday evenings from 6:30-

8:00 PM.  You are welcome to join a Covenant Group 

at any time. Speak to any elder for more information. 

 

 

Keep Bringing Plastic Bags for Kenya 

Relief Ministry 
 

Over 200 plastic mats have been made from plastic 

bags by members and supporters at St. John’s church 

for the Kenya Relief Ministry to give to African 

families. Several other church members in North 

Alabama are also making mats. Rather than adding 

more plastic bags to landfills, bring your plastic bags 

to our church and deposit them in the container in the 

hallway. Everyone is welcome to help make mats on 

Tuesdays, 9 to 12 noon at St. John’s. 

 

 

Radio Program 
 

 

Listen to A Different Perspective, hosted by Pastor 

Tom Fillinger.  Broadcast Monday through Friday on 

WKUL 92.1 FM at 11:30 am.  Our goal is the 

reformation and renewal of the church in Cullman 

County and North Alabama.  Tune in each day.  Pray 

with us.  Ask God to transform his church as only he 

can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Precept: Lamentations 
 

Sorrow & Hope in the aftermath of rebellion against  

God. 3 weeks starting March 9th at the Bergquist 

home. Our number is 256-739-4777. 

 

Shorter Catechism 
 

Q. 107. What doth the conclusion of the Lord's prayer 

teach us? 

A. The conclusion of the Lord's prayer (which is, For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 

ever, Amen) teacheth us to take our encouragement in 

prayer from God only, and in our prayers to praise 

him, ascribing kingdom, power, and glory to him.  

And, in testimony of our desire, and assurance to be 

heard, we say, Amen. 


